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Fe b r u a r y  
U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

23 Annual Membership 
Meeting 

23 J’s Mini Mart 

M a r c h  
B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  

01 Trustees Meeting 

08 Council Meeting 

Searching for Wisdom 

W hat is wisdom? 
People have 

had many ideas over 
the millennia. Just two 
examples: From Aristo-
tle: “Knowing yourself 
is the beginning of all 
wisdom.” From Socra-
tes: “The only true wis-
dom is in knowing you 
know nothing.” 

The writers of the  
Bible approached the 

question of wisdom in 
many ways as well. 
Come explore some 
(not all!) of them on 
Thursday evenings dur-
ing Lent. The classes 
will be held in the Pas-
tor’s Study beginning at 
6:30 pm. No sign-up is 
required; come and join 
when you can. 

 

Valentine  

Messages 
 

We love  

because he  

first loved us. 
 

—1 John 4:19  (NRSV) 

 

Little children,  
let us love,  

not in word or 
speech,  

but in truth  
and action. 

—1 John 3:18 (NRSV) 

 

For the Gardening Enthusiasts: 
Join the Gathering Place 

C alling all garden-
ing enthusiasts! It 

is time for the Gather-
ing Place to get the 
garden area ready for 
spring planting. Thus, 
on Monday, February 
24th, come join us with 
your gloves and gar-
den tools to help pull 
out old plants and 
weeds, and prep the 
soil for new seeds. In 
2019, our garden pro-
vided beans, eggplant, 
sweet green peppers, 
mustard greens, kale,  

Brussels sprouts, okra, 
and other vegetables 
to share. We also 
learned what grew 
well and what did not. 
So, we are now ready 
to start our 2020 
work!   Come join us 
on Monday, from 9 am 
to 12 noon to do just 
that! Weather permit-
ting, we will do some 
work, and then ad-
journ to the Building of 
Faith for some talk-
story, too!    
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L ent begins just a 
week after this issue 

of The Messenger goes to 
press. For some centu-
ries, Christians have em-
phasized Lent as a sea-
son of fasting, of intro-
spection, of self-denial. I 
have a different question, 
however: 

Where is your spirit with 
God this season? 

This is a question that a 
Christian can ask at any 
season, or on any day, or 
at any time of day. The 
utility of reflective sea-
sons like Lent is that they 
actively support people 
who are earnestly asking 
that question. Disciplines 
reinforce behavior. Disci-
plines focus the mind. 
Disciplines make it more 
likely that we will do 
what we set out to do. 
Lenten disciplines cannot 
ensure that we will draw 
closer to God, but the 
combination of intent, 
action, and repetition – 
well, that’s how we ac-
complish most things in 

life, isn’t it? 

I encourage you to take 
on a Lenten discipline if 
that will help your spirit 
draw closer to God. If 
some other practice 
works better for you, do 
that. If you’re not sure, 
try something. Give 
something up, and re-
member to think about 
why you’re abstaining. 
Take something on, and 
remember why you’re 
doing this thing. Read. 
Pray. Care. Create. 

And keep asking where 
your spirit is with God. 

We will make “Ideas for 
Lenten Disciplines” 
available once more. We 
will have a devotional 
“table tent” from Bread 
for the World available 
as well. But it all comes 
down to one question: 

Where is your spirit 
with God this season? 

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 

Bible Study:  

I Corinthians 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.  

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.  

The Pastor’s Study: 

 
February 23 

Exodus 24:12-18 
 Psalm  2 or Psalm 99 

 2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 

 
 

March 1 
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 

Psalm 32 
Romans 5:12-19 
Matthew 4:1-11 
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O n April 4, 1820, 
the brig Thaddeus 

dropped anchor in the 
bay at Kailua-Kona. The 
eighteen members of 
the American Board of 
Commissioners for For-
eign Missions (four of 
them Hawaiians) were 
the first missionaries to 
move to the islands. 
They arrived to find a 
spiritual ferment. In Oc-
tober 2019 (as the 
Thaddeus left Boston 

Harbor), Queen Ka’ahu-
manu and Queen 
Keopuolani, regents for 
the underage Liholiho, 
had launched a cam-
paign to break down the 
traditional kapu, win-
ning the assistance of 
the chief priest Hewahe-
wa. The queens wel-
comed those proclaim-
ing the Christian faith. 
Others among the ali’i 
followed. Their support 
enabled the missionar-

ies to work freely 
among the people of 
Hawai’i.  

As the first church 
founded in Hawai’i, 
Mokuaikawa Church is 
hosting a celebration of 
the missionaries’ arrival 
on April 4, 2020, includ-
ing a luau and the music 
of Island Breeze, John 
Keawe, and LT Smooth. 
For tickets (seating is 
limited) visit 
kona2020.org. 

A Joyous Welcome to Our New Members 

O n Sunday, February 9th, we welcomed three new members into our fold. 
They are Rev. Jihey Roach, Rev. Jonathan Roach and Lorraine Davis.  We  

celebrate their membership and look forward to their continued presence and 
support as we share the love of God.  

Rev. Jihey Roach, Rev. Jonathan Roach, Rev. Eric 

Anderson and Lorraine Davis. 

https://mokuaikaua.com/200th-tickets-now-available/
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“ Even though on the 
outside it often looks 

like things are falling 
apart on us, on the inside, 
where God is making new 
life, not a day goes by 
without God’s unfolding 
grace. These hard times 
are small potatoes com-
pared to the coming good 
times, the lavish celebra-
tion prepared for us. 
There’s far more here 
than meets the eye.” - 2 
Corinthians 4:16b-18a 
(MSG) 
 
When my daughter was 
younger, we’d pare down 
her toy box when it got 
full. On one such day, the 
“keep” pile grew faster 
than the “discard” pile. I 
picked up an off-looking 
toy on the “keep” pile. 
“Honey, why are you 
keeping this? It’s bro-
ken.” She took the toy 
back and said, “It’s not 
broken. It’s just bent. 

See?” She tossed it back 
on the “keep” pile and 
continued saving as 
many toys as possible. 
 
Like the Corinthians, 
we’re quick to declare 
things as broken and 
ready to discard. We 
parents are prone to 
seeing the growing 
chasm between the day
-to-day chaos sur-
rounding us and the 
perfect parents we can 
never actually be. The 
urgency and intensity 
of life’s stressors can 
diminish our capacity 
to see God’s unfolding 
grace within us and 
around us. 
 
Paul’s letter to the Co-
rinthians coincides so 
well with that seren-
dipitous toy box lesson: 
Even though things 
look as though they’re 
falling apart on the out-

side, dear parent, God 
is making new life on 
the inside. You’re not 
broken, just bent. See?! 

 
Prayer 
Thank you, 
God, for see-
ing us deep-

ly enough to know 
we’re not broken, but 
sometimes bent. Help 
me do the same for my 
beloveds … and for my-
self!  

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Phiwa S. Langeni con-
tributed this devotion-
al to Hard and Holy: De-
votions for Parenting, a 
collection of devotion-
als for the spiritual 
practice of raising, 
teaching, learning 
from, delighting in, and 
cleaning up after chil-
dren. Order Hard and 
Holy today.  

Bent, Not Broken 

Phiwa Langeni  

Save the Date! 
Annual Membership Meeting 

I t's that time again! The Annual Meeting of Church of the Holy Cross UCC will 
follow the worship service this Sunday, February 23. We will hear reports 

from our ministries of 2019 and consider other business that is proper to come 
before the meeting. Please join us! 

https://www.thepilgrimpress.com/collections/resources-of-the-stillspeaking-writers-group/products/hard-and-holy-devotions-for-parenting
https://www.thepilgrimpress.com/collections/resources-of-the-stillspeaking-writers-group/products/hard-and-holy-devotions-for-parenting
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04 Yamauchi, Joanne 

05 Palea, Susan 

20 Tanaka, Robert 

24 Daikawa, Mildred 

26 Kodani, Esther 

Fe b r u a r y  
4 Katada, Emi 

6 Maeda, Margaret 

7 Sato, Thelma 

15 Miyake, Richard 

18 Jack, Lei 

22 Nagami, Tamayo 

22 Suzuki, Clarice 

25 Okabe, Gavin 

28 Kurohara, Martha 

29 Yamane, Jon 

M a r c h  

FEBRUARY 
VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Wayne & Clarice Suzuki,  

and 

Christian & Theone Albano 

Sunday, February 23 
Lay Reader 

Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Theone Albano  

& Jill Suzuki 

 

Sunday, March 1 
Lay Reader 

Jayson Rekis 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Irene Okada 

Sunday, March 8 
Lay Reader 

Gloria Kobayashi 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

 

 

Sunday, March 15 
Lay Reader 

Jane Kawazoe 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Goya Family 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  

service by February 28, 2020 

 



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm 

Pastor’s Prayer Group: 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of every month in 

Pastor’s study 

Choir Rehearsal: Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary & Sundays, 9 a.m. in the 

lounge 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays, 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Bedesta Bible Study: Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room 

Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary 

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room. 

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 3:30 pm to 6:30 

pm in the Sanctuary. 

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building 

of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


