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News from the
Board of Stewardship and Mission

Y

ing funds from our J’s
MiniMart account.

In trying to bring some
change to what we do
annually, we discussed
how we raise funds for
our Bread for the
World campaign. We
decided to move this
activity to July and
would try something
which would be less
work for the congregation. Writing letters to
our representatives in
Congress is very vital
to the goal of ending
hunger at home and
abroad, so we will continue to do this. However, watch for news
about what we will do
to raise funds this year,
including using match-

We also decided to use
money earned through
our HI-5 recycling and
J’s MiniMart to sponsor
a child, and an elder living at the Family Village
Farm (Pannai) in Vellore, India. It costs $35
each per month to help
provide food, clothing,
shelter, love, discipline
and training for the
child, and meals, medical care, shelter and a
small stipend for the
elder who has no income nor place to live,
residing in the community family setting on
the Farm. We are also
sending $25 per month
to sponsor a student,
who does not live on
the Farm, to attend the
Village Farm’s King’s
Matriculation Day
School which provides
education and a hot
meal daily for a child
living in one of the 32
surrounding villages.
This mission project is
through the Child and
Elder Sponsorship Program, a project of Glob-

our Board of
Stewardship and
Mission, comprised
2020of
Beverly Dodo, Barbara
Iwami, Woody Kita, Genie Phillips, Anne Sadayasu, Jennifer
Tanouye, with Bob
Smith, Moderator and
Pastor Eric, came together to make plans
for 2020. Dates and assignments for the different activities were
set for the year.

Fe b r u a r y
Upcoming Dates
13

Peanut Butter
Ministry

17

President’s Day
Holiday

23

Annual Membership
Meeting

23

J’s Mini Mart

Fe b r u a r y
Board Meetings
9

Council Meeting

16 Deacons Meeting

al Ministries of the
UCC. We signed on for
a year of sponsorship
and as we learn more,
we will keep the congregation informed.
Thank you to all who
help us earn this money through our recycling collection and J’s
MiniMart sales.
We are always looking
for activities for our
congregation to get involved in mission work
here in our community
and worldwide. If you
have any suggestions,
please let any of the
Board members know.
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The Pastor’s Corner

ow do the mynas
do it?

I’ve heard them – you’ve
heard them – everyone
has heard them squabble
and screech. They jump
about and bat their
wings at one another. It
sounds for all the world
as if the myna world was
coming to an end.
Ten minutes later, they’re
placidly searching the
grasses for another bug
or seed, side by side in
perfect amity.
Human beings do not
reconcile their differences so well. Family arguments linger and linger. Conflicts between
family branches all too
frequently become legendary feuds, as between
Kamehameha I and his
cousin Keoua Ku’ahu’ula.
In Europe, long-time distrust among those nations is now represented
in the departure of the
United Kingdom from the
European Union. Residents of Scotland, who
voted just a couple years
ago to remain in the UK,
are said to be reconsidering that decision.
How do the mynas do it?

In the wake of an impeachment in the House
of Representatives and
acquittal in the Senate,
how will Americans live
as neighbors? When the
question of telescope
construction on Mauna
Kea has its final answer,
how will Hawaiians live
as neighbors? When my
friend or spouse or sibling stands for their
rights and I stand for
mine, how will we live
as neighbors afterward?
How do the mynas do
it?
I doubt they’ve heard of
the prophet Micah, but
in all my years of reading the Scriptures, I’ve
never found a better
guide: “What does the
LORD require of you but
to do justice, and to love
kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?”
We may never live with
one another after conflict the way the mynas
do it, but perhaps we
could learn to do it as
humans do it: justly, lovingly, and humbly with
God.
With aloha,
Pastor Eric

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:






Deep questions
Surprising wisdom
Unforgettable stories
Seeds of thought
Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study:
I Corinthians
Sundays 8:30 a.m.
J’s Cafe
Follow the Lectionary
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
The Pastor’s Study:

February 9
Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12)
Psalm 112:1-9 (10)
I Corinthians 2:1-12,
(13-16)
Matthew 5:13-20

February 16
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 119:1-8
I Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-37

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter:
@esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/
holycrosshilo
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Save the Date!
Annual Membership Meeting

O

ur church’s Annual Membership Meeting will be held after worship on
Sunday, February 23rd.

The Annual Report has been distributed for your review.
We look forward to your presence at our Annual Membership Meeting.

Sunday School Happenings
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”
— John 15:12 NSRV

T

he Sunday School students are learning about what Jesus has said about
loving one another and made Valentines in class last week. They will be
distributing them along with chocolates and flowers after the Time with Children on February 9th. Come and feel the love!

Hawai`i CareChoices
Camp `Ohana 2020

C

amp `Ohana is for children and their families who have experienced the
loss of a significant person in their lives.

This special two-day camp has been developed to meet the bereavement
needs of children and their families in a fun camp setting. The camp provides
guided family activities to help families come together to build their own resilience.
Campers may participate in family art project, cultural ceremonies, physical
activities, and age appropriate structured group sessions.
2020 Camp `Ohana will be on March 7 & 8 at Kilauea Military Camp; registration fee is $25.00 per family, application deadline is February 17, 2020. For
more information, contact the Bereavement Counselor at (808) 969-1733.
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Good Meetings
By Donna Schaper

C

onsider how we
may spur one another on toward love and
good deeds, not giving up
meeting together, as
some are in the habit of
doing, but encouraging
one another—and all the
more as you see the Day
approaching. - Hebrews
10:24-25 (NIV)
It’s said that the church
can be judged by the
quality of its encounters.
Isn’t that a fancy way of
saying a meeting? What
might make us not give
up meeting together?
1. Show up at the meeting with high hopes and
be the most positive person present. You’ve
heard people say that
you should seize the interview? That’s how you
get the job. That’s also

how you come to enjoy
meetings.
2. When negative people show up at the
meeting, with the full
intention of making
everybody else feel as
rotten as they do, call
them out. I mean call
them in. How else can
we spur each other on?
3. Give every group
three chances and then
quit. But when you
quit, realize that meetings are inevitable in
the for-profit and notfor-profit worlds.
If you don’t learn how
to self-govern yourself
in self-governing meetings, what will happen
to self-governance and
democracy? The stakes
are high, not low.

Prayer:
Let me go into my
meetings with a wiggle
in my walk and a giggle
in my talk. On the way
out, let people compliment each other on
how much poetry and
possibility we all have.
Spur me on to that
great Day which is approaching. Amen.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Donna
Schaper is
Senior Minister at Judson
Memorial
Church in New York
City. Her most recent
book is I Heart Francis:
Letters to the Pope from
an Unlikely Admirer.

New Members Joining Sunday
We will welcome three new members to our congregation during worship on
Sunday, February 9. Lorraine Davis has lived in Hilo for some years; she
manages the Sexual Assault Services program for the YWCA. The Rev. Jonathan
and the Rev. Jihei Roach come to us from New Hampshire. He is now library
director in Honoka'a and she is the Bereavement Manager for Hawai'i Care
Choices. Please join in greeting them with aloha!
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FEBRUARY
VOLUNTEERS
USHERS

Wayne & Clarice Suzuki,
and
Christian & Theone Albano

Sunday, February 9
Lay Reader
Janet Fujioka

March

Fe b r u a r y
04

Yamauchi, Joanne

4

Katada, Emi

05

Palea, Susan

6

Maeda, Margaret

20

Tanaka, Robert

7

Sato, Thelma

24

Daikawa, Mildred

15

Miyake, Richard

18

Jack, Lei

22

Nagami, Tamayo

22

Suzuki, Clarice

25

Okabe, Gavin

28

Kurohara, Martha

29

Yamane, Jon

26 Kodani, Esther

Chapel Decoration
Laura Ota

Sunday, February 16
Lay Reader
Ming Peng
Chapel Decoration
Hats Kamimura

Sunday, February 23
Lay Reader
Carolyn Lum-Bellem
Chapel Decoration
Theone Albano
& Jill Suzuki

Sunday, March 1
Lay Reader
Jayson Rekis
Chapel Decoration
Irene Okada

The Messenger
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal
service by February 14, 2020

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm
Pastor’s Prayer Group: 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of every month in
Pastor’s study
Choir Rehearsal: Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary & Sundays, 9 a.m. in the
lounge
UCCP Bible Study: Wednesday, 6:00 pm in J’s Cafe.
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays, 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Bedesta Bible Study: Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room
Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm
Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Other Congregations Worshiping Here
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in the Sanctuary.
Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,
Meeting Room.
The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 3:30 pm to 6:30
pm in the Sanctuary.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building
of Faith Meeting Room.

