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CHURCH  OF  THE  HOLY  CROSS  

J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  2 0 2 0  

J a nu a r y  
Upcomi ng  Da t e s  

23 Sr. Ministry 
 

23 Christian Education 
Meeting 

25 Trustees Service Day 

26 J’s Mini Mart 

J a nu a r y  
Boa rd  Mee t i n g s  

26 Deacons Meeting 

The Community Sings  
 Still Lifting Voices and Hearts 

2020 

Martin Luther, the Ger-
man theologian whose 
determination grew 
into the Protestant 
Reformation, loved 
music. “Music is one of 
the fairest and most 
glorious gifts of God,” 
he wrote. “As long as 
we live there is never 
enough singing.” 

So we are continuing to 
gather and sing togeth-
er on the second and 
fourth Fridays each 
month from 6 to 7 pm 
in the church sanctu-
ary. You don’t need to 
bring an instrument 
and you don’t need to 
bring a songbook (you 
can bring either or 
both if you like). We 
have some songbooks 
handy and we have 
some ready hands to 
ukulele and guitar. 
There are plenty of 
things we sing from 

memory as well, and 
every once in a while 
we’ll ask Pastor Eric to 
explain the verses of 
“Waltzing Matilda” 
again. 

It's not a hymn sing, ex-
cept when we sing 
hymns. It’s a song-for-
our-hearts sing. You 
can sing something 
you’ve prepared or in-
vite everyone to join 
along on an old favor-
ite. Favorites include 
“On Top of Spaghetti” 
and “Hawai’i Aloha.” Sa-
cred or secular makes 
no difference. As Luther 
also famously said 
when he set “A Mighty 
Fortress is Our God” to 
a beer hall drinking 
song, “Why should the 
devil get all the good 
tunes?” 

See you on Friday! 

 

Let me hear of your 

steadfast love in the 

morning, for in you I 

put my trust. Teach me 

the way I should go, for 

to you I lift up my soul. 

—Psalm 143:8 NRSV 
O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful 

noise to the rock of our salvation! 
—Psalm 95:1 NRSV 

Save the Date! 
Annual Membership Meeting 

Our church’s Annual Membership Meeting will be held after worship on  
Sunday, February 23rd. The Annual Report should be ready for distribution the 
first week of February. 
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I didn’t expect to see 
much during morning 
walks by the Bay last 
week. Low clouds 
seemed like a permanent 
companion for us here in 
Hilo, matched by extraor-
dinarily high tides and 
repeated downpours. 
Most days, my experi-
ence matched my expec-
tations. 

One morning, however, I 
glanced up to see the 
snowpack on the summit 
of Mauna Kea glowing a 
faint blue-white, seem-
ingly floating in mid-air. 
My eyes swiftly dis-
cerned the familiar lines 
of the mountain’s slopes, 
deeper blue set against 
the gray-blue of the 
clouds. Blue was the col-
or theme of that morn-
ing, not the dazzling sky 
blue of a cloudless sky, 
but the deep and subtle 
blues of the hour before 
the dawn. 

I took a picture, of 
course. 

People still debate the 
future of that summit. 
Neighbors and family 
members argue, some-
times fiercely, about what 
they believe should hap-
pen. The conflict re-
mains. 

The beauty of the mauna 
also remains. 

It reminds me of Earth-
rise, the 1968 photo tak-
en by Apollo 8 crewman 
Bill Anders showing the 
Earth rising above the 
surface of the moon. Its 
serenity has awed the 
world. 

Yet the world in 1968 
was also torn with con-
flict. The Vietnam War 
raged. Soviet tanks 
crushed the Prague 
Spring. Civil wars rav-
aged the populations of 
Angola, Eritrea, Guate-
mala, Mozambique, 
North Yemen, and Rho-
desia. Assassins in the 
United States slew the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and Robert 
Kennedy. 

And the beauty of the 
planet remained. In-
deed, it remains. 

We cannot and must not 
ignore the suffering, 
conflict, and desperate 
prayers of the world. Let 
also never forget its 
wonder and its beauty 
as we do so. 

The beauty of the mau-
na – the beauty of the 
planet – the beauty of 
humanity – remains. 

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 

Bible Study:  

I Corinthians 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.  

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.  

The Pastor’s Study: 

 
January 26 
Isaiah 9: 1-4 

 Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
 I Corinthians 1:10-18 

Matthew 4:12-23 
 
 

February 2 
Micah 6:1-8 

Psalm 15 
I Corinthians 2:1-12 

Matthew 5:1-12 
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News from The Gathering Place 

A 
t our planning 
for 2020 pot-
luck meeting 
on Monday, 

January 13th, we decided 
that we would like to 
continue to meet every 
Monday from 9 a.m. to 
12 noon in the Building 
of Faith for fellowship 
and activities. The ex-
ception would be no 
meetings on holidays.  

We decided that we 
would continue our 
hour of ukulele and 
singing on the 1st Mon-
day of the month, as 
well as watching a 
movie on the 2nd Mon-
day.   For the other 
Mondays, we will do 
projects around the 
church, work in the 
garden, take walks, do 
craft activities, play 

card and board games, 
all with the main  
objective of fellowship; 
getting to know each 
other better!     
 
So, please join us if you 
are free on Mondays to 
get to know each other 
better!  Pickleball will 
continue to be played 
from 1-3 pm in the 
Building of Faith, too. 

Bruised, Broken, Smoldering, Snuffed Out 

John Edgerton  

A 
ware of this, Je-
sus withdrew 
from that place. 
A large crowd 

followed him, and he 
healed all who were ill. He 
warned them not to tell 
others about him. This was 
to fulfill what was spoken 
through the prophet Isai-
ah: “… He will not quarrel 
or cry out; no one will hear 
his voice in the streets. A 
bruised reed he will not 
break, and a smoldering 
wick he will not snuff out, 
till he has brought justice 
through to victory. In his 
name the nations will put 
their hope.” - Matthew 
12:15-21 (NIV) 
 
“Senator ripped apart…” 
“Zuckerberg destroyed by 
Senator…” 
“Pelosi blasted…” 
“Trump torn to shreds… 
 
Have you noticed this? 
How news headlines casu-
ally include over-the-top 
violent imagery? This kind 

of writing is hyperbole in-
tended to agitate our al-
ready inflamed emotions 
and rub the already raw 
places in our spirits. This 
isn’t a right versus left 
thing. This imagery is eve-
rywhere. 
 
After all, “Zuckerberg de-
stroyed by Senator” is a 
lot juicier than “Social me-
dia executive fields ques-
tion from US Senator that 
is more of a statement 
than a question, really.” 
 
Headlines like this sell. 
People follow these links 
and follow where this 
kind of language leads, 
deeper into realms of divi-
sion and violence against 
the vulnerable. 
 
We as Christians follow 
someone very different. 
We follow Christ who 
healed without cost, who 
resisted renown, who 
taught in riddles so that 
those who heard him 

could work out for 
themselves the right 
way to go. 
 
When you finish read-
ing this devotional, 
you’ll head back out 
into the rest of the in-
ternet. There you’ll en-
counter every manner 
of screaming, all-caps, 
blood-and-guts image-
ry crying out for you to 
follow. Be mindful of 
where they lead, and 
remember Who you 
follow. 
 
Prayer 
O Prince of Peace, may 
we follow you in every 
area of our lives.  
 

ABOUT 
THE  
AUTHOR 
John Edger-
ton is Lead 

Pastor at First United 
Church of Oak Park, 
Illinois.  
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Ushers 2020 
(Amended) 

January 2020  
Barbara Iwami 
Lei Jack   
Joyce Nakamoto  
Michi Koizumi  
Millie Daikawa  

 

February 2020  
Wayne Suzuki  
Clarice Suzuki 
Theone Albano  
Christian Albano 

 

March 2020  
IYAA - Jayson Rekis 
Reilly Narruhn 
Stuart Mori   
   

April 2020   
Julann Sonomura  
Ming Peng   
Nalyn Ang   
Cheryl Sumida  
    

May 2020  
Woody Kita 
Erin Okuda 
Mary Ann Katayama 
Ruth Nino-DuPonte 

    

June 2020 
Stefan Tanouye 
Jennifer Tanouye 
Eric Tanouye 
Jean Tanouye 
 

July 2020 
James Yoshiyama 
Connie Yoshiyama 
Carolyn Lum-Bellem 
Carol Morioka 

 

August 2020 
Cheryl Sumida 
Julann Sonomura 
Ming Peng 
Nalyn Ang 

 

September 2020 
Jane Kawazoe 
Doreen Lucas  
Cindy Debus 
Moira Tanaka 

 

October 2020 
Ben Masutomi 
Reiko Masutomi 
Sets Takemoto 
Tammy Nagami 

 

November 2020 
Anne Sadayasu 
Henry Nakamoto 
Julann Sonomura 
Cheryl Sumida 

 

December 2020 
Moira Tanaka 
Stefan Tanouye 
Ming Peng 
Jennifer Tanouye 
Ruth Niino-DuPonte 
Nalyn Ang  

Bible Studies Meeting 

We have three regular Bible Studies at Church of the Holy Cross:  
 
              9:30 am and 6:30 pm on Wednesdays, and  
              8:30 am on Sundays  
 
Both Wednesday groups will be studying the readings for the coming  
Sunday. The Sunday morning group is reading the Gospel of Matthew. The 
groups do not require any sign-up or advanced notice. Feel free to join us!   

Service Day Saturday 

It's time to pick up, clean up, and tend to the buildings and grounds. Join us 
Saturday to make our church warm, welcoming, and inviting. Service Day be-
gins at 8:30 am and we usually finish around noon. Thank you for your help 
and effort!  
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04 Yamauchi, Joanne 

05 Palea, Susan 

20 Tanaka, Robert 

24 Daikawa, Mildred 

Fe b r u a r y  
3 Kanahele, Ann 

6 DuPonte, Kyle 

8 Chen, Bill 

8 Nakayama, Kyle 

9 Hayashi, Takeru 

19 Chu, Newton 

20 Inouye, Grayson 

22 Koizumi, Michi 

22 Kawasaki, Kevin 

28 Mukai, Theodora 

30 Iwami, Barbara 

30 Inouye, Vernon 

J a n u a r y  

JANUARY 
VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Barbara Iwami, Lei Jack, 

Joyce Nakamoto,  

Michi Koizumi & Millie 

Daikawa 

Sunday, January 26 
Lay Reader 

Ming Peng 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Ethel Yoshimasu &  

Teddy Mukai 

 

Sunday, February 2 
Lay Reader 

Barbara Iwami 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Gloria Kobayashi 

Sunday, February 9 
Lay Reader 

Janet Fujioka 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Else Ushijima 

 

Sunday, February 16 
Lay Reader 

Ming Peng 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Hats Kamimura 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  

service by January 31, 2020. 



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm 

Pastor’s Prayer Group: 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of every month in 

Pastor’s study 

Choir Rehearsal: Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary & Sundays, 9 a.m. in the 

lounge 

UCCP Bible Study: Wednesday, 6:00 pm in J’s Cafe . 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays, 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Bedesta Bible Study: Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room 

Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary 

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room. 

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 3:30 pm to 6:30 

pm in the Sanctuary. 

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building 

of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


