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Dec embe r  
Upcomi ng  Da t e s  

20 E Maka`ala School 
Christmas Program 

21 Fire ants treatment 

24 Candle light services 

25 Christmas Holiday 

J a nu a r y  
Boa rd  Mee t i n g s  

12 Council Meeting 

Christmas Eve Service  

It’s a very special 
Christmas Eve Service 
at Church of the Holy 
Cross at 7:00 pm on 
Tuesday, December 24.  
During the Service of 
Lessons and Carols, a 
32-voice choir com-
posed of Christmas 
singers who joined the 
chancel choir, Na Leo 
Ni’o Lani, will sing Gus-
tav Holst’s Christmas 
Day! A choral fantasy 
of old carols.  They will 
be accompanied by an 
eight-piece string or-
chestra and piano.  So-
loists are: Marlise Ahu-
na, mezzo-soprano; Mi-
chael Steele, bass; Jo-
anne Pocsidio, sopra-
no; and Eric Anderson, 
tenor.  The choir is di-
rected by Doug Albert-
son. 

The service will con-
clude in candlelight 
with the singing of 
“Silent Night.” 

Also part of the pro-
gram will be the choir 
from the Hilo Congre-
gational Christian 
Church of American Sa-
moa and members of 
the United Church of 
Christ of Pohnpei. 

The church is decorat-
ed with Christmas 
wreaths and boughs 
and two Christmas 
trees.  The paper-cut 
angels with trumpets 
are still flying and the 
Star of Bethlehem with 
36 detailed cutouts is 
also on display. The de-
votional An Advent of 
Giving, readings and 
reflections for Advent, 
encourages readers to 

bring non-perishable 
food items for the Food 
Basket. 

The Church of the Holy 
Cross is located at 440 
W. Lanikaula Street in 
Hilo.  Please call the 
church office at (808) 
935-1283 for more in-
formation. 

Christmas Eve Choir Gathered for Rehearsal 
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S ome years ago my 
mother-in-law con-

tributed mashed pota-
toes to a family Christ-
mas meal for the first 
time. They were gently 
seasoned with garlic, so 
subtly that the precise 
flavor was hard to identi-
fy but so uniquely deli-
cious that the first 
mouthful raised gasps 
around the table. Some 
years later, it fell to me to 
make the dish, and I 
learned why she didn’t 
always make them that 
way. The recipe was intri-
cate. It demanded atten-
tion. It required a lot of 
ingredients and a long 
cooking time. 

Even though it’s one of 
my favorite preparations, 
I only make it for special 
occasions, and I pause 
and think hard before I 
do. 

Christmas is filled with 
such things, isn’t it? 
Christmas tables are lad-
en through hours of ef-
fort. We climb ladders 
and wrestle greenery for 
our Christmas decora-
tions. We endure long 
lines at the stores to 
wrap presents and place 
them beneath the trees.  

All of this activity is also 
a gift to those we love. 

The gifts themselves are 
usually far smaller than 
the work we did so we 
could present them.  

As you extend your gifts 
to friends and family 
this season, I encourage 
you to do so conscious 
of how much of yourself 
you have given with that 
gift: how much time, 
how much energy, how 
much thought. The dan-
ger is that you make a 
martyr of yourself – “I 
did so much and now 
you don’t appreciate it!” 
– so try to frame your 
thoughts more like this: 
“You are someone I love, 
someone I love so much 
that this time and effort 
are yours.” 

As you open your own 
presents, open your 
awareness to what your 
loved ones have done 
for you. Each one says, 
“I have given you these 
hours and this effort. 
Why? Because I love 
you.” 

Even so the gift of Jesus, 
sleeping in his manger 
cradle of Bethlehem, is 
God whispering: 

“I love you.” 

Aloha to you this Christ-
mas, 
 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 

Bible Study:  

I Corinthians 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.  

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.  

The Pastor’s Study: 

 
December 22 
Isaiah 7:10-16 

 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 
 

December 29 
Isaiah 63:7-9 

Psalm 148 
Hebrews 2:10-18 
Matthew 2:13-23 
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O n December 8th, a bright, sunny Sunday afternoon, 14 of our church folks 
were out singing Christmas carols for members of our church who   

enjoyed the music and fellowship we shared. Bob and Sue, Kay, Moira, Eileen, 
Genie, Pastor Eric, Gloria and her granddaughter Emi, Carol, Anne, Woody and 
his family made up the touring group. Traditional carols and familiar tunes 
were sung and our honorees joined in. What a wonderful time was had by all! 

Joyous Christmas Carolers  

Pray for Samoa 

S amoa is in the midst of a severe measles epidemic, with over 3800 cases 
as of December 2nd and more than 60 related deaths, mostly children. 

Please pray for the children, their families and all who have been affected by 
this outbreak, as well as for our sisters and brothers here in Hawai`i whose 
lives have been  touched by this crisis. Also pray for the humanitarian aid 
workers and health care workers who are providing direct medical care and 
support to those affected. If you would like to help, you may make donations 
online at hcucc.org/samoa-relief. 

 Thank you for your thoughts, prayers, vigilance and monetary donations to 
our friends and families of Samoa. 

In Memory of Mrs. Miyeko Yamane 

M rs. Miyeko Yamane peacefully passed away on Dec. 1, 2019.  She was un-
der Hospice care prior to her passing on Oahu.  Mrs. Yamane was a dedi-

cated minister’s wife supporting her husband (the late Rev. Susumu Yamane) in 
his ministry on the mainland and in Hawaii.  As a teacher on Hawaii and Oahu 
she was beloved by her students.  She is survived by children, Naomi (Dan) Gio-
vanni, Deborah (Ross) Watabayashi and Jon (Joy) Yamane; three grandchildren; 
and siblings in Japan.  There is no current information on planned services. 

https://www.hcucc.org/samoa-relief
https://www.hcucc.org/samoa-relief
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News from the Gathering Place  

J ust a gentle reminder! There will be no Gathering Place meetings on Mon-
days, December 23rd and 30th, and January 6th, 2020. Our next meeting will 

be on Monday, January 13th, in the Building of Faith, starting at 9 am. On the 
agenda for that day will be a planning session for 2020 – activities, leaders, 
schedules, etc. We welcome input from all those interested in participating so 
we may continue to be an active group based on providing fellowship, good 
health reminders and maintaining a positive attitude.    
 
Please bring a potluck dish for after our planning session as we continue to  
enjoy fellowship over a shared meal.  See you next year on the 13th of January! 

Candle Light Service  
December 24th – 7:00 pm 
Christmas Eve Service 

Please join us for refreshments  
after service in the Building of Faith. 

You may drop off your delectable goodies before 
service at the BOF kitchen.   

S hop at KTA Super Stores between November 29th  and 
December 24th  to earn points in their Dashing to the 

Save-A-Tape Promotion.  

Please consider donating your tapes to our Senior Ministry 
program by giving them to Moira Tanaka or Eileen Shiraishi 
or turn them into the office. Your help is appreciated. 

Thank you for your generosity. 

From the Board of Stewardship and Mission 

J ’s Mini Mart will not be offering its usual delectable items, plants and other 
goodies on Sunday, December 22nd. We will reopen to serve you on Sunday, 

January 26, 2020.   
 
Thank you to all the suppliers, the buyers and everyone who supported this 
fund raising project of our Board. We look forward to your continued partici-
pation in 2020!      
 
May the season’s blessings bring you joy, comfort and peace. 

https://www.ktasuperstores.com/
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03 Marshall, Katy 

04 Kawazoe, Janine 

07 Yamada, Martha 

07 Yamaki, Eli 

08 Suzuki, Jill 

11 Sumida, Cheryl 

13 Fujimoto, Alice 

13 Fukuda, Sachi 

17 Hayashi, Saeko 

18 Yokoyama, Jay 

21 Tadaki, Lynn 

25 Takemoto, Setsuko 

D e c e m b e r  
3 Kanahele, Ann 

6 DuPonte, Kyle 

8 Chen, Bill 

8 Nakayama, Kyle 

9 Hayashi, Takeru 

19 Chu, Newton 

20 Inouye, Grayson 

22 Koizumi, Michi 

22 Kawasaki, Kevin 

28 Mukai, Theodora 

30 Iwami, Barbara 

30 Inouye, Vernon 

J a n u a r y  

DECEMBER 
VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Moira Tanaka,  

Ruth Niino-DuPonte,  

Stefan & Jennifer Tanouye 

Sunday, December 22 
Lay Reader 

Woody Kita 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Cindy Debus 

 

Sunday, December 29 
Lay Reader 

Bob Smith 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

 

Sunday, January 5 
Lay Reader 

Bob Smith 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

 

Sunday, January 12 
Lay Reader 

Woody Kita 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Lillian Tanouye, Eric 

Tanouye, Kyle Nakayama 

families 

 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  

service by January 3, 2020. 



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm 

Pastor’s Prayer Group: 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of every month in 

Pastor’s study 

Choir Rehearsal: Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the lounge & Sundays, 9 a.m. in the 

lounge 

Christmas Singers Rehearsal: Tuesdays, 5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary 

UCCP Bible Study: Wednesday, 6:00 pm in J’s Cafe . 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays, 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Bedesta Bible Study: Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room 

Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary 

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Qi Gong: Fridays, 9:00 am in the Building of Faith. 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room. 

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 3:30 pm to 6:30 

pm in the Sanctuary. 

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building 

of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


