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D e c e m b e r  4 ,  2 0 1 9  

Dec embe r  
Upcomi ng  Da t e s  

8 Dedication of  
Christmas Fund 

8 Christmas Caroling 

10 Caregivers Support 
Group 

15 Christmas Pageant 

Dec embe r  
Boa rd  Mee t i n g s  

8 Council Meeting 

The Light Shines in the Darkness 

T hey came when 
you needed 

them. They an-
swered the phone 
when you called. 
They baptized and 
married and buried 
your loved ones. 
They gave up week-
end after weekend to 
care for your spirit, 
lead you in worship, 
and point to God in 
your midst. 
 
Some of them did it 
for less money than 
they could easily live 
on. Some did it for 
less than they would 
have been willing to 
do any other job for 
because of what they 
believe about who 
God is, and what 
they believe about 
who you are. 

For all the sacrifices 
that clergy and lay 
church workers have 
made in our congrega-
tions over 100 years 
ago the Pension 
Boards of the United 
Church of Christ creat-
ed the Christmas 
Fund for the Veterans 
of the Cross and the 
Emergency Fund to 
help support them in 
retirement and during 
times of need. 
 
Thank you for sup-
porting this special of-
fering on December 8th 
as we join others to 
make the lights shine 
in darkness for those 
who have given much 
to our church. 
 

Board of Stewardship 
and Mission 

 

Christmas Events  
and Services 2019 

 

December 8 – 2:00 pm 
Christmas Caroling 

 

December 13 – 6:00 pm 
Community Sing:  
Christmas Carols Wel-
come! 

 

December 15 – 10:00 am 
Christmas Pageant 

 

December 24 – 7:00 pm 
Christmas Eve Service 
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T he season is truly upon us. 

I grant you that the sea-
son has been with us for 
a while. We weren’t two 
weeks into November 
when I first heard “Mele 
Kalikimaka” playing in a 
public place (with sever-
al other Christmas tunes 
in tow). I can only be 
grateful that Halloween 
had passed. If I spent 
more time in retail 
stores, I’d have probably 
noticed the growing 
amount of space allocat-
ed to reindeer, sleighs, 
and Santas. 

Last Sunday the Church 
joined its own season. 
We, along with thou-
sands of churches, lit a 
first Advent candle. As 
the days shorten and the 
nights lengthen, that can-
dle glows for Hope 
amidst confusion. In the 
weeks to come, new can-
dles will shine for Peace, 
for Joy, and for Love. On 
Christmas Eve five flames 
will glow in celebration 
of Jesus Christ. 

It is no accident that we 
celebrate Jesus’ birth 
shortly after the longest 
night of the year. The 
gospels don’t tell us the 
date of his birth. Scholars 
guess, in fact, that it took 

place as lambs were be-
ing born in spring. But it 
is in darkness that we 
need light. It is in grief 
that we need comfort. It 
is in stress that we need 
hope. 

If joy comes easily to 
you in this season, bring 
it and bring it proud! 
Somebody else will 
need your help with 
theirs. If tears are your 
portion in this season, 
let them fall, but let 
them fall in the 
knowledge that God 
blesses the mourners 
with comfort. If uncer-
tainty is your lot in this 
season, that is what is, 
but know that God in-
tends nothing but love 
for you. If you catch 
your breath in wonder 
in this season, open 
your arms wide to ac-
cept it. God’s hope, 
peace, joy, love, and Sav-
ior are yours, and what 
can a soul do but won-
der? 

Let the season be truly 
upon us. May we cling to 
God’s blessings in joy, 
tears, uncertainty, and 
wonder. 

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 

Bible Study:  

I Corinthians 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.  

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.  

The Pastor’s Study: 

 
December 8 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

 Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

 
 

December 15 
Isaiah 35:1-10 

Psalm 146:5-10 
Luke 1:47-55 
James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 
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Holy Listening Workshop  
After Worship December 15 

T he Rev. Caroline Miura will lead a workshop on “Holy Listening,” a way to 
come to a deeper understanding of another person’s ideas, feelings, and 

experiences. Join us in a participatory experience of deep and sacred listening: 
listening directed toward helping the storyteller share fully. 

     Learn how to lay aside the impulse to think about what you’ll say next. 
Learn how to lay aside judgment or the impulse to “fix it.” 
Learn how to share, and how to receive sharing. 

The Rev. Caroline Miura, BCC, serves as Bereavement and Spiritual Care Coordi-
nator for Kaua’i Hospice. An ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, 
she has extensive experience as a family and bereavement counselor, as well as 
pastoral leadership. Her studies include Non Violent Communication, Women’s 
Spirituality, Applied Meditation and Alternative Forms of Holistic Healing, An-
ger Management, Alcohol/Substance Abuse Certification Training, Hospice/
Bereavement Training, South Africa Study Tour, and Oahu’s Teen Institute 
Training on Resiliency. 

O n behalf of the Senior Ministry program, please accept our warmest 
gratitude for donating your "Grateful With a Plateful of Save a Tape".  

 

Your generous help is always appreciated. 

Conference Minister Preaching December 8 

H awai’i Conference Minister the Rev. Dr. David Popham will lead worship 
and preach at Church of the Holy Cross on Sunday, December 8, at the 10 

am service. Dr. Popham began his ministry in Hawai’i in September and has 
spent much of the time since traveling the islands and meeting the pastors and 
people of our churches. Originally from Kentucky, he served several years as As-
sociate Conference Minister in the Central Atlantic Association. He brings great 
depth of wisdom, years of ministry experience, and a warm sense of humor to 
us.  

Please join us December 8 to welcome David to Hawai’i and to refresh your 
spirit with his insights. 



P a g e  4  

The Spirit of Giving 

W e know very 
little about 

Mary, to be truthful. 
We don’t know her 
age. We don’t know 
her background. We 
don’t know much of 
her personality, ex-
cept that she was 
thoughtful. She treas-
ured words and 
“pondered them in 
her heart” (Luke 
2:19). 

We also know that 
she was daring, and 
that she was forth-
right. Confronted 
with the presence of 
an angelic messenger, 
she stood her ground 
and bravely asked 
questions about the 
things that confused 
her. We know that 

she was able to make a 
leap of faith to accept 
as blessing that which 
sounded impossible.  

We know that she ac-
cepted a commission 
to do something great: 
to bear and to raise the 
Savior. We know she 
took this on wide-
eyed. We know that 
she envisioned a great 
change, a sea change, 
in the world around 
her. We know she ex-
pected to suffer a bro-
ken heart through it 
all. 

Mary was willing to 
give her spirit. 

What will you give this 
season?  

Your Christmas gift to 
Church of the Holy 

Cross will bring water 
to thirsty people – it 
will bring water of the 
spirit to thirsty souls. 
Your Christmas gift to 
Church of the Holy 
Cross will help young 
people learn about the 
love of God – it will 
help people of every 
age learn about the 
love of God, too. Your 
Christmas gift to 
Church of the Holy 
Cross will bring music, 
light, and laughing 
times together.  

Let it also be a gift of 
your spirit. 

May God bless you in 
this season, 

 

Pastor Eric 

S hop at KTA Super Stores between November 29th  and 
December 24th  to earn points in their Dashing to the 

Save-A-Tape Promotion.  

Please consider donating your tapes to our Senior Ministry 
program by giving them to Moira Tanaka or Eileen Shiraishi 
or turn them into the office. Your help is appreciated. 

Thank you for your generosity. 
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03 Marshall, Katy 

04 Kawazoe, Janine 

07 Yamada, Martha 

07 Yamaki, Eli 

08 Suzuki, Jill 

11 Sumida, Cheryl 

13 Fujimoto, Alice 

13 Fukuda, Sachi 

17 Hayashi, Saeko 

18 Yokoyama, Jay 

21 Tadaki, Lynn 

25 Takemoto, Setsuko 

D e c e m b e r  
3 Kanahele, Ann 

6 DuPonte, Kyle 

8 Chen, Bill 

8 Nakayama, Kyle 

9 Hayashi, Takeru 

19 Chu, Newton 

20 Inouye, Grayson 

22 Koizumi, Michi 

22 Kawasaki, Kevin 

28 Mukai, Theodora 

30 Iwami, Barbara 

30 Inouye, Vernon 

J a n u a r y  

DECEMBER 
VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Moira Tanaka,  

Ruth Niino-DuPonte,  

Stefan & Jennifer Tanouye 

Sunday, December 8 
Lay Reader 

Jayson Rekis 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Beverly Dodo 

 

Sunday, December 15 
Lay Reader 

Nayln Ang 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Jean Kita 

 

Sunday, December 22 
Lay Reader 

Woody Kita 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Cindy Debus 

 

Sunday, December 29 
Lay Reader 

Bob Smith 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  

service by December 13, 2019. 



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm 

Pastor’s Prayer Group: 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of every month in 

Pastor’s study 

Choir Rehearsal: Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the lounge & Sundays, 9 a.m. in the 

lounge 

Christmas Singers Rehearsal: Tuesdays, 5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary 

UCCP Bible Study: Wednesday, 6:00 pm in J’s Cafe . 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays, 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Bedesta Bible Study: Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room 

Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary 

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Qi Gong: Fridays, 9:00 am in the Building of Faith. 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room. 

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 3:30 pm to 6:30 

pm in the Sanctuary. 

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building 

of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


