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G ifts to the an-
nual Christmas
Fund embody the
spirit of the season
by supporting those
in need who have
faithfully served the
church.

For 118 years, the
Christmas Fund for
the Veterans of the
Cross and the Emer-
gency Fund has been
a tangible expres-
sion of God’s love
and light in the
world. One of four
special mission of-
ferings of the United
Church of Christ, the
Christmas Fund pro-
vides UCC congrega-
tions and members
an opportunity to
reach out in
kindheartedness to
those who have
shepherded our
church and who now
find themselves fac-
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The Christmas Fund - 2019
dhe Light hines in the Daxkness

ing unexpected finan-
cial needs.

In 2018, UCC con-
gregations and mem-
bers generously con-
tributed over
$1,500,000 to this spe-
cial offering. This ena-
bled the United Church
Board of Ministerial
Assistance to provide,
on behalf of the whole
Church, Supplementa-
tion of Small Annuities,
Retiree Health Premi-
um Supplementation,
Emergency Grants and
Christmas “Thank You”
Gift checks to individu-
als and families in
need.

We invite you to join
again thousands of
UCC members and
congregations who
support this year’s ap-
peal and trust the light
will shine in the dark-
ness.

*

November
Upcoming Dates

24 J's Mini Mart

26  Christmas Fund
Promotion

28 Thanksgiving

December
Board Meetings

3  Trustees Meeting

10 Council Meeting

We will dedicate the

Christmas Fund on
December 8th, Please
watch for an envelope
for your donation.
Thank you for sup-
porting this special
offering.
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The Pastor’s Corner

wo weeks ago, |

wrote about things
that didn’t seem like
they’d work, but, “Why
not? Let’s give them a
try.”

This issue I say, “Let’s do
something again.”

Advent is almost here.
The first Sunday in Ad-
vent is December 1st,
right around the corner.
We've got Christmas Car-
oling and a Pageant com-
ing along, and Christmas
Eve will feature wonder-
ful music from a choir
enhanced by strings and
additional voices. What a
treat!

We will also repeat
something we did last
year. We're going to make
it another Advent of
Giving.

For each of the twenty-
five days of Advent and
Christmas Day, we will
have a devotional read-
ing available for you. We
plan to have the first in-
stallment ready for you
on Sunday the 24th, and
you will be able to down-
load copies from
holycrosshilo.com as
well. Each of the reflec-
tions will conclude with
this challenge: to set
aside a non-perishable
food item, and bring your
week’s collection to
church the next Sunday.
Last year’s effort brought

Contact Pastor Eric

in over 400 pounds of
food, distributed to our
hungry neighbors by
the Food Basket.

Let’s do it again.

To be truthful, I'd really
rather not do this. I'd
rather that all our
neighbors had magically
gained full-time em-
ployment with a living
wage, that they all had
solid roofs over their
heads, that none of
them had to choose be-
tween paying groceries,
utilities, and medical
bills. I'd rather that we
could offer an Advent of
Thanksgiving rather
than repeating an Ad-
vent of Giving.

Not this year.

This year, let us fill our
hearts with the
knowledge of sound dis-
cipleship and the expe-
rience of generous com-
munity. Let us fill our
hearts with earnest re-
flection and diligent
prayer. Let us fill our
hearts - and fill our
neighbors’ emptiness,
too.

Let us make this a deep-
ly blessed Advent of Giv-
ing.

With aloha,

Pastor Eric

Bible Study With

Pastor Eric
7A CAOEA
Deep questions
Surprising wisdom
Unforgettable stories
Seeds of thought

Refreshment for the
spirit

Bible Study:
)

Sundays 8:30 a.m.
J's Cafe
&I 1117 x OEA
7AAT AOGAAUO
7AAT AOAAUO
4EA 0AOOI O
. I OAT AAO
Jeremiah 23:1-6

Luke 1:68-79
Colossians 1:1 1-20

, OEA 4qxd X

$AAAT AACQ

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com { Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter:

@esanderson § Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson i facebook.com/

holycrosshilo
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News from the Gathering Place

As we become busy with the holiday season, we want to give those who are
available and interested in joining in the activities, from 9 to noon in the Build-
ing of Faith on Mondays, an idea of what is planned so you may add them to
your calendars. We invite everyone to join us for fellowship and a good time!

Nov. 25: 9am, Church of the Holy Cross, Building of Faith to prepare
swags for the sanctuary for Hanging of the Greens

Nov. 30: 9 am Hanging of the Greens in the sanctuary

Dec.2: 8 am, Christmas decorating at Sky Garden Restaurant.
9:30 am, Building of Faith, socialization activities to include
singing Christmas songs, games. Ukulele sessions will start up
again in January 2020.

Dec.9: Christmas movie: “Prep and Landing”

Dec. 16: Games such as hanafuda, go, sushi go, rummikub (come learn a
new game), or just talk story

No gatherings on Dec. 23, 30, 2019 and January 6, 2020 to allow for
recovery time from the holidays.

January 13, 2020: Potluck gathering and discussion of plans for 2020.
We have had a busy 2019 and need to gather new ideas for 2020 to keep us
active and healthy. Our garden is thriving - providing vegetables for us to share

and we need to get back to walking again. Come join us and see what can be
added to your life in 2020!

Grateful with a Plateful

e

KTA

SUPER STORES

Shop at KTA Super Stores between October 30th and November 28th to
earn points in their’ OA OA £O1 x F0OoHolilay Save-A-DapePlo
motion. Please consider donating your tapes to our Senior Ministry pro-
gram by giving them to Moira Tanaka or Eileen Shiraishi or turn them into
the office.

91 OO CAT AOI 60 EAI P EO COA


https://www.ktasuperstores.com/
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“Tis the Season

ring your voices and smiling

faces and help us spread i

some Christmas cheer as we
visit our home bound members
and friends.

Let’s meet on Sunday, December
8th at 2:00 p.m. in the upper park-
ing lot of Church of the Holy Cross. |}

Food and fellowship will be served
upon our return in the Building of Faith. You are invited to sing, have fun, and
serve joy!

No Room at the Inn

"Aplace tostay? 4 | 1 E Qon@seat worship on Sunday, December 15th and
watch the story of Christmas unfold through our keiki. There’s a part for all the
kids! Please bring pageant participants to J's Café at 9:30 am that morning to
choose their costumes and do a quick rehearsal. It's the third week of Advent.
Come experience the Joy!

Gathering and Grateful
"EOET C 4EATEO ET (AOITTU

he Interfaith Communities in Action invites you to their annual Communi-

ty Thanksgiving Celebration on Tuesday, November 26th, at 7:00 p.m. at
First United Protestant Church UCC located at 1350 Waianuenue Avenue, Hilo.
It will be an evening of music to inspire and encourage hope, comfort, and joy.

Please bring a non-perishable food item to contribute to the Food Basket.
INTERFAITH
Communities In Action

Save the Date!

Shall We Dance?
Presented by Kanako Okita & Friends

oin us on Saturday, November 23rd at Church of the Holy Cross at 2:00 p.m.
for a wonderful piano recital presented by Kanako Okita and Friends.

You will be magically transported to a land of wonder; joy and amazement as
you are entertained by musicals such as the minute waltz, Hungarian dance,
Snow is Dancing, Minuet, Valse Russe, and much more! Admission is free.
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Birthday Blessings

November December

05 Yamauchi, Darlene N o Marshall, Katy

09 Kimura, Tricia n n Kawazoe, Janine
16 Nakayama, Robin N T Yamada, Martha
19 Kamimura, Hatsue n T Yamaki, Eli

20 Kobayashi, Raymond n'y Suzuki, Jill

20 Ota, Laura M M Sumida, Cheryl
22 Shioshita, Evonne M 0 Fujimoto, Alice

24 Inouye, Gordon M O Fukuda, Sachi

29 Tanouye, Jean M T Hayashi, Saeko

30 Ushijima, Kendal MY Yokoyama, Jay

H M Tadaki, Lynn

H p Takemoto, Setsuko

world for all

November
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The Messenger

The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal
service by November 29, 2019.
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Church of t@&a®C@8oly Cross

440 West Lani kaul a Street
Hi | o, H I 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm
celebrating { 125 years of ministry | Pastor’s Prayer Group: 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of every month in
Pastor’s study
‘ ’ ‘ Choir Rehearsal: Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the lounge & Sundays, 9 a.m. in the

1891 - 2016 lounge
Church of the Holy Cross Christmas Singers Rehearsal: Tuesdays, 5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary
Hilo, Hawai‘i UCCP Bible Study: Wednesday, 6:00 pm in ]'s Café.
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays, 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Bedesta Bible Study: Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room
Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
440 West Lanikaula Street Qi Gong: Fridays, 9:00 am in the Building of Faith.

Hilo, HI 96720
Other Congregations Worshiping Here

Office Hours Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili’o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in the Sanctuary.
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,

Meeting Room.

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei - Rev. Bensis Henry: 3:30 pm to 6:30
pm in the Sanctuary.

Ph. 808-935-1283

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building

www.holycrosshilo.com of Faith Meeting Room.




