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Oc t ob e r  
Upcomi ng  Da t e s  

20 Membership Meeting 

25 Community Sing 

27 All Saints Day Potluck 

27 J’s Mini Mart 

Oc t ob e r  
Boa rd  Mee t i n g s  

27 Deacons Meeting 

been used to accompany 
the hymn singing of the 
Senior Ministry. The gift 
of the Suzuki family, a 
Samick, is in the Lounge, 
where those arriving for 
worship will hear it as 
the choir completes their 
morning warm-up in that 
room. 

Mahalo nui loa to the Su-
zuki and Takemoto fami-
lies for these generous 
donations, and a further 
thanks to the Suzukis for 
doing so much of the 
work moving the pianos 
to their new homes with 
us. They will be dedicat-
ed during worship on the 
Sunday before Thanks-
giving, November 24. 

 

Mahalo for Two New Pianos 

C 
hurch of the Holy 
Cross received dou-
ble blessings this 

autumn with the gifts of 
two pianos. They came in 
response to an appeal 
from Choir Director Doug 
Albertson, who found that 
the instrument in the 
church Lounge had suc-
cumbed to time and high 
humidity. It would no long-
er stay in tune. 

As it happened, three 
church families offered to 
donate their pianos. One, 
sadly, was in similar condi-
tion, but the other two 
play very sweetly. The gift 
of the Takemoto family, a 
Mason & Hamlin, has 
found a place in the main 
room of the Building of 
Faith, and has already 
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Y 
es, it sounds like 
the set-up line 
for a joke: Two 

UCC pastors, an MCC pas-
tor, a rabbi and a Bud-
dhist priest walked into a 
former hospital, and… 

We were there as mem-
bers of Interfaith Com-
munities in Action, tour-
ing the renovated areas 
of the one-time Hilo Me-
morial Hospital, shortly 
to open as Keolahou, the 
Healing Place: a tempo-
rary shelter for houseless 
men and the state of Ha-
wai’i's first ‘Ohana Zone. 
It will open with 25 beds, 
shower facilities, private 
storage space, a food 
pantry, a kitchenette, and 
best of all: case manage-
ment and support staff to 
assist the guests in find-
ing long-term housing. 
Plans are to expand the 
number of beds, offer in-
house laundry, and devel-
op space to enjoy out-
doors. 

At the close of the tour, 
the HOPE Services and 
county officials invited 
the clergy to bless the 
space, its staff, and its fu-
ture residents. And so we 
did. We raised prayers in 
Hebrew, Japanese, and 
English. There was chant, 
there was poetry. We 
placed flowers. We asked, 
each from our own un-

derstanding, for God’s 
blessing. 

The Hilo Memorial Hos-
pital site has something 
of a reputation for the 
presence of uncomforta-
ble spirits, but there 
was none of that sensa-
tion in the building as 
we viewed it, none of 
that as we prayed. The 
commitment of the peo-
ple making the renova-
tions, of the people pre-
paring to welcome the 
guests, of the people 
preparing to assist their 
clients to find secure 
homes: these had dis-
pelled much of the 
heavy spirits of the 
place. It was bright and 
light in great part be-
cause of the bright and 
light hearts in the room. 

We prayed and blessed, 
and God was present. In 
truth, however, the 
space had already been 
richly blessed by plan-
ners and builders, 
craftspeople and help-
ing professionals. We 
just named it. 

How will you bless 
someone today? 

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 

Bible Study:  

I Corinthians 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.  

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.  

The Pastor’s Study: 

October 20 
Jeremiah 31:27-34 
 Psalm 119:97-104 
 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

Luke 18:1-8 
 
 

October 27 
All Saints Sunday 

Joel 2:23-32 
Psalm 65 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
Luke 18:9-14 
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T he Board of Stew-ardship and Mission  
approved receiving a  
special offering on Oct. 
27th in response to Hurri-
cane Dorian’s  devasta-
tion in the Bahamas.   
Although no longer head-
line news, recovery work 
continues and will need 
to be long term. 

On September 1, 2019, 
Hurricane Dorian hit the 
Bahamas, stalling and 
battering the island na-
tion for 2 days.  With 
wind speeds estimated 
between 185 to 220 
miles per hour and 23 
foot storm surge, Dorian 
was the most powerful 
recorded hurricane at 
landfall.  The most cur-
rent estimates show Do-
rian has left at least 58 
dead, 600 still reported 
missing, and 13,000 
homes severely damaged 
or destroyed on the Ba-
hamas' Abaco and Grand 

Bahamas islands - near-
ly 40 percent of all 
homes on the two is-
lands.  

UCC Disaster Ministries 
is appealing for funds to 
support long-term re-
covery - beginning with 
assessment and commu-
nity planning and likely 
to continue for several 
years. UCC Disaster Min-
istries: 

 Supported the de-
ployment of a team 
of individuals by the 
ecumenical ACT Alli-
ance to assess dam-
ages with intent to 
determine steps 
needed to support 
recovery and rehabil-
itation.  

 Is focusing on long-
term recovery. This 
means that its work 
may only begin sev-
eral months from 
now and last for sev-
eral years. This only 

occurs after emer-
gency needs are 
met, assessments 
can be completed, 
and community 
planning has hap-
pened. At that time 
UCC Disaster Minis-
tries will help fund 
and support the 
work of its partners 
who are engaged in 
recovery efforts 
which may include 
but are not limited 
to reconstruction, 
livelihood restora-
tion, psychosocial 
support, WASH 
(water, sanitation 
and hygiene) pro-
jects, community 
preparedness, and 
disaster risk reduc-
tion initiatives. 

 

Funds you donate will 
be earmarked for UCC 
Disaster Ministries 
work in the Bahamas. 

Hurricane Dorian  
Special Offering October 27, 2019 

General Membership Budget Meeting  
October 20, 2019 

P lease join us following worship on Sunday, October 20, to consider the 
church’s budget for 2020. Members received the Council’s recommenda-

tion in the mail, along with Moderator Bob Smith’s wise reflections about mak-
ing plans and responding to changing circumstances. “Looking back at the past 
few years’ budgets, and the events and assumptions that shaped them,” he 
wrote, “reminds me that even the best planning can’t keep the unexpected from 
happening.” 

This budget anticipates lower pledge contributions and makes expense reduc-
tions in some areas. It is a plan to respond to a lean time – but who knows what 
God and the world will bring in the year ahead? 

Please remember to bring the copy of the budget mailed to you. Thank you. 
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W e will honor the saints of our lives during a very special worship ser-
vice on Sunday, October 27th, at 10:00 am. We will read the names of 

those who have died in the past year and, to the tolling of the church bell, in-
vite family and friends to come forward and light a candle in their memory. 
We will light further candles for the others we have loved until the front of the 
sanctuary glows with the brightness of their spirits. 

Please join us for this precious and sacred time. 

Printed Sermon Texts Now Available 

Y ou may pick up a copy of the previous Sunday’s sermon in the church  
office beginning on Monday each week, and they will also be available in 

the back of the church the next Sunday. The same text is also posted to our 
website at holycrosshilo.com on Sunday afternoons, usually accompanied by 
an audio recording of the sermon. If you would like a copy of a sermon that 
isn’t available, please ask Momi Lyman or Pastor Eric. 
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03 Osterwalder, Christine 

06 Hayashi, Wataru 

07 Niino-DuPonte, Ruth 

08 Petrus, Burden 

09 Sakumoto, Mark 

10 Chen, Christopher 

11 Okuda, Erin 

12 Enomoto, Michiko 

12 Nakamoto, Jordan 

12 Tanouye, Eric 

14 Kita-Seckman, Jennifer 

17 Ushijima, Andi 

21 Nakamura, Chiyoko 

21 Tanaka, Moira 

22 Albano, Theone 

25 Mortemore, Avis, 

26 Miyashiro, Kimiyo 

26 Uchima, Lester 

29 Tanouye, Mark 

O c t o b e r  
05 Yamauchi, Darlene 

09 Kimura, Tricia 

16 Nakayama, Robin 

19 Kamimura, Hatsue 

20 Kobayashi, Raymond 

20 Ota, Laura 

22 Shioshita, Evonne 

24 Gota, Margaret 

24 Inouye, Gordon 

29 Tanouye, Jean 

30 Ushijima, Kendal 

N o v e m b e r  

October 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Ben & Reiko Masutomi,  

Sets Takemoto,  

Tammy Nagami 

Sunday, October 20 
Lay Reader 

Faith Narruhn 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Sakumoto 

Sunday, October 27 
Lay Reader 

Stuart Mori 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Miyake 

Sunday, November 3 
Lay Reader 

Stefan Tanouye 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Doreen Lucas 

 

Sunday, November 10 
Lay Reader 

Cindy Debus 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Jean Tanouye, Kelley & Stefan 

Tanouye Families 

 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  

service by November 1, 2019. 

Birthday Blessings  



 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm 

UCCP Bible Study: Wednesday, 6:00 pm in J’s Cafe . 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays, 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary 

Qi Gong: Fridays, 9:00 am in the Building of Faith. 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room. 

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 3:30 pm to 6:30 

pm in the Sanctuary. 

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building 

of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


