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Neighbors in Need

Special Offering – 2019
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is
a special mission offering
of the United Church of
Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the
United States. One-third of
NIN funds support the
Council for American Indian Ministry and two-thirds
of this offering is used by
the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to support
a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and
direct service projects
through grants.
These grants are awarded
to UCC churches and
organizations doing justice

work in their communities. They fund projects
ranging from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice.
This year, special consideration will be given to
projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and communities.
The theme this year is
“Love of Children” and
we will dedicate this special offering on October
6th. Special envelopes
are enclosed for your use.

September
Upcoming Dates
19

History of the Church

21

Walk to End
Alzheimer’s

22

J’s Mini Mart

26

Sr. Ministry

September
Board Meetings
22 Deacons Meeting
29 Stewardship & Mission

Thank you for supporting
this offering.

Condolences
We are saddened to
share with you the
news of the passing of
former congregation
member Elsie
Deweese. Although it
has been many years
since she moved to
Florida, those who
knew her remember
her voice and her heart
fondly.

Gentle Reminder
Senior Ministry will gather on Thursday, September
26 at 10 a.m. in the Building of Faith. Our guest
speaker, Sue Smith, will share her experiences at the
General Synod. Please come, join us for a special
Thursday, with lunch to follow. You are invited!

We offer our condolences to all who feel
her loss, may God embrace you with loving
care, just as God has
welcomed her into new
life.
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The Pastor’s Corner

With some sticky notes on
the wall, we looked at
ways we’ve brought ourselves through stressful
times on September 8th.
With those few words and
some larger papers for
categories, the participants taught one another
and learned from one another things that had
worked to sustain themselves emotionally and to
overcome some problems
they had confronted in
their lives.
We talked about how creative activities have
helped sustain us through
difficult times – sometimes projects we took on
for the purpose, but also
continuing things that had
given us joy in the good
times. We talked about
the value and power of
prayer and worship, and
the ways they feed us. We
talked about the need to
respond directly to a
problem. Ignoring it will
rarely make it “go away.”
It wasn’t until I was looking over these notes for
this column that something obvious struck me:
the largest single group of
these sticky notes fell into
the category of “Help from
Other People.” Piled up, it
was the tallest stack by a
wide margin.
Other people are God’s
most precious gift to us.
Their moral support, their

guidance, and their practical assistance are frequently the difference
between successfully
navigating the dangerous shoals of our stress
and finding ourselves
hard aground in loneliness, pain, and failure.
According to our participants, help takes a lot of
forms. People often
named reassurance,
some variant on, “It will
be all right.” They appreciated being understood
by someone else. They
valued working through
their situation with a listening ear.
Sometimes the other
people were friends,
sometimes professionals,
sometimes support
groups. One person said
they found it helpful to
help someone else – that
aided them in their own
tough times. They also
acknowledged that other
people don’t always help.
Several had received well
-meaning but bad advice
or heard ill-considered
feedback. Not all support
groups are created equal.
Other people are God’s
most precious gift to us.
And we, my friends, are
God’s most precious gift
to them.

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:






Deep questions
Surprising wisdom
Unforgettable stories
Seeds of thought
Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study:
I Corinthians
Sundays 8:30 a.m.
J’s Cafe
Follow the Lectionary
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
The Pastor’s Study:

September 22
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
Psalm 79:1-9
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13

September 29
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
I Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

With aloha,
Pastor Eric

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter:
@esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/
holycrosshilo
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How We Got Here:
A Series on the History of the Christian Church
t all started with a few people, maybe a hundred or so, overjoyed with God’s
affirmation of life and love in Jesus’ resurrection. Today, Christianity spans
the globe. Stories of Jesus are told in nearly every language on the planet.

How did we get here?

Our series on the history of the Church runs through the end of September. We’ll
watch it spread and watch it change, listen to some of its arguments and turning
point decisions, and trace the line of our own tradition to Church of the Holy
Cross. Classes will be held on September 19 and 26 in the Pastor’s Study at
6:30 pm.

Bonus Session!

On October 3, return to the Pastor’s Study at 6:30 for “The UCC: What We Do;
How We Work.” Our denomination has its own way of doing things, and even
those of us raised in it don’t always realize how we make things happen. Come
learn!

Alzheimer’s Walk THIS Saturday
Please accept this as a gentle a reminder that everyone is invited to join the
“Church of the Holy Cross”
team for the “Walk to End
Alzheimer’s” on Saturday,
September 21st, at Liliuokalani Garden. Registration starts at 7 am, opening ceremony at 8 and
then the official start of the
walk at your own pace.
Those who raise $100 or

more will get a t-shirt. If
you raise more, other
gifts are available! We
will meet at our upper
parking lot at 7 am to
pool rides to the Garden
or you may meet us at
there. If you have a Holy
Cross t-shirt, please
wear it, or wear something purple or comfortable! If you do not have
the registration forms,

Anne will have some
available on Saturday.
Anyone unable to join
us for the Walk, and
would like to help support our team may
make donations to the
“Alzheimer’s Association”, a non-profit organization.
Thank you for your
support!
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Church of the Holy Cross
Our code is: 77840
During the entire month of September, you can make a donation to Church of the
Holy Cross at any Foodland or Sack N Save checkout, and Foodland and the Western Union Foundation will make a donation to our organization too!
How to Donate:
1)
Shop at Foodland or Sack N Save!
2)
Show your Maika`i card to the cashier at checkout.
3)
Tell the cashier our code and the amount of your donation up to $249.
4)
Review your receipt to confirm the following appears:
 Our organization name
 Your donation amount
 Your Maika`i number

Thank you for your support!

L

Creating the Life you Would Love to Live,
One Great Year at a Time

ooking for a
way to see
where your life
is heading? Attend a Free Personal
Goal setting workshop
on October 20.
Goal setting is a traditional method for generating a vision of your
future. Here’s a different way to do it: Pick a
date a year from now
and then imagine you
looked back and saw
that it had been a great
year, maybe even your
best year ever. Next,
write down everything
you can imagine that
would make it a great
year. F. William
McRoberts of Kailua,
Oahu did just that. He
wrote pages full about
health, family relationships, home and business. Fast forward to
today. He saw parts of

his vision manifest to realty. He added new
items that would make it
a better year and he entered it into his journal,
dated the item and wrote
it down. Bill was so
astounded with his results, he decided to share
his experience with others free of charge.
He says: “My life will be
successful to the extent I
can be a positive influence on the lives of others.” Using writings from
experts on visioning, Bill
teaches us how to reprogram our minds to live
life with gratitude and to
think positively. What
makes Bill’s session different from other goalsetting programs is that
as you write your vision,
you write it as if it has
already happened. Jeremiah 29:11-12 reads: “I
alone know the plans I

have for you, plans to
bring you prosperity and
not disaster, plans to
bring about the future
you hope for. Then you
will call to me. You
come and pray to me,
and I will answer you.”
As you trust in God, you
realize that you’ve already met your goals
and you don’t have to
ask “How?”
For more information
about Bill’s workshop,
please call Gloria at
959-4060. The workshop is Sunday, October
20 from 1:00 to 3:00
pm in the Building of
Faith. Bill will not talk
about finances and investments. This workshop is not sponsored
by Church of the Holy
Cross and is open to the
public. Space is limited
to 40 participants.
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September
VOLUNTEERS
USHERS

Anita Mathews,
Doreen Lucas,
Ming Peng & Nalyn Ang

Sunday, September 22
Happy Birthday Blessings
September

October

Lay Reader
Anne Sadayasu
Chapel Decoration
Lillian Tanouye, Eric
Tanouye, Kyle Nakayama
families

01

Masutomi, Reiko

03

Osterwalder, Christine

03

Tanita, Miyoko

06

Hayashi, Wataru

05

Tadaki, Gary

07

Niino-DuPonte, Ruth

12

Mishina, Faith

08

Petrus, Burden

12

Yoshiyama, James

09

Sakumoto, Mark

12

Debus, Cynthia

10

Chen, Christopher

13

Katayama, Mary Ann

11

Okuda, Erin

14

Okabe, Julie

12

Enomoto, Michiko

18

Kusinski, Joy

12

Nakamoto, Jordan

19

Chin, John

12

Tanouye, Eric

21

Matsui, Dorothy

14

Kita-Seckman, Jennifer

21

Tanouye, Lolita

17

Ushijima, Andi

22

Mathews, Travis

21

Nakamura, Chiyoko

24

Nakamura, Greg

21

Tanaka, Moira

Sunday, October 13

25

Robert, Sabrino

22

Albano, Theone

28

Okada, Irene

25

Mortemore, Avis,

Lay Reader
Barbara Iwami

29

Masutomi, Ben

26

Miyashiro, Kimiyo

29

Lum, Christa

26

Uchima, Lester

30

Miyake, Shirley

29

Tanouye, Mark

Sunday, September 29
Lay Reader
Gloria Kobayashi
Chapel Decoration
Laura Ota

Sunday, October 6
Lay Reader
Millie Daikawa
Chapel Decoration
Bob & Sue Smith

Chapel Decoration
Amy Shiroma &
Clarice Suzuki

The Messenger
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal
service by September 27, 2019.

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm
UCCP Bible Study: Wednesday, 6:00 pm in J’s Cafe.
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays, 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary
Qi Gong: Fridays, 9:00 am in the Building of Faith.

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm
Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Other Congregations Worshiping Here
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in the Sanctuary.
Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith
Meeting Room.
The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 3:30 pm to 6:30
pm in the Sanctuary.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building
of Faith Meeting Room.

