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God's Heroes Have Heart
and Faith and Hope
Vacation Bible School was
held on July 25th-27th in
the Building of Faith. Between 9 and 14 children
attended each session,
learning about God's Heroes through stories, art,
and science projects.
Props go out to Pastor Eric, Gloria Kobayashi and
Amy Yamaki who not only
taught lessons, but also
stayed overnight so that
the kids could experience
a real camp out - complete
with s'mores! Special
thanks also goes out to

volunteers: John Narruhn, Woody Kita, Barbara Iwami, Lyles Yokoyama, Joyce Nakamoto, and
Gail Wung. As part of our
Mission Project, the students started collecting
slippers for the schools.
You can participate too!
Donations are being collected in the "slippah
box" in the back of the
sanctuary this month.
Do Good! Seek peace and
go after it. Psalm 34:14

August
Upcoming Dates
11

Sunday School
Resumes

13

Caregivers Support
Group

August
Board Meetings
11 Council Meeting
18 Trustees Meeting
25 Deacons Meeting

Save the Date
Mr. Lloyd Narimatsu
will present more educational talks on two
areas of concern for
us:


Pack Rat Syndrome
and



Protect yourself at
Home

Join us on Sunday,
August 18, 2019 after
worship service.
Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for
it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.
— Mark 10:14

Lunch will be served so
come and enjoy.
Mr. Narimatsu's
presentations are very
helpful and fun.
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The Pastor’s Corner

What do we do when
someone says, “it hurts”?
Of late, and over my lifetime, I think I’ve seen
four basic responses.
The first is to say, “I’m
sorry. I won’t do this
thing that hurts you any
more. I might even help
you repair the harm I’ve
done.”
A second is to say, “My
action wasn’t intended to
hurt you. Therefore, it
shouldn’t hurt you. And
I’m going to keep doing
it.”
A third response: “No, no.
This shouldn’t hurt anyone. Therefore, you’re
not hurt. I’ll keep doing
it.”
And a fourth: “Oh. This
hurts you? Well, I want to
keep doing this thing I’m
doing. Your pain is a
price I’m willing to pay.”
Has anyone ever told you
that your pain wasn’t
real? Or that it wasn’t
important? Has anyone
ever told you that you

should pay more regard
to someone’s intentions
than their actual impact
on you? Has anyone
ever told you that it’s
OK that you suffer for
their desires?

Bible Study With

I’m sure you’ve heard all
these things.
I’m sure you can think
of numerous items in
the news when someone has said, “It hurts” –
and they’ve been told it
wasn’t intentional, or it
wasn’t real, or it didn’t
matter. I’m sure you can
think of times people
have been told that they
will continue to suffer.
Here’s the question for
you and for me: When
someone told us, “It
hurts,” what did we
reply?
How often was it, “I’m
sorry”?

Pastor Eric

We gather for:






Deep questions
Surprising wisdom
Unforgettable stories
Seeds of thought
Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study:
1 Corinthians
Sundays 8:30 a.m.
J’s Cafe
Follow the Lectionary
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
The Pastor’s Study:

With aloha,

August 11

Pastor Eric

Hosea 11:1-11
Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

August 18
Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter:
@esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/
holycrosshilo
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Lawyers
By Kaji Douša

Just then a lawyer stood
up to test Jesus.
“Teacher,” he said, “what
must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him,
“What is written in the
law? What do you read
there?” He answered,
“You shall love the Lord
your God with all your
heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your
strength, and with all
your mind; and your
neighbor as yourself.”
And he said to him, “You
have given the right answer; do this, and you
will live.” - Luke 10:2528 (NRSV)

To “test” Jesus, this
lawyer asked him a
trick question.
In the Gospel narrative, it’s very easy to
set the lawyer up as a
foil, the kind of person
you don’t want to be.
People love to hate
lawyers, anyway, so
this is very easy framing.
I would argue that it’s
also lazy framing.

For many reasons, I
have been spending an
extensive amount of
time with lawyers
lately.

Because here’s the
thing: the answer this
lawyer gets out of Jesus pretty much encapsulates the entirety
of the Gospels. If you
need to know the most
important thing, you
need to know this:

So much so that I
(almost) regret not having gone to law school.

Love. Love fully. Love
God and neighbor and
self, all three.

One of the things that a
great lawyer will do is
to ask a question in a
manner that will trip up
the other side—either
now or later. This is a
great way towards a
win in the adversarial
process.

In so doing, the lawyer
was not just quoting
one text—since no one
in the biblical narrative had put the three
together just yet—but
was elegantly synthesizing his read of
Torah. Because this is

what really good lawyers do: they sort
through a whole lot of
information and come
up with the fastest
possible way to make
the point that needs to
be heard.
And in this case, the
point is: eternal life,
which is the biggest of
deals.
Prayer:
Right now, across this
country, there are lawyers sorting through
the finest of details to
synthesize what is just
and right and to argue
for it, for us, for life.
May their good work
point us to a love that
honors God, protects
our neighbor and even
ourselves. Amen.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Kaji Dousa is
the Senior
Pastor of The
Park Avenue
Christian
Church, a congregation
of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
and the United Church
of Christ, in New York
City.
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Family Thank Offering
The Church of the Holy Cross Women’s Fellowship thanks all who were most
generous in sharing their love, concern, and resources with those who have
special financial needs.
A total of $1,250.00 has been received from our church family and will be forwarded to the Woman’s Board of Missions. We pray that our contribution will
continue to make a difference in the lives of deserving recipients.
Mahalo Nui Loa,
CHC Women’s Fellowship

An Invitation to you from The Gathering Place
One of the ladies who joins us on the 2nd Monday of the month to watch movies
expressed curiosity in the new Spider-Man movie which won the 2019 Academy
Award for Best Animated Feature Film. So, anyone who shares this curiosity is invited to join us on Monday, August 12th, at 9 am in the Building of Faith.
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse”, released in December 2018, is an animated
sci-fi movie. Peter Parker is the only Spider-Man! Down on luck teenager, Miles
Morales, is one of the other Spider-Men in the multiverse known as Spider Verse.
Morales gets bitten by a radioactive spider and when he sees Spider-Man killed by
the Kingpin’s dimension, he vows to avenge this. As you can imagine, things become very complicated! The movie is almost 2 hours long and sounds like an interesting experience. Come join us!

Walk to End Alzheimer’s
Saturday, September 21st, members and friends of Church of the Holy Cross are
invited to join our team participating in the annual Walk to End Alzheimer’s. Anyone interested in walking may join us. Registration starts at 7 am, opening ceremony at 8 and then the official start of the walk. The walk will be at Liliuokalani Garden, around the perimeter at your own pace. Registration, donation, and tracking
forms will be available in the Sanctuary in September. Those who raise $100 or
more will get a t-shirt. If you raise more, other gifts are available! We will meet at
our upper parking lot at 7 am to pool rides to the Garden.
We have been participating in this Walk for several years now, and have been
honored for raising funds to help the Alzheimer’s Association provide services for
Big Island residents. Patrick Toal of the Alzheimer’s Association works with our
Caregivers Support Group that meets at our church on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month, which is open to community participation.
If you are unable to join us for the Walk, we encourage you to support our team
by making donations to the “Alzheimer’s Association”, a non-profit organization,
and giving your gift to one of our walkers. If you have any questions, please see
Anne. Also, let Anne know if you are planning to walk. Thank you for your support!
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August
VOLUNTEERS
USHERS

Julann Sonomura,
Cindy Debus, Cheryl Sumida
& Jane Kawazoe

Sunday, August 11
Happy Birthday
August

September

Lay Reader
Stefan Tanouye
Chapel Decoration
Dr. Bill & Nancy Chen,
Barbara Iwami

01

Ikeda, Gavin

01

Masutomi, Reiko

01

Yoshiyama, Connie

03

Tanita, Miyoko

02

Tanouye, Stefan

05

Tadaki, Gary

09

Taniguchi, Lisbeth

12

Mishina, Faith

10

Hoota, Shelby

12

Yoshiyama, James

10

Nada, David

12

Debus, Cynthia

18

Torigoe, Edgar

13

Katayama, Mary Ann

19

Dodo, Bev

14

Okabe, Julie

22

Smith, Bob

18

Kusinski, Joy

27

Kurohara, Randall

19

Chin, John

27

Shiraishi, Eileen

21

Matsui, Dorothy

27

Shiroma, Amy

21

Tanouye, Lolita

28

Sadayasu, Anne

22

Mathews, Travis

29

Okabe, Merle

24

Nakamura, Greg

Sunday, September 1

29

Watanabe, Herbert

25

Robert, Sabrino

28

Okada, Irene

Lay Reader
Ruth Niino-DuPonte

29

Masutomi, Ben

29

Lum, Christa

30

Miyake, Shirley

Sunday, August 18
Lay Reader
Ming Peng
Chapel Decoration
Herb Watanabe

Sunday, August 25
Lay Reader
Carolyn Lum-Bellem
Chapel Decoration
Anne Sadayasu

Chapel Decoration
Katada & Tadaki Families

The Messenger
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal
service by August 16, 2019.

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm
UCCP Bible Study: Wednesday, 6:00 pm in J’s Cafe.
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm
Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Other Congregations Worshiping Here
The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1 pm
in the Building of Faith Meeting Room.
Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,
Meeting Room.
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in Sanctuary.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building
of Faith Meeting Room.

