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Your Choir Wants YOU!
Come join us for fun group
singing & making joyful
sounds to God. Plus meet
some of the nicest people
in town. And enjoy getting
out regularly for some recreational — and therapeutic! — music making.

choirs. He not only brings
all that experience to the
choir’s practice sessions,
but as a life-long choir
guy himself, he also
brings his love of singing
to our group.

Come see how much fun
Our Holy Cross Choir prac- getting back into singing
tices on Tuesdays from
can be. It’s proven to be
4:30-6 pm in the Sanctugood for the mind, good
ary. On Sunday mornings for the body, AND good
we present a prepared
for the soul.
“anthem" to our church
Won’t you try-on the
worshipping community,
choir this fall? We promwith our morning warmise you’ll like the fit! We
ups starting at 9 am. We
have a great line-up of
also take the last Sunday of songs to learn, and speevery month off, so
cial music in store for
our IYAA friends can preChristmas. Please feel ensent their music during
couraged to contact Doug
worship.
if you want to talk further
Our new choir director,
Douglas Scott Albertson,
has spent over 30 years
working with church

about this opportunity. He can be reached at
ds.albertson@gmail.com
or 707-228-0531.

August
Upcoming Dates
24

Trustees Service Day

25

J’s Mini Mart

26

BoF Floor Waxing

August
Board Meetings
25 Deacons Meeting

“Don’t worry
about a thing,
‘Cos every
little thing is
gonna be alright.”
—Bob Marley, Three
Little Birds, from the
album Exodus
(1977)

We’ve saved a seat for you. Join us!
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The Pastor’s Corner

We’ve known for a while
that these are difficult
times. How will we live in
them?
I will be working with
the church boards to create some times when we
can share what we know
of how to live with challenges. We have a lot of
wisdom in our congregation, and we can share
that with one another.
Some have lived through
wartimes. Some have
lived in poverty. Some
have experienced racial
or gender prejudice.
Some have known the effects of impersonal, systematized repression.
Others have known personal loss and grief.
Some have been rejected.
Some have suffered serious illness or injury.
Some have lived with
chronic conditions. Some
have sought to cope with
the chronic conditions of
loved ones.
We know what it is to live
in hard times.
I hope that we can have
one, maybe even two,
gatherings in September
to share some of the
skills, ideas, practices,
and prayers we’ve used
to “make it through” each
day. Look for announcements in The Messenger,
The Weekly Chime, and

the Sunday bulletin.
It’s also come to my attention that some haven’t heard much of the
history of the Christian
Church. It’s been nearly
two thousand years
since Jesus’ followers
started gathering in
worshiping communities, and they were almost nothing like what
we see today. How did
we get here? What
choices did our ancestors make for us along
the way?
We’ll have a four week
series on Church History Thursday evenings in
September, beginning
on September 5. Join us
in the Pastor’s Study at
6:30 pm for an hour’s
tour of the early and
medieval Church, the
Reformation, American
Protestantism, and the
Church in Hawai’i.
There will be a fifth session on October 3 to
look at our United
Church of Christ: our
beliefs, our commitments, and the ways in
which we work.
With aloha,
Pastor Eric

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:






Deep questions
Surprising wisdom
Unforgettable stories
Seeds of thought
Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study:
1 Corinthians
Sundays 8:30 a.m.
J’s Cafe
Follow the Lectionary
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
The Pastor’s Study:

August 25
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

September 1
Jeremiah 2:4-13
Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter:
@esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/
holycrosshilo
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The Earth
By Molly Baskette

“The earth is utterly
broken,
the earth is torn
asunder,
the earth is violently
shaken.
The earth staggers like a
drunkard,
it sways like a hut;
its transgression lies
heavy upon it,
and it falls, and will not
rise again.”
- Isaiah 24:19-20
(NRSV)
Years ago I devoured
the sci-fi series Hyperion, by Dan Simmons. In
it, Earth has long ago
been destroyed in what
its survivors euphemistically call The Big
Mistake.
Ever adaptive, those
survivors have colonized other planets,
each with their own
distinct climate, culture
and customs, an Epcot
flung across the universe. But there is an
ache where Earth
was—a literal black
hole. Or so they think
(spoiler alert).

Because the Earth is
still there, hidden. In
the many millennia
that have passed since
homo sapiens vacated
it, it has renewed itself
into a new Eden,
entirely healing itself
of the wounds inflicted
by human habitation.
When it is rediscovered, the descendants
of the pilgrims who
left are forbidden from
recolonizing it but are
allowed to return as
tourists, for no more
than a single day, to
see its splendors.
Many of us are, understandably, in a panic
about global climate
chaos. We wouldn’t be
a bit surprised if Earth
decide to shake us off
entirely because of the
big mistakes we continue to inflict upon it.
But could we ever really destroy Earth itself?
It may be torn asunder,
violently shaken, utterly broken. But God can
fix what is broken,

with enough time. Isaiah spoke in absolutes,
but those of us who
have lived through
even one long season
of wildfire, flood or
hurricane have seen
how Earth renews itself, if left to itself.
Prayer
God, we are still making capital-m Mistakes
when it comes to the
gift of our earthly
home. We pray we may
adapt before it is too
late. Amen.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Molly
Baskette is
Senior Minister of First
Congregational Church
UCC in Berkeley, California, and the author
of the best-selling Real
Good Church, Standing
Naked Before God, and
her newest baby, Bless
This Mess: A Modern
Guide to Faith and Parenting in a Chaotic
World.
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Church of the Holy Cross #77840

Give Aloha is an annual
program through which
Foodland directs its
charitable giving to the
organizations that are
important to its customers. The program
honors Maurice J.
"Sully" Sullivan, founder of Foodland Super
Market, Ltd., and continues his legacy of giving back to the community.
All Hawaii 501 (c)(3)

non-profit organizations including churches and athletic teams
are invited to participate.
How Does Give Aloha
Work?
During the month of
September, customers
are invited to make donations of up to a
cumulative total of
$249 (per person, per
organization) at check-

out to their favorite
Hawai`i non-profit organization registered
in the Give Aloha program. Donations are
accepted at any
Foodland, Sack N Save
or Foodland Farms
checkout. This year,
Foodland and the
Western Union Foundation will match each
donation up to a total
of at least $320,000 for
all organizations combined.
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August
VOLUNTEERS
USHERS

Julann Sonomura,
Cindy Debus, Cheryl Sumida
& Jane Kawazoe

Sunday, August 25
Happy Birthday Blessings
August

September

Lay Reader
Carolyn Lum-Bellem
Chapel Decoration
Anne Sadayasu

01

Ikeda, Gavin

01

Masutomi, Reiko

01

Yoshiyama, Connie

03

Tanita, Miyoko

02

Tanouye, Stefan

05

Tadaki, Gary

09

Taniguchi, Lisbeth

12

Mishina, Faith

10

Hoota, Shelby

12

Yoshiyama, James

10

Nada, David

12

Debus, Cynthia

18

Torigoe, Edgar

13

Katayama, Mary Ann

19

Dodo, Bev

14

Okabe, Julie

22

Smith, Bob

18

Kusinski, Joy

27

Kurohara, Randall

19

Chin, John

27

Shiraishi, Eileen

21

Matsui, Dorothy

27

Shiroma, Amy

21

Tanouye, Lolita

28

Sadayasu, Anne

22

Mathews, Travis

29

Okabe, Merle

24

Nakamura, Greg

Sunday, September 15

29

Watanabe, Herbert

25

Robert, Sabrino

Lay Reader
Latai Loa

28

Okada, Irene

29

Masutomi, Ben

29

Lum, Christa

30

Miyake, Shirley

Sunday, September 1
Lay Reader
Ruth Niino-DuPonte
Chapel Decoration
Katada & Tadaki Families

Sunday, September 8
Lay Reader
Nalyn Ang
Chapel Decoration
Moira Tanaka

Chapel Decoration
Joyce Nakamoto

The Messenger
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal
service by August 30, 2019.

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm
UCCP Bible Study: Wednesday, 6:00 pm in J’s Cafe.
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm
Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Other Congregations Worshiping Here
The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1 pm
in the Building of Faith Meeting Room.
Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,
Meeting Room.
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in Sanctuary.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building
of Faith Meeting Room.

