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One of the annual projects 
of the Woman’s Board of 
Missions for the Pacific Is-
lands and our church’s 
Women’s Fellowship is the 
FAMILY THANK OFFER-
ING. This mission projects 
provides one-time finan-
cial assistance to needy 
individuals and families 
who request monetary 
grants which are submit-
ted to the WBM office by a 
pastor or church leader, 
community advocate, or 
WBM members. All re-
quests are authenticated 
by the Executive Director 
and require supporting 
documentation prior to 
review by the FTO Com-
mittee. 

From July through Decem-
ber 2018, our Family 
Thank Offering Committee 
granted 7 one-time mis-
sion grants totaling 
$3,400 to: 

 A young mother escap-
ing her abusive hus-
band with her 2 year 
old daughter: $400 

 A woman whose hus-
band passed away un-
expectedly: $500 

 A woman who required 
assistance with a secu-
rity deposit for a clean 
and sober house: $500 

 A survivor of domestic 
violence requiring as-
sistance with rent: 
$500 

 A grandmother caring 
for eight of her grand-
children as a result of 

her daughter’s incar-
ceration needed assis-
tance with basic ne-
cessities: $500 

 A young man whose 
family needed assis-
tance while he under-
went treatment in a 
clean and sober 
house: $500 

***UPDATES*** 

Reports of those who re-
ceived support from our 
WBM who regularly com-
municate with our WBM 
Executive Director: 

1. The young mother 
who escaped her abu-
sive husband with her 
2 year old daughter is 
safe and being assist-
ed by advocates. She is 
working and going to 
school. Her goal is to 
establish her own 
business. 

2. The survivor of do-
mestic violence re-
quiring assistance 
with rent is now in a 
place of her own with 
her two children. She 
started a cleaning 
business that is doing 
exceptionally well and 
she will also be gradu-
ating shortly from Ha-
waii Pacific University 
with a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Psychology. 

3. The grandmother car-
ing for eight of her 
grandchildren as a re-
sult of her daughter’s 
incarceration is doing 
much better. 

2019 Family Thank Offering 

Over the years our 
church members and 
friends have always 
generously and com-
passionately support-
ed this annual mission 
project and we pray 
that you will continue 
to open your hearts 
and share God’s love 
for those in need.  

Family Thank Offering 
envelopes are included 
with today’s Messen-
ger. We will dedicate 
our offering on Sunday, 
July 14th. Checks 
should be made out to: 
Church of the Holy 
Cross with the nota-
tion: Family Thank Of-
fering. All monies re-
ceived will be forward-
ed to the Woman’s 
Board of Missions.  

God bless you as you 
bless others in need! 

 
MAHALO! 

Women’s Fellowship 
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How do we talk about 
things when the topic is 
hard? 

At last week’s General 
Synod of the United 
Church of Christ, we saw 
this question arise more 
than once. People in the 
Church don’t always 
agree about everything 
(I’m sure that’s no sur-
prise to anyone), and 
sometimes deeply held 
values conflict with one 
another. That happened 
last week. 

The UCC has sought for 
some time to create a 
safe and welcoming place 
for people who have 
been marginalized be-
cause of their race, gen-
der, sexual orientation, or 
gender expression. The 
UCC also values freedom 
of conscience, the ability 
of each person to work 
out their faith and share 
it without ostracism or 
condemnation by the 
Church. Last week, those 
values conflicted. 

It’s not the first time. 
Robert’s Rules of Order, 
which govern these de-
bates, were developed by 
Henry Martyn Robert af-
ter he found himself una-
ble to properly moderate 
a contentious meeting – 
of a church. One way to 
talk about things when 
the topic is hard is to 
make the discussion a 

simple yes or no, go 
back and forth between 
proponents and oppo-
nents, and limit the time 
for each speaker so 
more get the chance to 
speak. 

You get brief, powerful 
words that way. 

When the options are 
only yes or no, however, 
the best choice may not 
be on the table. Last 
week, Synod delegates 
decided there had to be 
a better way. They 
moved the question to 
“the table,” giving lead-
ership and membership 
of the Church time be-
tween now and the next 
Synod to have deeper 
conversations, and per-
haps find another op-
tion. 

That’s still hard talking. 
Let us pray for those 
who do it. 

How do we talk about 
things when the topic is 
hard? 

Prayerfully. Carefully. 
Faithfully. And we give it 
time. 

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

Note: Pastor returns on 
July 7th. 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 

Bible Study:  

Grow Your Church! 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.  

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.  

The Pastor’s Study: 

 

July 7 
2 Kings 5:1-14 

Psalms: 30 
Galatians 6:1-16 

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
 
 

July 14 

Amos 7:7-17 

Psalm 82 

Colossians 1:1-14 

Luke 10:25-37 
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Ten ladies gathered Monday morning, June 24th, to create exquisite greeting 
cards using a nature press technique.  Using water color paints and weeds 
from the garden beautiful designs were created.  Special guest Anja McVicker, 
was in attendance to assist with the project. Thank you Anja.   

Fun and a sense of satisfaction resulted in some really nice cards.    

Greeting Cards by Nature 

Doreen 

Lillian 

Michi 

Moira 
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In my deepest darkest moments, what really got me through was a prayer.  

Sometimes my prayer was ‘Help me.’  

Sometimes my prayer was ‘Thank you.’  

What I’ve discovered is that intimate connection and communication with my 
creator will always get me through because I know my support, my help, is just 
a prayer away.                                                                               --Iyanla Vanzant 

 

 

Just a Prayer Away 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Do good!   

Seek peace and go after it! 
Psalm 34:14b 

Vacation Bible School 

Calling all Superheros Grades Pre-8th grade 

Thursday, July 25th 5:30-8:00pm 

Friday, July 26th 5:30pm until 

Saturday, July 27th at 10:00am* 

*sleepover optional 

 

Come and discover your strength in God! 

Please sign up by calling Momi at 935-1283 
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01 Ikeda, Gavin 

01 Yoshiyama, Connie 

02 Tanouye, Stefan 

09 Taniguchi, Lisbeth 

10 Hoota, Shelby 

10 Nada, David 

18 Torigoe, Edgar 

19 Dodo, Bev 

22 Smith, Bob 

27 Kurohara, Randall 

27 Shiraishi, Eileen 

27 Shiroma, Amy 

28 Sadayasu, Anne 

29 Okabe, Merle 

29 Watanabe, Herbert 

A u g u s t  
01 Miyahira, Michael 

01 Sagawa, Ryan 

05 Kondo, Sueo 

07 Smith, Sue 

09 Kawazoe, Jane 

10 Saito, Amy 

11 Yoshimasu, Ethel 

13 Okabe, Wilfred 

17 Murai, Jacqueline 

19 Jack, Grillena 

21 Miyazono, Florence 

23 Anderson, Eric 

25 Mishina, Reynold 

27 Ranario, Mila Joy 

29 Inouye, Mieke 

30 Fujioka, Janet 

30 Kobayashi, Gloria 

J u l y  

JULY 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

James & Connie Yoshiyama, 

Carolyn Lum-Bellem &  

Carol Morioka 

Sunday, July 7 
Lay Reader 

Newton Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Roberta Chu 

 

Sunday, July 14 
Lay Reader 

Janet Fujioka 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Reiko Masutomi 

 

Sunday, July 21 
Lay Reader 

Gloria Kobayashi 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Woody & Jean Kita 

 

Sunday, July 28 
Lay Reader 

Mary Ann Katayama 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  

service by July 12, 2019. 

Sweet Birthday Blessings 



 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Resumes Sunday, July 7th 

The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm 

UCCP Bible Study: Wednesday, 6:00 pm in J’s Cafe . 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 p.m.,  in the Sanctuary. 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1 pm 

in the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room. 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in Sanctuary.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building 

of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


