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C H U R C H  O F  T H E  H O L Y  C R O S S  

M a y  1 ,  2 0 1 9  

M a y  
U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

04 Tracy Barnowe  
Workshop 

05 Communion 

09 Peanut Butter  
Ministry 

12 Recognition of Gradu-
ates & Teachers 

19 Safety Presentation 

19 Sunday School ends 

M a y  
B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  

 

05 Trustees Meeting 

12 Council Meeting 

26 Deacons Meeting 

Tracy Bar-
nowe has 
been an or-
dained min-
ister with 
the United 
Church of 
Christ since 

2012. She has over 20 
years of experience grow-
ing organizations, and 
even started a few.  
 
The churches that need 
the most help can’t af-
ford to make costly mis-
takes in their revitaliza-
tion effort.  
 
Tracy reports, “If a church 
needs help, there is a lot of 
expensive advice out 
there, but not all of it is ef-
fective. It breaks my heart 
when a church calls me for 
help, and then tells me all 
the ‘expert’ advice they 
tried (or couldn’t because 
it was too involved or ex-
pensive), shows me the 
thick folders of assess-
ments they paid for, de-
tails of the conferences 
they attended, or the lat-
est church fad they bought 
into, and they are exactly 
the same as they were five 
years ago. Worse, they 
have wasted thousands of 
dollars, years of their 
time, and now they are 
older and exhausted and 

firmly believe that they 
are simply beyond help.” 
 
“I firmly believe that 
God gives every church 
everything it needs to 
be able to grow and 
thrive. If you are willing 
to learn new skills, you 
can start revitalizing 
your church this very 
next Sunday without 
spending a dime.” 
 
This workshop will share 
methods that have been 
tested and proven to be 
effective in all settings, 
and that are free or cost-
effective methods. Learn 
how to get newcomers to 
return, the most effective 
form of outreach, how to 
design new ministries 
that attract new people, 
how to transform youth 
ministries, how to in-
crease tithes and offer-
ings, and how to recon-
nect churches with com-
munities. These have 
been tested in many 
churches and are guaran-
teed to work if you simp-
ly learn how to use them. 

The reality is, most eve-
rything you need to know 
to grow your church is: 

 Already available and 
has years of evidence 
to back it up 

Grow Your Church 

Saturday, May 4, 2019 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Building of Faith 

 Costs nothing to im-
plement 

 Simple enough that 
anyone can do it 

 Can be done by one 
person all by them-
selves, at least in the 
beginning 

 Really fun and in-
credibly rewarding! 

 
The fee of $20.00 in-
cludes lunch and mate-
rials.  Check with Pas-
tor Eric to register. 
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It’s a funny thing. 

I write “devotional 
works” fairly often. I 
write sermons every 
week. I contributed to 
our Lenten Devotional, 
Open the Heart, and our 
Advent Devotional, An 
Advent of Giving. I think 
about things in front of a 
camera each week for 
What I’m Thinking. Then 
there’s the Pastor’s Cor-
ner in The Messenger. 

I don’t read a lot of other 
people’s devotionals, 
however. Relatively few 
of them engage my soul, 
and the entire point of 
reading a devotional is to 
get my soul engaged with 
God. 

I regularly read the UCC’s 
Daily Devotional 
(ucc.org/
daily_devotional), and 
many times my heart 
leaps, or my mind steps 
sideways, or my breath 
catches. Those are ways 
that I know my soul has 
engaged. There are a few 
days that doesn’t happen, 
but they don’t discourage 
me. I’ll be back. 

Other devotionals, well… 
they don’t engage me of-
ten enough. I haven’t 
been back. 

There are writers to 
whom I go back time af-
ter time. These tend to be 
poetic writers. They rare-

ly make a single coher-
ent point, but there is a 
richness in the words 
that moves me in some 
place deeper than be-
tween my ears. Maren 
Tirabassi, Rachel 
Hackenberg, the au-
thors at RevGal-
BlogPals.com, are 
among those I return to 
time and time again. 

Where do you go? 

I’m extraordinarily 
proud of the work we 
did producing two sea-
sonal devotionals in 
four months. I also 
know that they didn’t 
engage everyone who 
read them. They could-
n’t possibly.  

What did you learn 
about yourself from the-
se booklets, and from 
the other things you’ve 
read? What simply 
passed before your eyes 
without engaging you? 
What stirred something 
deep? 

Keep returning to those 
deep wells, my friends, 
and don’t worry about 
offending me or any-
body else. Find the well-
springs of the spirit that 
are yours alone. Go 
there, and drink deep. 

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 

Bible Study:  

Grow Your Church! 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.  

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.  

The Pastor’s Study: 

 

May 5 
Acts 9:1-20 

Psalm 30 
Revelations 5:11-14 

John 21:1-19 
 
 

May 12 

Acts 9:36-43 

Psalm 23 

Revelations 7:9-17 

John 21:1-19 
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News from the Gathering Place 

murdered father, and a 
man haunted by a killing 
he committed as a teen-
ager.  As they intervene 
in disputes to prevent 
violence, they reveal 
their own inspired jour-
neys of struggle and re-
demption.”  
 
 You are invited to join 
us in the meeting room 
of the Building of Faith, 
at 9 am sharp, to view 
this film. After the view-
ing, Pastor Eric will lead 
us in a discussion about 
this documentary. Please 
invite friends whom you 
feel might be interested, 
too. 
 
May 6th we will have 
ukulele playing and 
group singing, along 
with a ”bring your own 

brown bag lunch” to 
enjoy fellowship in the 
Building of Faith. On 
the 13th, weather per-
mitting, we will be tak-
ing a morning walk, 
starting at 9:30 down 
Lanikaula Street, over 
to Mohouli Street and 
back to church as part 
of our Blue Zones ac-
tivity. Wear comforta-
ble walking shoes and 
join us in getting exer-
cise while we enjoy 
each other’s company.   
After that we will ei-
ther work in our gar-
den or enjoy some 
board games.   
 
May 27th is Memorial 
Day, so we will not 
meet but the pickleball 
group may be playing 
in the afternoon. 

 

Words of Appreciation  
from Shirley Anderson 

On Monday, May 20th, 
we will be viewing a 
movie shared with us 
by Pastor Eric titled 
“The Interrupters.”  This 
documentary, done by 
PBS Frontline, was pro-
duced by Alex Kotlowitz 
and Steve James a few 
years ago. 
 
“The Interrupters pre-
sents unforgettable pro-
files in courage, as three 
former street criminals 
in Chicago place them-
selves in the line of fire 
to protect their commu-
nities. The 2-hour film 
follows the lives of the-
se “Violence Interrupt-
ers” who include the 
charismatic daughter of 
one of the city’s most 
notorious former gang 
leaders, the son of a 
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God Be With You ’til We Meet Again 

“While musical experts 
of the world focus on 
what choir members can 
do, I like to focus on 
what choir members can 
be.” Russell M. Nelson 

The con-
cept of 
“grace” 
is one of 
the 
great 
founda-
tions of 

Christianity and is a 
word I have been fre-
quently pondering on. 
One of the definitions of 
“grace” is “to receive 
that which one does not 
deserve” This is obvi-
ously our case in re-
gards to our Savior Je-
sus Christ, but I would 
also like to use this pre-
cious word to describe 
numerous facets of my 
personal experience at 
Church of the Holy 
Cross. It was an act of 

“grace” when Cindy 
contacted me during 
my internship at Kame-
hameha informing me 
of a future vacancy at 
the choir director posi-
tion. It was an act of 
“grace” that Pastor Eric 
took me on even 
though there was a high 
possibility of my tenure 
being short. And it was 
an act of “grace” that 
the members of Na Leo 
Ni‘o Lani received me 
with so much enthusi-
asm and love. I openly 
acknowledge that all 
these wonderful mira-
cles have been orches-
trated by The Great Or-
chestrator of the uni-
verse in harmony with 
the warm hearts of 
each member of this 
wonderful choir. I 
would like to thank God 
and each of you for 
such an enriching expe-
rience. I am immensely 

proud of our choir fam-
ily and their enhanced 
ability to express their 
love for Christ through 
song and ultimately en-
hance the worship ex-
perience. I can honestly 
say that a spring chick-
en like me is not wor-
thy to have had such a 
fulfilling experience, 
but I accept it with 
much pleasure, grati-
tude, and honor. Maha-
lo Nui and Fa’afetai Tele 
Lava! May God continue 
to bless the melodies 
that fill the halls and 
enrich the souls of the 
members of Church of 
the Holy Cross. 

Iese Purcell Wilson 

Stay in Contact: 
hawaiianmusicre-
search@gmail.com  

 

Safety Presentation 

with Lloyd Narimatsu 

 
                           Good news!!! 

Lloyd Narimatsu will join us again on May 19th after church  
service in the Building of  Faith to share his expertise on fall  
prevention and what to do if someone is choking.  

Lloyd retired from the Hawaii County Fire Department after 
nearly 30 years of service. At the time of his retirement, Lloyd 
served as Assistant Fire Chief, Public Relations/Education Of-
ficer, Safety Officer, Fire Chaplin, and Critical Incident Stress 

Management Coordinator/Trainer. Lloyd has been a Certified CPR/AED/First 
Aid Safety Training Instructor since 1977. 

Come join us for lunch and learn how to keep our members, families and 
friends safe.  
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02 Ushijima, Malia 

04 Yamaki, Amy 

05 Ohata, Ruth 

11 Ushijima, Else 

11 Maeda, Scott 

11 Tanouye, Christopher 

13 Ohata, Sachie 

14 Morioka, Carol 

15 Kita, Elwood 

16 Takemoto, Fawn 

16 Takemoto-Leahigh, 

Fern 

21 Martin, Liane 

22 Inouye, Lorraine 

30 Nakamoto, Timothy 

 J u n e  
01 Higashi, Mae 

05 Tanouye, Lillian 

16 Lum-Bellem, Carolyn 

16 Ikeda, Marie 

26 Enomoto, Yasuo 

27 Matayoshi, Mary 

27 Ushijima, Joy 

27 Yamane, Miyeko 

M a y  

May 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Woody Kita, Erin Okuda, 

Mary Ann Katayama &  

Ruth Niino-DuPonte 

Sunday, May 5 
Lay Reader 

Stuart Mori 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Anita Mathews 

 

Sunday, May 12 
Lay Reader 

Millie Daikawa 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

 

Sunday, May 19 
Lay Reader 

Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Woody & Jean Kita 

 

Sunday, May 26 
Lay Reader 

Newton Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Ann Kanahele 

 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  

service by May 10, 2019. 



 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

UCCP Bible Study: Wednesday, 6:00 pm in J’s Cafe 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 p.m.,  in the Sanctuary 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1 pm 

in the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in Sanctuary.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building 

of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


