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C H U R C H  O F  T H E  H O L Y  C R O S S  

M a y  1 5 ,  2 0 1 9  

M a y  
U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

19 Safety Presentation 

19 Sunday School ends 

26 J’s Mini Mart 

27 Memorial Day  
Holiday– Office closed 

M a y  
B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  

 

26 Deacons Meeting 

One of the responsibilities 
of the Board of Steward-
ship and Mission is to in-
form and educate the con-
gregation about steward-
ship and mission matters.   
Today, we are sharing 
news related to the re-
sponse the Hawaii Disas-
ter Assistance Response 
and Recovery Team re-
ceived during last year’s 
Kilauea eruption event. 
The Hawaii Community 
Foundation received over 
$700,000 in financial do-
nations which was used to 
hire temporary workers 
for nonprofit organiza-
tions that handled the in-
flux of cases resulting 
from the eruption; agen-
cies involved included:  
 
 Neighborhood Place of 

Puna (case managing),  
 HOPE Services 

(housing navigator),  
 Catholic Charities 

(financial and rent as-
sistance),  

 BISAC (counseling),  
 Food Basket 

(distribution help),  
 Legal Aide (legal coun-

seling),  
 Child and Family Ser-

vices, (social services),  
 Habitat for Humanity 

(home repair special-
ists),   

 Hawaiian Community 
Assets (housing spe-
cialists),    

 Other entities provid-
ed laundry vouchers, 
construction training, 
help with insurance 
claims, and a mobile 
bathroom. 
 

The Food Basket received 
$600,000 of in-kind do-
nations including 
240,000 pounds of food, 
water and emergency 
supplies, and $200,000 in 
financial donations.  Con-
nect Point Church re-
ceived about $610,000 in 
donations, in-kind dona-
tions and volunteer 
hours for the 11 micro 
units at Hale Iki Village. 
Over 40 different faith 
communities helped in 
12 different areas of re-
sponse, estimated at over 
a million dollars’ worth 
of hours during this time. 
Our church was one of 
the faith communities 
providing assistance.  
Our members and friends 
helped serve meals at the 
Keaau Red Cross Shelter, 
too. 
 
Together, we shared our 
time, talent, service, and 
prayers during this emer-
gency. Thank you for all 
you did!   
      
      Praise be to God! 

A Message of Praise and Gratitude 

From Stewardship and Mission 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith  

is attachment to  

the meaning  

beyond the  

mystery. 

 

—Rabbi Abraham  
    Joshua Heschel 
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Grief has a strange prop-
erty: we rarely mourn 
one loss at a time. Each 
new bereavement sum-
mons the memories of 
those we have suffered 
before. When we weep 
for the person who has 
just died, at least some of 
those tears fall for those 
who have gone in times 
past. 

With every new loss, we 
grieve every loss. 

It could overwhelm us. 
Our life could be simply a 
rising tide of grief, sor-
row steadily threatening 
the solid ground of our 
serenity. As distant 
earthquakes spawn great 
waves, a loss at some re-
move may give rise to the 
emotional tsunami that 
sweeps fully over our 
heart.  

How do we manage? 

The mercy of grief re-
turning is that it comes 
with the experience of 
having grieved before. 
We know that the sharp-
est sorrow will fade. We 
know that the high-water 
mark of pain will retreat. 
We made it through be-
fore. We know we can 
make it through again. 

Yet if new loss revives 
old loss, so that we nev-
er grieve alone, we also 
know that we never 
grieve alone. The years 
give us accustomed 
shoulders to moisten 
with our tears. New 
arms embrace us, too, 
so that more hands sup-
port us through the 
deepest waters of the 
waves. We never grieve 
alone. 

We never grieve alone, 
since God’s arms sur-
round all those human 
arms, all those expres-
sions of love and sup-
port, all those notes and 
flowers and silent pres-
ence when it’s needed. 
God holds us fiercely 
amidst the racing wa-
ters, and never lets us 
go. 

With every new loss, we 
grieve every loss. 

With every new loss, we 
do not grieve alone. 

Whatever your state of 
sorrow (deep, shallow, 
or none at all), may 
God’s love enfold you 
today. 

With aloha, 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 

Bible Study:  

Grow Your Church! 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.  

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.  

The Pastor’s Study: 

 

May 19 
Acts 11:1-18 

Psalm 148 
Revelations 21:1-6 

John 13:31-35 
 
 

May 26 

Acts 16:9-15 

Psalm 67 

Revelations 21:10,  

22-22:5 

John 14:23-29 
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The Joys of Easter 

And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.  
–Mark 10:16 

An Invitation for YOU 

Come Meet the Hawaii Conference Minister Candidate; June 1 lunch in the 
Building of Faith: The Rev. Dr. David Popham is the Conference Minister candi-
date to be presented to the 197th Aha Paeaina for consideration. Rev. Popham was 
ordained by the American Baptist Church in 1992 and granted privilege of call by 
the Eastern Association of the Southern California Southern Nevada Conference 
UCC in 1995.  He has 11 years’ service as a local church pastor in Utah and Indi-
ana  and over 13 years as an Associate Conference Minister first in the Rocky 
Mountain Conference and the past 4 years with the Central Atlantic Conference 
where he currently covers the New Jersey Association. While serving in the Cen-
tral Atlantic Conference Rev. Popham experienced working with diverse commu-
nities which make up this Association. 

Rev. Popham and his wife Kerrie have two daughters; an adult daughter  working 
in New Jersey and a younger daughter soon to enter college in the East this Fall. 
Rev. Popham recently completed his studies at Lancaster Theological Seminary 
for his Doctor of Ministry degree. 

Join other East Hawaii churches to welcome Rev. Popham, “talk story” and get to 
know him at this gathering. 
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Let everything that 
breathes praise the 
LORD! - Psalm 150:6, 
NRSV 
 
On Hawai'i Island, 
mountains breathe. 
 
As magma fills the 
chambers beneath our 
active volcanoes of Kila-
uea and Mauna Loa, 
their surfaces expand. 
When pressures be-
neath the ground di-
minish, the slopes settle 
back. Geologists meas-
ure the change in tilt to 
understand what may 
be happening beneath. 
 
Last summer, Kilauea's 
fiery breath burst to the 
surface far downslope. 
Rifts opened in residen-
tial neighborhoods, ex-
haling first noxious gas-
es and then lava. For 
thirteen weeks, liquid 
rock poured over 
homes and orchards, 
filled the well-loved tide 
pools of Kapoho Bay, 
and drove thousands 
from their homes. At 
the summit, the volcano 

exhaled clouds of ash 
that fogged the land-
scape. 
 
Then, the land caught 
its breath. The lava 
stopped, the plumes 
subsided, the skies 
cleared. 
 
We humans struggle 
now to find homes for 
those whose houses 
vanished. Others need 
replacement land on 
which to grow papayas 
and anthuriums. 
 
The volcano's breath 
brings destruction. 
 
It also breathes crea-
tion. Hawai'i Island is 
larger today by 875 
acres. As the stone 
cools, adventurous 
seeds will crack it into 
soil. I have seen, over 
and over again, the 
wonder of green leaves 
emerging from volcanic 
rock. Someday—not 
soon—papaya groves 
could rise again. 
 
The psalmist lifted 

praise with trumpets 
and pipes, materials 
quarried from the earth 
then given breath. At 
Kilauea's summit and 
on Hawai'i's coast, I 
have seen and heard 
the majesty of earth's 
own breath. Inhaling 
and exhaling, in de-
struction and in crea-
tion, what can it do but 
praise the LORD? 
 
Prayer 
 
O Holy One, receive the 
breathing praise of 
Your Creation: From 
human voices, song-
bird's trills, coyote's 
wails, ocean's swells - 
and the lingering sighs 
of the mountains. 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
The Rev. 
Eric S.  
Anderson 
is pastor of 
Church of 

the Holy Cross UCC in 
Hilo, Hawai'i. He blogs 
at ordainedgeek.com.  

The Breath of Praise 

by Eric Anderson 

http://www.ucc.org/r?u=KEx6EmUIyhaUEuByB3gycHSBjUvp_8SlfH5JXry5-Ik&e=9dd033d073e62b686712b2b771d6b1df&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dd_apr25_19&n=3
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02 Ushijima, Malia 

04 Yamaki, Amy 

05 Ohata, Ruth 

11 Ushijima, Else 

11 Maeda, Scott 

11 Tanouye, Christopher 

13 Ohata, Sachie 

14 Morioka, Carol 

15 Kita, Elwood 

16 Takemoto, Fawn 

16 Takemoto-Leahigh, 

Fern 

21 Martin, Liane 

22 Inouye, Lorraine 

30 Nakamoto, Timothy 

 J u n e  
01 Higashi, Mae 

05 Tanouye, Lillian 

16 Lum-Bellem, Carolyn 

16 Ikeda, Marie 

26 Enomoto, Yasuo 

27 Matayoshi, Mary 

27 Ushijima, Joy 

27 Yamane, Miyeko 

M a y  

May 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Woody Kita, Erin Okuda, 

Mary Ann Katayama &  

Ruth Niino-DuPonte 

Sunday, May 19 
Lay Reader 

Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Woody & Jean Kita 

 

Sunday, May 26 
Lay Reader 

Newton Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Ann Kanahele 

 

Sunday, June 2 
Lay Reader 

Reilly Narruhn 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Eileen Shiraishi 

 

Sunday, June 9 
Lay Reader 

Roberta Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Bob & Sue Smith 

 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  

service by May 31, 2019. 



 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

UCCP Bible Study: Wednesday, 6:00 pm in J’s Cafe 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 p.m.,  in the Sanctuary 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1 pm 

in the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in Sanctuary.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building 

of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


