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Ap r i l  
Upcomi ng  Da t e s  

18 Maundy Thursday 

19 Good Friday 

20 Holy Saturday 

21 Easter Egg Hunt 

25 Sr. Ministry 

28 J’s Mini Mart 

Ap r i l  
Boa rd  Mee t i n g s  

 

28 Deacons Meeting 

Maundy Thursday:  
April 18 

Thursday evening, April 
18, we will gather for wor-
ship at 7:00 pm with 
members and leaders of 
the Congregational Chris-
tian Church of American 
Samoa and the United 
Church of Christ of 
Pohnpei. We will join in 
Holy Communion in re-
membrance of Jesus' Last 
Supper, then dim the 
lights as we hear the story 
of the rising shadows.  

Good Friday:  
April 19 

On Good Friday, April 19, 
the sanctuary will be open 
for personal prayer from 
noon until 3:00 pm. Pastor 
Eric will read the Seven 
Last Words of Jesus at in-
tervals during the after-
noon.  

Holy Saturday:  
April 20 

Bring your children for 
the joy and wonder of dye-

ing Easter eggs, watching 
the unadorned shells 
transform into starbursts 
of color. The activity runs 
from 9 am to noon, and it 
will give the young peo-
ple something to search 
for on Easter morning! 

Easter Sunday:  
April 21 

This is the Day of Days!  

On Sunday morning, you 
are welcome at Wainaku 
Executive Center at 6:00 
am for the Easter Sunrise 
service.  

Children will hunt for 
those Easter eggs (and 
some goodies, too) begin-
ning at 9 a.m. at the 
Church of the Holy Cross 
Campus. Come worship 
at 10 am and celebrate. 
We’ll have special music 
and we’ll sing those fa-
vorite Easter hymns. Je-
sus is risen –  in his life, 
we live.  
 

  Holy Week Events 2019 

Sr. Ministry News 

Senior Ministry will meet on Thursday, April 25th at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary for 
a special delight. We will be treated to a magical May Day Program performed by 
the talented students of `E Maka`ala School. 

Next, we will enjoy a wonderful lunch at 11 a.m. in the Building of Faith and  
invite everyone (that would be YOU)  to join us for the May Day program and 
lunch of kalua pig, poi, lomi salmon and squid luau. An epicurean enchantment! 

Please accept this personal invitation to an experience of joy, smiles, cuteness 
and lunch! 
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Lent is drawing to a 
close. 

In the next few days we 
will join one another in 
the service of the shad-
ows (Tenebrae in Latin), 
hearing the story of the 
Thursday of Holy Week 
in Chuukese, English, 
Pohnpeian, and Samoan. 
On Good Friday the sanc-
tuary will be open for 
private prayer from noon 
to three, and Jesus’ seven 
last words will be read at 
intervals through the af-
ternoon. 

It was at 3:00 pm that Je-
sus died on the cross. 

Saturday we will turn to 
lighter concerns, as the 
children gather to dye 
Easter eggs from 9 until 
noon.  

Sunday brings the 
spreading light and 
growing joy of Easter. 
The celebration begins at 
sunrise at Wainaku Exec-
utive Center in a 6:00 am 
service prepared by Haili 
Church. 

At 9:00 am on our cam-
pus, the children will 
scatter to find those col-
orful eggs. And at 10:00 

am in our sanctuary, the 
organ’s roar, the choir’s 
voices, and the bells’ 
golden tones will pro-
claim the resurrection 
of Christ. 

Lent will end. 

I pray, however, that our 
journey to Open the 
Heart (the title of this 
season’s devotional) 
never ends. For certain, 
these last few weeks did 
not mark our first ef-
forts to widen our love 
for those around us. 
And for certain, we (at 
least I) have more work 
to do to open our hearts 
even more.  

Lent made for some 
steps, some stops, and 
some silence on the 
journey. 

Easter makes for a way-
point of wonder, of wis-
dom, and of wholeheart-
edness along the jour-
ney. 

With hearts a little more 
open, we embrace the 
love of God. 

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 

Bible Study:  

Grow Your Church! 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.  

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.  

The Pastor’s Study: 

April 21 
Acts 10:34-43 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
I Corinthians 15:19-26 

John 20:1-18 
Luke 24:1-12 

 

April 28 

Acts 5:27-32 

Psalm 118:14-29 

Revelations 1:4-8 

John 20:19-31 
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Reflections on Lent 

by Gloria Kobayashi 

Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 
Place in my hand the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free: 
Silently now I wait for Thee, Ready, my God, Thy will to see: 
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 
And while the wave notes fall on my ear, Everything false will disappear: 
Silently now I wait for Thee, Ready, my God, Thy will to see: 
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
Open my heart, and let me prepare Love with Thy children, thus to share: 
Silently now I wait for Thee, Ready, my God, Thy will to see: 
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
Words and music by Clara H. Scott (1841-1897) 
Based on Psalm 119:18 

During Ash Wednes-
day’s Bible study, Pastor 
Eric encouraged us to 
create a space in our 
heart for God to fill. I 
think the words to this 
song provide us ways 
for God to enter that 
space. We are all busy 
people. We all have lives 
to live, jobs to do, fami-
lies and friends to love 
and help; projects to 
complete.   

Lent is a sacred time of 
waiting to open our 
eyes, ears, mouths, and 
heart to listen and find 
God’s purpose for us. To 
grow as Christians, we 
read our Bibles, pray, at-
tend church, and partici-
pate in our church’s pro-
grams. We help our 
neighbors by offering 
gifts of friendship, tal-
ents, skills, food, and, 

most important, pray 
for them. We are aware 
and contribute to 
God’s work in our 
State, country and 
around the world.   
 
Spend time with other 
Christians: you’ll find 
God blesses you by fill-
ing a space in your 
heart. 

Bread for the World Bake Sale 

SOLD OUT!  SOLD OUT!   
Thank you everyone 
that donated and 
bought items from our 
Bread For The 
World bake sale on 
April 7th.  We sold out 
on every item that was 
donated to the event. 
We had sushi rice, 
cookies, bread, scones, 
cupcakes, pickled vege-
tables,and more.  
Amazingly, we even 

sold vegetables from the 
Gathering Place Garden.  
Beans, kale, mustard 
greens, basil and sweet 
peppers were harvested 
fresh from the garden 
and sold at the bake sale.  
We are able to donate 
$718 to Bread For The 
World through the bake 
sale. 
     Sixty eight letters 
were sent to our Con-
gressional Delegates re-

garding the need for 
changes in our laws to 
help those in need of 
food.  Thank you for 
helping to send these 
letters so that they will 
know we are con-
cerned as a church 
community about the 
need to support chang-
es in our laws regard-
ing those in need. 
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Come to the Building of 
Faith after service on 
April 28 to a workshop 
on oral health and how 
important it is for main-
taining our overall health 
and well-being. The pre-
senter will be R. Scott 
Daniels of the Depart-
ment of Health. He will 

focus on ways to pre-
vent most oral health 
issues, but also pro-
vide information about 
responding to some 
common issues experi-
enced by adults and 
children. All partici-
pants who complete a 
pre- and post-

workshop survey will 
receive a free oral 
health kit. 

This event is part of the 
Board of Deacons’ se-
ries on health concerns. 
The next workshop 
(about preventing falls) 
will be on May 19. 

Workshop on Church Growth May 4 
 

The Rev. Tracy Barnowe, Associate Confer-
ence Minister for Church Vitality and author 
of Grow Your Church will lead a workshop on 
welcoming visitors to the church on Satur-
day, May 4, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at 
Church of the Holy Cross. The fee of $20.00 
will include lunch and materials.  Check with 
Pastor Eric for pre-registration information.  

Oral Health Workshop  
April 28th, 2019 

Time to get Eggcited! 

Saturday, April 20th:  
Calling all creative keiki!  We will be decorating Easter eggs in J’s Cafe  from 9:00
-12:00.  Wear your junkie, never-mind-if-it-gets-dye-on-it-clothes and come join 
in the fun!  Lunch will be served as well.  Hope to see you all there! 

Sunday, April 21st:  
He has risen.  Come, let us celebrate!   
Inviting our youth to experience all of the wonder and joy that Easter brings. 
9:00 in the Lounge — BYOBaskets, please! 

 

 



P a g e  5  

01 Nakamoto, Joyce 

01 Yuda, Kayleen 

05 Kawachika, Kay 

05 Nakamoto, Henry 

16 Yanagihara, Sachiko 

16 Olcott, Tom 

17 Chen, Nancy 

17 Lum, Nick 

18 Chu, Roberta 

19 Kita, Jean 

20 Shiroma, Toshiko 

20 Tanouye, Jonathan 

21 Niimi, Mildred 

21 Thoma, JP 

25 Wung, Gail 

25 Robert, Saburo 

27 Kusinski, Leigh 

A p r i l   
01 Higashi, Mae 

05 Tanouye, Lillian 

16 Lum-Bellem, Carolyn 

16 Ikeda, Marie 

26 Enomoto, Yasuo 

27 Matayoshi, Mary 

27 Ushijima, Joy 

27 Yamane, Miyeko 

M a y  

April 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Julann Sonomura,  

Cheryl Sumida, Linda Larson, 

Newton & Roberta Chu 

Sunday, April 21 
Lay Reader 

Jennifer Tanouye 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Millie Daikawa 

 

Sunday, April 28 
Lay Reader 

Mary Ann Katayama 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Malia Mattos 

 

Sunday, May 5 
Lay Reader 

Stuart Mori 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Anita Mathews 

 

Sunday, May 12 
Lay Reader 

Millie Daikawa 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  

service by April 26, 2019. 

Birthday Blessings 



 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

Musicianship: Tuesdays, 4:00 pm, Meeting Room (BoF) 

Choir practice: Tuesdays, 4:30 pm, Meeting Room (BoF), Sundays, 8:30 am, 

Sanctuary 

UCCP Bible Study: Wednesday, 6:00 pm in J’s Cafe 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 p.m.,  in the Sanctuary 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1 pm 

in the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in Sanctuary.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building 

of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


