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One Great Hour of Sharing 2019
On March 31st, the One
Great Hour of Sharing
(OGHS) special offering
will be collected and dedicated at our Church. This
mission offering carries
God’s message of love and
hope to people in more
than 80 countries. The
UCC works with international partners to provide
sources of clean water and
food education and health
care, small business micro
-credit, emergency relief
and advocacy and resettlement for refugees and displaced persons.
Our theme this year continues with “More than we
can imagine!” Based on
Ephesians 3:20, the theme
reminds us that we are
not alone in our imagining
a better world for all of
God’s children. God imagines a world where:
 No one is left to face
the ravages of natural disaster alone – neighbor
helps neighbor, stranger
helps stranger – for we are
the church together.
 Even if things will never be same after a disaster,
God can work through all
events to bring new life,
new hope and even more
resilience.
 Clean and abundant
water and sanitation facil-
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ities are available to everyone.
 Work brings security
from hunger and the land
is treated with respect.
Families displaced
from their homes are
able to build new lives.
 Women are no longer
subject to discrimination
and gender-based violence.
On average, of every dollar given to One Great
Hour of Sharing, 91 cents
is used directly for mission program, 5 cents for
interpretation materials
and 4 cents for administrative costs. Eight Christian denominations work
together to develop
common promotional

materials and together
raise about $12 million
each year.
God is at work doing
so much more than we
can imagine! And
when we contribute to
this offering we are
part of God’s work in
the world.
Please use the enclosed envelope for
your offering. Thank
you for your generosity.
Board of Stewardship
and Mission
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The Pastor’s Corner

I have some news,
some good news, and a
challenge.
The news is that the
group working on organizing a Family Promise
affiliate in East Hawai’i
has decided to cease
those efforts. With only
three congregations accepting the invitation to
become Family Promise
Host Churches, the
Homelessness Hui of Interfaith Congregations in
Action concluded that
finding the necessary
thirteen was increasingly
unlikely. Granted, recruitment efforts had halted
during the summer’s lava
emergency, but they regretfully concluded that
this was the wrong model for us.
The good news is that
family homelessness has
been sharply diminishing
without Family Promise
in place. In the last seven
months, 67 families without shelter has fallen to
21 – and only six did not
have an emergency shelter assignment (this does
not include those displaced by lava). The Hui
realized that emergency
shelter for families with
children was less of a puka than realized. A Coordinated Entry System
among service providers
had changed the system
dramatically.
The good news is that

we are truly in reach of
functionally ending family homelessness in Hawai’i County. Frankly,
my jaw is on the floor
with amazement.
So here’s the challenge: Homelessness remains a heartbreaking
reality for too many of
our neighbors. There
are other pukas to fill,
other gaps to bridge.
So… What are they? And
how can we help?
With emergency shelter beds increasing this
year, how can we increase the numbers of
permanent dwellings,
homes with affordable
rents? Are there partners we can enlist to
help this happen?
Further, how can we
prevent people from losing their homes in the
first place? A sad number of people live essentially one crisis away
from houselessness.
Their incomes cover
food, shelter, transportation, and basic medical care – but not much
else. A major new expense, or a loss of income, could put rent out
of reach.
I don’t know the answers to these questions. Together, we can
come up with some.

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:






Deep questions
Surprising wisdom
Unforgettable stories
Seeds of thought
Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study:
Grow Your Church!
Sundays 8:30 a.m.
J’s Cafe

Follow the Lectionary
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in
The Pastor’s Study:

March 24
Isaiah 55:1-9
Psalm 63:1-8
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

March 31
Joshua 9:9-12
Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

With aloha,
Pastor Eric

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter:
@esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/
holycrosshilo
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“ANPAN MAN “ RETURNS
TO BREAD FOR THE WORLD
ANNUAL BAKE SALE AND LETTER WRITING
Anpan Man returns to
Church of the Holy Cross
annual Bake Sale and
Letter Writing to our
Congressional Delegates
on Sunday, April 7, 2019.
We are asking members
to donate baked goods,
pickled vegetables, sushi
rice, and any other types
of prepared food. This
event has always been
well supported by the
membership, so plan to
bake or cook something
for the sale and also
come prepared to purchase the many delicious
items.

beyond the communities
in which we live by
changing policies and
programs and conditions
that allow hunger and
poverty to persist.
Please come prepared to
sign letters to our senators and representatives
in Congress to help end
world hunger.
Bread for the World is a
collective Christian
voice, urging our nation’s decision makers
to end hunger at home
and abroad. We provide
help and opportunity far

Remember the date,
Sunday, April 7, 2019.
Letter writing will be
held before services and
the bake sale will be held
after services.

Sr. Ministry Meeting—You Are Invited
Please join us on Thursday, March 28, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon for an
active discussion on the topic of usage of medical marijuana. The speaker will
be announced and lunch will be served afterwards.

Assembling the Bible
Come join us on Thursday evenings in Lent
from 6:30 to 7:30 to
learn more about how
the Bible came to be.
We’ll look at the timelines, the periods the Bible describes, the periods the Biblical books
were written, and the
periods when the Bible
was taking its shape.
We’ll look at the identifi-

able authors, learn a
little about the anonymous writers, and consider the editors who
put earlier works together.
The group will meet in
the Pastor’s Study on
these evenings: March
28, April 4, and April
11. Come join us!

Find our Lenten
Devotional
Open the Heart, our
Holy Cross devotional
for Lent, is available in
print at the church, or
online at http://
holycrosshilo.com/201
9/03/14/open-theheart-a-lentendevotional/
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F

orgive those
things we have
done
which have
caused you sadness,
and those things we
should have done
that would have brought
you joy.

Prayer for Lent
In both we have failed
ourselves,
and you.
Bring us back to that
place
where our journey
began,
when we said that we
would follow

the way that you first
trod.
Lead us to the Cross
and meet
us there.
Copyright 2016 by John
Birch, faithandworship.com.
Used by permission

Choral Music: The Highest Form of Learning
By Iese Wilson

One of the great foundations of my musical philosophy found its
grounding in the most
inspiring lecture I had
ever heard on music by
Dr. Michael Ballam
(professor at Utah State
University). In the lecture he quoted the esteemed research done by
Harvard researcher Dr.
Howard Gardner and his
“Theory of Multiple Intelligences” which is now
widely used in the world
of training teachers. He
originally taught that
there are eight different
ways that all individuals
can find success in learning, and there are now
aptitude tests for all to
find out which learning
styles suit them the best.
The types are BodilyKinesthetic, Interpersonal, Verbal-Linguistic, Logical Mathematical, Naturalistic, Intrapersonal,
Visual-Spatial, and Musical. He would later add
Existential to the list.
Now, it is the belief of
both Dr. Ballam and myself that music, specifically vocal music, is the

only art form capable
of stimulating all nine
of these learning
styles.
Bodily Kinesthetic:
Individuals are actively
participating, learning
techniques in posture
and voice.
Interpersonal: Individuals must connect
as one with all other
singers and director.
Verbal-Linguistic: Individuals learn how to
formulate sounds in
the mouth and often
learn new languages.
LogicalMathematical: Counting and timing is essential to crisp music.
Naturalistic: One
must connect to the
nature of their own
unmanipulated voice
Intrapersonal: One
learns much about
themself as they explore past their comfort zone.
Visual-Spatial: Individuals constantly
measure and adapt
their part to that of the

other singers’ parts.
Musical: Goes without
saying.
And finally, Existential
(or Spiritual). As mentioned in the past,
“There is not much we
know about heaven,
but we do know there
are choirs. So to participate in choir is to be
participating in a heavenly experience.” Singing in a choir sharpens
one’s ability to worship and connect with
The Almighty, of
which, I have a personal witness. In the end,
what greater purpose
can there be than to
connect to The Divine?
Praise be to God for
the gift of music.
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Birthday Blessings

MARCH
VOLUNTEERS
USHERS

Jayson Rekis,
Reilly Narruhn,
Stuart Mori

Sunday, March 24
March

April

04

Katada, Emi

01

Nakamoto, Joyce

06

Maeda, Margaret

01

Yuda, Kayleen

07

Sato, Thelma

05

Kawachika, Kay

15

Miyake, Richard

05

Nakamoto, Henry

18

Maeda, Blanche

16

Yanagihara, Sachiko

18

Jack, Lei

16

Olcott, Tom

22

Nagami, Tamayo

17

Chen, Nancy

22

Suzuki, Clarice

17

Lum, Nick

25

Okabe, Gavin

18

Chu, Roberta

28

Kurohara, Martha

19

Kita, Jean

29

Yamane, John

20

Shiroma, Toshiko

30

Kawahara, Karl

20

Tanouye, Jonathan

21

Niimi, Mildred

21

Thoma, JP

25

Wung, Gail

25

Robert, Saburo

27

Kusinski, Leigh

Lay Reader
Ruth Niino-DuPonte
Chapel Decoration
Kay Kawachika &
Mary Ann Katayama

Sunday, March 31
Lay Reader
Anne Sadayasu
Chapel Decoration
Cindy Debus

Sunday, April 7
Lay Reader
Latai Loa
Chapel Decoration
Janet Fujioka

Sunday, April 14
Lay Reader
Janet Fujioka
Chapel Decoration
Michi Koizumi

The Messenger
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal
service by March 29, 2019.

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith.
Musicianship: Tuesdays, 4:00 pm, Meeting Room (BoF)
Choir practice: Tuesdays, 4:30 pm, Meeting Room (BoF), Sundays, 8:30 am,
Sanctuary
UCCP Bible Study: Wednesday, 6:00 pm in J’s Cafe
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge.

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm
Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Qi Gong: Fridays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith.
Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 p.m., in the Sanctuary
Other Congregations Worshiping Here
The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1 pm
in the Building of Faith Meeting Room.
Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,
Meeting Room
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in Sanctuary.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building
of Faith Meeting Room.

