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C H U R C H  O F  T H E  H O L Y  C R O S S  

F e b r u a r y  6 ,  2 0 1 9  

Fe b r u a r y  
U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

9 Trustees Service Day 

12 Caregivers Support 
Group 

12 E. Hi Clergy Meeting 

Fe b r u a r y  
B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  

10 Council Meeting 

17 Trustees Ad Hoc  

Committee Meeting 

Iese Wil-
son is the 
new Choir  
Director 
and  
Music  
Coordina-
tor at  
Church of 

the Holy Cross.  He is of-
fering a class called  
“Musicianship” or learning 
to read sheet music from 
4:00-4:30 pm in the Build-
ing of Faith meeting room 
on Tuesdays, just before 
4:30 choir practice.  His 
very practical approach to 
singing and enthusiasm 
for choral music is infec-
tious! 

He recently moved to Hilo 
from Orange County, Cali-
fornia.  He studied music 
at Santa Ana College and 
returned to his Alma Ma-
ter, El Modena High 
School, as assistant choir 

director and led the 
school’s choirs to win the 
top awards in festival 
competitions.  From 
2013 to 2015 he served a 
two-year mission in 
Auckland, New Zealand, 
where he learned and 
taught in the Samoan lan-
guage.  He recently com-
pleted an internship with 
the choral program at 
Kamehameha High 
School Hawaii, conducts 
the Hilo Stake Choir at 
the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints, and 
also offers private voice 
lessons. 

Iese’s choral philosophy 
is: “I don’t expect perfec-
tion, but I invite expres-
sion.” And, “We do not 
know much about what 
happens in heaven, but 
we do know there are 
choirs.  So to participate 
in choir is to participate 

  Welcome Our New Choir Director 

Iese Wilson 

in a heavenly experi-
ence.”  In one of our 
choir’s first practices, 
he introduced Howard 
Gardner’s work on in-
telligence by telling us 
that “Music is the high-
est form of learning 
and will increase all 
seven other learning 
skills.” He invites all to 
join in a celestial expe-
rience. 

Announcing the 2019 Lenten Devotional Project 
A Spiritual Journey to Easter 

W 
e will pro-
duce a de-
votional 
booklet for 

Lent of 2019, which runs 
from March 6 to April 20. 
And we need contribu-
tors! We’re starting with 
the theme of Opening the 
Heart. 

What can they be? It can 
be a poem. It can be a 
prayer. It can follow the 
Scripture-brief reflection-
prayer model of our Ad-
vent of Giving booklet. It 
can be a drawing. It can 
be a brief story or a 
memory. 

What it can be is: you.  

 

What’s important to 
you? What has opened 
your heart? What has 
strengthened your 
spirit? What has made 
a difference? How did 
you make a difference? 

That’s what we’re 
looking for. We’re look-
ing for you, and the 
sharing of your spirit. 
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Lent is coming! 

Pastors in many places 
would then add: “Look 
busy!” 

I had thought more peo-
ple would be interested 
in contributing to a devo-
tional resource for Lent 
than have actually 
stepped forward. In fact, 
nobody has made that 
commitment. Quite a few 
have asked questions, 
and one or two have of-
fered to help edit, but 
without contributions, 
those editors won’t have 
much to do. 

So here’s my plan: 

I very much want to offer 
this congregation a new 
Lenten devotional, one 
more aware of our set-
ting, situation, and con-
cerns than most coming 
from large publishers. 
We will have one, even if 
I do all the writing my-
self. I enjoy that work, 
and I think I do it well 
enough to be useful. 

That said, every piece 
that I don’t write, every 
photograph I haven’t 
taken, every poem I 
haven’t scribed, every 
song I haven’t com-
posed, every story I 
haven’t told, will make 
this better. We’ll have 
different perspectives, 
additional wisdom, and 
a harmony of voices. 

The theme will be: Open 
the Heart. See where 
that takes you. See what 
memories it evokes. 
Seek what inspiration it 
provokes. 

If you like, I can offer 
you a word or phrase or 
Scripture verse as a 
starting point.  

I want us to have a  
Lenten devotional that 
speaks from us and 
speaks to us. We’ll have 
one. 

You can make it better. 

With aloha, 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 

Bible Study:  

Exodus 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

February 10 
Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13)  

Psalm 138 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Luke 5:1-11 
 
 

February 17 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Psalm 1 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Luke 6:17-26 

 

Four New Bells 
Purchased from Memorial Fund 
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The trustees’ monthly 
meeting was held on 
Sunday, February 3rd. We 
identified projects for 
Service Day, Saturday, 
February 9th, and the 
invitation for members 
and friends to join us 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.  We looked at the 
scheduling of repair and 

maintenance projects to 
include new fans in the 
sanctuary and cleaning 
and painting of the roof 
and exterior of the 
classrooms.  We will  
also be checking into 
adding a video and re-
cording component to 
our sound system.  We 
voted to commit to be-

ing part of the new UCC 
b1 platform for at least 
one year.  More infor-
mation on this program 
is available in the Coco-
nut Wireless.  We also 
discussed the assistance 
that our guest churches 
provide in maintaining 
our campus. 

Board Happenings 

First Service Day of 2019 
Come join the fun and camaraderie of the first Service Day of 2019 on Saturday, 
February 9th.  Join other church members and friends to help make our place of 
worship sparkle. 

We will gather from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Please bring your willing hands and 
enthusiasm! 

Elijah said to her, "For 
thus says the Lord the God 
of Israel: The jar of meal 
will not be emptied and 
the jug of oil will not fail 
until the day that the Lord 
sends rain on the earth." - 
1 Kings 17:14 
 
The widow of Zarephath 
had a choice to make: Use 
what little she had to 
make one last supper for 
herself and her son or, in-
stead, use it to feed the 
bossy prophet who prom-
ised his God would pro-
vide. 
 
We don't have to be in 
dire straits to recognize 
these basic life options: to 
withhold or to give, to 
cower in fear or to step 
out in trust, to settle for 
perceived scarcity or to 
recognize and embrace 
abundance. 
 

Play it safe, or take a 
risk. Trust what we 
think we know, or put 
our faith in the prom-
ise of an unimaginable 
love. Barely survive, or 
bet on the fullness of 
life. 
 
Most of us face some 
version of these choic-
es every day: To for-
give or to grow embit-
tered. To stew in our 
worries or be grateful 
for what is. To open 
our hearts or wall oth-
ers out. To get involved 
or remain a bystander. 
To go to the march or 
to the movies. To say 
what we think or to be 
kind. To stop and pray 
or to kill another hour 
on Insta. 
 
Rarely are our options 
so clear or binary or 
conscious. Still, our 

choices shape our 
days, and our days 
shape our lives. 
 
The widow had very 
few options, but still 
she chose: empower-
ment over surrender, 
the hope of life over 
certain death. 
 
What will you choose 
today? 
 
Prayer 
Holy One, thank you 
for giving me choices. 
Help me to recognize 
them, and to choose 
what makes for life. 

 

ABOUT THE 
AUTHOR 
Vicki Kem-
per is the 

Pastor of First Congre-
gational, UCC, of Am-
herst, Massachusetts.  
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Dear friends at Church of 
the Holy Cross: 

Thank you for the gift 
and opportunity to be 
with you in worship on 
January 27th.  I was glad 
to be able to learn about 
the ministry you are 
leading and the partner-
ships with emerging con-
gregations.  I also valued 

A Message of Gratitude 

From Rev. Dr. David Vasquez-Levy 

the chance to share the 
ways that our educa-
tional programs pre-
pare effective pastors 
and lay leaders with a 
passion for the church, 
many of whom would 
not otherwise have ac-
cess to theological ed-
ucation.  

During my visits this 
past week, I heard 
clearly the deepening 
need for pastors and 
educated leaders in 
the churches of Ha-
waii.  I am grateful for 
PSR’s long history of 
connection to Hawaii 
and our many alumni 

who have successfully 
served congregations 
in Hawaii, and I am 
committed to continu-
ing that legacy.  I wel-
come your support of 
our work.   

Please visit us 
at www.psr.edu, and 
consider making a do-
nation that can sup-
port the next genera-
tion of leaders.   We 
would be glad to visit 
with you about our 
work and ways to sup-
port it. 

Beloved Ones of God 
Lenten Devotional Guide 

by Rev. Susumu Yamane 

God has said to us “You 
are my beloved one.” To 
be beloved is to belong. 
Belonging is the evi-
dence of being beloved. 
Can we become more 
aware of belonging. For 
human persons, the pri-
mary locale of belonging 
is the family. 

God has said, “It is not 
good that the man 
should be alone…” and 
God created a family as a 
sign of our belonging to 
God, a fulfillment of cre-
ation. 

To awake in the morning 
with the sound of some-
one around 

To call him or her on the 
phone 

To hear the sound of 
the door of the car 
slamming at 5 o’clock 

To turn and talk about 
the day 

To ask “What’s for din-
ner?” 

To share laughter 

To share sorrow 

To grumble with each 
other 

To be nagged 

To wait and wait 

To touch 

To go on a trip and 
come home. 

When all this is over, 
we will know what is 
more precious in life – 

to belong to someone. 
God gives us our family 
to know that we be-
long to Someone. God 
will give us 
“someones” to let us 
know we belong. 

PRAYER: 

Help me to hear some-
one. Help me to see 
someone. Help me to 
touch someone. For 
those are beloved to 
us, we see You who 
calls us beloved. Amen. 

http://www.psr.edu/
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04 Yamauchi, Joanne 

05 Palea, Susan 

15 Mathews, Anita 

20 Tanaka, Robert 

24 Daikawa, Mildred 

26 Kodani, Esther 

Fe b r u a r y   
04 Katada, Emi 

06 Maeda, Margaret 

07 Sato, Thelma 

15 Miyake, Richard 

18 Maeda, Blanche 

18 Jack, Lei 

22 Nagami, Tamayo 

22 Suzuki, Clarice 

25 Okabe, Gavin 

28 Kurohara, Martha 

29 Yamane, John 

30 Kawahara, Karl 

M a r c h  

FEBRUARY 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Wayne & Clarice Suzuki, 

Christian & Theone Albano, 

Amy Shiroma 

Sunday, February 10 
Lay Reader 

Janet Fujioka 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Else Ushijima 

 

Sunday, February 17 
Lay Reader 

Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Hats Kamimura 

 

Sunday, February 24 
Lay Reader 

Newton Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Theone Albano & Jill Suzuki 

 

Sunday, March 3 
Lay Reader 

Jayson Rekis 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Irene Okada 

 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  

service by February 15, 2019. 

YOU Are Loved 

Yes, YOU! 
 

On February 10th, the Sunday School students will 
be passing out flowers and chocolate in celebra-
tion of Valentine's Day!  Come and receive these 
special treats.   

"Let us love one another, for love comes from God."  
—1John 4:7 

 
 

 

Birthday Blessings 



 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays, 3:00 p.m., Building of Faith 

UCCP Bible Study: Wednesday, 6:00 pm in J’s Cafe 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays, 7:00 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qi Gong: Fridays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 p.m.,  in the Sanctuary 

 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1 pm 

in the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in Sanctuary.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building 

of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


