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Guest Speaker—January 27, 2019

Rev. Dr. David VasquezLevy will be the guest
speaker at the 10:00 a.m.
service of the Church of
the Holy Cross on Sunday,
January 27, 2019. The title
of his message will be
“Second Helping.”
All are welcome to hear a
committed pastor, nationally recognized immigration leader, and soughtafter speaker. His work on
immigration has led him
to serve as a consultant on
various documentaries

and contribute a faith
perspective to the national conversation on immigration—including
speaking at a congressional briefing and participating in two immigration consultations at
the White House. Vasquez-Levy is the author
of various publications
that explore migration
stories in sacred texts
and in people's lives. Vasquez-Levy currently
serves as the president of
Pacific School of Religion
(PSR), a 153-year old interdenominational, progressive Christian seminary located in Berkeley,
California with denominational partners that include the United Church
of Christ. PSR has deep
ties to Hawaiʻi and the
Pacific Basin, including a
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Doctor of Ministry program focused on developing the theologies of
the Pacific islands.
President VasquezLevy, along with several leaders from communities across Hawaiʻi, are partnering to
strengthen ministry in
the Aloha state.

Bookmarks:
An Easy Way to Find Your Favorite Bible Verses
During the Fall, the ladies of the Gathering
Place worked on coloring bookmarks to be
used to mark your place in the Bibles in the
pews. If you would like to use one, help yourself to one and you may leave it in the Bible, as
most of us usually sit in the same place, so it
will be there for you the next week! Thank you
to Linda Larson for leading us on this project
and Reiko Masutomi for providing the laminating services. We hope you enjoy them!
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The Pastor’s Corner

You know, there’s got to
be a better way.
I’m thinking about our
federal government shutdown. It’s the longest in
our nation’s history, now
a full week longer than
the runner-up. Some are
working without
paychecks. Others wonder when they will get
back to the responsibilities they value.
The basic reason we have
this shutdown is that
there’s a policy that some
wholeheartedly endorse,
but which others wholeheartedly reject. The supporters want it funded.
The opponents say, “No.”
Both appear to agree that
its importance is such
that this one question
should determine whether other government activity gets funded or not.
This one issue, they say,
governs everything.
Or in other words: The
ends justify the means.
Once again, I think we
see the extraordinary
power of that line of ethical thinking. I think we
see its temptation. I think
we see its guidance. And
I think we see its terrible
effects. Standing firm on
principle, people cause
other people to suffer.
They know they do, and
yet they stand.

one must take a stand,
and potentially put people at risk. Mahatma
Gandhi’s non-violent
campaigns in India provoked violence against
his followers. Fire hoses, attack dogs, and
clubs assailed the companions of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Large boycotts affect
struggling workers as
well the wealthy companies that underpay
them, plus other participants in the industry
who do not participate
in the underlying injustice. As these people
suffer, do the ends justify the means?
I’m not even sure it’s
possible to be sure.
What I’m certain of is
that we must closely inspect every action we
take for justice, to see
that we cause as little
ancillary suffering as
possible. We live in an
imperfect world, and we
do not do all the good
that we desire. At best,
we can make ourselves
aware of our impact,
and strive for the best
available outcome.
The ends are implicit in
the means.
With aloha,
Pastor Eric

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:






Deep questions
Surprising wisdom
Unforgettable stories
Seeds of thought
Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study:
Exodus
Sundays 8:30 a.m.
J’s Cafe

Follow the Lectionary
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in
The Pastor’s Study:

January 27
Nehemiah 8:1-3,
5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21

February 3
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

It’s true that sometimes
Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter:
@esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/
holycrosshilo
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Welcome Our Newest Members
We welcomed Cheryl
Sumida, Julann Sonomura and Henry Nakamoto
as members of Church of
the Holy Cross on
December 9, 2018.
Cheryl rejoined us by
Re-affirmation of faith;
Julann and Henry by
baptism.
Introduced to
Holy
Cross by
her parents,
Charles and Amy Hashimoto, Cheryl remembers attending the
church on Kinoole
Street when she was just
four years old. She completed confirmation
class and was baptized
when she was in high
school. Cheryl works as
an Administrative Ser-

vices Assistant for the
State Department of Education's District Office.
Julann is
currently an engineer
with the
State
Highways Division, Department of
Transportation. Born
and raised in Hilo, she
attended college in Philadelphia and worked
there for a few years before returning home.
After her youngest child
went to college, she
found time to explore
her faith and is happy
that Holy Cross welcomed her.
Henry is Julann’s cousin.
He is husband to Joyce

and father of
Timothy
and Jordan.
Henry
and Pastor Eric were both at
Cornell University in Ithaca, New York at the
same time. He received
his law degree from Hastings College of Law.
Henry has a very busy
schedule, but manages to
find time to go fishing.
We are blessed to have
these three new members.
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Kalaupapa Sunday
A Message from the Board of Stewardship and Mission
KALAUPAPA SUNDAY
On January 6, 1866, the
first exiles of an estimated 8,000 people diagnosed with Hansen’s Disease or leprosy, arrived
at Kalaupapa, Molokai.
Almost 90% were
Hawaiian men, women
and children arriving
between 1866 and 1969.
They were often neglected, but working together,
they built a community,
even establishing a
church the very first
year. Siloama Church –
the Church of the Healing
Spring – provided a refuge in God. Siloama
Church, a UCC church,
still serves the remaining
people in Kalaupapa and
is a monument to the
patients and to the legacy of love and faith they
have left for us.
In 2009 President
Obama signed the
Kalaupapa Memorial Act
that directed the Secretary of Interior to authorize Ka’Ohana O Ka-

laupapa to create a
memorial. They have
a digital library of
7,400 people and is
developing a Kalaupapa Schools Outreach
Program to educate
students about Kalaupapa’s history. All
the names that they
have records of will be
inscribed on the memorial. For more information go to
www.kalaupapaohana.
org.
At the 191st Aha
Pae’aina, a resolution
was passed to establish Kalaupapa Sunday,
on the last Sunday of
January to commemorate and honor the patients. At the 195th
Aha Pae’aina held on
Maui in June 2017, it
was resolved that all
members and friends
of the churches in the
Hawaii Conference
UCC be encouraged to
support the work of

Ka’Ohana, the community advocacy group
planning and working
on a memorial to honor the people sent to
Kalaupapa. The
‘Ohana wants to place
a memorial in a spot
overlooking a field
believed to contain
nearly 2,000 unmarked graves on a 5.9
acre plot where the
Old Baldwin Boys
Home once stood.
Only 951 people have
marked gravesites.
The Memorial’s final
environmental assessment was recently
approved and completion and opening is
targeted for October
2020.
On Sunday, January
27th, Church of the Holy Cross will commemorate Kalaupapa Sunday. All gifts may be
placed in the morning
offering to support the
work of the ‘Ohana.

AED Training

Sunday, January 27, 2019
Have you ever wondered what that white box with the
lettering “AED” is, at the entrance of the sanctuary and
one in the Building of Faith, on the left of the serving
counter?
Well, you will be introduced to it by our retired Fire
Department Chief, Lloyd Narimatsu after worship
service on Sunday, January 27, 2019 in the Building of
Faith. Lloyd has conducted safety training throughout
the State of Hawaii for 40 years.
Please come and bring your curiosity, questions, and
appetite as a light lunch will be served.
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JANUARY
VOLUNTEERS
USHERS

Barbara Iwami, Lei Jack,
Joyce Nakamoto, Michi
Koizumi, Millie Daikawa

Birthday blessings and prayers
January

Fe b r u a r y

03

Kanahele, Ann

04

Yamauchi, Joanne

06

DuPonte, Kyle

05

Palea, Susan

08

Chen, Bill

15

Mathews, Anita

08

Nakayama Kyle

20

Tanaka, Robert

09

Hayashi, Takeru

24

Daikawa, Mildred

19

Chu, Newton

26

Kodani, Esther

20

Inouye, Grayson

22

Koizumi, Michi

22

Kawasaki, Kevin

27

Suzuki, Wayne

28

Mukai, Theodora

30

Iwami, Barbara

30

Inouye, Vernon

A Special Note to Members and Friends of
Church of the Holy Cross
Our Senior Ministry would like to extend our deepest appreciation to the friends and members of
Church of the Holy Cross who generously donated
their KTA Holiday Save-A-Tape points.
Your support makes it possible to use the food that
we get from these tapes for our Senior Ministry
lunches for our upcoming events. Thank you for
your precious generosity

Sunday, January 27
Lay Reader
Millie Daikawa
Chapel Decoration
Ethel Yoshimasu
& Teddy Mukai

Sunday, February 3
Lay Reader
Carol Morioka
Chapel Decoration
Gloria Kobayashi

Sunday, February 10
Lay Reader
Janet Fujioka
Chapel Decoration
Else Ushijima

Sunday, February 17
Lay Reader
Carolyn Lum-Bellem
Chapel Decoration
Hats Kamimura

The Messenger
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal
service by February 1, 2019.

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith.
Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays, 3:00 p.m., Building of Faith
UCCP Bible Study: Wednesday, 6:00 pm in J’s Cafe
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays, 7:00 pm, Building of Faith.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Qi Gong: Fridays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith.

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm
Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 p.m., in the Sanctuary

Other Congregations Worshiping Here
The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1 pm
in the Building of Faith Meeting Room.
Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,
Meeting Room
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in Sanctuary.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building
of Faith Meeting Room.

