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D e c e m b e r  5 ,  2 0 1 8  

D e c e m b e r  

U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

8 Workshop: Opening 
Your Heart to Advent 

9  All Membership 
Meeting & Reception 

9 Christmas Caroling 

9 Dedication of Christ-
mas Fund Offering 

23 Christmas Pageant 

D e c e m b e r  

B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  

23 Deacons Meeting 

In the Church year, the 
Advent season helps us 
prepare to celebrate the 
coming of Jesus. In both 
ancient and modern 
times, people have pre-
pared in various ways. 
They have fasted, stud-
ied, prayed, and taken on 
new acts of service 
through the Advent sea-
son. 

This year, the Board of 
Deacons invites you to 
An Advent of Giving. We 
invite you to place a non-
perishable food item in a 
bag each day during the 
season (we’ll even have 
some special bags for 
you). Bring those bags 
with their seven items to 
church the following 

Sunday, and we’ll de-
liver them to the Food 
Basket. 

To go with these acts 
of giving, we have pre-
pared a special devo-
tional for the season, 
beginning with De-
cember 1st and run-
ning all the way to 
Christmas Day itself. 
Printed copies are 
available at worship or 
in the office and you 
can also find it on the 
church website at 
holycrosshilo.com. The 
theme is, of course, 
giving – and it consid-
ers many different 
ways one can give. 

Please join in this Ad-
vent of Giving. 

Young, old, and in be-
tween, come out and 
sing! We’ll meet at the 
church at 2:00 pm on 
Sunday, December 9th, 
and go visit some of our 
homebound members 
with holiday cheer. 
There will be song-
books and there will be 
bells – all we need are 
your voices and your 
smiles. Come out and 
sing! 

Join in An Advent of Giving 

Christmas Caroling  
December 9 

Christmas Pageant   
December 23rd 

The fourth Sunday in Ad-
vent is the Sunday of 
Love, and we know you’ll 
love seeing the Christ-
mas story portrayed by 
the young people of our 
church in the annual 
Christmas Pageant. 
Please clear your sched-
ule for the morning, and 
share your aloha with 
our Sunday School par-
ticipants as they play the 
sheep, the shepherds, the 
magi, and of course the 
angels. Worship begins 
at 10:00 am – and won-
der begins shortly after. 

Dec. 9 – 2:00 pm 
Christmas Caroling 

Dec. 23 – 10:00 am 
Christmas Pageant 

Dec. 24 – 7:00 pm 
Christmas Eve  
Service 
 

Christmas Events 
and Services 2018 
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I hope you’ve received a 
gift from me this Advent. 

Um. Don’t rush out to 
your mailbox to look for 
a package. I’m afraid nei-
ther my means nor my 
organizational skills are 
up to that.  

But do look at “An Advent 
of Giving” devotional, 
prepared with the assis-
tance of the Deacons. I 
sincerely hope that its 
twenty-five reflections 
and prayers do come to 
you as a gift. I hope 
something touches you. I 
hope something informs 
you. I hope something 
fills you. 

More, I hope something 
inspires you. 

You see, the best part of a 
devotional is the writing. 
The best part of a reflec-
tion is the thinking. The 
best part of a prayer is 
the praying. 

In this reflection, I hope 
to offer you another gift: 
the gift of your own 
study, your own think-
ing, your own prayer. 
It’s through those things 
– your own actions – 
that you will deepen 
your relationship with 
God. It’s through those 
things that you will 
come to a fuller under-
standing of God’s love 
for you. It’s through 
those things that you 
will become more your-
self in God’s eyes. 

It might not be as excit-
ing as the box of goodies 
you’re not finding in 
your mailbox. 

It might also be the best 
gift you receive this 
Christmas – and you’ll 
have given it to yourself. 

With aloha, 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 

Bible Study:  

Exodus 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

December 9 

Advent 2 (Peace) 

Malachi 3:1-4 

Luke 1:68-79 

Philippians 1:3-11 

Luke 3:1-6 

December 16 

Advent 3 (Joy) 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Isaiah 12:2-6 

Philippians 4:4-7  

Luke 3:7-18 
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A report from the 2018 
Walk to End Alzhei-
mer’s, held on Saturday, 
September 29th, at Lili-
uokalani Park shows 
that while only 41% of 
the goal of $65,000 for 
the Hilo walk was 
reached this year, the 
Church of the Holy 
Cross team, 18 folks 
strong, was out in full 
force.  The Hilo Walk 
raised $26,640.  Our 
team came in third in 
the team fund raising, 
collecting a total of 
$2,530.   Mary Ann, 
Woody, Anne and Pas-
tor Eric were listed in 

News from the 
Board of Stewardship and Mission 

the top 15 individual 
fundraisers.    

 Mary Ann Katayama,  

 Woody Kita,  

 Anne Sadayasu,  

 Pastor Eric Anderson,  

 Eileen Shiraishi,  

 Kay Kawachika,  

 James Yoshiyama,  

 Beverly Dodo,  

 Sandy Matsuura,  

 Gloria Kobayashi and 
her grandson, Mikael,  

 Ruth Niino-DuPonte,  

 Barbara Iwami,  

 Anna & Biff Kennedy,  

 Norberta Guillen,  

 Joanne Lindeberg, 
and  

 Connie Yoshiyama  

walked in the hot, hu-
mid weather, but we 
all did  well.  No 
awards or certificates 
were passed out this 
year, although Biff re-
ceived one of the lucky 
number prizes!    We 
thank our members 
and friends who sup-
ported our walkers 
with their generous 
gifts to the Alzheimer’s 
Association to carry 
out its work on the Big 
Island.  

Reminder, due to the 
Christmas activities, 
the MiniMart will not 
open on Sunday, De-
cember 23rd.   The 
MiniMart will open 
again on Sunday, Janu-
ary 27th. 

A Special Request from 
Our Deacons 

May we ask for assistance for donations of 
finger foods for the fellowship following the 
Christmas Eve Service on December 24th?  

The service begins at 7 p.m. and you may 
drop off your delectable items in the Building 
of Faith kitchen prior to the evening service. 

Thank you for your kind generosity. 

Lenten Devotional Project 

Years ago, church members contributed memories and reflections for seasonal 
devotionals. We would like to produce a new one for Lent of 2019. We will 
need writers, and a small group to assist as editorial assistants or even to in-
terview members who have a story to share but would prefer not to write it. 
Please call or write Pastor Eric if you would like to participate. Mahalo!  
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The lights of the holidays 
can be festive for some, 
and hard to take for oth-
ers. Grief and sorrow do 
not take a break for the 
season, and Christmas 
memories may deepen a 
sense of loss. Church of 
the Holy Apostles will 
observe a “Blue Christ-
mas” service at 7:00 pm 

Holy Apostles Holding Blue Christmas Service Dec. 21 

on Friday, December 
21, to acknowledge the 
stresses of the holi-
days and give people 
space to find their 
comfort and their heal-
ing. It will have an in-
terfaith flavor, thanks 
to the participation of 
Interfaith Communi-
ties in Action minis-

ters. If you need some 
space for tears in this 
season, this should be 
a space for you. 

Holy Apostles Church 
is located at 1407 
Kapiolani Street. 

Everyone is invited. 

Farewell with Aloha: Thank You, Rachel Edwards 

With sad-
ness and 
affection, 
we note 
that De-
cember 
16th will 

be Choir Director Rachel 
Edwards’ last Sunday at 
Church of the Holy Cross. 

She will leave Hawai’i 
for Masters studies at 
the Longy School of 
Music in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, in the 
new year.  

Rachel has led our 
choir since 2016, 
bringing out their best 

voices and blessing us 
with her own consid-
erable talents. We offer 
her our best wishes 
and our prayers, and 
may the breath of the 
Spirit always fill her 
soul with song. 

A Prayer to Seek His Wisdom During the Holidays 

Many of us have a sense 
of urgency about many 
things during the holiday 
season: work, being on 
time to every activity, 
completing our daily to-
do lists. But do we have 
that same sense of ur-
gency about our Savior? 

We can’t survive with-
out God or His wis-
dom. If you are in need 
of Jesus’ guidance dur-
ing the holidays, pray 
this prayer: 

Dear Lord, may we be 
like the Wise Men who 
were guided to You by a 

star. Give us the wis-
dom to seek You, light 
to guide us to You, 
courage to search until 
we find You and gener-
osity to lay our gifts be-
fore You, our King and 
our God forever and  
ever. Amen. 
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03 Marshall, Katy 

04 Kawazoe, Janine 

07 Yamada, Martha 

07 Yamaki, Eli 

08 Suzuki, Jill 

13 Fujimoto, Alice 

13 Fukuda, Sachie 

17 Hayashi, Saeko 

18 Yokoyama, Jay 

21 Tadaki, Lynn 

25 Takemoto, Setsuko 

D e c e m b e r  
03 Kanahele, Ann 

06 DuPonte, Kyle 

08 Chen, Bill 

08 Nakayama Kyle 

09 Hayashi, Takeru 

19 Chu, Newton 

20 Inouye, Grayson 

22 Koizumi, Michi 

22 Kawasaki, Kevin 

27 Suzuki, Wayne 

28 Mukai, Theodora 

30 Iwami, Barbara 

30 Inouye, Vernon 

J a n u a r y  

DECEMBER 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Moira Tanaka,  

Ruth Niino-DuPonte,  

Newton & Roberta Chu 

Sunday, December 9 
Lay Reader 

Jayson Rekis 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Beverly Dodo 

Sunday, December 16 
Lay Reader 

Roberta Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Jean Kita 

Sunday, December 23 
Lay Reader 

Woody Kita 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Cindy Debus 

Sunday, December 30 
Lay Reader 

Gloria Kobayashi 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  

service by December 14, 2018. 

 

 
Shop at KTA Super Stores between November 
28th and December 25th  to earn points in their 
Holiday Save-A-Tape Promotion. Please consider 
donating your tapes to our Senior Ministry pro-
gram by giving them to Moira Tanaka or Eileen 
Shiraishi; you may also drop them off at the 
church office.  
                     Your help is greatly appreciated. 



 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

The Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays, 3:00 pm, Building of Faith.  

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays, 7:00 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qi Gong: Fridays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 12 pm 

in the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 2 pm in Sanctuary.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building of Faith Meeting 

Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


