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Uniting in Thanks
Community Thanksgiving Celebration
November 20, 2018

The annual Community
Thanksgiving Celebration will be held on
Tuesday, November 20
at the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day
Saints, 1373 Kilauea
Avenue. The theme of
this year’s program,
which starts at 7:00 PM,
is “Uniting in Thanks.” It
will feature an evening of
music from many faith
traditions, including our
own chancel choir, Nā
Leo Ni`o Lani.
The celebration is sponsored by Interfaith Communities in Action
(ICIA), of which Church
of the Holy Cross is a
founding member. ICIA is
a consortium of faith
communities in East Ha-

waii, working together
to respond to issues
affecting our neighbors. It has taken a
leading role in seeking
to address family
homelessness and
joined with other
churches, groups, and
agencies to assist
those displaced by the
recent eruption in
Puna.
As in past years, donations of nonperishable foods for
the Hawaii Food Basket are welcomed.
There will also be a
calabash for donations
to support the feeding
programs at the Hale
Iki and Sacred Heart
tiny shelter sites for
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lava evacuees.
Come celebrate the
spirit of Thanksgiving
with an evening of inspirational music and
the opportunity to
help our East Hawaii
neighbors!

Another Call to Cook and Feed
Hope Services has asked
us to cook and deliver
dinners to the Sacred
Heart Village in Pahoa
on Thursdays, beginning
November 8. These are
the kupuna who have no
stove and very limited
refrigerator space. Once
again, we are looking for
food preparers and
delivery and serving
people.

We have been asked to
prepare 19 dinners,
including three vegetarian options. Already in the Building
of Faith storeroom are
pork and beans, spaghetti and lasagna
noodles and cans of
tuna. We are looking
for volunteers who can
come up with recipes
and helpers to create

the meals. Times
would be 1 pm to 3 pm
to prepare and 4:30 to
7:30 to deliver. Please
call the office at 9351283 or Gloria Kobayashi at 959-4060 to
offer your help. There
are eight Thursdays
we are feeding
throughout November
and December.
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The Pastor’s Corner
Rev. Eric S. Anderson
We can do it. We’ve done
it. We can do it again.
In October, we put our
shoulders to the wheel
together, and we produced and delivered
meals to the tiny house
villages for Puna lava
evacuees: the families at
Hale Iki, and the kupuna
at Sacred Heart. It took a
lot of us, and it took a lot
of effort, and it took a lot
of heart. We did it.
HOPE Services, which
manages both sites, has
made some changes
since September. The
parents at Hale Iki value
their family time, and
they have access to more
cooking facilities, so they
now prepare their own
meals. Other local congregations are still stocking their pantries to help
out. At Sacred Heart,
meal delivery continues,
and we will begin serving
suppers each Thursday
evening down there this
week (November 8th).
Unlike five days in a row,
we think we can keep
this up for a while.
I am so proud to be pastor of Church of the Holy
Cross. We stepped up and
we stretched ourselves to
make this happen in Sep-

tember. We continue to
serve now with confidence. We can do it.
We’ve done it. We can
do it again.
I also want to share a
quick story: when we
served last month, I
brought my guitar and
ukulele down to the Sacred Heart village one
night and, after dinner,
we sat around played –
me, Bob and Sue Smith,
and the residents. What
a treat that was. Their
smiles and voices filled
my heart.
So I made sure to grab
one of the driver/
delivery spots for tomorrow. I’m bringing
my guitar and ukulele
again. We’ll eat and
laugh and sing. On Friday, here at Church of
the Holy Cross, I’ll have
my guitar and ukulele
out again for the Community Sing at 6 pm.
And we can laugh and
sing then, too.
We can fill our hearts.
We can do it. We’ve
done it. We can do it
again.
With aloha,
Pastor Eric

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:


Deep questions



Surprising wisdom



Unforgettable stories



Seeds of thought



Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study:
Genesis
Sundays 8:30 a.m.
J’s Cafe

Follow the Lectionary
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in
The Pastor’s Study:

November 11
Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17
Psalm 127
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38-44

November 18
1 Samuel 1:4-20
1 Samuel 2:1-10
Hebrews 10:11-14,
(15-18), 19-25
Mark 13:1-8

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter:
@esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/
holycrosshilo
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All Saints Honored in Worship and Fellowship
The sanctuary glowed
with a long line of candles
as Church of the Holy
Cross members and
friends remembered deceased loved ones during
the annual All Saints Sunday worship service on
October 28. Chair of the
Board of Deacons Eric
Tanouye read the names
of sixteen people who
have passed away since
the previous year’s observance, and Anita
Mathews sounded the
bell as friends or family
members kindled a light.
Worshipers, including

members of the Congregational Christian
Church of American
Samoa, then lit additional candles in
memory of others who
have gone to God in
previous years, giving
thanks for those lives
and treasuring those
memories.

dren, and the buzz of
laughter and conversation rose as the platters were filled and
emptied. Hui Okinawa
Taiko stepped up to
the drums at noon and
drove their complex
and exciting rhythms
into the very heart and
soul.

Following the service,
everyone followed the
beguiling scents of the
pot-luck lunch to the
Building of Faith. They
got to see the pumpkins decorated by the
Sunday School chil-

Thanks to all who
made the day possible,
particularly everyone
who helped in the
kitchen, set up the tables and chairs, and
assisted with clean-up.
It was a soul-filling
day.

Interfaith Service Honors those Slain at
Tree of Life Synagogue
Church of the Holy Cross
hosted a special memorial
service on October 30,
honoring the lives of
those killed during worship at the Tree of Life
Synagogue in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, the previous Saturday. Organized
by Interfaith Communities in Action (ICIA), the
service included the Jewish memorial prayer
called the Mourner’s Kaddish, heart-wringing music, and candles lit for
each victim – plus one for

love and hope.
Rabbi Rachel Short of
the Ahava ‘Aina congregation could not attend
(she was in labor with a
baby girl), but sent her
wisdom via Ahava ‘Aina
member Russell Ruderman, expressing both
the shock and horror of
the violence and the
commitment to work
together to end antiSemitism and other
forms of oppression
and violence. ICIA President the Rev. Catherine

Ishida spoke powerfully of the need for unity
in hope and inclusive
community, as did the
Rev. Satoshi Tomioka
of the Puna Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple in his
closing message. Harpist Cymber Quinn and
flautists Carole and
Tom Geballe captured
the mood beautifully
with haunting melodies. Sue Smith’s imagery echoed the glow
flickering from the
candles held throughout the sanctuary.
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Board of Trustees Happenings
At our November 4th
Board meeting we discussed the upcoming
Service Day on November 17. We invite all to
join us in sprucing up the
campus before the holiday season starts. Please

plan on joining us for
both Service Day and
later on December 1st
for the Hanging of the
Greens. Next year we
will schedule Service
Days quarterly instead
of bimonthly.

We completed review
of our personnel and
building policies for
acceptance by the
Council and inclusion
in the Church Handbook.

Announcing the Lenten Devotional Project
Some years ago, church
members contributed
memories and reflections for seasonal devotionals. We would like to
produce a new one for

Lent of 2019. We will
need writers, and a
small group to assist
as editorial assistants
or even to interview
members who have a

story to share but
would prefer not to
write it. Please call or
write Pastor Eric if you
would like to participate. Mahalo!

Greetings from Pastor Tom Olcott from Italy. Pastor Tom sent his greetings
while on tour in Italy (Pisa, Luca, Florence and San Gimignano) in October.
The painter/artist in Pastor Tom, hopefully, got to see “Master Artists” works
in this historic country. He did get to enjoy the food (gelato, pastries and
pizza)!
Shop at KTA Super Stores between October 31st and November 21st to earn points in their Holiday Save-A-Tape
Promotion. Please consider donating your tapes to our Senior Ministry program by giving them to Moira Tanaka or
Eileen Shiraishi; you may also drop them off at the church
office.
Your help is greatly appreciated.
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NOVEMBER
VOLUNTEERS
USHERS

Happy
Birthday
Blessings
November

December

05

Yamauchi, Darlene

03

Marshall, Katy

09

Kimura, Tricia

04

Kawazoe, Janine

16

Nakayama, Robin

07

Yamada, Martha

19

Kamimura, Hatsue

07

Yamaki, Eli

20

Kobayashi, Raymond

08

Suzuki, Jill

20

Ota, Laura

13

Fujimoto, Alice

24

Gota, Margaret

13

Fukuda, Sachie

24

Inouye, Gordon

17

Hayashi, Saeko

29

Tanouye, Jean

18

Yokoyama, Jay

30

Ushijima, Kendal

21

Tadaki, Lynn

25

Takemoto, Setsuko

Senior Ministry News
Senior Ministry gathering is scheduled for Thursday, November 15th from 10 a.m. to 12 noon in
the Building of Faith.
Join us for lunch and help arrange flowers and fill
boxes with goodies for our 13 shut-ins.
We will also require assistance in delivering these
items and a turkey lunch in some instances.
Sign up on the Senior Ministry sheet on the bulletin board or call the church office at 935-1283 if
you're able to attend or help.

Anne Sadayasu, Eric
Tanouye, Kay Kawachika,
Stefan & Jennifer Tanouye

Sunday, November 11
Lay Reader
Carol Morioka
Chapel Decoration
Jean Tanouye, Stefan
Tanouye, Kelly Santo &
families

Sunday, November 18
Lay Reader
Bob Smith
Chapel Decoration
Karl Kawahara &
Moira Tanka

Sunday, November 25
Lay Reader
Reilly Narruhn
Chapel Decoration
Connie Yoshiyama

Sunday, December 2
Lay Reader
Mary Ann Katayama
Chapel Decoration
Ruth Ohata &
Sachie Ohata

The Messenger
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal
service by November 16, 2018.

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
The Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith.
Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays, 3:00 pm, Building of Faith.
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays, 7:00 pm, Building of Faith.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Qi Gong: Fridays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith.

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm
Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Other Congregations Worshiping Here
The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 12 pm
in the Building of Faith Meeting Room.
Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,
Meeting Room
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 2 pm in Sanctuary.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building of Faith Meeting
Room.

