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Upcomi ng  Da t e s  

07 World Communion 
Sunday 

07 Neighbors In Need 
Dedication 

21 General Membership 
Meeting 

Oc t ob e r  

Boa rd  Mee t i n g s  

07  Trustees Meeting 

14 Council Meeting 

Tiny Shelters Feeding Project  

A Special Message From Your Moderator  

and Board of Stewardship & Mission 

By the time you read 
this, our members and 
friends will be midway in 
preparing, delivering, 
and serving 50 hot meals 
from Monday, October 1 
to Friday, October 5 to 
both the new Hale Iki 
Shelter in Hawaiian  
Paradise Park and the 
Sacred Heart tiny shelter 
in Pahoa.  This feeding 
project also involved 
providing breakfast and 
lunch items for the Hale 
Iki residents. 

We owe a huge thank 
you to Kyle Wada, the 
new general manager of 
Cafe  100, who volun-
teered to prepare three 
of the five dinners and 
shared their expertise in 
ordering food.  Kay  
Kawachika and Sachie 

Fukuda headed the 
crew who prepared 
the other two dinners. 
Thanks also to Kayleen 
Yuda and the ladies of 
the Community of 
Christ Church who 
made dessert for two 
days.  And a great big 
mahalo to the thirty or 
more other volunteers 
who baked, prepared 
food, drove to Puna, 
and served dinners. 

We had very little  
notice to carry out this 
project.  Hope Ser-
vices, which is now in 
charge of these tiny 
shelters, will again be 
contacting us to help 
feed these kupuna and 
families who have 
been displaced by the 
recent lava flow.  We 

asked them to give us 
one day, not one week, 
and I think we can do 
it. 

Mahalo from your  
Moderator and the 

Board of Stewardship & 
Mission 

Interfaith Communities in Action members toured the  
Sacred Heart village in late June 2018 
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“Hope has two lovely 
daughters, Anger and 
Courage. Anger at the 
way things are, and Cour-
age to see that they need 
not remain as they 
are.” (Attributed to Saint 
Augustine of Hippo) 

To be honest, I struggle 
with all three of these – 
Hope, Anger, and Cour-
age. I practice, and prac-
tice, and practice my 
faith, and maybe some-
day I’ll “get it right.” I 
watch my anger like a 
hawk, because like a 
hawk it can fly away, and 
it’s got a wicked beak 
and nasty talons.  

As for courage, well… I’ll 
just say I have a talent for 
avoidance. 

Jokes aside, though, I 
know enough to know 
that hope (and faith, and 
love) have to be prac-
ticed. They’re not feelings 
to be experienced for a 
moment or two, but ac-
tions to be cultivated. I 
tend to cultivate hope 
with beauty: the deep 
reds of dawn, the flutters 
of bird wings, the ele-
gance of dance. Other 
ways include prayer and 
the Bible, experiences of 
community, exercise and 
accomplishment, family 

and affection. 

Anger, too, needs to be 
practiced. Some may 
need to practice its re-
straint; others need to 
practice its expression. 
Anger is a good servant, 
but a bad master: it 
feeds energy and com-
mitment into the work 
of reforming the world. 
Unconstrained, it tears 
down all around it and 
leaves little to build up-
on. 

Courage, too, needs to 
be practiced. Courage is 
not the absence of fear; 
courage is when we take 
action despite our fear. 
Directionless courage 
accomplishes little. 
Courage exercised to-
ward a purpose, howev-
er: it reshapes the 
world. 

With anger and courage 
we have the ability to 
help our hopes take 
shape and form. We can 
make a difference. 

Things need not remain 
as they are. 

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Bible Study:  

Genesis 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

October 7 

Job 1:1, 2:1-10 

Psalm 26 

Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 

Mark 10:2-16 

October 14 

Job 23:1-9, 16-17 

Psalm 22:1-15 

Hebrews 4:12-16 

Mark 10:17-31 
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If scripture commands, 
“love your neighbor as 
you love yourself,” then 
who is my neighbor? 

The Neighbors in Need  
offering, which we will 
receive on October 7th, is 
the UCC’s annual offering 
to support ministries of 
justice and compassion 
throughout the United 
States, including the 
Council for American In-
dian Ministries (CAIM), 
justice and advocacy  
efforts, and direct service 
projects funded by the 
UCC’s Justice and Witness 
Ministries. 

People in churches 
across the country are 
always coming up with 
ideas about how to 
make our world a bet-
ter and just place. It 
might be a need for 
shelter for the home-
less, a food program 
for the hungry, child 
care for single parents. 
Money is needed to 
make these programs 
come alive. Neighbors 
in Need gives grants 
each year as seed mon-
ey for just such minis-
tries conceived of in 
local churches. 

Giving generously to 
Neighbors in Need  
assures that seed mon-
ey is available for 
churches undertaking 
community ministries 
and ensures that when 
you have your project 
planned, there will be 
funds to help you get 
started.  

Help make a just world 
for all possible. Thank 
you for your generous 
support. 

 
Board of Stewardship 

and Mission 

We will light candles in 
memory of those we 
have lost over the years 

during worship on 
Sunday, October 28, 
reading the names of 
those who have died in 
the last year. If you 
have a loved one you 
would like remem-
bered, please call the 
church office at  
935-1283 with their 
name. 

 

We will enjoy a pot-
luck lunch after wor-
ship. 

Announcing the Lenten Devotional Project 

Some years ago, church 
members contributed 
memories and reflec-
tions for seasonal devo-
tionals. We would like to 
produce a new one for 

Lent of 2019. We will 
need writers, and a 
small group to assist 
as editorial assistants 
or even to interview 
members who have a 

story to share but 
would prefer not to 
write it. Please call or 
write Pastor Eric if you 
would like to partici-
pate. Mahalo! 

All Saints to be Remembered  
on Homecoming Sunday, October 28 
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Then the LORD God said, 
"It is not good for the 
earthling to be alone; I 
will make a partner for 
them." So out of the 
ground the LORD God 
formed every animal of 
the field and every bird 
of the air, and brought 
them to earthling to see 
what name the earth-
ling would give." - Gene-
sis 2:18-19 

 
The Hebrew 
word adam (ha'adam) 
is not a gendered name. 
Adam means "human" 
or more precisely, 
"earthling." 
 
After making one earth-
ling, God realizes that 
although they have a 
stress-free life in a trop-
ical paradise with plen-
ty to eat, they are alone. 
For the first time God 
looks at creation and 
says, "That's not good." 
 
God's solution was like 
an episode of The Bach-
elor/ette. God creates 

animals and birds, pa-
rading the multitude of 
furry and feathery hope-
fuls before the earthling 
to see who would get 
the final rose (seriously, 
read it for yourself). All 
the animals were great 
listeners, but not much 
for conversation, and 
none was found to be a 
suitable partner. 
 
God's second attempt 
was to perform gender 
assignment surgery 
(yes, Genesis really says 
that too) by splitting the 
nongendered earthling 
into two gendered be-
ings: Ish and Ishah. 
When Ish wakes up 
from the operation he 
looks at Ishah and says, 
"You are bone of my 
bone and flesh of my 
flesh." It's a poetic way 
of saying, "By seeing you, 
I see myself."  
 
That's how we know we 
are in Eden: when we 
see ourselves in the oth-
er and the other in our-

selves and divine pres-
ence in all creation, 
when the barrier be-
tween self and other 
dissolves. Similarly, Je-
sus said, "On that day 
you will know that God 
is in me and you are in 
me and I am in 
you" (John 14:20). 
 
That's true community. 
And that's what it's all 
about. 
 
Prayer 
Holy One, may "that 
day" be now. May I look 
at all people today and 
see You and myself.  
 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Matt Laney 
is the Senior 
Pastor of 
Virginia 
Highland 

Church UCC in Atlanta, 
GA and the author of 
Pride Wars, a fantasy 
series published by 
Houghton Mifflin Har-
court for Young Read-
ers.  

The First Gender Assignment Surgery 

—Matthew Laney  
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03 Osterwalder, Christine 

06 Hayashi, Wataru 

07 Niino-Duponte, Ruth 

08 Petrus, Burden 

09 Sakumoto, Mark 

10 Chen, Christopher 

11 Okuda, Erin 

12 Enomoto, Michiko 

12 Nakamoto, Jordan 

12 Tanouye, Eric 

14 Kita-Seckman, Jennifer 

17 Ushijima, Andi 

21 Nakamura, Chiyoko 

21 Tanaka, Moira 

22 Albano, Theone 

25 Mortemore, Avis 

26 Miyashiro, Kimiyo 

26 Uchima, Lester 

29 Tanouye, Mark 

O c t o b e r   
05 Yamauchi, Darlene 

09 Kimura, Tricia 

16 Nakayama, Robin 

19 Kamimura, Hatsue 

20 Kobayashi, Raymond 

20 Ota, Laura 

24 Gota, Margaret 

24 Inouye, Gordon 

29 Tanouye, Jean 

30 Ushijima, Kendal 

N o v e m b e r  

OCTOBER 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Ben & Reiko Masutomi, Sets 

Takemoto & Tammy Nagami 

Sunday, October 7 
Lay Reader 

Millie Daikawa 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Bob & Sue Smith 

Sunday, October 14 
Lay Reader 

Barbara Iwami 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Amy Shiroma  

& Clarice Suzuki 

Sunday, October 21 
Lay Reader 

Faith Narruhn 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Sakumoto 

Sunday, October 28 
Lay Reader 

Stuart Mori 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Miyake 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit it, please 

send it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  
service by October 12, 2018. 



 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays, 3:00 pm, Building of Faith.  

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays, 7:00 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qi Gong: Fridays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 12 pm 

in the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 2 pm in Sanctuary.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building of Faith Meeting 

Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


