CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS

The Messenger
September 19, 2018

WANTED:
A Few (or More) Good People!
Much of the ongoing
work of our church is
done by our various
boards, and this is the
time of year when the
boards and church leadership seek willing hearts
and souls to be part of
that work in the year
ahead. Some current
board members will be
stepping down after their
time of faithful service,
creating opportunities
for others to bring their
energy, ideas, skills, and
abilities. Here is a brief
description of two of the
boards and their activities; you are invited to
consider whether there
might be a place for your
particular talents.
1. The Board of Stewardship and Missions schedules and promotes special offerings such as One
Great Hour of Sharing,
Bread For the World,
Strengthen the Church,
Neighbors in Need, the
Christmas Fund, as well
as additional offerings in
response to disasters
such as the Japan earthquake and the recent
eruption in Puna. It coordinates the church’s participation in the Peanut
Butter Ministry and community events such as
the Alzheimers Walk.
Funds received from the

monthly J’s Mini-Mart
are available to support
mission projects and benevolence needs not
covered by the annual
budget. The board uses
the weekly Mission Moments to provide information on missions, special concerns, activities
within the UCC, etc. The
board has also been
tasked with spearheading the church’s participation in Family Promise and, more recently,
the Hale Iki project.
2. The Board of Deacons,
under the church’s bylaws, “assist and support the Minister in the
spiritual affairs of the
church and shall be responsible for the worship and spiritual life of
the church,” among other responsibilities. In
practical terms, you see
the work of the Deacons
every Sunday. The Deacons recruit the ushers
who greet you and provide you with a bulletin,
and who light and extinguish the candles on the
altar. They ensure that
flowers are provided on
the altar. They plan for
and change out the banners that hang along the
side aisles, and the covers for the pulpit, altar,
and communion table.

September
Upcoming Dates
22

Service Day

23

J’s Mini Mart

27

Sr. Ministry

29

IYAA Car Wash

29

Alzheimer’s Walk

September
Board Meetings
30 Stewardship and
Missions Meeting

They have charge of
the church’s music
program. On Communion Sundays, they prepare the bread and
juice, recruit servers,
and set up the communion table. For special guests, they provide the lei greeting
and/or other gifts of
appreciation. When
the pastor is away,
they provide for a supply pastor.
The Deacons also coordinate the schedule for
refreshments. They are
involved in planning
for special services,
such as funerals, and
special occasions during regular services,
such as baptisms and
acceptance/welcoming
of new members. They
continued on page 3
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The Pastor’s Corner
Rev. Eric S. Anderson
The late British writer
Terry Pratchett defined
sin as “treating people
like things.” That’s not a
bad way to think about it,
if you ask me. A thing can
be used as a means to an
end. It has no feelings, no
will, no way to assert the
desires it doesn’t have.
When we treat people
like things, they become
means to our ends. We
disregard their sufferings
to prevent our own, or
worse, we disregard their
sufferings so that we
might gain something by
them. When we treat
people like things we pay
less than a living wage, or
we imprison children, or
we embark on wars of
conquest.
Oh, if we only treated
people like people.
In the twenty-first century, however, treating people like people will not
suffice. Our power has
grown too great, and we
now influence the world
around us without realizing it. We cannot afford
that ignorance any longer, and we cannot afford
the denial.
Because we’ve treated
things like things, king
tides create “bridges to

nowhere” in Lili’uokalani Gardens. Because
we’ve treated things like
things, tropical storms
have grown stronger
and more numerous in
the Atlantic and the Pacific. Because we’ve
treated things like
things, the ten warmest
years on record have all
occurred since 1997 –
and all the remaining
nine have been in the
last ten years.
Oh, if we only treated
people like people. And
oh, if we only treated
things like people, too.

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:


Deep questions



Surprising wisdom



Unforgettable stories



Seeds of thought



Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study:
Genesis
Sundays 8:30 a.m.
J’s Cafe

As we conclude this
year’s Season of Creation on Sunday the 23rd,
I remember that in Genesis 2, God placed human beings in the garden of Eden to tend it, to
care for it, to enhance
its life.

Follow the Lectionary
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in

Oh, if we only treated
people like people. Oh, if
we only treated things
like people, too.

Isaiah 65:17-25
Psalm 48:1-11
Romans 8:28-39
Mark 16:14-18

Then, perhaps, we
might begin to understand what God meant
for us in Eden.
With aloha,
Pastor Eric

The Pastor’s Study:

September 23

September 30
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10,
9:20-22
Psalm 124
James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter:
@esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/
holycrosshilo
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If scripture commands,
“love your neighbor as
you love yourself,” then
who is my neighbor?
The Neighbors in Need
offering, which we will
receive on October 7th, is
the UCCC’s annual offering to support ministries
of justice and compassion
throughout the United
States, including the
Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM),
justice and advocacy
efforts, and direct service
projects funded by the
UCC’s Justice and Witness
Ministries.

People in churches
across the country are
always coming up with
ideas about how to
make our world a better and just place. It
might be a need for
shelter for the homeless, a food program
for the hungry, child
care for single parents.
Money is needed to
make these programs
come alive. Neighbors
in Need gives grants
each year as seed money for just such ministries conceived of in
local churches.

Giving generously to
Neighbors in Need
assures that seed money is available for
churches undertaking
community ministries
and ensures that when
you have your project
planned, there will be
funds to help you get
started. Help make a
just world for all possible. Thank you for
your generous support.
Board of Stewardship
and Mission

Sr. Ministry News
A gathering for the Sr.
Ministry is scheduled for
Thursday, September 27,
2018 from 10 a.m. to 12
noon in the Building of
Faith. Rev. Rae Lelili`o of

the Congregational
Christian Church of
American Samoa will
be the guest speaker.
Christianity in Samoa
will be the topic of the
presentation and in-

formation about the
history and special
worship days and music will be covered.
Lunch is free so please
join the group.

WANTED:
A Few (or More) Good People!
Continued from page 1

are responsible for
maintaining a roll of the
church’s membership
and periodically updating and distributing the
church directory. This is
a small part of what the
Deacons do for the

church, but it’s a big
part of what we
experience!
Both of these boards
are seeking new members for next year. If
you think you might

like to be a part of
their activities, or
would just like more
information, talk to
Bob Smith or any current board member.
We’d love to have you!
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A Message from Your Church Council
Your Church Council
approved the 2019
Budget at its regular
meeting on Sunday,
September 9. The
budget will be mailed
to members during the
week of September 24.
A general membership
meeting to accept the
budget will be held on
October 21.

The Board of Christian
Education and Deacons will report on
their budget portions
on October 7. The
Board of Trustees and
Board of Stewardship
and Mission will present their report on
October 14.
The Budget Commit-

tee, chaired by Eric
Tanouye, also includes
Carolyn Lum Bellem,
Jennifer Tanouye, Sue
Smith, Bob Smith,
Anne Sadayasu, Joyce
Nakamoto, Gail Wung,
Moira Tanaka, Roberta
Chu, Woody Kita, Gloria Kobayashi, Peter
Tadaki and Pastor Eric
Anderson.

The Tiny Shelter Meals Project
Church of the Holy
Cross has been asked to
serve meals at the two
tiny shelter projects,
one at the Sacred
Hearts church in Pahoa,
and the other at the
new Hale Iki project in
Hawaiian Paradise
Park. We have been assigned the week of October 1 through 5, Monday through Friday.
There are 20 units in
Pahoa and 10 units at
Hale Iki. We have been
asked to prepare 50 hot
meals for dinner. We
will stock a refrigerator
and pantry for breakfast and lunch. We
need volunteers to
shop for groceries, cook
the dinner meal, and to

transport and serve
the dinner at 6:00 p.m.
for one week.

3) drive to and from
HPP and Pahoa; and
4) serve at 6 pm.

We are partnering
with our Samoan congregation and Hilo
Coast UCC to do this
project. A lot of the
details still have to be
worked out. We will
be working with Joycelyn Cabal, volunteer
coordinator for Hope
Services, to plan and
prepare for these services.

We are also looking for
ideas on menu and
recipes, as we want to
include vegetarian
options. We have been
contacted because of
our commitment as a
Family Promise
Church. Pastor Eric
and Gloria Kobayashi
will coordinate efforts,
but you may call the
church office with your
name and number.
This is an excellent opportunity for you to
reach out to your
friends and neighbors
to help. We can do this
if we work together!

We have the funds. We
really need your manpower. Will you please
sign up to:
1) shop for groceries;
2) prepare dinner;

September 2018

September 28, 2018
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SEPTEMBER
VOLUNTEERS
USHERS

Ming Peng, Nalyn Ang,
Moira Tanaka, Doreen Lucas
& Jean Tanouye

September

October

01

Masutomi, Reiko

03

Osterwalder, Christine

03

Tanita, Miyoko

06

Hayashi, Wataru

05

Tadaki, Gary

07

Niino-Duponte, Ruth

08

Johnson, Jr. Rhonda E

08

Petrus, Burden

09

Mishina, Faith

09

Sakumoto, Mark

12

Yoshiyama, James

10

Chen, Christopher

12

Debus, Cynthia

11

Okuda, Erin

13

Katayama, Mary Ann

12

Enomoto, Michiko

14

Okabe, Jolie

12

Nakamoto, Jordan

18

Kusinski, Joy

12

Tanouye, Eric

19

Chin, John

14

Kita-Seckman, Jennifer

21

Kondo, Jennie

17

Ushijima, Andi

21

Matsui, Dorothy

21

Nakamura, Chiyoko

21

Tanouye, Lolita

21

Tanaka, Moira

22

Mathews, Travis

22

Albano, Theone

24

Nakamura, Greg

25

Mortemore, Avis

25

Torigoe, Margaret

26

Miyashiro, Kimiyo

28

Okada, Irene

26

Uchima, Lester

29

Masutomi, Benjamin

29

Tanouye, Mark

29

Lum, Christa

30

Miyake, Shirley

Sunday, September 23
Lay Reader
Bob Smith
Chapel Decoration
Lillian Tanouye, Eric
Tanouye, Kyle Nakayama
families

Sunday, September 30
Lay Reader
Anne Sadayasu
Chapel Decoration
Laura Ota

Sunday, October 7
Lay Reader
Millie Daikawa
Chapel Decoration
Bob & Sue Smith

Sunday, October 14
Lay Reader
Barbara Iwami
Chapel Decoration
Amy Shiroma
& Clarice Suzuki

The Messenger
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit it, please
send it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal
service by September 28, 2018.

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith.
Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays, 3:00 pm, Building of Faith.
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays, 7:00 pm, Building of Faith.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Qi Gong: Fridays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith.

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm
Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Other Congregations Worshiping Here
The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 12 pm
in the Building of Faith Meeting Room.
Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,
Meeting Room
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 2 pm in Sanctuary.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building of Faith Meeting
Room.

