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14 Caregivers Support 
Group 
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B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  

7 Board of Christian  

Education 

12 Council Meeting 

196th ‘Aha Pae’aina  
Votes Plan for the Future 

by Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

Delegates to the 196th 
‘Aha Pae’aina June 8-9 
overwhelmingly affirmed 
the Mission Statement, 
Vision Statement, and 
Strategic Initiatives rec-
ommended by the Strate-
gy Team, charting a 
course toward a future 
embodied in the Vision 
Statement: “We are one 
‘ohana: a unified, radiant, 
and transforming expres-
sion of the body of 
Christ.” 

After a year of prepara-
tion, public comment, 
feedback, revision, and 
reworking, the plan in-
cluded input from over 
five hundred people 
around the Hawaiian Is-
lands. “Our inclusiveness 
gave us hope and confi-
dence that the many voic-
es reflected the Confer-
ence,” said Council Chair 
the Rev. Iese Tu’uau, a 
member of the team. “We 
have heard a great hun-
ger, particularly from our 
young people, that 
church should feel like 
family.” 

The delegates spent a 
great deal of time with 
the plan. Team members 
reviewed each of the sev-
en initiatives — Training 
and Spiritual Formation, 
Mission-based Financial 
Stewardship, an Expan-
sive Concept of Church, 

Valuing the Gifts and 
Wisdom of the Next 
Generation, Speaking as 
Prophets in our Time, 
Living Aloha, and Creat-
ing Organization Sup-
port for the Vision. They 
joined in Lectio Divina 
study around the Vision, 
and in smaller group Bi-
ble study around the ini-
tiatives.  

The longest presenta-
tion focused on the 
piece that required the 
most work in the Team: 
the Mission Statement. 
It went through revision 
after revision, until it 
reached the words 
adopted by the Confer-
ence: “Sent forth by the 
Spirit, we walk humbly 
in Christ’s footsteps pur-
suing peace, justice and 
the renewal of Creation.” 

Consultant Cynthia 
Scherr reminded dele-
gates that the plan is just 
a beginning. By the end 
of the ‘Aha, great sheets 
of newsprint bore the 
ideas and the names of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

people interested in the 
initiatives. The most 
important next step, 
she said, is “to show 
up.” 

Delegates also ap-
proved the 2019 budg-
et, aware that it had 
been prepared without 
reference to the Strate-
gic Plan, and that it 
would require revising 
to fulfill the initiative of 
     (continued on page 3)     

Cynthia Scherr, Consultant 

Rev. Gabrielle Chavez 
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I can’t remember tele-
phone numbers any 
more. 

I used to remember 
them. I’d reach for that 
heavy unit hard-wired to 
the wall, and I’d simply 
dial a number without 
reference to anything but 
my own memory. I still 
remember a few of them. 
I could dial the number 
of the home where I grew 
up right now, despite the 
fact that nobody in the 
family has answered that 
number for decades. 

Today, my telephone re-
members more than I do. 
In fact, it remembers my 
appointments, my com-
mitments, my shopping 
lists, amazing things I’ve 
seen, my wake-up time, 
and even my airplane 
tickets. It lets me mimic a 
terrific memory, because 
a quick glance tells me 
where I’m supposed to 
be, what I’m supposed to 
do, and sometimes even 
why I’m doing it.  

Frankly, it’s not much dif-
ferent from the way I 
used pocket-sized calen-
dars for years – I’ve never 
been good at carrying a 
calendar in my head. I am 
aware, however, that I 
have gratefully given up 

memorizing a host of 
other details. 

I still remember pre-
cious things, though: my 
daughter’s voice, speak-
ing and singing; my 
son’s graceful steps to 
accompany his grieving 
grandmother at his 
grandfather’s funeral; 
the scent of Easter lilies 
filling a church; the salt 
taste of sea spray upon 
my lips; the gentle 
warmth of morning sun 
upon my skin. 

I don’t know if the 
phone numbers I don’t 
trouble to remember 
leave room for these 
other memories. Per-
haps they do, perhaps 
they don’t. I am grateful, 
however, to recall these 
and countless more ex-
periences of human 
love, of natural wonder, 
and Divine grace. 

Someday, even if I don’t 
remember it all, I hope I 
still know to appreciate 
and give thanks for all 
this human love, natural 
wonder, and Divine 
grace. 

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Bible Study:  

Genesis 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

August 5 

2 Samuel 1:26-12:13a 

Psalm 51:1-12 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

John 6:35 

August 12 

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15,  

31-33 

Psalm 130 

Ephesians 4:25-5:2 

John 6:35, 41-51 
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196th ‘Aha Pae’aina  
continued from page 1 

“mission-based finan-
cial stewardship.” 

Fed in body by the hos-
pitality of Community 
Church of Honolulu, 
UCC Judd Street, and 
the Nu’uanu Congrega-

tional Church, and in 
spirit by worship, mu-
sic, and the sacrament   
of Holy Communion 
presided over by Inter-
im Conference Minis-
ter the Rev. Gabrielle 
Chavez, the delegates 

returned home to 
begin the work of mak-
ing the vision come to 
life: in the Hawai’i Con-
ference, in their home 
churches, and in their 
souls. 

Back to School 

A day that parents have 
been waiting for and 
kids dread: the first day 
of school!  Public 
schools open on August 
6th and students will 
get back into the rou-
tine of early bedtimes, 
school lunches, and 
homework.  Sunday 
School classes will re-
sume on August 12th 

after Pastor Eric's 
Time with Children in 
worship.  As we have 
done in the past, stu-
dents are encouraged 
to come and worship 
with their families on 
the first Sunday of the 
month, which will also 
allow them to partici-
pate in Communion.  
Sunday school classes 

will be held on all  
other Sundays.   

Your child will come 
home with a registra-
tion form.  Please fill 
out and return to the 
office or Sunday 
School teacher.  Here's 
looking forward to  
another exciting year! 

The Hawai’i Conference 

Thanks YOU 

The Hawai’i Conference 
has sent Church of the 
Holy Cross a warm let-
ter of gratitude for our 
$670 gift to the Hawai’i 
Disaster Relief Fund in 
May. “Through your 
generosity, we are able 
to provide assistance to 
Wai’oli Hui’ia Church 
on Kaua’i as they con-
tinue to assess the cost 
for cleanup and repairs 

to their historic build-
ing.” The Relief Fund 
will also be able to 
support recovery ef-
forts in Puna. 

Additionally, The Ha-
wai`i Conference also 
acknowledges our gen-
erous contribution of 
$1865 received from 
CHC for One Great 
Hour of Sharing.  

“For if the willingness is 
there, the gift is ac-
ceptable according to 
what one has, not ac-
cording to what one 
does not have.”  
--2 Corinthians 8:12 

https://dailyverses.net/2-corinthians/8/12
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Please plan to stay after 
worship service this 
Sunday to be part of our 
Annual Church Picnic 
from 11:30 am-1:30 pm.   
We are planning to serve 
hotdogs, chili and rice 
for a hundred people 
and will have watermel-
on, shaved ice, special 
music, games and Bingo.   
We have also invited our 

guest congregation 
churches to join in our 
celebration.  The Board 
of Trustees are in charge 
of the food, the Board of 
Christian Education will 
run the games and the 
Board of Deacons will 
take care of music.  

Thank you to members 
who have contributed 
generously to our Bingo 

prizes. 

The picnic follows the 
communion service, to 
be observed jointly 
with Revs. Ausage and 
Rae Lelili’o and the Sa-
moan congregation.   
Parents  can register 
their children for their 
classes and meet their 
teachers. 

August 5, 2018 after worship 

The Gathering Place 

August’s Schedule 

August will be another 
busy month for the 
Gathering Place.  We in-
vite you to join us when 
you are available.  Our 
newly replanted garden 
is growing well (we had 
homegrown eggplant 
Parmesan served at the 
Senior Ministry program 
on Thursday).  August 
schedule  is as follows: 

 8/6     Ukulele/
singing and sociali-
zation 

 8/13   Movie:   
“Amazing 
Grace”   (come see 
our new TV set) 

 8/20   Games, hand-
work, socialization 

 8/27   Coloring 
bookmarks for     

Bibles in the sanc-
tuary. (Reiko will 
bring her laminat-
ing machine so if 
you want to lami-
nate your SS card, 
bring it!) 

Come join in fellow-
ship with us - Mondays 
from 9-noon in the 
Building of Faith! 

 
 
Eric Anderson will perform in concert at Church of the Holy Cross 
on Saturday evening, August 25, at 7:00 pm, in a benefit for those 
affected by the eruption in Puna. He’ll bring guitar, ukulele, original 
melodies, and a healthy dose of, “You’ll all sing along, now!”  

Contributions will come from a free-will calabash offering.  

Puna Benefit Concert 
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01 Ikeda, Gavin 

01 Yoshiyama, Connie 

09 Taniguchi, Lisbeth 

10 Hoota, Shelby 

10 Nada, David 

18 Torigoe, Edgar 

19 Dodo, Beverly 

22 Smith, G. Bob 

27 Kurohara, Randall 

27 Shiraishi, Eileen 

27 Shiroma, Amy 

28 Sadayasu, Anne 

29 Okabe, Merle 

29 Watanabe, Herb 

A u g u s t  
01 Masutomi, Reiko 

03 Tanita, Miyoko 

05 Tadaki, Gary 

08 Johnson, Jr. Rhonda E 

09 Mishina, Faith 

12 Yoshiyama, James 

12 Debus, Cynthia 

13 Katayama, Mary Ann 

14 Okabe, Jolie 

18 Kusinski, Joy 

19 Chin, John 

21 Kondo, Jennie 

21 Matsui, Dorothy 

21 Tanouye, Lolita 

22 Mathews, Travis 

24 Nakamura, Greg 

25 Torigoe, Margaret 

28 Okada, Irene 

29 Masutomi, Benjamin 

29 Lum, Christa 

30 Miyake, Shirley 

S e p t e m b e r  

AUGUST 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Kay Kawachika,  

Jane Kawazoe, Newton Chu  

& Cindy Debus 
 

Sunday, August 5 
Lay Reader 

Newton Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Anne Sadayasu 

Sunday, August 12 
Lay Reader 

Stefan Tanouye 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Barbara Iwami, 

Dr. Bill & Nancy Chen 

 

Sunday, August 19 
Lay Reader 

Barbara Iwami 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Herbert Watanabe 

Sunday, August 26 
Lay Reader 

Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Carol Morioka 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit it, please 

send it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  
service by August 10, 2018. 



 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays, 3:00 p.m., Building of Faith.  

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays, 7:00 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 12 pm 

in the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 2 pm in Sanctuary.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building of Faith Meeting 

Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


