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J u l y  

U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

4 Independence Day 
CHC office closed 

21 Trustees Service Day 

22 J’s Mini Mart 

26 Sr. Ministry 

J u l y  

B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  

8 Council Meeting 

22 Deacons Meeting 

What do David, Abigail, 
and Jesus have in com-
mon?  They are all God's 
Heroes!  Students at the 
2018 Vacation Bible 
School learned about 
having Heart, Courage, 
and Wisdom, and that 
they are God's Heroes 
as well!  Sixteen keiki 
(including four friends 
from Hilo Methodist 
Church) were engaged 
in stories, song, science, 
and crafts the evenings 
of June 4th, 5th, and 
6th.  They also carried 
out a mission project 
and wrote notes of en-
couragement to those 
affected by the eruption 

while assembling treat 
bags and donating non-
perishables.   

Our VBS would not have 
been possible without 
our these Superheroes:   
 
Registration: Gail Wung 
 
Storytellers: Gloria Ko-
bayashi and Pastor Eric 
 
Science:  Amy Yamaki 
 
Crafts:  Joyce Nakamoto, 
 
and the Kitchen Krew: 
Woody Kita, Lyles Yoko-
yama, Barbara Iwami 
and Joyce Nakamoto. 
 
Thanks all for a job well 
done! 

God’s Superheroes 

Vacation Bible School 2018 

Hilo Methodist Church 
invites  Church of the 
Holy Cross to experi-
ence their 2018 
"Vacation Bible School" 
as they embark on a 
family-style outdoor 
“expedition-with-
contemplation.“ 

The activities include: 

 Friday evening, July 
13th, they will visit 

the Mauna Kea Visi-
tors' Center for a 
short nature hike, 
picnic and stargaz-
ing.  

 Saturday afternoon, 
July 14th will in-
clude paddling or 
other beach activi-
ties.  

 Sunday, July 15th, 
will enrich the 
church celebration.  

Please contact Katie 
Friday at (fridaykatie 
@gmail.com) to indi-
cate whether you 
would like to partici-
pate, assist, drive, 
teach paddling, etc. 

Sounds like a lot of 
fun! 

Vacation Bible School fun at 

Hilo Methodist Church 
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“And now faith, hope, and 
love abide, these three; and 
the greatest of these is 
love.” (1 Corinthians 
13:13)  

Love may be the greatest, 
but faith and hope may be 
the virtues of our day. 

A few years ago, social, 
religious, and political 
leaders began circulating 
short videos on the theme, 
“It Gets Better.” A series of 
young people – gay, lesbi-
an, bisexual, transgender, 
or questioning – had lost 
their lives to suicide. “It 
Gets Better” sought to in-
still a sense of hope in 
young people’s lives, to 
persuade them that their 
future was not marked 
with endless suffering, 
that they could have faith 
in the goodness of living. 

I suspect many of us need 
that reassurance – “It gets 
better” – from time to 
time. When jobs or rela-
tionships end, when well-
laid plans fail, when in-
come doesn’t meet ex-
penses, when loved ones 
reach their ends of their 
lives. Yes, I know what it 
means to yearn for the 
words, “It gets better.” 

In Puna, they yearn to be 
told, “It gets better.” In the 
detention camps along the 
Mexican border, both 
united families and the 
weeping parents deprived 
of their weeping children 
yearn to hear, “It gets bet-
ter.” Those contemplating 

the loss of their full sta-
tus as citizens of our so-
ciety to the forces in-
creasingly hostile to 
those not white, male, or 
wealthy, strive to hear, 
“It gets better.” 

And we yearn to believe 
it. 

I think that is why Chris-
tianity has stressed the 
joys of heaven since its 
birth, when force of law 
made Christian witness 
dangerous: because even 
if we never see it get bet-
ter on this Earth, we will 
see it get better in the 
realm of God. Paul’s 
praise of faith and hope, 
however, came as en-
couragement for the dai-
ly lives of people he 
knew and loved. With 
those words, he sum-
moned them to believe 
in a world better than 
the one they knew – that 
it could be shaped by 
grace, by God, and by 
their own determination 
into something new. 
With those words, he 
summoned them to a 
courage which would 
stand against the powers 
and principalities, and 
even at life’s end, trust in 
God’s promise. 

With resolution, let us 
hold our faith. With 
hope, let us take courage. 
We can make it better. 

With aloha, 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Bible Study:  

Genesis 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

July 8 

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 

Psalm 48 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

Mark 6:1-13 

 

July 15 
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 

Psalm 24 
Ephesians 1:3-14 

Mark 6:14-29 

 

 

The Pastor’s Corner 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 
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Bell Notes 

Church of the Holy 
Cross’ Hand Bell Choir 
is well established and 
having fun playing  
music together as a 
team. We have been 
working together for a 
little more than a year 
and have played for 
worship service three 
times.  

Presently, the players 
are Gloria Kobayashi, 
Carol Morioka, Sarah 
Kennedy, Pastor Eric, 
Connie Yoshiyama,  
Barbara Iwami, Anne 
Sadayasu, Kathy Zeno-
bi, Nalyn Ang and Bell 
Boss Anna Kennedy. 
The group is going to 
take July as vacation 
month but will start up 
again in August.  

If you would like to join 
the group, contact Anna 
during July for an intro-

duction to bell ringing. 
Anna can be reached via 
cell phone at 808-747-
4493. We have room for 
at least a couple of peo-
ple. No experience nec-
essary: just a willing 
heart, a desire to have 
good fellowship and an 
expectation of having 
fun.  

Being able to count to 
four would also be a 
help! –Bell Boss Anna 
Kennedy 

"God's anger is but for a 
moment; God's favor is 
for life." - Psalm 30:5 
 
     I totally understand 
the push to live in the 
moment. To totally 
show up in real time is 
always needful. 
     But at times, we've 
all been consumed by 
moments of anger, re-
gret, sorrow and an-
guish. And sometimes 
these moments last for 
weeks, months and 
years. 
     Life is more than the 
accumulation of the 
good and bad moments 
we experience. Life is 
also the hope that de-
fies current despera-
tion. Life is also the 
love that is still greater 
than our present ani-
mosities. Life is also the 
faith that keeps us 

moving forward even 
after we think we've ex-
perienced the best 
there is. 
     When I was a little 
boy, my mother made 
cakes "from scratch." 
She would begin by 
placing all her ingredi-
ents for the cake on the 
table. 
     Since her cakes were 
so delicious and her 
cake batter was so 
good (my siblings and I 
licked the bowl), I as-
sumed that everything 
she used to make the 
cake had to be good. 
One day after she'd set 
all her ingredients out 
and left the kitchen, I 
decided to taste each 
ingredient. 
     The eggs were slimy 
and unpleasant, the 
flour was dry and dis-
tasteful, the butter was 

repulsive, the butter-
milk was bitter and 
even the sugar was too 
sweet.  
     When she returned I 
asked her how she 
could make such good 
cakes out of such nasty 
ingredients. She said, 
"Well, you just let Mom-
ma work with all this." 
     We all have our mo-
ments. But God works 
with all of them and 
blends them together 
just right to make our 
lives better than we ev-
er thought possible. 
 
Prayer 
God please don't let bit-
ter moments cause me 
to miss my life.  Amen.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Kenneth L. Samuel is 
Pastor of Victory for the 
World Church, Stone 
Mountain, Georgia.  

We All Have Our Moments 

by Kenneth L. Samuel  
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Church Picnic  
August 5, 2018 

Please reserve Sunday, 
August 5th, as a day to 
come to church and to 
stay after church for 
lunch, shaved ice, bingo, 
and games.  It is also the 
first day for our Sunday 
School year.  Children 
can register for their 
classes, meet their teach-

ers, and return to the ser-
vice for Communion. 

Your Church Council is in 
charge of the picnic this 
year, with Trustees coor-
dinating the food, Chris-
tian Education in charge 
of games, and the Dea-
cons will recruit musi-
cians.  Our guest church-
es, the Samoan, Pohnpe-
ian, and Chuukese con-
gregations will be invited 
to a joint service and to 
contribute and enjoy the 
picnic. 

Are you able to help?  

May we ask you to do-
nate prizes for the Bin-
go games? You can set 
aside some unused 
white elephant for Bin-
go prizes. The best cri-
teria for these is: 
“Would you like to re-
ceive this as a prize?”  
We can also use some 
manpower that day: 
servers, shaved ice mak-
ers, Bingo callers, etc.    

Thank you, Bev Dodo, 
for being the chairper-
son for the picnic for 
the last many years. 

Thank you for support-
ing our efforts to serve 
dinner on Fridays at the 
Keaau Red Cross Evacua-
tion Shelter.   We have 
volunteers scheduled for 
July and are working on 
the schedule for August.   
We need 4 servers for 
each Friday from 5:30 to 
7:30 pm.   So far we have 
car pooled, leaving the 
church parking lot about 
5:15 pm.   If you would 
like to help, please sign 
up on the sheet in the 
back of the sanctuary on 
Sundays, or let Momi or 
Anne know you would 
like to help.   Anyone is 
welcome to volunteer! 

 
Also, the ladies of The 
Gathering Place have 
been working on  
refreshing our garden by 

Board of Stewardship and Mission Updates 

the storage shed.    After 
doing some weeding, 
hoeing, and fertilizing, 
tomato plants, beans, and 
a few other vegetables 
were planted.  Let’s  
watch to see how well 
our plants are doing.   
Hopefully the weather 
will keep the plants wa-
tered and the vog does 
not affect the plants! 

 
In July, the Gathering 
Place will feature ukule-
le/singing and handwork 
on the 2nd, a movie, 
“Good Will Hunting,” on 
the 9th, a potluck on the 
23rd, and handwork, 
games, and socializing on 
the other Mondays.   Each 
time we meet, we try to 
get in a walk, too!   We 
are looking to schedule 
some craft work when we 

can find instructors.   
Let us know if you have 
something to share 
with us!   Come join in 
the fun! 

 
The Caregivers’ Support 
Group met on Tuesday, 
June 12th in the Build-
ing of Faith with Patrick 
Toal of the Alzheimer’s 
Association as the re-
source person.   Our 
next meeting will be on 
July 10th  from 10-noon.   
If you or anyone you 
know is interested, 
please join us.   Every-
one is welcome! 

Join Us! 
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01 Ikeda, Gavin 

01 Yoshiyama, Connie 

09 Taniguchi, Lisbeth 

10 Hoota, Shelby 

10 Nada, David 

18 Torigoe, Edgar 

19 Dodo, Beverly 

22 Smith, G. Bob 

27 Kurohara, Randall 

27 Shiraishi, Eileen 

27 Shiroma, Amy 

28 Sadayasu, Anne 

29 Okabe, Merle 

29 Watanabe, Herb 

A u g u s t  
01 Miyahira, Michael 

01 Sagawa, Ryan 

05 Kondo, Sueo 

09 Kawazoe, Jane 

10 Saito, Amy 

11 Yoshimasu, Ethel 

13 Okabe, Wilfred 

17 Murai, Jacqueline 

19 Jack, Grillena 

21 Miyazono, Florence 

23 Anderson, Eric 

25 Mishina, Reynold 

27 Ranario, Mila Joy 

29 Inouye, Mieke 

30 Fujioka, Janet 

30 Kobayashi, Gloria 

J u l y  

JULY 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

James & Connie Yoshiyama, 

Carolyn Lum-Bellem &  

Carol Morioka 
 

Sunday, July 8 
Lay Reader 

Anne Sadayasu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Roberta Chu 

Sunday, July 15 
Lay Reader 

Janet Fujioka 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Reiko Masutomi 

Sunday, July 22 
Lay Reader 

Gloria Kobayashi 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Woody Kita 

Sunday, July 29 
Lay Reader 

Mary Ann Katayama 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  

service by July 13, 2018. 

Church of the Holy Cross 
Annual Picnic 

Sunday, August 5, 2018 



 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays, 7:00 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 12 pm 

in the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 2 pm in Sanctuary.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building of Faith Meeting 

Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


