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The Family Thank Offer-
ing (FTO) is one of the 
mission projects of our 
Church of the Holy 
Cross Women’s Fellow-
ship and the Woman’s 
Board of Missions for 
the Pacific Islands.  

As reported in the April 
2018 of The Morning 
Star (the mission publi-
cation of the WBM) the 
Family Thank Offering 
Committee prayerfully 
and judiciously reviews 
requests for emergency 
financial assistance and 
approves one-time mis-
sion grants to meet a 
special need of individ-
uals or families.  Re-
quests must be submit-
ted to the WBM offices 
by a pastor or church 
leader, community ad-
vocate, or WBM mem-
ber.  All requests are au-
thenticated by the Exec-
utive Director and re-
quire supporting docu-
mentation prior to re-
view by the Family 
Thank Offering Commit-
tee. 

In the WBM annual re-
port for July 2017 – 
June 2018, it was stated 
that the FTO Committee 
granted 15 one-time 
mission grants totaling 
$6,725.00. 

Some of the grants giv-
en included: 

A disabled grand-
mother caring for her 
grandchild who need-
ed assistance with 
basic necessities 
(The grandmother re-
ceived retroactive disa-
bility pay.  She now has 
additional support in 
caring for her grand-
child.) 

A woman rebuilding 
her life after incarcer-
ation who needed as-
sistance with a por-
tion of her rent 
(The woman has in-
creased her income 
working additional 
hours and is managing 
rent payments well.) 

The Kokokahi Tropi-
cal Hunger Project – 
sewing machine previ-
ously purchased by 
the WBM were in dire 
need of repair.  These 
machines are used to 
make handcrafted 
items that are sold.  
Proceeds are used to 
buy food to feed im-
poverished children
(Kokohaki Tropical Hun-
ger Project – the sewing 
machines have been re-
paired.) 

A woman with a seri-
ous illness and a child 
who is blind who 
needed assistance 
with food and other 
necessities 
(The woman has now re-
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ceived increased sup-
port from her extended 
family who are also as-
sisting with much-
needed repairs on her 
home.  A local realtor 
who learned of her situ-
ation has offered her 
support with the assis-
tance of her work 
crew.) 

An elderly woman 
abused financially by 
her children who 
needed assistance 
with her mortgage 
(With the support of 
WBM and a local real-
tor, the elderly woman 
who was financially 
abused by her children 
has saved her home 
and made necessary 
changes to protect her-
self.) 

Over the years our 
church members and 
friends have always  
generously supported 
this annual mission 
project and we pray 
that you will continue 
to open your hearts 
and share God’s love.  

 (continued on page 4) 
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I’ve heard – both first- 
and second-hand – some 
of the responses to last 
Sunday’s (June 17th) ser-
mon, “Let Me Take a Clos-
er Look.” A number of 
people have commented, 
favorably I hope, on the 
“passion” with which I 
spoke. For this I thank 
you. 

It’s true. I’m stirred up. 

That’s not my cultural 
heritage or my training. 
New Englanders are sup-
posed to cope with inter-
nal passions the same 
way they’re supposed to 
cope with cold tempera-
tures: with a studied dis-
regard. As a preacher in 
the Congregationalist  
tradition, I was taught to 
value reasoned argument 
over enthusiasm, lest an-
other Great Awakening, 
um, re-awake. 

More urgently, I know my 
struggles with my own 
anger. It took hard work 
(and far too much error) 
for me to learn to step 
back, come to terms with 
my feelings, and then 
step back into a situation 
which rouses my ire. 
When I’ve lost my tem-
per in years past, it has 
always been to my cost, 
and whatever points I 
might have made were 
lost. 

 

 

Once long ago, however, 
a friend told me, “I like 
it when you get angry. 
You get clear.” 

This is a time for clarity. 

I promise you that I do 
step back and come to 
terms with the feelings. 
When children are 
stripped from parents 
by national policy, how-
ever, I step forward 
again and I bring the 
passion with me. The 
passion belongs in such 
an urgent cause. The 
passion belongs in op-
position to a monstrous 
evil. The passion be-
longs when children are 
at stake. 

It’s true. I’m stirred up. I 
will be stirred up – until 
this indefensible prac-
tice is consigned to the 
dustbin of history. 

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

 

 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Bible Study:  

Genesis 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

June 24 

1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-

23) 32-49 

Psalm 138 

2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

Mark 4:35-41 

July 1 
1 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 

Psalm 130 
2 Corinthians 8:7-15 

Mark 5:21-43 

 

 
 

The Pastor’s Corner 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 
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Hawaii Conference—United Church of Christ 

Strategic Planning 2018 

Among the celebrations 
at the 196th Aha 
Pae’aina at the Commu-
nity Church of Honolulu 
on June 8 and 9 were: 
 
 Our Church’s recog-

nition as a Five for 
Five church and as a 
high per capita and 
high dollar amount 
contributor to Our 
Church’s Wider Mis-
sion, which helps to 
support our State 
and national Confer-
ence operations; 

 Pastor Eric Ander-
son’s 30th year of  
ordination; 

 Reverend Susumu 
Yamane’s 65th year 
of ordination; 

 The adoption of the 
Hawaii Conference 
UCC’s Strategic Plan, 
a year-long adven-
ture of self-appraisal 
and planning. 

 
The 135 delegates from 
65 churches approved 
this Plan, which will 
guide the work of our 
Conference for the next 
few years.  We have a 
new Mission statement: 
 
“Sent forth by the Spirit, 

we walk humbly in 
Christ’s footsteps 

pursuing peace, justice 
and the renewal of all 

creation.” 
 

(guiding Bible verses 
from John 20:21-22; 1 
John 4:19 and Micah 

6:8) 
We have a new Vision 
statement: 
   

“We are one ‘ohana: a 
unified, radiant and 

transforming 
expression of the body of 

Christ.” 
 

(guiding Bible verses 
from 1 Corinthians 
12:12-13; Romans 
12:2) 

 
We have eight Strategic 
initiatives to take us 
from 2018 through 
2021: 
1. Training and spiritu-

al formation, espe-
cially for clergy and 
leaders. 

2. Mission-based finan-
cial stewardship. 

3. Expansive concept 
of Church.  What are 
some new or differ-
ent ways of “being 
church?” 

4. Gifts and wisdoms of 
the next generation, 
special emphasis to 
bring people under 
the age of 40 into 
our faith. 

5. Prophets in our 
time, or how do we 
address social, envi-
ronmental, justice 
and peace issues. 

6. Live Aloha, or how 
can we strengthen 
our relationships as 
members of our  
local churches, Asso-
ciations and the 

Conference. 
7. Organizational sup-

port of vision, or how 
can we align the gov-
ernance and commit-
tee structure within 
our Conference to be 
more inclusive, par-
ticipatory and effec-
tive. 

8. Discretionary initia-
tive reserved for the 
new settled Confer-
ence Minister. 

 
Possible Action Plans 
and Progress Measures 
and dates have been set 
up for each of these 
strategies.  The four ma-
jor committees which 
guide our Conference 
have been assigned 
oversight.  They are the 
Administration, For-
mation, Stewardship, 
and Justice and Witness 
Missional Teams.   
Woody Kita and Sue 
Smith just completed 
their terms as chairper-
sons of the Stewardship 
and Justice and Witness 
Missional Teams, so are 
very knowledgeable 
about these issues.   
Those who attended the 
feedback meetings held 
at our church with Con-
sultant Cynthia Scherr in 
March also contributed 
data to our plan.  A copy 
of the 60-page plan can 
be obtained from the 
church office. 
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Dedication of our offer-
ings will be on Sunday, 
July 1st, 2018. 
 
An FTO envelope is en-
closed in today’s MES-
SENGER.  Checks should 

be made out to: Church 
of the Holy Cross with 
the notation -Family 
Thank Offering.  All 
monies received will be 
forwarded to the Wom-
an’s Board of Missions.  

 
         MAHALO! 
     CHC Women’s  
         Fellowship 

Family Thank Offering 
Continued from page 1 

 

Board of Stewardship and Mission  
Serving Our Community 

Church of the Holy Cross 
has cheerfully accepted 
an assignment to serve 
dinner at the Keaau shel-
ter each Friday from 
5:30 to 7:30 pm, starting 
June 15th.  It is our honor 
to be able to assist those 
who have been displaced 
due to the volcano.  We 
are grateful for the num-
ber of folks willing to 
help and will notify the 
you prior to the desig-
nated dates of service.  
Thank you to all who of-
fered to help; we will use 
as many of you as possi-
ble.   Here is some infor-
mation volunteers will 
need to know: 
1. We are serving din-
ners at the Keaau Ar-

mory shelter.  Drive to 
Keaau on Volcano High-
way 11, at the turnoff to 
Pahoa, turn right into the 
Shipman Park soccer 
fields.   Continue up the 
hill and the Armory is at 
the top.  Carpooling is 
suggested and each 
group may work out its 
own arrangements. 
2. Arrive at the Armory at 
5:30.  Hair should be 
pulled back (wear a hat 
or cap) and covered 
shoes are recommended.  
You must check in with 
Red Cross workers and 
proceed to the dining ar-
ea on the right.   Put on 
gloves and help set up 
food. 
3. Start food service at 6 

pm.   Salvation Army 
workers will lead the 
evening prayer and let 
you know how much 
food to serve.   Resi-
dents may come back 
for seconds—health 
regulations do not allow 
residents to touch the 
food prior to serving. 
4. Clean up at 7 pm.   
Dispose of or try to give 
away hot food that has 
been set out.   Wash/
dry serving utensils and 
pans, and wipe down 
the service tables, and 
eating tables.    
5. Please check out with 
Salvation Army worker 
before leaving. 
Presently we are work-
ing on setting up groups 
for July.   

“Let all 
that you do 
be done in 
love”  
--1 Corin-
thians 
16:14   

It’s what I “think I have 
done” and have always 
said, “I do what needs to 
be done as long as I can 
because one day, I won’t 
be able to do it.” That 
time has come as my 
health has slowed me 
down. 

My dear friends have 
said I have been an 
“inspiration”.  It’s be-
cause you see me rush-
ing about, the gasa-
gasa (busy-body), and 
visible, crazy person.   
MY INSPIRATION 
COMES FROM YOU, my 
dear friends!!!  You 
are my inspiration as 
you help others as SI-
LENT ANGELS. THANK 
YOU VERY, MUCH!  I 
started a list of people 
who have done things 

for others and the church 
but then realized everyone, 
YOU included, have done 
something for others with-
out my knowing BUT God 
knows!  It’s those RANDOM 
ACTS OF KINDNESS that 
nobody sees that counts. 
I’m truly grateful for all 
the kindness extended to 
me.  Your prayers and 
thoughts are greatly ap-
preciated.  With warmest 
aloha and many blessings 
to you.  
 —Margaret Torigoe  
 

A Loving Message of Grace 
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02 Ushijima, Malia 

04 Yamaki, Amy 

05 Ohata, Ruth 

07 Smith, Sue 

11 Ushijima, Else 

11 Maeda, Scott 

11 Tanouye, Christopher 

13 Yamane, Susumu 

13 Ohata, Sachie 

14 Morioka, Carol 

15 Kita, Elwood 

16 Takemoto, Fawn 

16 Takemoto-Leahigh,  
Fern 

21 Martin, Liane 

22 Inouye, Lorraine 

28 Nagao, Masayo 

30 Nakamoto, Timothy 

J u n e  
01 Miyahira, Michael 

01 Sagawa, Ryan 

05 Kondo, Sueo 

09 Kawazoe, Jane 

10 Saito, Amy 

11 Yoshimasu, Ethel 

13 Okabe, Wilfred 

17 Murai, Jacqueline 

19 Jack, Grillena 

21 Miyazono, Florence 

23 Anderson, Eric 

25 Mishina, Reynold 

27 Ranario, Mila Joy 

29 Inouye, Mieke 

30 Fujioka, Janet 

30 Kobayashi, Gloria 

J u l y  

JUNE 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Stefan & Jennifer Tanouye, 

Eric Tanouye, Jean Tanouye 
 

Sunday, June 24 
Lay Reader 

Carol Morioka 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Gloria Kobayashi 

Sunday, July 1 
Lay Reader 

Jane Kawazoe 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Anita Mathews 

Sunday, July 8 
Lay Reader 

Anne Sadayasu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Roberta Chu 

Sunday, July 15 
Lay Reader 

Janet Fujioka 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Reiko Masutomi 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  

service by June 29, 2018. 

Sunday  

August 5th, 2018 

Church picnic!  

Details coming 

soon! 



 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 7:00 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 12 pm 

in the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 2 pm in Sanctuary.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building of Faith Meeting 

Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


