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C H U R C H  O F  T H E  H O L Y  C R O S S  

M a y  1 6 ,  2 0 1 8  

M a y  

U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

20 Pentecost Sunday 

20 Strengthen The 
Church Offering 

24 Sr. Ministry 

27 J’s Mini Mart 

27 Last Day of Sunday 
School 

M a y  

B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  

20 Trustees Meeting 

Lori Yamashiro, Office 
Coordinator at the  
Hawaii Conference, pro-
vided the following  
information: 
 
“Over the past two 
years, the portion of the 
Strengthen the Church 
special offering that 
stayed in Hawai’i has 
been used to help fund 
events such as the 
Church Leaders Event 
and the Aha Pae’aina 
where the Conference 
provides opportunities 
for new learnings, ideas 
and leadership develop-
ment. 
 
“For example, this past 
February, the Confer-
ence hosted the Church 
Leaders Event during 
which Rev. Jeffrey D. 
Jones was the keynote 
speaker.  Gloria Koba-
yashi, Woody Kita, Sue 
Smith and Pastor Eric 
were in attendance.  
The registration fee for 
neighbor islanders was 
$100 which included 

airfare so you know this 
event was heavily subsi-
dized because you can’t 
get a round trip ticket 
for $100! 
 
“Because providing our 
churches opportunities 
to learn, grow and build 
relationships is im-
portant, this was  
definitely a worthwhile 
investment.  The Confer-
ence hopes our church-
es see the value in 
events like the Church 
Leaders Event and relies 
on the generosity of our 
church folks to be able 
to continue to provide 
such opportunities.” 
 
Strengthen the Church 
provides an annual  
opportunity for all 
members to help plant 
churches, renew exist-
ing churches, foster new 
leaders and grow the 
UCC as a community of 
extravagant welcome.  
Thank you for your  
support. 

How Your Money is Spent 
From The Board of Stewardship and Mission 

 

Vacation Bible 

School  

June 4, 5 & 6 , 2018 

5:30 –8:00p.m.  

Dinner included!  

Vacation Bible 

School  

June 4, 5 & 6  

5:30 –8:00p.m.  

Dinner included!  

Call 935-1283 to  

register 
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We’re still in for the long 
haul. 

I claim no prescience in 
my last column. The 
floods on Kaua’i did not 
lead me to wonder about 
a volcanic eruption in  
Puna. As I flew off to 
Florida and an educa-
tional program for mid-
career clergy two weeks 
ago, I was more con-
cerned that the weather 
which had beset Kaua’i 
and O’ahu would recur, 
washing out more roads, 
homes, and hillsides, per-
haps on our own island. 

Incidentally, if I’m at the 
mid-point of my career, 
I’ll be pastoring in 2048. 
Talk about being in for 
the long haul! 

I’m sure you’re not unfa-
miliar with this. In the 
Church of Jesus Christ, 
we’re always in for the 
long haul. We gather in 
communities, and we 
live, work, and worship 
together. Yesterday’s in-
fants are today’s parents. 
The one who got his first 
job “yesterday” is retiring 
tomorrow. The vibrant 
young woman who set 
our world on fire now 
answers to 
“grandmother.” 

And we’ve been right 
there with them all that 
time. 

 

 

We’ve been there for the 
births and the baptisms. 
We’ve been there 
through the struggles of 
school and adolescence. 
We’ve been there when 
the career took off, and 
when the next steps  
faltered. We’ve been 
there through the joys 
of parenthood, and the 
griefs of family life. 
We’ve mourned the 
deaths, comforted those 
separated, sat with the 
sick, and lent a hand in 
misfortune.  

We’ve been there 
through the long haul. 

It’s no different this 
time. Pele, we know, 
cannot be readily  
predicted, and certainly 
not controlled. Lava 
flows, and lava stops. 

Our love, our care, our 
compassion – our aloha 
and our kuleana – these 
abide when the lava 
flows and when it stops. 
They abide long before, 
and they abide long  
after. 

We are here, in good 
times and bad, to em-
body the love of Christ. 

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: @esanderson   

Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/holycrosshilo  

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Bible Study:  

Genesis 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

 

May 20 

Acts 2:1-21 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

Romans 8:22-27 

John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 

 

May 27 
Isaiah 6:1-8 

Psalm 29 
Romans 8:12-17 

John 3:1-17 
 
 

The Pastor’s Corner 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 
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Church of the Holy Cross 
has received its approval 
for certification as an  
official "Blue Zones  
Project Faith-based Or-
ganization.”   
 
Jade Iokepa, Community 
Engagement Lead for 
East Hawaii will present 
us with a banner and  
certificate during our 
worship service on Sun-
day, May 20th, 2018.    
 
Members of The Gather-
ing Place took on the  
responsibility of meeting 
the requirements to qual-
ify which included activi-

ties to encourage 
healthy living.   We have 
eaten the vegetables we 
grew in our little  

garden by the shed, had 
speakers educate us on 
healthy foods and cook-
ing, a master gardener 
shared tips, and we 

continue to walk for ex-
ercise and fresh air!    
 
Please join us on Sun-
day, May 20th; Jade 
would like to take a 
photo of our church 
members after service.    
 
Also, the Gathering 
Place members  and 
Blue Zones will be serv-
ing refreshments after 
worship. This is your 
chance to learn more 
and ask any questions 
you may have about the 
project whose goal is to 
help us live healthy, safe 
lives! 
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The Community Responds to the Leilani Estates Eruption 

As of Tuesday, May 15, 
twenty fissures in Leilani 
Estates and their associ-
ated lava flows had 
claimed twenty-seven 
homes and ten other 
structures. Amidst the 
uncertainty, Hawai’i 
County officials ordered 
over 2,000 people from 
their homes. Sulfur diox-
ide fumes have prevent-
ed some from even 
checking on their prop-
erty when residents 
were allowed back into 
the area, and nobody 
knows if, when, or where 
a new lava outbreak 
could occur – or when 
this eruption will end. 

East Hawai’i's people, 
government, helping 
agencies, and faith  
communities have all 
stepped forward to offer 
help. County Parks and 
Recreation staff and facil-
ities have been employed 
for the first-line shelters, 
which now house over 
two hundred people in 
Pahoa and Kea’au. The 
local Red Cross has  
assumed administration 
for the shelters, and the 
Salvation Army is provid-
ing hot meals. The Food 
Basket is coordinating 
non-perishable food and 
water collection, which is 
helping support evacu-
ees now staying with 

friends and family.  
Religious leaders from a 
wide spectrum of tradi-
tions have gathered to 
coordinate the response 
of the faith community. 

Church of the Holy 
Cross has begun collect-
ing non-perishable 
foods and bottled water, 
which will be directed 
through the Food Bas-
ket. Those interested in 
volunteering at the 
shelters need to go 
through the Red Cross, 
and complete their 
screening process 
(www.redcross.org/
volunteer).  

We are also collecting 
financial gifts. The 
Board of Stewardship 
and Mission will consid-
er the wide range of op-
tions as they emerge, so 
you may support the  
efforts of a local agency, 
a project we initiate 
ourselves, or one we  
engage in with other 
UCC churches (or other 
faith communities).  

One important thing to 
remember: These are 
our neighbors, and we 
are here for them today, 
tomorrow, and on into 
the future. When the 
eruption ends, others 
may forget. We will not. 

 

Pastor Eric has spoken 
with the Rev. Brian 
Welsh of Kuhio Chapel, 
the Rev. Michael War-
ren of Kalapana Mau-
nakea Congregational 
Church, Kahu Diane 
Hultmann of Puula 
UCC, and Kahu Clara 
Daog of Opihikao  
Congregational 
Church. Some report 
member families  
displaced, and their 
people working to-
gether to house and 
support them. The two 
churches in Nanawale 
Estates and Opihikao 
have taken the precau-
tion of moving their 
artifacts out of danger. 
The air quality, said 
Rev. Warren, is quite 
bad in Nanawale. He 
asked for prayers,  
particularly as magma 
movement raises the 
possibility of commu-
nities being cut off. 

On Sunday the 6th, as 
the eruption had  
begun, eight people  
attended at Opihikao 
church. They celebrat-
ed Holy Communion, 
and enjoyed a small 
pot-luck lunch. They 
do not know what the 
future holds, but Kahu 
Daog said simply: “The 
presence of the Lord 
was there.” 

Senior Ministry Gathering 

          Senior Ministry gathering is scheduled for Thursday, May 24th, from 10 a.m. 
to 12 noon in the Building of Faith.  
          Jason Dela Cruz, health educator from the State Department of Health will 
speak to us on the topic of rat lung worm disease. He will also touch upon the 
health hazards related to the volcanic eruption. 
                                                  Please join us. Everyone is invited. 

http://www.redcross.org/volunteer
http://www.redcross.org/volunteer
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02 Ushijima, Malia 

04 Yamaki, Amy 

05 Ohata, Ruth 

07 Smith, Sue 

11 Ushijima, Else 

11 Maeda, Scott 

11 Tanouye, Christopher 

13 Yamane, Susumu 

13 Ohata, Sachie 

14 Morioka, Carol 

15 Kita, Elwood 

16 Takemoto, Fawn 

16 Takemoto-Leahigh,  
Fern 

21 Martin, Liane 

22 Inouye, Lorraine 

28 Nagao, Masayo 

30 Nakamoto, Timothy 

J u n e  
01 Higashi, Mae 

05 Tanouye, Lillian 

09 Johnson, Tanya 

16 Lum-Bellem, Carolyn 

16 Ikeda, Marie 

24 Yamauchi, Joe 

26 Enomoto, Yasuo 

27 Matayoshi, Mary 

27 Ushijima, Joy 

27 Yamane, Miyeko 

M a y  

MAY 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Woody Kita, Erin Okuda, 

Mary Ann Katayama & Ruth 

Niino-DuPonte 

Sunday, May 20 
Lay Reader 

Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Millie Kataoka 

Sunday, May 27 
Lay Reader 

Newton Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Ann Kanahele 

Sunday, June 3 
Lay Reader 

Reilly Narruhn 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Eileen Shiraishi 

Sunday, June 10 
Lay Reader 

Roberta Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Bob & Sue Smith 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  

service by June 1, 2018. 

Happy Birthday Blessings 

The Light of God 
The light of God surrounds us, 

The love of God enfolds us, 
The power of God protects us, 

The presence of God watches over us, 
Wherever we are, God is, 

And where God is, all is well. 



 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in 

the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


