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M a y  2 ,  2 0 1 8  

M a y  

U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

06 Communion 

19 Trustees Service Day 

M a y  

B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  

06 Trustees Meeting 

06 Deacons Meeting 

13 Council Meeting 

We had a very success-
ful Bake Sale and Letter 
Writing event for Bread 
For The World on Sun-
day, April 22nd. The  
tables were filled with 
baked goods, cookies, 
bread, pretzels, cakes, 
and candies.  Also  
included were sushi 
rice, pickled vegetables, 
flowers and more.  
Thank you to all who 
participated in the 
event by baking, cook-
ing, and donating items 
to purchase.  Thank you 
to all who purchased 
the items and generous-
ly donated money. We 

will donate $920.55 to 
Bread For The World 
from the bake sale. 

We also sent 70 letters 
to our Congressional 
Delegates regarding the 
need for changes in our 
laws to help those living 
in poverty and in need 
of food.   

Thank you for helping to 
send these letters so 
that they will know we 
are concerned as a 
church community 
about the need to sup-
port changes in our laws 
regarding those in  
poverty. 

Bread for the World  
Gives Thanks to You 

The annual Strengthen 
the Church special offer-
ing empowers youth to 
build the future of the 
United Church of Christ. 

Money received from 
this offering is split 
evenly between the  
Hawai’i Conference and 
the UCC national minis-
tries.  Nationally, the  
offering supports youth 
and young adult minis-
tries new church plants 

and grants to help con-
gregations communi-
cate the “God is still 
speaking” message. 

In Hawai’i, Strengthen 
the Church breathes life 
into new local church 
projects especially those 
focused on youth minis-
try through Christian 
Investment Grants  
administered by the 
Stewardship Missional 
Team. 

This year we will dedi-
cate this offering on 
May 20.  Offering enve-
lopes are enclosed 
with our gratitude to 
you for supporting this 
cause.   

Thank you for your 
generous support. 

 

Board of Stewardship 
and Mission 
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          As I write this, some 
days before its publication 
(I’m visiting family as you 
read it), my head is spin-
ning with sights of suffer-
ing and sin: 

 Chemical weapons in 
Syria, 

 American bombs falling 
in Syria, 

 The entire island of 
Puerto Rico without 
electricity (again), 

 Political proposals that 
could criminalize home-
lessness, 

 Kaua’i’s damaged 
homes and washed-out 
roads, 

 Flood damage to the 
Wai’oli Hui’ia Church 
UCC in Hanalei, and 

 Flint, Michigan, still 
does not have a reliable 
water system. 

          It’s enough to make a 
pastor weep, when he’s not 
banging his head against 
his desk. 
          Which is why I have 
to remind myself that 
we’re in this for the long 
haul, not the short term. 
The UCC, in fact, provides 
relatively little assistance 
from its national agencies 
in the first hours or days of 
a disaster. Local churches 
do – Church of the Pacific 
UCC opened their doors to 
displaced neighbors – and 
they get financial support 
through the One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering 
when they do. 
          It’s the months and 
years afterwards, however, 
when our churches and 
people get involved and 

stay involved. When 
homes need to be re-
paired or rebuilt, when 
churches need to be 
mopped and mended, 
when people wonder if 
they’ve been forgotten, 
UCC people will be there. 
          We’re in for the long 
haul. 
          We’re in for the long 
haul with this world as 
well. The evils that people 
do to each other continue 
to appall us, but we still 
declare that greed, power, 
and self-love are the 
worst way, not the best 
way, to live. There are 
days when that message 
seems barely audible, but 
we keep saying it anyway. 
          We’re in for the long 
haul, because God is with 
us for the long haul as 
well. 
          The ancient mari-
ners at sea endured many 
storms, waiting for that 
open sky at night that re-
vealed the stars. Those 
stars would tell the navi-
gator where they were, 
and which direction to go 
to reach their destination 
on those long Pacific voy-
ages. 
          The stars were with 
them on the long haul, 
just as God is with us on 
our long haul. When the 
clouds of our dismay open 
up, and we look up, we 
will see God’s grace 
beaming down on us as 
surely as the stars. 

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: @esanderson   

Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/holycrosshilo  

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Bible Study:  

Genesis 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

 

May 13 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

Psalm 1 

1 John 5:9-13 

John 17:6-19 

 

May 20 
Acts 2:1-21 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Romans 8:22-27 

John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 
 
 

The Pastor’s Corner 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 
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Instructor Kay Kawa-
chika patiently provided 
instructions for 14 ladies 
interested in creating  
Liko Lehua haku wrist-
lets on Monday, April 
16th.  The popular Liko 
Lehua was harvested 
from church member 
Doreen Lucas’ yard with 
greens and flowers 
brought in by the ladies; 
this added color and 
beauty to the bracelets.   
Everyone enjoyed the  
activity and was proud of 
their results.   It was sug-
gested that we do this 
again so we can all  

become haku lei mak-
ers!   Thank you to Kay, 
Doreen and the helpers! 
 
 When you are availa-
ble, please come and 
join The Gathering 
Place.  Generally, the 
first Monday of the 
month is our ukulele 
playing and singing  
activity, and we watch a 
movie on the second 
Monday of the month.   
On May 14th we will be 
watching “Sister Act 2”.   
Activities on other 
Monday mornings  
include adult coloring 

books, handwork, board 
games, hanafuda, gar-
dening, and even pickle 
ball.   When we feel am-
bitious, we may sched-
ule a potluck and share 
a meal together.   We al-
so try to get in some 
walking, even if it is just 
around the campus.   
One day we will walk to 
Mohouli Street and back 
on the new Kapiolani 
Street below the church.   
There is something for 
everyone.   If nothing 
else, come to talk story - 
enjoy socializing with 
the group. 
 

The Creations of The Gathering Place 
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Do good! Seek peace and go after it! – Psalms 34:14b 

Vacation Bible School at 
Church of the Holy Cross 

Preschool – Grade 8 
5:30 – 8:00 (dinner included) 

June 4, 5, & 6, 2018 
call 935-1283 to register 
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02 Ushijima, Malia 

04 Yamaki, Amy 

05 Ohata, Ruth 

07 Smith, Sue 

11 Ushijima, Else 

11 Maeda, Scott 

11 Tanouye, Christopher 

13 Yamane, Susumu 

13 Ohata, Sachie 

14 Morioka, Carol 

15 Kita, Elwood 

16 Takemoto, Fawn 

16 Takemoto-Leahigh,  
Fern 

21 Martin, Liane 

22 Inouye, Lorraine 

28 Nagao, Masayo 

30 Nakamoto, Timothy 

J u n e  
01 Higashi, Mae 

05 Tanouye, Lillian 

09 Johnson, Tanya 

16 Lum-Bellem, Carolyn 

16 Ikeda, Marie 

24 Yamauchi, Joe 

26 Enomoto, Yasuo 

27 Matayoshi, Mary 

27 Ushijima, Joy 

27 Yamane, Miyeko 

M a y  

MAY 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Woody Kita, Erin Okuda, 

Mary Ann Katayama & Ruth 

Niino-DuPonte 
 

Sunday, May 6 
Lay Reader 

Stuart Mori 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Anita Mathews 

Sunday, May 13 
Lay Reader 

Millie Daikawa 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

Sunday, May 20 
Lay Reader 

Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Millie Kataoka 

Sunday, May 27 
Lay Reader 

Newton Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Ann Kanahele 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  

service by May 16, 2018. 

Happy Birthday Blessings 

Vacation Bible 

School 

June 4, 5 & 6 

5:30 –8:00p.m. 

Dinner included! 



 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in 

the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


