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U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

25 J’s Mini Mart 

25 Annual Membership 

Meeting 

Fe b r u a r y  

B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  

25 Deacons Meeting 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
More than We Can Imagine 

          On March 11th, the 
One Great Hour of Shar-
ing (OGHS) special offer-
ing will be collected and 
dedicated at our Church.   
This mission offering  
carries God’s message of 
love and hope to people 
in more than 80 coun-
tries.  The UCC works 
with international part-
ners to provide sources 
of clean water and food 
education and health 
care, small business mi-
cro-credit, emergency re-
lief and advocacy, and re-
settlement for refugees 
and displaced persons. 
 Sharing resources 
through One Great Hour 
of Sharing is an invitation 
to imagination!  Through 
our sharing we get a 
taste of the generosity of 

God who does immeas-
urably more than all we 
ask or imagine.  When 
we look at suffering in 
the world, we can be-
come discouraged, una-
ble to see past the diffi-
culty.  But when we 
think of the wonders 
God works, our imagi-
nations go wild! 
 On average, of 
every dollar given to 
One Great Hour of Shar-
ing, 91 cents is used  
directly for mission  
program, 5 cents for in-
terpretation materials 
and 4 cents for adminis-
trative costs.  Eight 
Christian denomina-
tions work together to 
develop common pro-
motional materials and 
together raise about 

$12 million each year. 
 God is at work 
doing so much more 
than we can imagine!  
And when we contrib-
ute to this offering we 
are part of God’s work 
in the world. 
 Please use the 
enclosed envelope for 
your offering.  Thank 
you for your generosi-
ty. 
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There’s a part of me that 
wants to be a hero. 

That was a crucial ele-
ment of most of the 
games I played as a child, 
whether imagining my-
self as a soldier, or a po-
liceman, or a firefighter, 
or a great baseball player. 
I treasured the times 
when it would be my 
turn (among the group 
my brother and I played 
with) to be the one who 
vanquished the Villain, 
rescued the Captive, or 
(in the baseball scenario) 
hit the Grand Slam Home 
Run that won the day. 

That part of me that 
wants to be a hero lin-
gers. 

I tend to pull over at the 
scene of a car crash if the 
police and fire crews 
haven’t arrived yet. If I’m 
walking with someone 
unsteady on their feet, I 
will usually be close 
enough to slow if not 
prevent them from fall-
ing. In Connecticut, I 
trained as a high ropes 
challenge course facilita-
tor, both to allow young 
people to safely experi-
ence the joys of facing 
their fears and to be 
ready to rescue them if 
they found themselves in 
difficulties. 

That part of me that 
wants to be a hero lin-
gers. 

What I’ve found with 
time, however, is that 
opportunities for hero-
ism are limited, but op-
portunities to be loving 
are not. I’ve never hit 
the home run or res-
cued the captive or van-
quished the villain. 
Stopped by the side of 
the road, I’ve never 
pulled anyone from a 
burning car or even put 
pressure on an injury. I 
never rescued anyone 
on a ropes course. 

What I have done is be 
present as a caring, 
compassionate, con-
cerned human being. 
That’s not always 
enough, but it’s always 
something. The shaken 
driver waiting for the 
tow truck, the young 
person uncertain that 
they’ve passed their 
personal limits on 
height, the person in the 
hospital bed, the griev-
ing family at the grave-
side: I’ve given them the 
love I had to give. It 
wasn’t always enough, 
but it was something. 

I can’t always be a hero. 
I can always be loving. I 
can always share my 
aloha. 

So can you. 

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: @esanderson   

Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/holycrosshilo  

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Bible Study:  

Genesis 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

 

February 25 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

Psalm 22:23-31 

Romans 4:13-25 

Mark 8:31-38 or 

Mark 9:2-9 

March 4 
Exodus 20:1-17 

Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

John 2:13-22 
 
 

The Pastor’s Corner 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 
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          Lunch with The Yamane’s 

The Yamanes are Fine! 

Reverend Susumu and 
Miyeko Yamane, their 

daughter Debbie Wa-
tabayashi, and grand-
daughter Jenna had 
lunch with CHC Moder-
ator, Gloria Kobayashi  
at Sorabol restaurant 
on February 12.  Gloria 
shared two of Rever-
end’s devotionals with 
him:  

“Thoughts of God”  was 
the first of his nine de-

votional guides.  Gloria 
plans to re-read his 
“Beloved Ones of God: 
a Lenten devotional 
guide”, written in 
2001, as part of her 
Lenten practice.   

Debbie reminded Glo-
ria that Mrs. Yamane’s 
jet black hair needs no 
coloring.  She has great 
genes! 

According to the Blood 
Bank of Hawaii, “Every 2 
seconds someone needs 
blood. Blood donations 
are critical. The majority 
of people in Hawaii need 
blood, but only a small 
fraction—about 2%—
actually give it. Donations 
are needed every day to 
maintain an adequate 
blood supply and fulfill 
Hawaii’s needs. An hour 
of your time spent donat-
ing blood can mean a par-
ent will see a child grow 
up. A son marry. A daugh-
ter graduate. It can mean 
a neighbor will come 
home from the hospital.  
A mother will hold her 
newborn. A friend sur-
vives cancer. “ 

In order to assist with the 
needs of our community, 
Church of the Holy Cross 

 

CHC Blood Bank Drive – March 21, Wednesday DONATIONS NEEDED! 

will host the blood 
drive and canteen for 
the Blood Bank of  
Hawaii on Wednesday, 
March 21, in the Build-
ing of Faith.  

Donation of blood along 
with refreshments will 
be greatly appreciated. 

HERE IS HOW YOU CAN 
HELP: 
 
1) BLOOD DONORS:  It 
is essential to have a 
good supply of blood 
for victims of accidents, 
surgeries, and illnesses.   
Would you want blood 
available if you needed 
it?  Call the Blood Bank 
at 1-800-372-9966 for 
an appointment.   
 
2) REFRESHMENTS:  
Snacks are needed for 

donors to eat after 
they donate blood. 
Church of the Holy 
Cross is known for 
having one of the best 
canteens in Hilo so  
donations of healthy 
snacks are needed.  

Please call Margaret at 
895-0994 or Momi at 
the church office  
935-1283 if you have 
not been contacted 
and are able to donate 
food.   

Our Honorary Chair-
person, Karl Kawaha-
ra, and the entire  
management, staff and 
volunteers of Church 
of the Holy Cross   
extend our deepest 
gratitude to everyone. 
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Tonic for the Soul 

Kenneth L. Samuel  

When I kept silent, my bones wasted away . . . . Then I acknowledged my sin to you 
and did not cover up my iniquity." - Psalm 32:3-5  

As a prank, I, along with four of my college senior class colleagues conspired to 
steal the bell that was stationed at a corner of our college square. After we'd done 
the deed around 3 a.m. one morning, we delighted in hearing the utter befuddle-
ment and bewilderment that characterized the responses of various students  
regarded the missing icon. 
 
The plot was a great source of amusement until our senior class voted to contrib-
ute a sizable sum for the replacement of the bell. At that point I had to speak up, 
because I couldn't rest well with the fact that my senior classmates were going to 
give good money to replace something that didn't need replacement, but return. 
 
I went to the class president and told her that the bell would be returned. Of 
course, I implicated myself . . . but I was so ready to be free from the guilt that I 
was happy to sing like a bird. 
 
I was relieved to deal with the consequences of my actions, which amounted to a 
stern reprimand. (As it turned out, we weren't the first seniors to pull that prank.) 
 
As I look back on the incident, my cover-up was as bad as or even worse than my 
misdeed itself. 
 
Sin is an enticer. But after it entices us . . . it entangles us. 

 
There is nothing that can free us from our conscientious entanglements like open, 
honest, full-throated confession. The truth about who we are and what we've 
done—even when we believe that what we did was harmless—is tonic for our 
souls. 
 
Prayer 
Lord, help us to realize that even though we can live with cover-up and denial . . . 
we cannot live well. Amen.  

 

 

 
 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Kenneth L. Samuel is Pastor of Victory for the 

World Church, Stone Mountain, Georgia. 
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04 Katada, Emi 

06 Maeda, Margaret 

07 Sato, Thelma 

15 Miyake, Richard 

18 Maeda, Blanche 

18 Jack, Lei 

22 Nagami, Tamayo 

22 Suzuki, Clarice 

25 Okabe, Gavin 

28 Kurohara, Martha 

29 Yamane, Jon 

30 Kawahara, Karl 

M a r c h  

04 Yamauchi, Joanne 

05 Palea, Susan 

15 Mathews, Anita 

20 Tanaka, Robert 

24 Daikawa, Mildred 

26 Kodani, Esther 

F e b r u a r y   

February  

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Barbara Iwami,  

Joyce Nakamoto,  

Millie Daikawa,  

Lei Jack & Michi Koizumi 

Sunday, February 25 
Lay Reader 

Newton Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Theone Albano & Jill Suzuki 

 

Sunday, March 4 
Lay Reader 

Jayson Rekis 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Irene Okada 

 

Child Care 

Irene Okada 

 

Sunday, March 11 
Lay Reader 

Bob Smith 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

 

Sunday, March 18 
Lay Reader 

Jane Kawazoe 

 

Chapel Decoration 

The Goya Family 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo. 

If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word format to 
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by  

March 2, 2018. 

Birthday Blessings 

Needed! Refreshment Volunteers  

After Worship Services 

Please consider volunteering to help set up for  
refreshments, serve and clean up on Sundays, May 
20th, June 17th, & July 15th. The sign-up sheet is 
posted on the bulletin board in the breezeway, 
punch and cookie supplies will be provided. 

A special note of thanks to our IYAA friends who 
have agreed to provide their assistance for four 
months. 

Also needed are home made dishes for our Home-
coming Potluck on October 28 and Christmas Eve 
finger food for after worship. 

Please  put your name on the sign-up sheet! Thank 
you! 



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in 

the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.  

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor: 

Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and Wednesday 

6 to 7 pm.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


