
The MessengerThe Messenger  

C H U R C H  O F  T H E  H O L Y  C R O S S  

F e b r u a r y  7 ,  2 0 1 8  

Fe b r u a r y  

U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

11 Refreshments by IYAA 

12 The Gathering Place 

Movie: “Sister Act” 

14 Ash Wednesday 

19 Presidents’ Day 

CHC office closed 

25 J’s Mini Mart 

25 Annual Membership 

Meeting 

Fe b r u a r y  

B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  

11 Council Meeting 

25 Deacons Meeting 

Annual Meeting 
Our church’s Annual 
Meeting will be held after 
worship on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 25.  We will accept 
reports of our Boards 
and our Treasurer’s  
Financial Report.  Annual 
Reports are currently  
being distributed. 

Also on the meeting 
agenda will be a motion 
to approve our church’s 
participation as a Family 
Promise host church.  We 
have had speakers to  
explain the program,  

including Lori Yama-
shiro from Nuuanu Con-
gregational Church.   
Articles have appeared 
in the Messenger.  If you 
have any questions 
about Family Promise, 
please ask your Moder-
ator or a member of the 
Board of Stewardship 
and Mission.  Please be 
thinking of ways that 
you can volunteer to 
make this program 
work in our community.       

 

Ideas for Lenten Disciplines 2018 

Lent is a season of 40 
days (not counting Sun-
days) beginning on Ash 
Wednesday (Feb 14 this 
year) and ending on the 
day before Easter (April 
1).  Lent is a time of  
repentance, fasting and 
preparation for Easter, 
the 40 days representing 
the time Jesus spent in 
the wilderness enduring 
temptation and prepar-
ing to begin his ministry. 
During Lent, we symbol-
ically and spiritually  
enter the wilderness 
with Christ to prepare 
ourselves for the resur-
rection of Easter.  

If you are searching for 
ideas for Lenten disci-
plines, we may be able 

to help. Church of the 
Holy Cross has a short 
handout for you that 
answer questions such 
as: 

How long is 
Lent? 

Should I give 
something up for 
Lent? 

Should I take 
something on for 
Lent? 

How do I make it 
work for me? 

Where does lent 
come from? 

Whatever you take on 
or give up, let it reflect 
your self and your 
spirituality. Connect it 
to God, and to your  

anticipation of the 
Easter celebration. Let 
it be something you 
truly love, either as a 
devotional discipline 
in setting aside, or as 
mission work in taking 
up. 

This is yours; it is  
between you and God. 

You may pick up this 
hand out directly from 
Church of the Holy 
Cross or contact our 
office at 
holycrosshilor@hawaii
.rr.com and we will 
email or mail you a 
copy. 

May your Lenten  
season be filled with 
blessings. 

mailto:holycrosshilor@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:holycrosshilor@hawaii.rr.com
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I’m afraid that there are 
times, in the busy life of 
the church, when some-
thing falls upon my ear 
and I mutter (silently, 
thank the Good Lord) 
something like, “Oh, my. 
Can we work on a real 
problem, please?” 

I’m not the only pastor to 
do it. Other colleagues 
have confessed to the 
same. I suspect that most 
people say something like 
it from time to time. 
Somebody complains 
about something that 
strikes us, in the moment, 
as trivial. “Oh,” we sigh. 
“Come back and talk to me 
when you have a real 
problem.” 

A real problem. 

There are plenty of real 
problems in the world. 
Just this morning I’ve 
been thinking about a real 
person who’s homeless. 
I’ve been thinking about 
someone else who can’t 
find a way to relate effec-
tively to the world. I’m 
thinking about our Inter-
im Conference Minister, 
the Rev. Gabrielle Chavez, 
whose mother died last 
fall and whose father 
passed away on January 
31st. I’m thinking about 
specific people who are 
struggling to recover from 
falls and surgeries and in-
fections, and others who 
are coping with chronic 
conditions that have 
changed how they live 

their lives. I’m thinking 
about people I know who 
rise in the morning not 
knowing whether they 
can have a good day. I’m 
thinking about people 
who may never fully ex-
press their talents  
because of others’ lim-
ited expectations. 

You know, real prob-
lems. 

The other problems, 
though: they’re real 
problems, too. I may not 
consider something im-
portant, but that doesn’t 
mean it isn’t important. It 
might be important  
because it feeds (or 
wounds) this other per-
son’s spirit. It might be 
important because I 
don’t understand the full 
dimensions of the prob-
lem. It might be im-
portant because I’m 
simply wrong. 

I’m all for perspective on 
my own problems. It’s 
important for me to 
make decisions about 
what’s urgent, and 
what’s important, and 
what is neither. That 
helps me get through the 
day. 

But for others’ problems: 
They’re all real problems 
until they tell me differ-
ent. 

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: @esanderson   

Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/holycrosshilo  

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Bible Study:  

Genesis 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

J’s Cafe 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

 

February 11 

2 Kings 2:1-12 

Psalm 50:1-6 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Mark 9:2-9 

 

February 18 
Genesis 9:8-17 
Psalm 25:1-10 
1 Peter 3:18-22 

Mark 1:9-15 
 
 

The Pastor’s Corner 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 
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                                          Polo Guisado 

                         (Puerto Rican Chicken Stew) 

  Eating and living Like the World’s Healthiest People 

Yield: 6 servings 

1 free range chicken 
breast, skinned and cut in 
half 

2 free range chicken 
thighs, skinned 

¼ tsp. salt 

¼ tsp. freshly ground 
black pepper 

½ cup all-purpose flour, 
for dredging 

2 tbls extra-virgin olive oil 

1 large yellow or white 
onion, halved and sliced 
into thin half-moons 

3 cups chicken broth 

1 (14 ounce) can diced to-
matoes (about 1 ¾ cup) 

½ cup dry white wine, 
such as chardonnay 

6 medium red-skinned po-
tatoes (about 1 ½ 
pounds), peeled and 
chopped 

3 large carrots, peeled and 
sliced into thin rings 

1 ½ cups shelled fresh 
peas or frozen peas, 
thawed 

1 tsp. dried oregano 

1 tsp. ground cumin 

Finely chopped fresh Ital-
ian flat-cut parsley leaves, 
for garnish 

Lime wedges, for garnish 

Season the chicken 
with salt and pepper. 
Spread the flour on a 
large plate and dredge 
the chicken pieces in 
it, coating them evenly 
and well but shaking 
off any excess flour. 

Warm the oil in a large 
pot or Dutch oven set 
over medium heat. 
Add the onion and 
cook, stirring often, 
until softened, about 4 
minutes. Push the on-
ions to the sides of the 
pot and add the chick-
en pieces. Brown them 
on each side, turning 
once, about 5 minutes. 

Add the broth, toma-
toes, and wine. Stir 
well, raise the heat to 
medium-high, and 
bring to a full simmer, 
scraping up any 
browned bits on the 
inside bottom of the 
pot. Stir in the pota-
toes, carrots, peas, ore-
gano, and cumin. Bring 
back to a simmer, then 
reduce the heat to low 
and simmer very slow-
ly, uncovered, until the 
chicken is tender, 
about 40 minutes. 

Use a slotted spoon to 
transfer the chicken 
pieces to a cutting 
board. Cover the soup 
off the heat to keep 

warm. Cool the chick-
en for few minutes, 
and then tear the meat 
from the bones. 

Divide the chicken 
among 6 serving 
bowls. Using a slotted 
spoon, top the chicken 
with the vegetables 
from the pot. Ladle 
enough broth into each 
bowl to cover the in-
gredients. Garnish 
with parsley and offer 
a lime wedge to 
squeeze the juice over 
each helping. 

Holy Cross 

T-Shirts For Sale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A very limited supply of 
Holy Cross t-shirts are 
available for $8 each.  

Contact the office at 
935-1283 to get yours 
now. 

Going fast! Don't be 
last! 
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"Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you 
had been done in Tyre And Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sack-
cloth and ashes." - Luke 10: 13 
 
          A cruise ship passenger emerged onto the deck. He took a look around at the 
blue ocean and somewhat overcast sky. With a sour expression, he said, "Crappy 
morning."  
          A nearby deckhand, busy with a mop and bucket, replied in a thick Cockney 
accent, "Many a blind man would've given his eye teeth to see what you're seeing, 
governor." 
          There are all sorts of poverty in the world. But perhaps one of poverty's 
worst forms isn't considered poverty at all. It is to become untouchable. To no 
longer be touched or moved by acts and signs of redemption and love.  
          This is surely the greatest curse of entitlement and privilege. All the efforts at 
creating and keeping distance work! You become "untouchable." Not in the usual 
sense of that term. Rather, you can't be touched emotionally, spiritually. You are 
bereft of the capacity for either great joy or godly sorrow.  
          Jesus had some harsh words for people who had stopped noticing, for people 
who weren't awestruck and gracestruck when they had every reason to be. "If the 
deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have  
repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes." 
          "What," asked Annie Dillard, "do we ever know that is higher than that power 
which, from time to time, seizes our lives, and reveals us startlingly to ourselves as 
creatures set down here bewildered? Why does death so catch us by surprise, and 
why love? 
          "We should amass half-dressed in long lines like tribesmen and shake gourds 
at each other, to wake up; instead we watch television and miss the show." 
 
Prayer 
Come Holy Spirit, break me open and make me new. Amen.  

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Tony Robinson, a United Church of Christ minister, is a speaker, teacher, 
and writer. He is the author of many books, including What’s Theology 
Got To Do With It: Convictions, Vitality and the Church. You can read To-
ny's "Weekly Meditation" and "What's Tony Thinking?" at his website, 
www.anthonybrobinson.com.  

http://www.ucc.org/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FWhats-Theology-Got-Do-Convictions%2Fdp%2F1566993202&e=9dd033d073e62b686712b2b771d6b1df&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dd_jan20_18&n=3
http://www.ucc.org/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FWhats-Theology-Got-Do-Convictions%2Fdp%2F1566993202&e=9dd033d073e62b686712b2b771d6b1df&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dd_jan20_18&n=3
http://www.ucc.org/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.anthonybrobinson.com&e=9dd033d073e62b686712b2b771d6b1df&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dd_jan20_18&n=4
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04 Katada, Emi 

06 Maeda, Margaret 

07 Sato, Thelma 

15 Miyake, Richard 

18 Maeda, Blanche 

18 Jack, Lei 

22 Nagami, Tamayo 

22 Suzuki, Clarice 

25 Okabe, Gavin 

28 Kurohara, Martha 

29 Yamane, Jon 

30 Kawahara, Karl 

M a r c h  

04 Yamauchi, Joanne 

05 Palea, Susan 

15 Mathews, Anita 

20 Tanaka, Robert 

24 Daikawa, Mildred 

26 Kodani, Esther 

F e b r u a r y   

February  

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Barbara Iwami,  

Joyce Nakamoto,  

Millie Daikawa,  

Lei Jack &  

Michi Koizumi 

Sunday, February 11 
Lay Reader 

Janet Fujioka 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Else Ushijima 

Sunday, February 18 
Lay Reader 

Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Hats Kamimura 

 

 

Sunday, February 25 
Lay Reader 

Newton Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Theone Albano & Jill Suzuki 

 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo. 

If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word format to 
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by  

February 16, 2018. 



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in 

the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.  

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor: 

Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and Wednesday 

6 to 7 pm.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


