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Six-year old Mace Peng 
brought Dr. Ming Peng 
and Dr. Nalyn Ang to the 
Church of the Holy Cross.   
Mace is in first grade at 
Kaumana Elementary 
School and went to E 
Maka’ala School.  When 
his parents asked him 
where he wanted to go to 
church, he chose us.  He 
didn’t want to come last 
year because E Maka’ala 
students have Chapel 
from Monday through 
Friday and Sunday would 
mean one more day of 
church!   

Ming and Nalyn moved to 
Hilo in 2001 when he 
joined Hawaii Radiologic 
Associates as an inter-
ventional radiologist.  He 
was born in Inglewood, 
California and grew up in 
Palos Verdes.  Nalyn was 
born in Cebu, Philip-
pines, but grew up in 

Bakersfield.  Her fami-
ly now lives in San Die-
go.  They met at medi-
cal school at the Uni-
versity of Southern 
California.  Ming was 
raised Baptist and 
Nalyn raised Method-
ist. 

Having grown up near 
the ocean in California, 
Ming developed a pas-
sion and respect for 
our marine environ-
ment.  He and Nalyn 
became avid SCUBA 
divers and underwater 
photographers.  They 
dived throughout the 
Big Island, the Galapa-
gos, Exmouth, Austral-
ia and South Africa.  
Then, in 2003, Nalyn 
was diagnosed with 
breast cancer.   She un-
derwent treatment 
and with the strong 
support of family and 
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24 Deacons Meeting 

friends in Hilo and the 
mainland, she has 
been in remission 
since 2004. 

Because of her treat-
ment, they were 
doubtful that children 
would be in their fu-
ture.  So when Mace 
(which means “Gift of 
God”) was born in 
2011, Nalyn, a pedia-
trician, sacrificed her 
stethoscope to be his 
full-time mother.  The 
family enjoys swim-
ming, being outdoors, 
music, reading and 
each other’s company.  
Mace enjoys playing 
the piano, swims, eats, 
reads, plays with Legos 
and Star Wars charac-
ters. 

We welcome the Peng 
Family to our ̕ohana! 

Welcome to the Peng Family 
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It’s a funny thing about 
Christmas. We know 
what it’s supposed to 
look like. We know who’s 
supposed to be there. We 
know what everyone is 
supposed to do. It’s sup-
posed to go “as planned.”  

And if it doesn’t, we get 
worried, sad, or upset. 

The shepherds on their 
hillside had less ambi-
tious plans, to be sure, 
but they knew exactly 
how their night was  
going to go. They’d gath-
er their flocks in from 
grazing as evening fell, 
and count them all before 
the light faded. They’d 
prepare their supper, 
probably as a group, 
while one or two made 
sure no sheep wandered 
off (or wolves wandered 
in). They’d agree on who 
went on watch when, and 
those who weren’t on 
guard would lie down, 
gazing up at the stars un-
til their eyelids closed in 
sleep. 

It wasn’t ambitious, but 
they knew how it was 
supposed to go. 

That plan had no place in 
it for the appearance of a 
divine messenger, let 
alone for a crowd of  
angels singing or shout-
ing their praise to God in 
the middle of the night. 
That plan had no place in 
it for a trip into town to 

see a newborn child, or 
to explain their pres-
ence to the weary and 
anxious parents. That 
plan had no place in it 
for their own praises to 
God, or for (most likely) 
re-gathering the sheep 
who had scattered dur-
ing their sojourn in 
Bethlehem. 

When the unexpected 
came, they had to 
change their plan. When 
the unexpected came, 
they had to do some-
thing new. When the  
unexpected came, they 
found themselves  
rejoicing. 

This Christmas, and this 
New Year, I pray that 
God’s unexpected bless-
ings break into your 
“supposed to” and “as 
planned.” I pray that 
God’s gifts of grace and 
love might shake the  
familiar and open up 
the possible. I pray that 
God’s marvelous sur-
prises may summon 
your own songs of joy. 

Mele Kalikimaka!  
Merry Christmas!  
And a Blessed New 
Year! 

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: @esanderson   

Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/holycrosshilo  

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Bible Study:  

Genesis 

No studies on Dec. 24 & 31 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

No studies on Dec. 27 

December 24 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-26 

Romans 16:25-27 

Luke 1:26-38 

 

December 31 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

Psalm 148 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:22-40 

 
 

 

The Pastor’s Corner 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 
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Christmas Service 
December 24th: 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, 10:00 a.m. 

Worship 

Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 p.m. 

Lessons & Carols 

Voices and Hand bells 

Candle Lighting 

Our Giving Tree 2017 
Please bring non-perishable food items and toiletries 
to put under our GIVING TREE located in the back of 
our sanctuary. The food will be given to the Food Bank 
and Hope Services (for the homeless) will be recipients 
of the toiletries. 

 

Thank you for serving those less fortunate in our  
community. 

We know nearly nothing 
about the magi, the “wise 
men” described by the 
Gospel writer Matthew. 
He says they visited the 
Holy Family after Jesus’ 
birth in Jerusalem, com-
ing from “the East,” and 
that they brought gifts. 
We don’t even know how 
many of them there were; 
the “three wise men” of 
our memories come from 
associating one person 
with each gift of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 
Matthew’s Gospel doesn’t 
actually say. 

What we do know is that 
their gifts made a huge 

difference. Warned in a 
dream to flee from the 
violent intent of King 
Herod, the Holy Family 
survived because the 
magi’s presents ena-
bled them to move to 
Egypt. Those gifts pro-
tected their lives. 

Your Christmas gift to 
Church of the Holy 
Cross will go to pre-
serve and enrich life. It 
will support the wor-
ship of God that feeds 
souls. It will further 
the proclamation of 
God’s love that opens 
hearts. It will aid those 
in need of food, cloth-

ing, or shelter, affirm-
ing their humanity. 
And it may also assist a 
refugee family, fleeing 
from war or persecu-
tion, and giving them 
the very same gift of 
life. 

Thank you so much for 
your Christmas offer-
ing. 

Christmas Offering 
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Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

This lovely group of carolers went out on Sunday, December 10th to spread 
Christmas cheer.  The lucky recipients of the Christmas melodies were:  

    Joe Yamauchi 
    Alice Fujimoto 
    Margaret Gota 
    Thelma Sato  
    Dorothy Matsui  
    Emi Katada 
    Blanche Maeda  
    Sachi Yanagihara 
    Chiyoko Nakamura and  
    Masayo Nagao.   

Fun and fellowship followed, thanks to Herbert Watanabe's famous Portuguese 
bean soup.  Thank you also to Kay Kawachika and Eileen Shiraishi for the 
scrumptious desserts.  It was nice to be able to visit with those members who 
are unable to join us in church on Sundays.      

The Rev. Dr. 
Chris S.  
Davies is a 
Connecticut 
native and 
a Cleveland 
transplant 

and a wandering Irish 
Rover at heart.  She loves 
the church deeply, and is 
committed to finding 
ways to continue to bring 
the gospel into the 
world.  She attended 
Smith College for her un-
dergrad work and Ando-
ver Newton for both a 
Masters of Divinity and 

Doctor of Minis-
try.  Chris grew up in 
the United Church of 
Christ, and was bap-
tized and ordained 
within her home con-
gregation in Connecti-
cut.  Chris is a queer 
femme, a local beer en-
thusiast, and a creative 
networker of commu-
nities.  She is passion-
ate about justice and 
Jesus, and is the found-
er and curator of the 
Queer Clergy Trading 
Cards, a project bring-
ing visibility to queer 

clergy, using humor 
and irreverence to 
help change the con-
versation highlighting 
the common awe (and 
absurdities) in faith 
work.  Chris lives in 
Cleveland, OH, where 
she is still seeking 
community and con-
tinuing to learn in faith 
and live justly, serving 
Christ in all things. She 
is currently serving on 
the National Staff of 
the United Church of 
Christ. 

UCC Congregational Support Minister To Preach on January 7th 
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03 Kanahele, Ann 

06 DuPonte, Kyle 

08 Chen, Bill 

08 Nakayama, Kyle 

19 Chu, Newton 

20 Inouye, Grayson 

22 Koizumi, Michi 

22 Kawasaki, Kevin 

27 Suzuki, Wayne 

28 Mukai, Theodora 

30 Iwami, Barbara 

30 Inouye, Vernon 

J a n u a r y  

03 Marshall, Katy 

04 Kawazoe, Janine 

07 Yamada, Martha 

07 Yamaki, Eli 

08 Suzuki, Jill 

13 Fujimoto, Alice 

13 Fukuda, Sachi 

17 Hayashi, Saeko 

18 Yokoyama, Jay 

21 Tadaki, Lynn 

25 Takemoto, Setsuko 

D e c e m b e r  

December 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Newton & Roberta Chu,  

Moira Tanaka &  

Ruth Niino-DuPonte 

Sunday, December 24 
Lay Reader 

Woody Kita 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Cindy Debus 

 

Childcare 
Erin Okuda 

Sunday, December 31 
Lay Reader 

Gloria Kobayashi 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Margaret Torigoe 

 

Childcare 

Cindy Debus 

 

Sunday, January 7 
Lay Reader 

Gloria Kobayashi 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

 

Childcare 
Lois Tanouye 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo. 

If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word format to 
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by  

December 29, 2017 

     

 

 

    

 

November 29 to December 26, 2017 
You may give them to Eileen Shiraishi, Moira 

Tanaka or leave them in the church office. This 
will be used for our Senior Ministry Program. 

 
Sunday School Winter Break 

There will be no Sunday School Classes on  
December 24, 31, & January 7. Students are  

encouraged to come to church and worship with 
their families on those days. Classes resume on  

January 14th  



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in 

the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.  

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor: 

Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and Wednesday 

6 to 7 pm.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


