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C H U R C H  O F  T H E  H O L Y  C R O S S  

O c t o b e r  4 ,  2 0 1 7  

O c t o b e r  

B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  

08 Council Meeting 

22 Deacons Meeting 

22 Stewardship &  

Mission Meeting 

O c t o b e r  

U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

11 Monthly Prayer in 

Pastors Study 

15 General Membership 

Meeting 

29 All Saints Day  

Homecoming Potluck 

Please be sure to come to 
church on Sunday,  
October 15 so that you 
can attend our General 
Membership meeting to 
approve the 2018  
annual budget and to  
accept and elect your  
officers and Board mem-

bers for next year.  All 
members were mailed 
a copy of the 2018 
budget.  Please call the  
office at 935-1283 if 
you didn’t receive a 
copy and it will be 
mailed to you. 

Calling All Church Members! 
October 15th Membership Meeting 

General Membership Meeting 

November 26th, 2017 

The next General Mem-
bership meeting will be 
on November 26, when 
members will be asked 
to approve our involve-
ment as a church in the 
Family Promise pro-
gram.  Your Church 
Council approved our 
church’s participation in 

the program on August 
13.  Teressa Ramsey, 
Regional Director for 
Family Promise, visit-
ed our church on Sun-
day, October 1, and 
gave us a national per-
spective for this suc-
cessful homeless inter-
vention program.   

Board of Stewardship & Mission Proposed Budget 2018 Budget 

Stewardship & Mission Purposes 
Teach Christian values and carry the good news of Christ 
Minister to all people 
Support mission projects in the community and world 
Provide resources to implement our mission 

Our Church’s Wider Mission/HCUCC      $21,750 
Ministering to all people                                                        1,650 
Teaching Christian values and carrying good news of Christ                          1,250 
Support for mission projects in our community and world                                650 
Providing resources to implement our mission/admin                       150 
Ministering to all people (local agencies): 

Food Basket, HIV/AIDS Foundation, Habitat for Humanity,  
Peanut Butter Ministry                                                                                         1,250 

Teaching Christian values/carrying good news: 
Pacific School of Religion & Intervarsity Christian Fellowship at USS    1,250 

Support for mission projects:  Members mission; Community Mission          650  
Board/committee expenses and Stewardship/Mission education                   150 
 J’s Mini-Mart funds special projects which are not regularly budgeted 
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Movie director Woody 
Allen once observed that 
“Showing up is 80 percent 
of life.”  

I think you can make a 
pretty good argument 
that showing up is 100 
percent of ministry. To do 
that, I’m going to need 
your help, so that I can 
“show up” when it’s im-
portant, when it’s help-
ful, and when it’s needed. 
The simple truth is that I 
won’t be there if I don’t 
know where I should be. 

Early in my career, hospi-
tals and nursing homes 
regularly called pastors 
when admitting a new 
patient. Today, they do 
not – in fact, without 
your specific direction, 
they can’t legally give any 
information to anybody 
about you. I think this is 
a good thing, but it does 
make it more difficult to 
know when I should 
show up at the hospital. 

If you’re in the hospital, 
and you’d like me to be 
there, please call. I will 
show up. 

As we make our way 
through the world, sea-
sons of the year and  
seasons of our lives bring 
changes. Some of them 
exult us, and some of 
them sadden us. We may 
have new family mem-
bers, or new honors, or 

new jobs to celebrate; 
we may have deaths to 
mourn, or changed  
living circumstances to 
adapt to, or medical 
concerns to heal from. 

If something is changing 
in your life for good or 
ill, and you’d like me to 
be there, please call. I 
will show up. 

Sadly, there will be 
times when you can’t 
make the call yourself, 
or when the situation 
puts the thought right 
out of your mind. That’s 
all right. These things 
happen. You can ask 
someone else to make 
the call if you’re unable, 
or you can call when it 
occurs to you.  

If something has hap-
pened and you’d like me 
to be there (even if 
you’d have preferred to 
have me there earlier), 
please call. I will show 
up. 

I’ve never been able to 
successfully guess what 
is happening in people’s 
lives aside from talking 
with them. But I do  
answer the telephone 
pretty well. So please 
call. 

I will show up. 

Blessings, 
 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  

Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  

Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: @esanderson  

Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/holycrosshilo  

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Bible Study:  

Revelation 

Sundays, 8:30 a.m. in J’s Café 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

 

October 8 

Genesis 8:20-22, 9:12-17 

Psalm 104:27-33 

Revelation 22:1-5 

Matthew  28:1-10 

 

October 15 
Exodus 17:1-7 

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 
Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:33-46 

 

 

The Pastor’s Corner 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 
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What is Family Promise? 

A Community’s Response to Homelessness 

Family Promise is a 
national network of 
6,000 congregations 
who provide tempo-
rary housing meals 
and support for 
homeless families.  
The national organi-
zation’s mission is:  
 
“To help homeless and 
low-income families 
achieve sustainable 
independence 
through a community
-based response.”   
 
The program began 
in 1986 by Karen  
Olson of New Jersey 
who met, fed and 
helped a homeless 
woman on the street. 
It now has 180,000 
volunteers. 

On Oahu, the pro-
gram began in 2006 
in Kailua, then in 
Honolulu in 2007.  
Their 
www.familypromiseh
awaii.org website 
says that all of their 
program families are 
working and the  
average child’s age is 
5 years old.  Because 
Family Promise  
allows them to save 
money so that they 
can find housing, 
families stay with the 
program for only a 
few months.  Some 
66 congregations  

including Methodists, 
Buddhists, Catholics, 
LDS, and nine of our 
UCC churches are  
either host or support 
churches.  Lori Yama-
shiro, Office Coordina-
tor for our Hawaii Con-
ference and member of 
Nuuanu Congregation-
al Church, will share 
her Family Promise  
experiences with us on 

Sunday, November 19. 

The East Hawaii  
organizational team is 
looking for a commit-
ment from 13 congre-
gations to be host 
sites.  These churches 
would provide a din-
ner and a place to 
sleep for 14-15 people 
or 4-5 families for a 
week, probably four or 
five weeks a year.  
Families arrive at 5 pm 
on Sunday and leave 
the next Sunday.  Dur-
ing the day, they will 
be taken to a Day  
Center, where they can 
shower, cook, study, 
and look for employ-
ment and housing.  
Family Promise pro-
vides the airbeds and 
pumps.  We provide 

the space, meals, and 
fellowship. 

Once our local church-
es agree to participate, 
an Executive Director, 
who would obtain 
grants and manage the 
program, and a Pro-
gram Director to do 
case management and 
procure social  
services, will be hired.  
The annual budget is 
usually around 
$110,000.  We are 
looking at 18-24 
months before we ac-
tually becoming a host 
church. 

What can Church of 
the Holy Cross do?   
Become a host church 
with Family Promise 

A General Membership 
meeting will be held 
on November 26 to ap-
prove our participa-
tion in Family Promise 
as a host church.  Our 
Church Council  
approved this partici-
pation on August 13.  
Information sheets 
about Family Promise 
are available at the 
back of the church.   
Kindly direct your 
questions to members 
of our Deacons, Board 
of Stewardship and Ad 
Hoc Homeless commit-
tee members or Pastor 
Eric and Moderator 
Gloria. 

 

http://www.familypromisehawaii.org
http://www.familypromisehawaii.org
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What’s Happening!  

The Board of Stewardship and Mission 

On Saturday,  
September 16th, our 
Church of the Holy 
Cross team partici-
pated in the annual 
“Walk to End Alzhei-
mer’s” at Liliuokala-
ni Park.   Sue and 
Bob Smith, Connie 
and James Yoshiya-
ma, Barbara Iwami, 
Mary Ann Katayama, 
Gloria Kobayashi, 
Kay Kawachika,  
Eileen Shiraishi, and 
Anne Sadayasu  
represented us well.   
There were 425 par-
ticipants making up 
57 teams which 
raised $53,433.76.  
Monies raised help 
to support the work 
of the Alzheimer’s 
Association in  
Hawaii Island,  
including our Care-
givers Support 
Group which meets 
at our church on the 
2nd Tuesday of each 
month.   Members of 
our church, along 
with Chris Ridley, 
participate in this 
community activity.    
Thank you— we 
raised $2,435.00; the 
third highest 

amount to this worthy 
cause! 
 
Have you noticed the 
work being done to the 
little plot of land back 
by the storage shed in 
the parking lot?    
Woody poisoned the 
area, and the ladies of 
the Gathering Place  
pulled the weeds and 
cleared the soil of the 
tree stump and grass.   
The next step is to 
loosen the existing soil 
and to add more top 
soil so we may start a 
garden for our Blue 
Zones project.   We are 
thinking of planting 
kale, a very healthy 
green vegetable.   If 
gardening is of interest 
to you, please join us 
on Mondays as we 
work on this on-going 
project.  It’s a small 
plot, so we won’t be in 
the sun for too long at 
a time! 
 
As a reminder, while 
we have scheduled  
activities for our Mon-
day gatherings, if you 
are not interested in 
what is scheduled, we 
encourage you to come 

and join in the fellow-
ship.   We have ukulele 
and singing on the first 
Monday of the month, 
and a movie/speaker 
on the second Monday, 
and we always have 
the board games, pick-
le ball, or you may 
bring any handwork 
you are working on.   
Our main thrust is fel-
lowship – get out of 
the house and come 
socialize with us!     
 
On October 2nd, we had 
a potluck and were 
able to see how the 
foods we brought to 
share fit into the 
healthy eating 
scheme.   We also had 
an active discussion 
related to the ideas 
shared in Dan Buett-
ner’s book, “The Blue 
Zones Solution”.   

Hopefully, you will be 
able to find something 
of interest in our Mon-
day sessions in the 
Building of Faith from 
9-noon.  

 
We welcome ALL! 

 

Welcome to Sunday School! 

The school year is 
off to a great start 
and students have 
made it through the 
first quarter!  Here 
at Church of the  
Holy Cross, we are 
blessed to have ded-
icated teachers once 

again working with 
our students. Sunday 
School classes occur 
right after Pastor Eric’s 
Children's Word in 
worship. There are no 
classes on the first 
Sunday of the month, 
however, as this is a 

time for students to 
worship with their 
families and also take 
part in Holy Commun-
ion.  If you know of any 
keiki that would be  
interested, bring them 
along to discover God’s 
teachings with us! 
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05 Yamauchi, Darlene 

09 Kimura, Tricia 

16 Nakayama, Robin 

19 Kamimura, Hatsue 

20 Kobayashi, Raymond 

 Ota, Laura 

24 Gota, Margaret 

 Inouye, Gordon 

29 Tanouye, Lois Jean 

30 Ushijima, Kendal 

N o v e m b e r  

03 Osterwalder, Christine 

06 Hayashi, Wataru 

07 Niino-DuPonte, Ruth 

08 Petrus, Burdon 

09 Sakumoto, Mark 

10 Chen, Christopher 

11 Okuda, Erin 

12 Enomoto, Michiko 

 Nakamoto, Jordan 

 Tanouye, Eric 

14 Kita-Seckman, Jennifer 

17 Ushijima, Andi 

21 Nakamura, Chiyoko 

 Tanaka, Moira 

22 Albano, Theone 

24 Sakaba, Joan 

25 Mortemore, Avis 

26 Miyashiro, Kimiyo 

 Uchima, Lester 

29 Tanouye, Mark 

O c t o b e r  

September 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Ben Masutomi, Reiko  

Masutomi, Sets Takemoto 

& Tammy Nagami 

Sunday, October 8 
Lay Reader 

Molina Rekis 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Bob & Sue Smith 

 

Childcare 
Jeanne Hernandez 

Sunday, October 15 
Lay Reader 

Gloria Kobayashi 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Amy Shiroma &  

Clarice Suzuki 

 

Childcare 

Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

 

Sunday, October 22 
Lay Reader 

Faith Narruhn 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Sakumoto 

 

Childcare 
Malia Mattos 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo. If 

you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word format to 
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by  

October 13, 2017  

May God bless you 

with His boundless 

love, calming peace 

and heavenly joy 

throughout the  

coming year. 

 

Happy Birthday, 

Children of God! 



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays 3:00 pm, Building of Faith 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in 

the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.  

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor: 

Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and Wednesday 

6 to 7 pm.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


