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response we are going to 
need everyone’s support 
now and throughout the 
next several years.” 

You can support the UCC 
effort with an online gift 
now; the simplest way to 
find the giving form is to 
start at ucc.org/disaster. 
We will collect a special 
offering during worship 
on Sunday, September 
3rd, and Sunday, Septem-
ber 10th. You can also 
send gifts to the office; 
note that they are for 
Hurricane Harvey relief. 

As Acting Hawai’i Confer-
ence Minister  Iese Tu-
uaa says:  

“In times like this and 
through our generous 

Church of the Holy Cross 
will join with UCC 
churches throughout the 
US in offering aid to the 
thousands who have 
been displaced, injured, 
or impoverished by the 
floods of Hurricane Har-
vey. Zach Wolgemuth, 
Executive for UCC Disas-
ter Ministries, believes 
recovery will take at 
least five years. “UCC 
Disaster Ministries has 
always walked with the 
communities for the  
duration,” he said, 
“focusing on holistic 
community recovery for 
the most vulnerable by 
filling gaps in services 
and helping rebuild 
house and home. In  
order to carry out such a 

Let’s Help Those Who’ve Suffered from Hurricane Harvey 

gifts we show not only 
our care for one anoth-
er, but also the healing 
and helping hand of 
God who is ‘our refuge 
and strength, a very 
present help in  
trouble’ (Psalm 46:1).” 

Faith Voices for Justice 

Holding signs reading 
“Kindness not hate,” 
“Justice for all,” and 
“Racism is evil,” fifteen 
members of our Church 
joined Pastor Eric An-
derson and people from 
other faiths at a Faith 
Voices for Justice Rally 
on Monday, August 28, 
from 4 to 5 p.m. on 
Kamehameha Avenue 
near the corner of 
Pauahi Street.   Mem-
bers from Hilo Coast 
UCC, First United 
Protestant UCC, Hilo 
Methodist, Christ Lu-

theran Churches, Unitari-
an Universalists of Puna, 
Open Arms MCC, Hilo 
Honpa Hongwanji, Puna 
Hongwanji, Amida Ha-
wai’i, and other Inter-
faith Council representa-
tives took a stand for 
peace and justice. There 
were fifteen from Church 
of the Holy Cross. 

An unexpected develop-
ment at this rally was the 
presence of James Bor-
den and his Yahweh Lin-
coln Park ministry, which 
opposes abortion, Mus-
lims, and interfaith com-

munity.  He used his 
bull-horn to condemn 
us as “murderers who 
are going to hell,” and 
heaped derisive com-
ments about our own 
Pastor Eric.  Borden 
continuously called 
out Eric hoping for a 
confrontation.  We did 
not respond. 

“Let us hold fast to our 
commitment to a faith 
of love and compass- 
sion, even when harsh 
voices are raised to op- 
pose us,”   
     (continued on page 3)  

 
   



P a g e  2  

Sometimes following  
Jesus is hard. Darn it. 

A few days ago I wrote 
these words to encour-
age people to turn out on 
Monday, August 28th, and 
bear witness for racial 
justice:  

“We repudiate the voices 
of race supremacy and 
segregation. We declare 
that a blessed society is 
one that nurtures all  
people, not just some. We 
raise our voices for  
justice throughout the 
land, and we raise our 
voices to oppose those 
who would privilege 
themselves at the  
expense of others.”  

Despite my awareness 
that we were demon-
strating precisely  
because white supremacy 
has been marching open-
ly in the nation, I utterly 
failed to anticipate oppo-
sition to our interfaith 
gathering to stand along 
a sidewalk and hold signs 
testifying to love and  
justice. But something in 
those words above  
provoked a reaction. 

And now following Jesus 
is hard. Darn it. 

It’s hard to keep my focus 
on the goal – a just and 
loving community – and 
off my fears and anger. 

It’s harder still to sum-
mon compassion for 
those who challenged 
us when I imagine them 
linking their protests to 
power. I find it much 
easier to pray for those 
persecuting me than I 
do to pray for those who 
might persecute you. 

Following Jesus is hard. 
Darn it. 

This is why we are a 
Church, however. We 
don’t have to do all this 
hard stuff, this following 
of Jesus when it’s diffi-
cult, by ourselves. I’m 
going to need your help 
to summon that com-
passion and those  
prayers. Encourage me, 
please, when I falter! I’ll 
do the best I can for you, 
too. 

Because following Jesus 
is hard. Christ, bless us, 
and help us love! 

Amen. 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  

Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  

Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: @esanderson  

Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/holycrosshilo  

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Bible Study:  

Revelation 

Sundays, 8:30 a.m. in J’s Café 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

 

September 10 

Genesis 3:14-19; 4:8-16 

Psalm 139:7-12 

Romans 5:12-17 

Matthew  12:38-40 

 

September 17 
Exodus 14:19-31 

Psalm 114 
Romans 14:1-12 
Matthew 18:21-35 

 

 

The Pastor’s Corner 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 
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Suicide TALK 
Sunday, September 17, 2017 

 This will be a guided 
conversation to learn 
more about suicide 
and how we can  
prevent it. 

We will: 

·         Examine why 
people experience 
thoughts of suicide  

·         Encourage open 
discussion about  
suicide and attitudes 
toward it 

·         Explore ways 
people can help to pre-
vent suicide 

 Our goal is to help 
make it easier to have 
an open and honest 
talk about suicide,  
reduce the stigma and 
taboo surrounding sui-
cide, and to facilitate 
community awareness 
of suicide as a serious 
community health 
problem. 

 Our presenter is Rev. 
Larry Walter.  Rev.  
Walter is well known 
to us through his past 
visits to our church as 
guest minister.   

Rev. Walter will be 
with us as a Living-
Works Instructor and 
trainer. 

We will meet following 
worship.  Everyone is 
invited! 

On Saturday, Septem-
ber 16th, a Church of 
the Holy Cross team 
will be participating 
in the annual “Walk to 
End Alzheimers”.  We 
invite anyone inter-
ested in walking to 
join us.   Registration 
starts at 7 am, open-
ing ceremony at 8 and 
then the official start 
of the walk.   It will be 
at Lilioukalani Gar-
den, 2 times around 
the perimeter of the 
Garden at your own 
pace.  Those who 
raise $100 or more 
will get a t-shirt.   We 
will meet at church 
upper parking lot at 7 
am to pool rides to 

the Garden. 
 We have been 
participating in this 
Walk for several years 
now, and have been 
honored in the past for 
raising funds to help 
the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation provide ser-
vices for Big Island 
residents.   Chris  
Ridley works with our 
Caregivers Support 
Group that meets at 
our church on the 2nd 
Tuesday of each 
month. 
 If you are unable 
to join us for the Walk, 
we encourage you to 
help support our team 
by making donations 
to the “Alzheimer’s As-

sociation”, a non-profit 
organization, and giv-
ing your gift to one of 
our walkers.   Some of 
those walking are Pas-
tor Eric, Eileen, Con-
nie, James, Barbara, 
Mary Ann, Kay, Gloria, 
and Anne. 
 Registration 
forms, donation forms 
for those using credit 
cards, and contribu-
tion tracking forms are 
available in the back of 
the sanctuary.    If you 
have any questions, 
please see Anne and 
let Anne know if you 
are planning to walk.     
Thank you for your 
support! 

Pastor Eric advises. 
“Let us hold these 
people in prayers as 
earnest and fervent 
as those we raise for 
our nearest and dear-
est.” 

The demonstration 
ended with a peaceful 
benediction by Rimban 
Nishiyama of Honpa 
Hongwanji and all of 
us linking arms togeth-
er.  Our Church has 

taken a stand for jus-
tice.  Our Pastor, our 
church and our Hilo 
community request 
your prayers for peace. 

Faith Voices for Justice 

Continued from page 1 
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Give Aloha, Foodland's 
Annual Community 
Matching Gifts Pro-
gram, was created to 
honor Foodland’s 
founder, Maurice J. 
"Sully" Sullivan, and 
continue his legacy of 
giving back to the com-
munity. Each year, dur-
ing Sept.1 – 30 at all 
Foodland and Sack N 
Save stores, customers 
are encouraged to make 
a donation at checkout 
to their favorite Hawaii 
non-profit organization. 
This year, Foodland and 

the Western Union 
Foundation will match 
each donation with 
more than $300,000 for 
all organizations com-
bined. Since the pro-
gram total of more than 
$27.3 million has been 
raised for Hawaii’s 
charities. 

How It Works: 

During September, Mai-
ka`i members are invit-
ed to make donations 
up to $249 to their  
favorite participating 
Hawaii non-profit or-
ganizations at check-

out. Donations to each  
organization are 
tracked, and 
Foodland’s matching 
gift is divided propor-
tionately among all 
participating organiza-
tions based on custom-
er donations to the or-
ganizations. 
Organizations receive 
customer donations to 
their organization and 
Foodland’s matching 
gift by Oct. 31. 

Sermon Recordings Now Available on the Church Website 

We have posted the text 
of Pastor Eric’s sermons 
on the church website at 
holycrosshilo.com for 
some time now, but in 
August we added a re-
cording of the sermons 
as well. They’re actually 
uploaded as videos, but 

for now you will see a 
photo of the church or 
of Pastor Eric while lis-
tening. 

If you’re unable to  
attend church for any 
reason, we invite you 
to read or listen. Don’t 
be too surprised if the 

written text and the 
spoken sermon differ! 
Pastor Eric improvises 
occasionally.  

Visit holycrosshilo.com 
and from the drop-
down menu under  
Pastor’s Corner, select 
Sermons.  

https://www.foodland.com/files/give_aloha_organizations_brochure_2016.pdf
https://www.foodland.com/files/give_aloha_organizations_brochure_2016.pdf
https://www.foodland.com/files/give_aloha_organizations_brochure_2016.pdf
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01 Masutomi, Reiko 

03 Tanita, Miyoko 

05 Tadaki, Gary 

08 Johnson, Rhonda E. 

09 Mishina, Faith 

 Uchima, Mildred 

12 Yoshiyama, James 

12 Debus, Cynthia 

13 Katayama, Mary Ann 

14 Okabe, Jolie 

18 Kusinski, Joy 

19 Chin, John 

21 Kondo, Jennie 

 Matsui, Dorothy 

 Tanouye, Lolita 

22 Mathews, Travis 

24 Nakamura, Greg 

25 Torigoe, Margaret 

 Robert, Sabrino 

28 Okada, Irene 

29 Masutomi, Benjamin 

 Lum, Crista 

30 Miyake, Shirley 

S e p t e m b e r  

03 Osterwalder, Christine 

06 Hayashi, Wataru 

07 Niino-DuPonte, Ruth 

08 Petrus, Burdon 

09 Sakumoto, Mark 

10 Chen, Christopher 

11 Okuda, Erin 

12 Enomoto, Michiko 

 Nakamoto, Jordan 

 Tanouye, Eric 

14 Kita-Seckman, Jennifer 

17 Ushijima, Andi 

21 Nakamura, Chiyoko 

 Tanaka, Moira 

22 Albano, Theone 

24 Sakaba, Joan 

25 Mortemore, Avis 

26 Miyashiro, Kimiyo 

 Uchima, Lester 

29 Tanouye, Mark 

O c t o b e r  

September 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Charity Mori, Anita  

Matthews, Joyce Nakamoto 

& Millie Daikawa 

Sunday, September 10 
Lay Reader 

Stefan Tanouye 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Joyce Nakamoto 

 

Childcare 
Carol Morioka 

Sunday, September 17 
Lay Reader 

Latai Loa 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Karl Kawahara &  

Moira Tanaka 

 

Childcare 

Moira Tanaka 

 

Sunday, September 24 
Lay Reader 

Anne Sadayasu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Lillian & Eric Tanouye, & 

Kyle Nakayama Family 

 

Childcare 
Lolita Tanouye 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo. If 

you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word format to 
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by  

September 15, 2017  



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays 3:00 pm, Building of Faith 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in 

the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.  

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor: 

Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and Wednesday 

6 to 7 pm.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


