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Mission & Vision Statement of the UCC
What are the Mission
and Vision Statements of
the UCC?
Last fall, the United
Church of Christ Board
approved statements describing the purpose, vision, and mission of the
denomination. May they
give us guidance and inspiration for our work
as the Church here in
Hilo!
The UCC purpose statement comes from the

Gospel of Matthew: To
love God with all our
heart, mind, soul, and
strength and our neighbor as ourselves.
The vision: United in
Christ's love, a just
world for all.
And the Mission statement: United in Spirit
and inspired by God's
grace, we welcome all,
love all, and seek justice
for all.

August
Upcoming Dates
27

J’s Mini Mart

August
Board Meetings
27 Budget Committee
Meeting
27 Deacons Meeting

Annual Membership Meeting
Our annual general
membership meeting
to elect officers and
board members for
2018 as well as to
approve the 2018
church budget will be
held after service on
Sunday, October 15.
The Nominating Committee is seeking persons who are willing to
serve on the Board of
Deacons, Trustees,

Christian Education and
Stewardship and Mission. Please consider
serving or let us know of
someone who could be
approached to serve.
Woody Kita is the chairperson.
In preparing the 2018
budget, the Council is reviewing the Church’s
Mission statement and
encourages each Board

Monthly Prayer Time
Have you concerns on
your heart to lift in
prayer? We will begin
a monthly prayer
group gathering on
Wednesday, September 6th, from 9 a.m. to
9:30 a.m. We will
gather in the Pastor’s

Study before the 9:30
a.m. Bible Study the
first Monday of each
month. We can expand
this if there is interest.

to use it as their guide
in determining anticipated expenses for
next year. Headed by
Eric Tanouye, the
Budget Committee is
close to completing
their work. After the
budget is approved,
each Board will share
with the congregation
how budget items help
us be the Church in
our world today.
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The Pastor’s Corner
Rev. Eric S. Anderson

Within the space of a few
minutes this morning, I
got to feel like I’d been
born yesterday and like I
was born at the dawn of
time.

Aging offers the possibility (not, alas, the
assurance) of deepening
wisdom. I do not
discount the wisdom of
the young, not for a
moment (Jesus, after all,
That’s not entirely
was twenty-one years
unusual.
younger than I at the
I learned a new abbrevia- close of his ministry)!
tion (Did you know that
There is no substitute
some people use “ISO” to for time, though, to
mean “In Search Of”? I
accumulate new learndidn’t), which had me
ings, refine earlier
feeling like the rawest
understandings, and
new learner on the
nurture the wellsprings
planet. Simultaneously,
of enlightenment. I hope
not knowing it put me in to be wise when I die!
the ranks of the folks
Be young, my friends,
who say, “Oh, dear, I’ve
grown out of touch,” a lot. and be aging: young in
At this time of my life, it’s wonder, and old in wisdom.
odd how many new
things I learn make me
I’ll try to catch up.
feel both of these things: Blessings,
a babe in a new world,
and an elder with more
connections to the past
Pastor Eric
than the present.
To be honest, I’m glad to
have a foot in both
camps.
Among youth’s blessings,
I think, is a deep capacity
for wonder, and wonder
is a wellspring of joy. I
hope I never lose a sense
of amazement to see the
blue sky, or feel the rain,
or smell the flowers. As
far as wonder is concerned, I intend to be
young until I die.

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:


Deep questions



Surprising wisdom



Unforgettable stories



Seeds of thought



Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study:
Naked Before God

Sundays, 8:30 am in J’s Café
Follow the Lectionary
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in
The Pastor’s Study:

August 20
Genesis 45:1-15
Psalm 133
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15:10-28

August 27
Exodus 1:8-2:10
Psalm 124
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283
Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com
Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter: @esanderson
Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/holycrosshilo
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Anpan Man!
Winner of the Summer Judo Tournament

Anpan Man is the
winner of our Summer
Judo Tournament held
during our annual
church picnic. Attendees to our church
picnic on August 6th
enjoyed a bento lunch,
watermelon, shaved
ice and lots of prizes
with bingo and other
games.

gift cards and prizes to
our bingo game.
Thank you for generously donating every
year. We want to thank
you for your contributions.
Hope everyone enjoyed our picnic and
had a good time.

Thank you to all of
you who worked hard
preparing the bento
lunches and helping
with setting up the
various games and
other activities. Without your help, we
would not have a successful picnic.
A huge mahalo to all
of you who donated

Welcome Back Sunday Schoolers!
Here’s hoping that all
of our students had a
wonderful summer vacation! As you are now
adjusting to the new
school year, we’d like
to welcome you back
to Sunday School as
well. We have Pre-6th
grade classes with Nite
Roberts and Faith Narruhn, Amy Yamaki or
Joyce Nakamoto. The
intermediate and high

school class is taught
by James Yoshiyama.
Evonne Shioshita is
our child care coordinator and Eileen
Shiraishi sits in with
the older class. Students begin worship
with their families and
are then excused after
time with Pastor Eric.
On the first Sunday of
the month there will
be no Sunday School

as we encourage all
students to participate
in the worship service
with their families in
the sanctuary. We
would also like to include all students to
participate in Communion. Here’s looking
forward to another
great school year!

In Gratefulness...
The Church of the
Holy Cross Women’s
Fellowship thanks all
who shared your love
and resources with
those who have special financial needs
through your recent

donations to the FAMILY THANK OFFERING.
A total of $1,470.00
has been received and
will be forwarded to
the Women’s Board of
Missions for the Pacific
Islands.

Mahalo from the CHC
Women’s Fellowship
“Truly I tell you, just
as you did it to one of
the least of these
who are members of
my family, you did it
to me.” Matthew 25:40

Registration starts at 7 a.m., the walk starts at 8 a.m. at Liliuokalani Park. Join
our Church of the Holy Cross team in this community activity to support those
suffering from dementia. You may walk with us, or make a donation and give it
to someone walking. Stay tuned for more information!

Reflections of General Synod 2017
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Contributed by Sue Smith

I was excited and
blessed to be able to represent Hawaii Island Association as one of our
two delegates to the biannual synod held this
year in Baltimore, Maryland. Hawaii Conference
sent 11 delegates: two
delegates from each of
the 4 associations, two
youth delegates, one
AHEC representative and
two associate delegates,
our conference minister
and the chair of the conference council.
The purpose of the
synod was to bring together members of the
United Church of Christ
for formal church witness, inspirational worship, and fellowship with
friends. Together, we discussed and discern various resolutions of witness, church structure,
and function.
The gathering was
people of all ethnicities,
orientations, different
levels of ableness and
ages. The air was filled
with the energy of people dedicated to following Christ and living daily the challenges and
joys of that life. The air
cracked with this energy
as we attended workshops on current justice
issues and actions. I attended the workshop
given by Rev. William
Barber, founder of Moral
Mondays. Dr. Barber
presented his approach

on how to bring about
change. The room was
filled to capacity as he
called out the problems and outlined
what we, as followers
of Christ, not only can
do but must do to
bring justice for those
in distress. I saved a
recording of his
speech; if you are interested please contact
me.
Each voting delegate was assigned one
or more of the resolutions that were to be
presented to the body
for a vote. Each resolution had a session on
the what, why and
how. Following were
sessions where we discussed, accepted,
altered or changed the
resolution to be presented to the full assembly. Each resolution had to pass out of
committee before the
vote in the general assembly. All resolutions
over the course of the
week were presented
in one of the plenary
sessions. There were
speakers for, against,
and those wanting
more information. After discussion a vote
was taken. Two of the
justice resolutions did
not pass the general
vote. All procedural
resolutions passed.
Days were full with
education sessions,
workshops, plenary
meetings, and worship. A wonderful variety of preaching styles,

music and general
worship made worship
a highlight of the day.
Another important
event was the election
of the Rev. Traci Blackmon to be the Minister
for Justice and Witness. She was elected
with 97% of the votes.
She is a woman of
courage, faith, and
strong commitment to
justice. We are blessed
to have her on staff
and as a role model. I
have her acceptance
speech recorded if you
would like to hear it
see me.
I participated in a
march and demonstration to the Maryland
ICE (Immigration Customs Enforcement)
building a few blocks
from the convention
center. Rev Traci Backmon and Rev John
Dorhauer ( General
Minister and President) both spoke in
support of a family
torn apart after being
in the county for 20
years.
I left the synod with
the thought, “What if
our state and federal
legislatures looked like
the make up the synod” – what an inclusive, respectful, cooperative, joyful, caring
nation we could be.

Page 5

Birthday Blessings!
August
01 Ikeda, Gavin
Yoshiyama, Connie

September
01 Masutomi, Reiko
03 Tanita, Miyoko

02 Tanouye, Stefan

05 Tadaki, Gary

09 Taniguchi, Lisbeth

08 Johnson, Rhonda E.

10 Hoota, Shelby

09 Mishina, Faith

Nada, David

Uchima, Mildred

18 Torigoe, Edgar

12 Yoshiyama, James

19 Dodo Beverly

12 Debus, Cynthia

22 Smith, G. Bob

13 Katayama, Mary Ann

27 Kurohara, Randall

14 Okabe, Jolie

Shiraishi, Eileen

18 Kusinski, Joy

Shiroma, Amy

19 Chin, John

28 Sadayasu, Anne
29 Okabe, Merle
Watanabe, Herbert

21 Kondo, Jennie
Matsui, Dorothy
Tanouye, Lolita
22 Mathews, Travis

Launching a
Community Sing
Beginning on September 8th, come to the
church sanctuary at 6
pm twice a month for an
hour of community
singing. If you have a
song to share, please
bring it, or just bring
the title (and we'll do
the best we can). We're
open to singing anything you'd like to sing,
and if the musicians on
hand don't know it,
we'll just sing together
with voices alone.
We're beginning this

24 Nakamura, Greg
25 Torigoe, Margaret
Robert, Sabrino

August
VOLUNTEERS
USHERS

Kay Kawachika,
Newton Chu, &
Margaret Torigoe

Sunday, August 20
Lay Reader
Biff Kennedy
Chapel Decoration
Herbert Watanabe
Childcare
Eric Tanouye

Sunday, August 27
Lay Reader
John Narruhn
Chapel Decoration
Carol Morioka
Childcare
Anne Sadayasu

28 Okada, Irene
29 Masutomi, Benjamin
Lum, Crista
30 Miyake, Shirley

Sunday, September 3
Lay Reader
Ruth Niino-DuPonte
Chapel Decoration
Katada & Tadaki Families

twice monthly, on the
second and fourth
Fridays. If we get more
interest, we'll hold it
more often. Come add
your voice!

Childcare
Eileen Shiraishi

The Messenger
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo. If
you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word format to
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by
September 1, 2017

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith.
Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays 3:00 pm, Building of Faith
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith.

Other Congregations Worshiping Here

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in
the Building of Faith Meeting Room.

Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.

Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,
Meeting Room

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor:
Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and Wednesday
6 to 7 pm.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room.

