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27 Sr. Ministry 

chanteys from the 
Age of Sail, folk songs 
of the British Isles, 
contemporary acous-
tic numbers from 
John McCutcheon and 
Stan Rogers, and 
more recently some 
sounds of the Hawai-
ian Islands.  

Be prepared to sing 
along! Eric and Paul 
believe that the best 
way to share music is 
to sing it together. 

There is no admission 
charge to enter and 
no training required 
to sing. Let the music 
play! 

Church of the Holy 
Cross is located at 
440 W. Lanikaula St. 

The folk/acoustic 
duo Boys in Hats will 
perform once again 
at Church of the Holy 
Cross on Friday even-
ing, July 28th, at 7:30 
pm. They’ll bring 
their irrepressible 
humor, their close 
harmony and back-
and-forth counter-
point, and, of course, 
their distinctive facial 
hair and hats. 

Eric Anderson and 
Paul Bryant-Smith 
have sung together 
for over twenty years 
without letting age 
mature them very 
much. An evening 
with them may  
include original 
songs, traditional sea 

Boys in Hats Return to Hilo! 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

in Hilo. A congrega-
tion of the United 
Church of Christ, it 
is dedicated to  
lifting hearts and 
serving needs in the 
community. 
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It doesn’t take much to 
do it. I barely have to  
remember what day it is 
– my phone reminds me. 
All I have to do is put on 
the right shirt, take a  
picture, and share it out 
via social media. And 
that’s all there is to 
#ThursdaysInBlack. 

I’ve written and spoken 
about this before: It’s an 
effort to raise awareness 
of sexual and gender-
based violence with the 
aim of preventing it. It’s 
hard to make it simpler: 
Wear black. Say why. 
That’s it. 

So I’ve caught myself 
wondering, more than 
once, if it makes any  
difference at all.  

Violence, after all, is an 
enormous issue and a 
global problem. Gender-
based violence is as close 
as (perhaps) the next 
house, and includes the 
victims of human traf-
ficking. Rape wounds the 
whole person, and 
wounds far too many 
persons around the 
world. So what difference 
does it make that I wear 
black once a week? It’s 
too small a thing. 

At the ‘Aha Pae’aina in 
June, however, a col-
league stepped up to me 
as the meeting closed. 
We’re still new friends to 

each other, and we each 
told the other how sorry 
we’d been not to have 
time to talk. 

And then she paused, 
and said, “Thank you.” 
She paused again, and 
said, “Thank you for 
wearing black every 
Thursday.” She stopped 
again and continued, “It 
means so much.” 

It is a small thing in this 
enormous world, no 
doubt. To at least one, it 
is not a small thing at 
all. And that, for me, is 
enough. You’ll find me 
in black next Thursday 
for sure. 

I’m sure there are small 
things you do – from 
time to time, once a 
week, every day? – that 
mean the world to 
somebody. I’m sure 
there are small things 
you do that seem pretty 
unimportant to you, but 
say, “Aloha au ia  ‘oe,” to 
someone else. I’m sure 
there are small things 
you do that are wonder-
ful enough to someone 
to restore their faith in 
the world. 

All I have to say is: Keep 
it up, friends. Keep it up. 
Let the world be blessed 
in us! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  

Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  

Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: @esanderson  

Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/holycrosshilo  

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Bible Study:  

Naked Before God 

Sundays, 8:30 am in J’s Café 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

 

July 23 

Genesis 28:10-19a 

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 

Romans 8:12-25 

Matthew  13:24-30, 36-43 

 

July 30 
Genesis 29:15-28 

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 
Romans 8:26-39 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 

 

The Pastor’s Corner 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 
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 Family Thank Offering 

Dedication of Offering  July 23, 2017 

The FAMILY THANK 
OFFERING fosters 
hope, gives encourage-
ment and instills 
thankfulness in the 
hearts of those who are 
recipients of this  
outreach ministry. The 
Church of the Holy 
Cross Women’s Fellow-
ship, in partnership 
with the Woman’s 
Board of Missions of 
the Pacific Islands,  
supports this ministry 
which gives emergency 
financial assistance to 
those whose requests 
are approved as a one-
time mission grant by 
the Woman’s Board 
Family Thank Offering 
Committee. 

Disbursements are 
made throughout the 
year. In past years,  

recipients have been:  

 survivors of domes-
tic violence;  

 single mothers 
faced with medical 
and dental bills for 
their children;  

 persons who need 
assistance in paying 
their rent;  

 families who need 
help with medical 
treatment for  
cancer and other 
medical needs;  

 persons who are 
temporarily  
between jobs. 

The list is long  and aid 
has been extended to 
all the islands through-
out the State of Hawaii. 

A Special FTO  
envelope is being  

included in this news-
letter on July 19th.  

Just a reminder: 
checks should be made 
out to the Church of the 
Holy Cross with the  
notation: for FAMILY 
THANK OFFERING. If 
you are unable to  
attend church on  
Sunday, July 23rd, you 
may mail your dona-
tion to the church.  
Extra FTO envelopes 
will also be placed on 
the table near the  
entrance of the sanctu-
ary. 

Thank you for your 
faithfulness and for 
blessing those with 
special monetary 
needs. 

--CHC Women’s  
Fellowship 

 

You may have heard on 
the news and read in 
newspaper of the trag-
ic fire at the Marco  
Polo high-rise condo-
minium in Honolulu. 
According to the news, 
three lives were lost, 
and at least 12 people 
were injured, including 
one firefighter in seri-
ous condition. Among 
the three people who 
lost their lives were 
the Rev. Phil Reller’s 
mother, Melba Jeannie 
Dilley and his brother 
Britt. The Rev. Phil  
Reller is the pastor of 
Pearl City Community 
Church and his wife, 
the Rev. Trina Zelle, is 
the interim pastor of 
Manoa Valley Church.  

I called Phil today and 
offered to him and to 
his family words of 
comfort, love, prayers 
and support on behalf 
of the Hawaii Confer-
ence, United Church of 
Christ. I told him that 
there are things in life 
that we do not under-
stand why it hap-
pened, however, one 
thing we know for sure 
is the reality that God 
loves us especially in 
situations where our 
faith is tested and 
when, as in this partic-
ular tragedy, lives are 
lost.  

As we prepare for  
worship, may I ask you 
and your congrega-

tions to please remem-
ber the families of 
those who were lost in 
this fire, and those who 
were injured, especial-
ly the family of the Rev. 
Phil Reller, in your 
thoughts and prayers. 
God’s Word tells us, 
“The Lord is good, a 
refuge in times of trou-
ble. He cares for those 
who trust in him.” And, 
“The Lord is near to all 
who call on him, to all 
who call on him in 
truth.” 

Mahalo nui loa. 

Iese Tuuao 
Acting Conference  
Minister 

 

 Prayer Request 
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Mahalo to Church of the Holy Cross 

Blood Bank of Hawaii 

Church of the Holy Cross Answers the Call 

Once again, members 
and friends of Church of 
the Holy Cross have  
successfully answered 
the call to provide  
refreshments and man 
power at the Blood Bank 
of Hawaii donor drive 
held this past Monday, 
July 17th, 2017.  

 You said, “Yes. I can 
come and help.” And 
you did.  

 You said, “Yes. I can 
donate food and 
snacks.” And you did.  

 You said, “Yes. I can 
donate monies.” And 
you did.  

The Deacons of  
Church of the Holy 
Cross wish to express 
their deepest appreci-
ation and admiration 
to all of you who  
generously supported 
the Blood Bank of  
Hawaii on Monday. 

You gave your time, 
wisdom, love and  
compassion to the 
Blood Bank of Hawaii 
and to our beloved 
community.   

Mahalo nui loa! Job 
well done.  

Thank you for answer-
ing the call to serve.  

No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s 
friends. –John 15:13 
(NRSV) 
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01 Miyahira, Michael 

 Sagawa, Ryan 

05 Kondo, Sueo 

09 Kawazoe, Jane 

10 Saito, Amy 

11 Yoshimasu, Ethel 

13 Okabe, Wilfred 

17 Murai, Jacqueline 

19 Jack, Grillena 

21 Miyazono, Florence 

23 Anderson, Eric 

25 Mishina, Reynold 

27 Ranario, Mila Joy 

29 Inouye, Mieke 

30 Fujioka, Janet 

 Kobayashi, Gloria 

J u l y  

01 Ikeda, Gavin 

 Yoshiyama, Connie 

02 Tanouye, Stefan 

09 Taniguchi, Lisbeth 

10 Hoota, Shelby 

 Nada, David 

18 Torigoe, Edgar 

19 Dodo Beverly 

22 Smith, G. Bob 

27 Kurohara, Randall 

 Shiraishi, Eileen 

 Shiroma, Amy 

28 Sadayasu, Anne 

29 Okabe, Merle 

 Watanabe, Herbert 

A u g u s t  

July 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

James & Connie Yoshiyama, 

Carolyn Lum-Belleum & 

Carol Morioka 

Sunday, July 23 
Lay Reader 

Gloria Kobayashi 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Grayson Inouye Family 

 

Childcare 
Ruth Niino-DuPonte 

Sunday, July 30 
Lay Reader 

Jean Pierre Thoma 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Laura Ota 

 

Childcare 

Molina Pitiol 

Sunday, August 6 
Lay Reader 

Barbara Iwami 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Anne Sadayasu 

 

Childcare 
Roberta Chu 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy 
Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via 
email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by  

July 28, 2017  

Sr. Ministry 

Thursday, July 27, 2017 

10 a.m. to 12 noon 

Church of the Holy Cross delegate Sue Smith will 

share her experiences and reflections of the General 

Synod held in Baltimore, Maryland, from June 30 to 

July 4, 2017.  You are invited! 



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays 3:00 pm, Building of Faith 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in 

the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.  

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor: 

Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and Wednesday 

6 to 7 pm.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


