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The Board of Stewardship and Mission,
Actively Serving Our Community
A huge mahalo for all of
the rubber slippers
donated for our elementary school children in
Hilo. We collected
more than 124 pairs and
they are being shared at
Chiefess Kapiolani, Hilo
Union, Waiakeawaena,

Waiakea, and Keaukaha
Elementary Schools. A
fifth school was added
as we exceeded our goal
of 60 pairs!
Thank you, too, for
your generous contributions of completing 10
“Housewarming Bath
Kits” to be distributed
by the Neighborhood
Place of Puna to homeless families as they
prepare to move into
housing units. Our
signup lists and the
actual items are coming
in steadily and we
should be able to fill our
baskets. Whatever is
needed to complete the
kits will be purchased
by the Board using
funds contributed for

the project and funds
raised from J’s MiniMart and HI-5 recycle
collections. We will
dedicate the kits during
our worship service on
Mother’s Day.
Our next project
will be after worship at
11:30 am in the Building of Faith on Sunday,
May 21st. It will be a
presentation by the
Community First Hawaii organization on
“Advance Health Care
Directives”. This
presentation by Anthony Kent, Charlene
Iboshi, and Amy
Hamane will focus on
helping us think about
who we would like to
designate as the Health
Care Power of Attorney,
known as the “Agent”
who would be responsible for making end-oflife health care decisions if we are unable to
speak for ourselves because of an illness or
accident. If you already
have an Advance Health
Care Directive (also
known as a Living Will),
the presentation will
help you learn how to
review it to be sure it
meets your current
needs. Their goal is to
help us complete an
Advance Health Care
Directive, if we feel
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ready to do so. This is
a free session and does
not require an attorney. “An Advance
Health Care Directive”
is an important gift to
your loved ones so
they won’t have to
guess what you want if
you no longer can
speak for yourself.
A sign up sheet
is available on the bulletin board; we would
like to have at least a
dozen people attend.
If you are unable to
sign up in person,
please call Momi (935
-1283) to have her
sign you up. Invite
your family and loved
ones to come with you
to learn about this important topic. If you
have any questions,
(continued on page 3)
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The Pastor’s Corner
Rev. Eric S. Anderson

I have my own sense of
the flow of time – at
times (at times – you see
what I did there) it seems
positively unique.
As, for example, my
puzzlement when the
anniversary of my arrival
as your pastor came
around. It didn’t feel like
it had been a year.
That was a different feeling from my usual sense
of “how long I’ve lived
here.” There are times
when I feel like I just
stepped off the airplane,
and other times when I
feel like I’ve lived here
for years. At one moment
everything is familiar,
and at the next I encounter something brand new.
I rather enjoy that seesaw. It’s always interesting.

short to review or evaluate that time. It is just
right to offer you my
profound and humble
thanks. Mahalo for the
gift of calling me here to
Church of the Holy
Cross. Mahalo for the
gifts of your spirits
offered so freely. Mahalo
for the gift of your trust
to try things and see
how it goes. Mahalo for
the gift of gentle correction! And mahalo for the
gift of that amazing Sig
Zane shirt, the toy birds
who adorn my office
shelf, and every single
smile.



Deep questions



Surprising wisdom



Unforgettable stories



Seeds of thought



Refreshment for the
spirit

Mahalo nui loa!
Mahalo ke Akua!

Sundays, 8:30 am in J’s Café

Blessings,
Pastor Eric

It took a couple weeks to
realize why the anniversary’s timing confused
me: I’m as closely tied to
the Church calendar as to
the world calendar. My
first Sunday on the
Church calendar was the
third Sunday in Easter.
And so, a couple of weeks
ago, when that third
Sunday of Easter passed
by, I had this moment of
revelation: Wow! It’s
been a year!

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:

Bible Study:
Naked Before God
Follow the Lectionary
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in
The Pastor’s Study:

May 7
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

May 14
Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:15-21

This column is far too
Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283
Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com
Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter: @esanderson
Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/holycrosshilo
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Special Worship Service on May 14, 2017

Dr. Saeko Hayashi,
manager of Public Information and Outreach for
the Subaru Telescope on
Mauna Kea, will be the
special guest speaker for
our May 14 worship
service. After 19 years
of living in our community and being a vital
part of our church,
Saeko is bidding farewell to Hilo for a little
while. She will be shar-

ing what she’s learned
while living in Hawaii
and raising her two
sons, Takeru and Wataru, who are now
both in college.

Church of the Holy
Cross will again sponsor the Canteen for the
Blood Bank of Hawaii
on Monday, May 22, in
the Building of Faith.

donors to eat after
they donate blood.
Holy Cross is known
for having one of the
best canteens in Hilo
so donations of
healthy snacks are
needed.

You may be called by a
committee member to
ask for help and we
hope you will be generous in spirit and say
“YES! I can help”.
Donation of blood,
refreshments, and/or
help will be greatly
appreciated.
HERE’S HOW YOU CAN
HELP:
1. BLOOD DONORS: It
is essential to have a
good supply of blood
for victims of accidents, surgeries, and
illnesses. Call the
Blood Bank at 1-800372-9966 for an
appointment.
2. REFRESHMENTS:
Snacks are needed for

Yes, May 14 is going to
be a very special
service. It’s Mother’s
Day, the Festival of the
Christian Home. It’s
also Graduate Recognition and Sunday

3. HELPERS:
Volunteers are needed
to preserve the food
area and serve refreshments. Please donate
an hour or two for our
community project.
Please call Karl at
238-6414 or Margaret
at 895-0994 or Momi
at the church office
935-1283 if you are
willing to donate food
or willing to help and
haven’t been contacted.
4. DONATIONS:
Monetary donations to
purchase refreshments
are also appreciated.
We will, again, host the

School Teacher Appreciation Day. And it’s
also the dedication of
the Bath Housewarming Kits for the
Neighborhood Place of
Puna.
Thank you to the
Boards of Christian
Education and Stewardship and Mission
for coordinating these
activities.

Blood Bank Drive on
Monday July 17th.
Please save this date
also.
Thank you very much.

Continued from page 1

please ask any of the
Board members –
Beverly Dodo, Robert
Smith, Jennifer
Tanouye, Barbara
Iwami, Charity Mori or
Anne Sadayasu. We
will get the answers
for you. Join us for
this important
presentation.
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Sing
Quinn G. Caldwell
"…with gratitude in
your hearts sing
psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs to God."
- Colossians 3:12-17
There are about 5,400
animal species that
make complex, intentional, repeatable, musical vocalizations. That is, there
are about 5,400 species that sing. The majority live in the trees,
a few live in the
oceans, a very few live
underground, but
there is one—only
one—singing species
that lives on the
ground: us.
Another thing: humans
are the only singing
species with a precise
and shared sense of
rhythm, which is what
allows us to sing together. Two birds
might sing the same
song, but they cannot

sing it together.
Another thing: if a
roomful of people
sings at the same time,
they start to breathe at
the same time as
well. Some studies
suggest that if the
drumbeat or bass line
is strong enough, their
hearts will begin to
beat together, too. And
if we're singing together and breathing together and our hearts
are beating together,
then it's like we're one
body. And you know
Whose body it is.
Another thing: all the
other species stop
singing when danger
approaches. But humans sing louder the
closer the danger gets.
We sing together, and
we become large, and
we do not back down.
So come racism, and

"We Shall Overcome"
you.
Come fear, for "It is Well
With My Soul."
Come war, for tonight is
your "Silent Night."
Come death, for "Jesus
Christ is Risen Today."
Come, all ye faithful,
and sing.
Prayer
Lord, I can't read music
and I can't carry a tune
in a bucket. But I'm-a
sing your praises anyway. Amen
Come and join our
Church of the Holy Cross
choir as we practice
from 4 to 5 p.m. Tuesdays and 8:30 Sunday
mornings.
We’d love to have you
join us and being able to
read music is not a
prerequisite.

The University of Dubuque Choir
Concert on Tuesday, May 23, 2017 at 7:00 p. m.

Sign up to host 1 or more
of the singers at church
or by calling the church
office. The choir will
arrive at Church of the
Holy Cross about 4:30
p.m., unload and setup
for the performance.
5:30 p.m. dinner, 7 p.m.
performance which lasts
about 75-80 minutes in-

cluding a short intermission. Host families
bring the students
back to the church the
following morning, at
8 a.m.
Host families do not
need to be at the
church until after the
concert, but you are

invited to the fabulous
musical event.
Thank you for being
willing to share your
home and a breakfast
with these talented
students.
If you have any questions, please call
Cynthia Debus at
895-4011.
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May
VOLUNTEERS
USHERS

Woody Kita, Bev Dodo,
Mary Ann Katayama and
Ann Kanahele
May

June

01 Higashi, M. Michiyo

02 Ushijima, Malia

05 Tanouye, Lillian

04 Yamaki, Amy

09 Johnson, Tanya

05 Ohata, Ruth

16 Lum-Bellem, Carolyn

07 Smith, Sue

Ikeda, Marie

11 Ushijima, Else

24 Yamauchi, Joe

Maeda, Scott

26 Enomoto, Yasuo

Tanouye, Christopher

27 Matayoshi, Mary
Ushijima, Joy
Yamane, Miyeko

Sunday, May 7
Lay Reader
Mary Ann Katayama
Chapel Decoration
Malia Mattos
Childcare
Eileen Shiraishi

13 Yamane, Susumu
Ohata, Sachie
14 Morioka, Carol

Sunday, May 14

15 Kita, Woody

Lay Reader
Carolyn Lum-Bellem

16 Takemoto, Fawn
Takemoto-Leahigh,
Fern
21 Martin, Liane
22 Inouye, Lorraine
28 Nagao, Masayo
30 Nakamoto, Timothy

Pastor Eric on Vacation
Pastor Eric will be on the mainland celebrating his
daughter Rebekah's graduation from Hampshire
College from May 8th through May 22nd. He will be
back just in time for the concert of the Dubuque
University Choir on May 23rd.
There will be no Bible Study in his absence.

Chapel Decoration
Laura Ota
Childcare
Woody Kita

Sunday, May 21
Lay Reader
Newton Chu
Chapel Decoration
Millie Uchima & Millie
Kataoka
Childcare
Dorothy Matsui

The Messenger
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy
Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via
email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by
May 12, 2017

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith.
Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays 3:00 pm, Building of Faith
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith.

Other Congregations Worshiping Here

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in
the Building of Faith Meeting Room.

Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.

Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,
Meeting Room

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor:
Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and Wednesday
6 to 7 pm.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room.

