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in time this grew tiring 
and pointless, especially 
when it was clear that 

churches 
were nei-
ther ex-
pecting nor 
seeking my  
expert di-
agnosis or  

prescription.   

So I stopped analyzing 
and started experiencing 
each church on its own 
terms, accepting each 
church’s unique culture, 
language, worship style 
and even  
peculiarities.  In so  
doing, I developed an ap-
preciation for the way 
that Christ was present 
in and working through 
that church in just the 
way that that church was 
meant to do.  And I real-
ized the most that I could 
do, my very purpose as 
conference minister, was 
to help equip and re-
source that church so 
that it could do the best  
ministry possible.   

Equipping hasn’t always 
been easy.  Along the 
way, I thought it meant 
focusing most of my  
attention on the com-
plainers and critics, 
those who had problems 
with their minister, the 
worship, music, church 
council, Hawai‘i Confer-
ence or UCC.  But after 

A retiring grad school 
professor, whose course 
I took on the Hebrew  
Bible, said that as a 
young scholar and min-
ister he thought he 
knew exactly what the 
scriptures said and how 
they ought to be inter-
preted.  But with age 
came less certainty, he 
said, as he read the 
scriptures again and  
became more aware of, 
and awed by, new and 
deeper meanings being 
constantly revealed.  

I am not yet retiring 
from ministry, but I can 
already appreciate what 
my professor was say-
ing, not just about scrip-
tures, but about doing 
God’s work.  After twen-
ty years of ministry in 
Hawai‘i, thirteen of them 
as your conference min-
ister, I will leave with 
much less certainty 
about how we are sup-
posed to do God’s work 
and much more aware-
ness of, and awe at, how 
God is working in so 
many amazing and  
miraculous ways.    

In the first year of my 
conference ministry, I 
would visit a church, sit 
in worship, look around, 
and know instantly what 
this church needed to 
improve upon its mis-
sion and ministries.  But 

Certainty and Ministry 

by Charles C. Buck, Conference Minister 
reprinted with permission 

earnest attempts to 
spend time with them 
and listen well, it  
became clear that any 
response I had would 
never mollify or  
appease them.  Being 
negative was all they 
knew how to do.   

Instead, over time, I  
discovered there was 
far more traction and so 
much more joy and  
satisfaction obtained by 
turning instead to the 
one, more often the few, 
and not uncommonly 
the many folks in a 
church who chose the 
way of praising God, 
seeking God’s purpose, 
sharing God’s love for 
all, and living passion-
ately about making 
God’s difference in their 
communities.   

These were folks who  
knew what was needed:  
not the busyness of a  
    (continued on page 4) 
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Have you glanced at our 
church’s sign board late-
ly? Did you know it 
changes? 

In theory, it changes eve-
ry week, sometimes be-
tween Tuesday morning 
and Friday afternoon. 
The bottom two lines 
stay the same – Sunday 
Worship 10 AM – Pastor 
Eric S. Anderson – but 
the top three lines spell 
out a message. They’re 
usually close to the main 
point of the upcoming 
Sunday’s sermon. 

Here are some examples 
from the last few 
months: 

“To accept a blessing is 
also praise” 

“How will you satisfy the 
thirst of your spirit” 

“Creator, Christ, the Holy 
Spirit speak all aloha” 

And the current message, 
posted before I went on 
vacation: “How will you 
bear witness to grace”. 

I have no idea how many 
people read that sign. 
Folks who’ve seen me  
doing it, in fact, have usu-
ally confessed that they’d 
never noticed the sign 
was there!  

I think of these messages 
as some of the seeds  
Jesus described in the 
Parable of the Sower. I’m 

casting them onto the 
wind, hoping they land 
somewhere that they’ll 
grow – or perhaps, 
they’ll help something 
else grow. I try to cast 
them further afield, too. 
In imitation of others, I 
take a picture of the 
sign and send it out 
electronically. I know 
there are people in this 
church who see it on  
Facebook before they 
ever see it directly. Eve-
ry once in a while , I 
hear from someone who 
appreciated the mes-
sage, or found it chal-
lenging. 

It’s another way to 
share our message of 
God’s grace, peace, and 
love. It’s a way to an-
swer the question, “How 
will [I] bear witness to 
grace?” It’s a way to 
show that we ask ques-
tions, that we value alo-
ha, that we seek to 
quench spiritual thirsts 
here. It’s a way to show 
that we’re here, and we 
live, and we care. 

Take a look at the sign-
board sometime as 
you’re driving by. And 
let me know: did it help 
you understand this 
church as a community 
of God’s love? 

Blessings, 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  

Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  

Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: @esanderson  

Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/holycrosshilo  

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Bible Study:  

Naked Before God 

Sundays, 8:30 am in J’s Café 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

 

May 21 

Acts 17:22-31 

Psalm 66:8-20 

1 Peter 3:13-22 

John 14:15-21 

 

May 28 
Acts 1:6-14 

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 

John 17:1-11 
 

 

The Pastor’s Corner 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 
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The annual Strengthen the 
Church special  
offering empowers youth 
to build the future of the 
United Church of Christ. 

Money received from this 
offering is split evenly  

between the Hawai’i Con-
ference and the UCC  
national ministries.  Na-
tionally the offering sup-
ports youth and young 
adult ministries, new 
church plants and grants 
to help congregations 
communicate the “God is 
still speaking” message. 

 In Hawai’i, Strengthen the 
Church breathes life into 
new local church projects 
especially those focused 
on youth ministry through 
Christian Investment 
Grants administered by 

the Stewardship Mis-
sional Team. 

This year, we will dedi-
cate this offering on 
June 4th.  Offering enve-
lopes are enclosed in the 
mailed Messengers.  For 
those who receive The 
Messenger by email you 
will receive a copy of 
this article with an offer-
ing envelope.  

Thank you for your gen-
erous support.  

Board of Stewardship 
and Mission 

Strengthen the Church 2017 

Bread for the World 
is a collective Christian 
church voice urging our 
nation’s legislative leaders 
to end hunger at home and 
abroad.  On April 30th 
many members sent  
letters to their representa-
tives urging U.S. food aid 
reform.  Thanks to your 
participation, 77 letters 

were sent for this purpose 
and the Board of Steward-
ship and Mission thank 
you for taking time to 
make your voice count. 

The bake sale was 
very successful.  We thank 
all who participated by 
baking and making good-
ies to sell as well as those 
of us who bought the deli-

Bread for the World 
Mahalo for your support! 

cious food.  A total of 
$600+ through sales and 
donations will be sent to 
Bread for the World.  
Many thanks for your 
generous support.  

 
Board of Stewardship 

and Mission 

Our recently completed 
outreach projects, rubber 
slippers for elementary 
schools and the 
Housewarming Kits for the 
Neighborhood Place of  
Puna are two results of the 
Board Fair that was held 
January 22 in the Building 
of Faith.  A few positive 
comments were: Sunday 
School “doing great,” 
“Music, scripture and the 
messages are unified and 
give a clear path to follow”; 
“Great to be a 5 for 5 
church,” and “worship  
facilities for other wor-

shipping communities.” 

Each Board is working on 
addressing suggestions 
brought up at the Fair: 

Christian Education – 
More participation by 
children in worship; CE 
for adults; youth group; 
more articles in The Mes-
senger; invite other youth 
groups to VBS. 

Deacons – Designated 
visitor sitter; selections 
from the “Red Book; tech-
nology classes for seniors 
(cyber safety).  

Stewardship & Mis-
sion – Continue mission 
outreach and possible 
participation in Family 
Promise. 

Trustees – Covered 
parking for seniors/
handicapped; upgrade 
the P.A. system; clearer 
explanation about re-
stricted and unrestrict-
ed funds. 

 Please give your 
Council officers sugges-
tions for other items, 
both positive and nega-
tive.     —Thank you. 

2017 Board Fair Results 
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minutes including a 
short intermission.  

Host families do not 
need to be at the 
church until after the 
concert, but you are 
invited to the fabulous 
musical event.  

Please bring the  
students back to the 
church the following 

morning at 8 a.m. 

Thank you for being will-
ing to share your home 
and a breakfast with these 
talented students. 

If you have any questions, 
please call  
Cynthia Debus at  
895-4011. 

 

Sign up to host 1 or 
more of the singers at 
church or by calling the 
church office. The choir 
will arrive at Church of 
the Holy Cross about 
4:30 p.m., unload and 
setup for the perfor-
mance, and have dinner 
at 5:30 p.m. before their 
7 p.m. performance 
which lasts about 75-80 

The University of Dubuque Choir 

Concert on Tuesday, May 23, 2017 at 7:00 p. m. 

Blood Bank of Hawaii 

Answering the Call 

An awesome mahalo to 
the many of you who are 
donating refreshments, 
food and your own per-
sonal time to the Blood 
Bank of Hawaii’s upcom-
ing blood drive, this Mon-
day, May 22, 2017, here in 
the Building of Faith at 
Church of the Holy Cross.   

If you are donating food, 
may we ask that you bring 
your refreshments at 
about 7:30 a.m. and take it 
to the kitchen in the Build-
ing of Faith?  

Your generous gifts of sup-

port to this notewor-
thy and important 
cause is deeply appre-
ciated and will benefit 
many individuals in 
our community. It may 
even benefit you some-
day. 

Please help us recruit 
blood donors as the 
need for blood re-

mains urgent.  If you are 
healthy and able to do-
nate, consider the gift of 
blood that may help an-
other human being live a 
full and productive life. 

It’s this Monday, May 22, 
Building of Faith from 
8:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  

Thank you for your many 
gifts and for answering 
the call to serve. 

—A generous person will 
be enriched, and one who 
gives water will get water. 
– Proverbs 11:25 (NRSV) 

Certainty and Ministry 

Continued from page 1 

Martha doing church 
chores before Jesus, but 
the business of a Mary,  
being with Jesus and being 
Jesus to a world full of 
need, despair and suffer-
ing (Luke 10:38-42).   

Folks like these who make 
Christ come alive have not 
only inspired awe within 
me, but fueled my energy 
and enthusiasm for the 
equipping ministry of the 
conference.  And they are 
the reason that I am much 

less certain today than 
when I started that the 
prescription or solu-
tion for a diminishing 
or dying church is yet 
another SWOT analysis, 
growth seminar,  
mission statement  
re-write or strategic 
plan development.  

Here in this, my last 
contribution as confer-
ence minister to The 
Friend, I want to say 
how privileged I have 

been to serve you and to 
witness God at work 
through so many of you in 
every church.  You have 
humbled me and made 
more real for me than any 
Sunday sermon or church 
school class the lesson  
Jesus taught about what is 
most important:  that we 
are to love God and our 
neighbor with all our 
heart, mind and soul.   

Simply that.  And on this 
point, I am certain.   
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01 Higashi, M. Michiyo 

05 Tanouye, Lillian 

09 Johnson, Tanya 

16 Lum-Bellem, Carolyn 

 Ikeda, Marie 

24 Yamauchi, Joe 

26 Enomoto, Yasuo 

27 Matayoshi, Mary 

 Ushijima, Joy 

 Yamane, Miyeko 

M a y  

02 Ushijima, Malia 

04 Yamaki, Amy 

05 Ohata, Ruth 

07 Smith, Sue 

11 Ushijima, Else 

 Maeda, Scott 

 Tanouye, Christopher 

13 Yamane, Susumu 

 Ohata, Sachie 

14 Morioka, Carol 

15 Kita, Woody 

16 Takemoto, Fawn 

 Takemoto-Leahigh, 

Fern 

21 Martin, Liane 

22 Inouye, Lorraine 

28 Nagao, Masayo 

30 Nakamoto, Timothy 

J u n e  

May 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Woody Kita, Bev Dodo, 

Mary Ann Katayama and 

Ann Kanahele 

Sunday, May 21 
Lay Reader 

Newton Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Millie Uchima &  

Millie Kataoka 

 

Childcare 
Dorothy Matsui 

Sunday, May 28 
Lay Reader 

Reilly Narruhn 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Anita Mathews 

 

Childcare 

Gail Wung 

Sunday, June 4 
Lay Reader 

Carol Morioka 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Jennie Kondo 

 

Childcare 
Anne Sadayasu 

The Messenger 

The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy 
Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via 
email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by  

June 2, 2017  

Pastor Eric on Vacation 

Pastor Eric will be on the mainland celebrating his 
daughter Rebekah's graduation from Hampshire 
College from May 8th through May 22nd. He will be 
back just in time for the concert of the Dubuque 
University Choir on May 23rd. 
 
There will be no Bible Study in his absence. 
 

Sr. Ministry News 

Our next Senior Ministry 
gathering will be held 
Thursday, May 25th, 10 
a.m. to 12 noon in the 
Building of Faith.  

Pastor Eric will speak on 
Cyber security, and how 
to protect your infor-
mation. Join us! 



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays 3:00 pm, Building of Faith 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in 

the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.  

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor: 

Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and Wednesday 

6 to 7 pm.  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


