CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS

The Messenger
April 19, 2017

Our Letter to the President of
the United States of America
We sent copies of our
petition Regarding Our
Solidarity with Immigrants with the following
cover letter written by
our Rev. Eric S. Anderson.
Copies were sent to The
President, our congressional delegation, the
Governor, State Attorney
General, and U. S. District
Judge and our local Muslim Community. It read:
Dear Mr. President,
With this letter, you find
enclosed a petition
“Regarding our Solidarity with Immigrants” and
the 101 signatures of
members and friends of
Church of the Holy
Cross, United Church of
Christ in Hilo, Hawai’i.
We write to you with the
hope that you will hear
and understand the
desire of these American
citizens to treat their
fellow human beings
first with equal justice,
and beyond that with
equal love.
The signatories wish to
express their deep
concern with the executive orders issued by
your administration
concerning immigration
and refugee relief. We
hear in them an echo of
Order 9066, which

provided the legal
framework that forced
from their homes tens
of thousands of legal
residents and citizens,
ranging in age from
infancy to sages, and
imprisoned them without criminal charge or
conviction. Only two
criteria applied: their
place of residence, and
the single nation from
which their parents,
grandparents, or greatgrandparents had come.
Likewise, your executive order applies to
people from a small
number of countries,
countries whose populations predominantly
worship in the faith of
Islam. Your order
means that people from
those nations – whatever their age, whatever
their situation, whatever their virtues – will be
treated in exactly the
same way: rejected
from entrance into the
United States. Does not
justice require that
individuals be treated
as individuals?
We believe that it does.
We ask you to withdraw
those orders, and to
relieve the courts of the
burden of reminding
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you of the requirements of justice. We
ask you to withdraw
these orders, and to
govern guided by
righteousness and
compassion. We ask
you to withdraw these
orders, and never to
issue a similar one
again.
May God guide you in
wisdom, and give
peace to you and all
the world.
Most respectfully,
Eric S. Anderson,
Pastor
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The Pastor’s Corner
Rev. Eric S. Anderson

I have a lot of sympathy
for historians. They take
on the task of telling
truthful, even accurate,
stories about events that
happened long ago. Since
I frequently have difficulty remembering what I
did yesterday, this seems
like a miraculous
achievement to me.
Therefore, it doesn’t
surprise me that the Gospels describe the life and
work of Jesus differently.
They were written
decades after his life,
death, and resurrection,
and contain the best
memories of his followers – as they’d been
remembered, then
re-told, and told again,
and finally written down.
For instance, the Gospels
don’t agree on what Jesus
told his followers to do in
the first days after his
resurrection. In Luke,
Jesus tells them to stay in
Jerusalem and wait for
the Holy Spirit. In
Matthew, he tells them to
return to Galilee; he’ll say
more to them there. In its
shortest version, Mark’s
Gospel has no message
from Jesus at all. And in
John, though Jesus has a
fair amount to say about
faith when one has not
yet seen, he gives them
no instructions. Somewhat lost, a group of

them return to Galilee
and, of all things, take
up fishing again.
I often wish that
Christian faith offered
more obvious guidance
on What To Do Next. As
Jesus observed, we
always have the poor
with us – which means
that there are always
more needs in the
world, more loss in the
world, more pain in the
world – crying for our
attention and response.
“Feed my sheep,” Jesus
told Peter, but he didn’t
tell him which sheep,
and he wasn’t clear
about what they needed
to eat.
Choosing is our job.
This season we’re
beginning to work on
assisting our neighbors
without homes. We’re
assembling baskets to
welcome those who do
find homes. And we’ve
collected rubber slippers to put on children’s
feet. There will be more:
more choices to make,
more things to do.
Be assured that
throughout it all that
the risen Jesus accompanies us through every
moment of the journey.

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:


Deep questions



Surprising wisdom



Unforgettable stories



Seeds of thought



Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study:
Naked Before God

Sundays, 8:30 am in J’s Café
Follow the Lectionary
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. or
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. in
The Pastor’s Study:

April 23
Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31

April 30
Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35

Blessings,
Pastor Eric

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283
Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com
Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter: @esanderson
Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/holycrosshilo
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Bread for the World - Doing Our Part to End Hunger
From the Board of Stewardship and Mission

Every year, Bread for
the World invites
churches across the
country to take up an
offering – not just of
money, but also of letters to Congress on an
issue important to hungry people. Because of
progress against hunger
and poverty in recent
decades we know it is
possible to further
reduce and perhaps
virtually end hunger.
As Christians reflect
on these hopeful developments, we recognize
God at work for the end
of hunger and related
goals by 2030. Powerful
forces in Congress will
be pushing to dismantle
or cut funding for many

of the programs that
help hungry and struggling people in our
country and worldwide. Deep budget
cuts threaten WIC and
SNAP – programs that
help buy food for
infants and families in
this country. Also in
peril are international
programs assisting nutrition for young children and investments
that help struggling
farmers grow more
food for their families
and communities.
You can help end
hunger by:
 Writing a letter to
our Congressional
members to renew
federal programs

for major child nutrition program.
 Baking or creating
home items for sale
at our church’s
Bread for the World
Bake Sale.
 Buying delicious
food and homemade items on
April 30th.
Letter writing materials will be available in
the back of the Sanctuary on April 30th
(bring your own address labels to save
time). The Bake Sale
(under Bev Dodo’s direction) will be on the
lanai area following
worship service. All
proceeds will be sent
to Bread for the World.

The Blood Bank of Hawaii reports, “Every 2
seconds someone
needs blood. Blood
donations are critical.
The majority of people
in Hawaii need blood,
but only a small fraction—about 2%-actually give it. Donations are needed every
day to maintain an
adequate blood supply
and fulfill Hawaii’s
needs. An hour of your
time spent donating
blood can mean a parent will see a child
grow up. A son marry.
A daughter graduate. It
can mean a neighbor
will come home from
the hospital. A mother
will hold her newborn.

A friend survives cancer. “

for victims of accidents, surgeries, and
illnesses. Call the
Blood Bank at 1-800372-9966 for an appointment.

Church of the Holy
Cross will again sponsor the Canteen for the
Blood Bank of Hawaii
on Monday, May 22 in
the Building of Faith.
You may be called by a
committee member to
ask for help and we
hope you will be generous in spirit and say
“YES! I can help”. Donation of blood, refreshments, and/or
help will be greatly appreciated.
HERE’S HOW YOU CAN
HELP:
1. BLOOD DONORS: It
is essential to have a
good supply of blood

2. REFRESHMENTS:
Snacks are needed for
donors to eat after
they donate blood.
Holy Cross is known
for having one of the
best canteens in Hilo
so donations of
healthy snacks are
needed.
3. HELPERS:
Volunteers are needed
to preserve the food
area and serve refreshments. Please donate
an hour or two for our
community project.
Continued on page 4

United Church of Christ Statement of Faith
Aloha! The Deacons in
this month’s sharing
bring the United
Church of Christ’s
Statement of Faith in
the form of a doxology.
Read or sing, if you feel
led, as a prayer of
praise to God.
We believe in you, O
God, Eternal Spirit,
God of our Savior Jesus
Christ and our God,
and to your deeds we
testify:
You call the worlds
into being, create
persons in your own
image, and set before
each one the ways of
life and death.
You seek in holy love
to save all people from
aimlessness and sin.
You judge people and

nations by your righteous will declared
through prophets and
apostles.
In Jesus Christ, the
man of Nazareth, our
crucified and risen
Savior, you have come
to us and shared our
common lot, conquering sin and death and
reconciling the world
to yourself.
You bestow upon us
your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the
church of Jesus Christ,
binding in covenant
faithful people of all
ages, tongues, and
races.
You call us into your
church to accept the
cost and joy of discipleship, to be your
servants in the service

Why Sing In the Choir?
Singing keeps you
younger.
Singing gently
exercises the muscles
in your face and can
help reduce wrinkles.
Singing improves
your lung capacity,
builds up strong
muscles in your torso
and abdomen and
improves your
posture.
Singing keeps you
mentally sharp as
you learn words and
melody together.
Singing makes you

happy as it causes your
brain to produce
endorphins.
Singing is praising
God.
Come and join our
Church of the Holy
Cross choir as we
practice from 4 to 5
p.m. Tuesdays and
8:30 Sunday mornings.
We’d love to have you
join us.
Being able to read
music is not a
prerequisite.
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of others, to proclaim
the gospel to all the
world and resist the
powers of evil, to share
in Christ's baptism and
eat at his table, to join
him in his passion and
victory.
You promise to all who
trust you forgiveness of
sins and fullness of
grace, courage in the
struggle for justice and
peace, your presence in
trial and rejoicing, and
eternal life in your
realm which has no
end.
Blessing and honor,
glory and power be
unto you.
www.ucc.org/
beliefs_statement-offaith

Blood Bank of Hawaii
continued from page 3

Please call Karl at
238-6414 or Margaret
at 895-0994 or Momi
at the church office
935-1283 if you are
willing to donate food
or willing to help and
haven’t been contacted.
4. DONATIONS:
Monetary donations to
purchase refreshments
are also appreciated.
We will, again, host the
Blood Bank Drive
again on Monday July
17th. Please save this
date also.
Thank you very much.
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April
VOLUNTEERS
USHERS

Moira Tanaka, Newton
Chu, Margaret Torigoe, &
Esther Kodani
May

April
01 Nakamoto, Joyce

01 Higashi, M. Michiyo

05 Kawachika, Kay

05 Tanouye, Lillian

16 Yanagihara, Sachiko

09 Johnson, Tanya

17 Chen, Nancy

16 Lum-Bellem, Carolyn

18 Chu, Roberta

Ikeda, Marie

19 Kita, Jean

24 Yamauchi, Joe

20 Shiroma, Toshiko

26 Enomoto, Yasuo

Tanouye, Jonathan
21 Niimi, Mildred

27 Matayoshi, Mary

Lay Reader
Millie Daikawa
Chapel Decoration
Alice Fujimoto &
Roberta Chu
Childcare
Clarice Suzuki

Ushijima, Joy
Yamane, Miyeko

Thoma, JP

Sunday, April 23

Sunday, April 30
Lay Reader
Stuart Mori

23 Tanouye, Kenneth
25 Wung, Gail

Chapel Decoration
Millie Daikawa

27 Kusinski, Leigh

2017 Easter Memories
Childcare
Ruth Niino-DuPonte

Sunday, May 7
Lay Reader
Mary Ann Katayama

Senior Ministry News
The next senior ministry session will be on Thursday, April 27th, 10am to 12 noon. We will be treated
to a May Day performance by students at E Maka`ala
School as well as a delicious lunch!!
Please sign up on the senior ministry bulletin
board or you may call the church office at 935-1283 if
you're able to attend. Hope to see you there!

Chapel Decoration
Malia Mattos
Childcare
Eileen Shiraishi

The Messenger
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy
Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via
email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by
April 28, 2017

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith.
Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays 3:00 pm, Building of Faith
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith.

Other Congregations Worshiping Here

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in
the Building of Faith Meeting Room.

Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.

Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,
Meeting Room

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor:
Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and Wednesday
6 to 7 pm.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room.

