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Regarding Our Solidarity
with Immigrants
On the occasion of the
seventy-fifth anniversary of Executive Order
9066, issued by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1942, and in light
of the recent executive
orders issued by President Donald Trump
authorizing a ban on
travel from six Muslim
countries, we, members
and friends of Church of
the Holy Cross, United
Church of Christ, in Hilo,
Hawai‘i, follow the lead
of the Nu’uanu Congregational Church UCC of
Honolulu, Hawai’i, and
the Japanese American
Citizens League (JACL)
regarding immigration
restrictions and declare
our opposition to
discrimination against
people based on race,
creed, or national origin.
We are deeply concerned that President
Trump’s executive
orders might well affect
the way that the citizens
of our nation will view
Muslims and the way in
which Muslim nations
view the United States.
We thank the United
States Court for the
District of Hawai’i for
issuing an order forbidding implementation of
the executive action, and

repeat our opposition
to the travel ban itself.
Church of the Holy
Cross was founded by
Japanese immigrants in
1893. Many of our past
and present member
families were adversely
affected by the implementation of Executive
Order 9066, which
incarcerated members
of our families in
concentration camps.
We cannot help but
recall how Executive
Order 9066 and the
internment dramatically affected every part of
our families’ lives. We
are deeply concerned
that our government
might use Executive
Order 9066 as a precedent in order to incarcerate members of the
Muslim, Hispanic, and
other vulnerable communities.
In a 2014 talk at the
University of Hawai‘i,
the late US Supreme
Court Justice Antonin
Scalia warned, “you are
kidding yourself if you
think the same thing
will not happen again.”
The very notion that
our government could
consider repeating this
travesty is horrifying.

April
Upcoming Dates
9

Palm Sunday

13 Maundy Thursday
14 Good Friday
15 Easter Egg Decorating
16 Sunrise Service
16 Easter Egg Hunt
16 Easter Offering

April
Board Meetings
9

Council Meeting

We must learn from
past injustices.
As members of an
historically JapaneseAmerican church, we
stand in solidarity
with the Muslim,
Hispanic, and other
vulnerable communities because we know
what it’s like to be
discriminated against
based on race, hatred,
fear mongering, and
misinformation. The
hysteria right now is
troubling. It sounds
much like the antiJapanese rhetoric
after Pearl Harbor.
As the JACL has said:
“The United States has
always served as a
sanctuary for those
fleeing oppression and
continued on page 4
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The Pastor’s Corner
Rev. Eric S. Anderson

There’s a lot in this issue
of The Messenger, so I’m
giving my space over to
Holy Week. Here’s what’s
happening:

al Christian Church of
American Samoa in Hilo,
we will celebrate the
Lord’s Supper, and then
move into the service of
Tenebrae, or “shadows.”
Palm Sunday:
Readings of the events
April 9
on that Thursday, from
Get your arms ready to
the Last Supper to Jesus’
wave the palms, and your arrest and trial, will be
feet ready for a festive
followed by dimming
procession, and your
lights, concluding in
lungs ready to sing out
darkness and the hush
with joy: Jesus has come of the Lord’s Prayer.
to us! We’ll march, and
Good Friday:
we’ll sing, and we’ll wave
April 14
those palm branches.
Then we will listen to the In simplicity, our sanctuary will be open for
story of Jesus’ Passion
prayer from noon until
from the Gospel of Mat3:00 pm, the hour at
thew. Joyce Nakamoto,
which Jesus died on the
John Narruhn, Jane Kacross. Each half hour,
wazoe, and I will offer
our different voices, fea- one of the Seven Last
Words of Jesus will be
turing Joyce reading the
words of Jesus, John and read, concluding with
the last at 3:00.
Jane as other people in
the account, and myself
providing the narration. I
expect it will be a deeply
moving experience.
Maundy Thursday:
April 13
“Maundy” comes from
the Latin “Mandatum,”
meaning commandment,
and refers to Jesus’ twin
commandments at the
Last Supper: both to remember him in the communion meal, and to love
one another. Joined by
the worshipers and pastors of the Congregation-

Easter Sunday:
April 16

This is the Day of Days!
Come worship and celebrate with special music
and singing those favorite Easter hymns. Jesus
is risen – and in his life,
so we live.

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:


Deep questions



Surprising wisdom



Unforgettable stories



Seeds of thought



Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study:
Naked Before God

Sundays, 8:30 am in J’s Café

April 9
Matthew 21:1-11
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Matthew 26:14-27:66

April 16
Jeremiah 31:1-6
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Acts: 10:34-43
Matthew 28:1-10

I have longed to celebrate this Holy Week
with you. Let’s make it a
wonder for our spirits.
Blessings,
Pastor Eric

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283
Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com
Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter: @esanderson
Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/holycrosshilo
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BREAD FOR THE WORLD ANNUAL BAKE SALE

Church of the Holy Cross
will hold its annual Bake
Sale and Letter Writing
to our Congressional
Delegates on Sunday,
April 30. We are asking
the membership to
provide baked goods,
pickled vegetables, sushi
rice, or any other types
of prepared food to be
sold at our annual bake
sale. This event has
always been well
supported by the membership, so plan to bake
or cook something for

Sunday, April 30, 2017
the sale and also come
prepared to purchase
the many delicious
items.
Bread for the World is
a collective Christian
voice urging our nation’s decision makers
to end hunger at home
and abroad. By changing policies, programs
and conditions that
allow hunger and poverty to persist, we
provide help and
opportunity far

beyond the communities in which we live.
Please come prepared
to sign letters to our
senators and representatives in Congress
to help end world hunger.
Remember the date,
Sunday, April 30, 2017.
Letter writing will be
held before services
and the bake sale will
be held after services.

Rubber Slippers and Welcome Baskets will Serve our Neighbors
In conjunction with the
Church Council and the
Ad hoc Committee on
Homelessness, our
Board has two projects
which we invite our
members and friends
to participate in during
April and May. The
first is the Rubber Slipper Project - to collect
slippers for elementary school children in
four schools – Kapiolani, Hilo Union, Waiakea, and Waiakeawaena. Keiki need slippers throughout the
year! We have
containers at the sanctuary entry; please
bring new pairs of
rubber slippers, sized
for children in grades
K-6, which we will
dedicate on Easter
Sunday, April 16th. Our
goal is to collect at
least 60 pairs of slippers! Please help!
The second project is
to complete 10
“Housewarming Bath

Kits” to be distributed
by the Neighborhood
Place of Puna to homeless families as they
move in to housing
units. These starter
kits will help them get
settled in a home!
They contain:


Toothpaste (5 oz or
more)



Disposable razors
(pkg of 4 or more)



Toothbrushes
(adult/children)



Deodorant



Toilet paper (pkg of
4 or more rolls)



Bath towels and
wash cloths (4
each)



Bath soap/
Bodywash



Shampoo/
Conditioner (12 oz)



Laundry detergent

We will post sign-up
sheets for these items
this Sunday, and start

collecting them on
Sunday, May 7th. We
will complete the kits
and dedicate them on
Mother’s Day, May
14th. There are no
specific brand requirements. The towels
need not be brand
new, but should be in
good condition. These
are for families, so
travel sizes are too
small.
If you have any questions, please ask any of
the Board or Ad hoc
Committee members.
If it is easier for you,
you may make a monetary donation and we
will use it to buy what
is needed to complete
the kits.
We sincerely thank
you all for your participation in the ongoing
Homeless Support
Projects of the Church
of the Holy Cross.

Page 4

Regarding Our Solidarity with Immigrants
continued from page 1

provided opportunities to anyone seeking
a better life. JACL continues to support the
resettlement of refugees and the rights of
immigrants. We are
deeply troubled by
policies born out of
race-based slogans;
policies that are mean
-spirited and excessive in the treatment
of immigrant families;
policies that fail to
honor the values of
our diverse nation. As
with Executive Order
9066, these recent
measures do nothing
to enhance America’s
standing as an enduring symbol of democracy.”
We are a Christian
Church. We are
inspired to act in
accordance with the
teachings of the Holy
Bible. In these troubling days, we not only focus on the commandment to “love
your neighbor as

yourself” (Leviticus
19:17/Mark 12:31),
but even more on the
36 verses that command us to “love the
stranger.” In the New
Testament, we recall
the parable of the Last
Judgment (Matthew
25:31-46) in which the
King declares, “Truly I
tell you, just as you did
it to one of the least of
these who are members of my family, you
did it to me.”
This document relies
heavily on earlier statements written by the
Nu’uanu Congregational Church UCC and the
Japanese American
Citizens League, and
we are grateful for
their aid in helping us
find the words to
declare our position.
We humbly ask for
your signature of
support; the petition
is located on the tables at the back of
our sanctuary.

The final day to sign
the petition has been
extended to Sunday,
April 9, 2017.
This petition will be
sent to the following:
President Donald
Trump
Governor David Ige
Senator Brian Schatz
Attorney General
Douglas Chin
Senator Mazie Hirono
U.S. District Judge
Derrick Watson
Representative Tulsi
Gabbard
Representative Colleen
Hanabusa
Muslim Association of
Hawaii that meets at
Church of the Holy
Cross.

Shhh…..It’s A Secret...Don’t Tell!
April 9 is
Palm Sunday and
the anniversary of
Pastor
Eric
Anderson’s first year
as our Pastor. Join us
in celebrating this

happy occasion by
staying for refreshments after service.
Fingers foods will to
be welcomed to add to
the festive occasion.
See Gloria to sign a
special memory book
that we will present to
Pastor Eric on April 9.

Can you recall a favorite story, song or joke?
Thank you cards,
drawings, poems,
photos or songs are
welcome.
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April
VOLUNTEERS
USHERS

Moira Tanaka, Newton
Chu, Margaret Torigoe, &
Esther Kodani
April

May

01 Nakamoto, Joyce

01 Higashi, M. Michiyo

05 Kawachika, Kay

05 Tanouye, Lillian

16 Yanagihara, Sachiko

09 Johnson, Tanya

17 Chen, Nancy

16 Lum-Bellem, Carolyn

18 Chu, Roberta

24 Yamauchi, Joe

20 Shiroma, Toshiko

26 Enomoto, Yasuo

21 Niimi, Mildred
Thoma, JP

Layreader
John Narruhn
Chapel Decoration
Janet Fujioka

Ikeda, Marie

19 Kita, Jean

Tanouye, Jonathan

Sunday, April 9

Childcare
Lei Jack

27 Matayoshi, Mary
Ushijima, Joy
Yamane, Miyeko

Sunday, April 16
Layreader
Bob Smith

23 Tanouye, Kenneth
25 Wung, Gail
27 Kusinski, Leigh

God Colors Our Lives
A plain white boiled egg is boring. But just as God creates
each life to be beautiful and
special, we will create our
Easter eggs to be the same!
Saturday, April 15th, 9 a.m., J’s
Cafe. Wear old clothes and get
your creative juices flowing. Egg decorating and light
lunch will follow.
Easter Sunday—He is Risen! Come and celebrate
with us! Gather the children at 9:15 in the lounge;
egg hunt before worship. Children are encouraged to
stay in worship service with their families. There
will be no Sunday School class that day.

Chapel Decoration
Cindy Debus
Childcare
Jennifer Tanouye

Sunday, April 23
Layreader
Mary Ann Katayama
Chapel Decoration
Alice Fujimoto &
Roberta Chu
Childcare
Clarice Suzuki

The Messenger
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy
Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via
email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by
April 14, 2017

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith.
Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays 3:00 pm, Building of Faith
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith.

Other Congregations Worshiping Here

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in
the Building of Faith Meeting Room.

Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.

Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,
Meeting Room

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor:
Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and Wednesday
6 to 7 pm.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room.

