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M a r c h  

B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  

5 Trustees Meeting 

12 Council Meeting 

19 Deacons Meeting 

M a r c h  

U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

1 Ash Wednesday 

Lent begins 

3 World Day of Prayer 

5 Communion 

18 Trustees Service Day 

23 Sr. Ministry 

26 J’s Mini Mart 

26 Offering for One 

Great Hour of Sharing 

only one per household. 
A separate resource for 
younger children is also 
available, and, of 
course, the Upper Room 
devotionals continue to 
provide their wisdom 
and reflections during 
Lent. 

The Bible Study ses-
sions also continue  
during the season, so 
this is a great oppor-
tunity to try one out. 
Wednesdays at 9:30 am 
and 6:30 pm, the 
groups look over the  
Bible texts that will be 
part of worship the next 
Sunday. On Wednesdays 
at 7:30 pm, the IYAA 
continues their study of 
First Samuel. And on 
Sunday mornings at 
8:30 am, beginning on 
March 5th, the group 
will begin reading the 
Rev. Molly Phinney 
Baskette’s Standing Na-
ked Before God: The Art 
of Public Confession. 

Lent begins the day this  
issue of the Messenger goes 
to print: on Ash Wednesday, 
March 1st. Pastor Eric, the 
Board of Deacons, and other 
church leaders have assem-
bled a body of suggestions 
and resources that you 
might use to observe the 
season and, as Pastor Eric 
put it, illuminate your hun-
ger for the joys of Easter. 

Last Sunday, those attending 
worship could pick up a 
copy of “Ideas for Lenten 
Disciplines 2017,” a four-
page description of the Len-
ten season. It considers the 
options of giving something 
up for the forty days and of 
taking up something new.  

Significant among the ideas 
considered in it is to follow a 
Lenten devotional. The 
Church has a limited  
number of copies of Diving  
Lessons, offering a medita-
tion for each day in the  
season. Feel free to take one, 
but we ask that you take  

Need Ideas for Lent?  

We’re Here to Help 

UPDATE: 

The Homeless Projects 

Following the Council’s  
recommendation, an Ad Hoc 
Committee has begun work on 
researching and recommend-
ing what our church can do to 
help homeless families in our 

community.   Please 
contact and pray for 
Anna and Biff Kennedy, 
Theone Albano, Bob 
Smith, Reilly Narruhn, 
Jayson Rekis and Linda  

     (Homeless Projects 
          continued) 

Larson as they study 
various proposals.  
Moderator Gloria Ko-
bayashi chairs the 
committee, which met 
Tuesday, February 28.  
We welcome anyone 
else to join us. 

Malu Debus, Volunteer 
and Community Part-
nership Coordinator 
for Hope Services, will 
be the guest speaker at 
our next Senior Minis-
try program on March 
23 at 10 a.m.  Please 
plan to attend for your 
information and input. 
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Are you ready to get 
ready? 

I… might be. I might not. 
We’ll see. 

As I confessed last  
December, I am not  
always ready when 
Christmas arrives. I may 
still be found browsing 
the store shelves long 
after wiser shoppers 
have the gifts wrapped 
and under the tree. 
Likewise, when Ash 
Wednesday dawns, I’m 
sometimes deliberating 
about my Lenten disci-
pline – the “take-ons” 
and the “give-ups” both. 
In fact, I’ve been known 
to choose what I’m  
giving up for Lent some 
days into it, at least in 
part because things I’ve 
done or eaten in the 
first few days reduce 
the options from which 
to choose! 

I can’t say I recommend 
that as a sound ap-
proach. I plan to do  
better this year, and 
make sure to shed full 
light on my hunger for 
the joys of Easter. 

Preparation is not just 
an activity for Lent, 
though. It’s a basic prac-
tice of Christianity.  
Jesus’ story about the 
ten bridesmaids 
(Matthew 25:1-13) al-
ways brings me to a full 

halt. They were sup-
posed to illuminate the 
entrance of the bride-
groom with their lamps, 
but he was late. Five of 
them brought extra oil, 
and five of them did not. 
Those whose oil ran dry 
could not join the feast. 

I wonder: which am I? 
Do I go out into the 
world with something 
in reserve, some extra 
energy or ideas or skills 
to meet the unexpected 
challenge? Or does the 
light I bear disguise a 
hollowness within, and 
will delay, or disap-
pointment, or difficulty 
cause that glow to  
sputter out and die? 

That calls for another 
kind of preparation, and 
we don’t get a break 
from it after Lent. It 
calls for prayer and 
worship that rejuve-
nates. It calls for active 
pursuit of new learnings 
and new skills. It calls 
for regular rest, so that 
body, mind, and spirit 
work their best. 

Get ready for Easter, my 
friends. And be ready 
for the turns in the road 
that lie ahead. 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Eric 

 

          The Pastor’s Corner 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  

Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  

Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: @esanderson  

Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/holycrosshilo  

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Tour of 1 & 2  

Thessalonians 

Sundays, 8:30 am in J’s Café 

 

February 19 
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 

Psalm 119: 33-40 
I Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 

Matthew 5:38-48 

 

February 26 
Exodus 24:12-18 

Psalm 2 or Psalm 99 
2 Peter 1:16-21 

Matthew 17:1-9 
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The 
Weekly 
Chime 
will join 
The 
Messen-
ger in 
Church 
of the 

Holy Cross’ newsletter 
toolkit with the begin-
ning of the Lenten  
season this year. 

Distributed via email, 
each issue will highlight 

activities at or around 
the church for the 
coming week. It will 
include a quick link to 
Pastor Eric’s “What I’m 
Thinking” video, a 
short reflection on 
Scripture, plus a link to 
the video's transcript 
on the church website. 

Participants in the 
week’s Bible studies 
will find a reminder of 
the subjects being  
considered, and  

The Weekly Chime 
Sunday worshipers 
will learn the title of 
the upcoming sermon. 
Look for other features 
to be added as time 
goes on! 

Current subscribers to 
The Messenger will  
also receive The  
Weekly Chime. A  
sign-up sheet has also 
been added to the 
holycrosshilo.com 
website. 

 

What Matters for us as Congregants of the UCC 

If you think God's not 
finished with you yet, 
guess what? God's not 
even finished with God 
yet. God isn't finished 
with you, or finished 
with the church or our 
world, or even letting 
us know more about 
God's own compassion, 
justice, hope, and 
truth. If you are open, 
if you listen carefully, 
you'll discover what 
God is saying to this 
generation at this time 
in history. There's 
more good news to be 
heard! 
 
This understanding of 
God's "revelation" is a 
central aspect of Unit-
ed Church of Christ 
faith. We believe that 
God was revealed in 
the past, but also in the 
present and the future. 
In the Bible, God was 

known through cove-
nants with people and 
nations, through 
prophets and teachers, 
through conflicts and 
commandments, in  
visions and songs, and 
through the followers 
of Jesus and the 
church. God acted  
profoundly in the life 
and ministry, even in 
the death, of Christ. On 
Easter, God declared in 
the resurrection of  
Jesus Christ, "I'll never, 
never stop speaking. 
Alleluia!" Throughout 
history, in moments of 
compassion, justice, 
and peace, in our  
worship, sacraments, 
prayer, seeking, action, 
and silence, God  
continues to speak. 
 
In the UCC, our Consti-
tution reminds us that 
we are called "in each 

generation to make 
this faith our own." A 
recent UCC slogan  
conveys the call in  
another way: "Our 
faith is over 2000 
years old. Our thinking 
is not." Now, we join 
with those who came 
before us in discerning 
God's voice for our 
own time. 
 
From UCC matters: 
www.ucc.org/vitality 
what-matters we-listen
-for-a  
 

 

http://holycrosshilo.com
http://web.archive.org/web/20140702165731/http:/www.ucc.org/about-us/constitution-of-the-ucc.html
http://web.archive.org/web/20140702165731/http:/www.ucc.org/about-us/constitution-of-the-ucc.html
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One Great Hour of Sharing 

By the Board of Stewardship and Mission 

     On March 26th, the 
One Great Hour of Shar-
ing (OGHS) will be  
collected and dedicated 
at our Church.  This 
year, may we remember 
the tens of millions of 
refugees displaced by 
war, famine and natural 
disasters when making 
our gift to OGHS. 
     Through OGHS, the 
Lenten offering of the 
United Church of Christ, 
churches respond to  
refugee, development 
and disaster needs in 
138 countries across the 
world.  Providing clean 
water, food, education, 
healthcare, small busi-
ness micro-credit,  
advocacy and refugee  
settlement help people 
move beyond trauma  
toward a vision of  
healing and peace.   
Domestically, OGHS  
supports ministries for 
immigration assistance 
and disaster prepared-
ness and response. 
     On average, of every 

dollar given to One 
Great Hour of Sharing, 
92 cents is used direct-
ly for mission pro-
gram, 5 cents for inter-
pretation materials 
and 4 cents for admin-
istrative costs.  Nearly 
seventy-five percent of 
UCC congregations 
participate in the an-
nual offering, which is 
needed more than ever 
amid the rising threat 
of climate change and 
a snowballing refugee 
population.  Eight 
Christian denomina-
tions work together to 
develop common  
promotional materials 
and together raise 
about $12 million each 
year. 
     By sharing your  
resources, you are 
helping to change 
lives.  Each resource 
shared answers God’s 
call to love our neigh-
bor, because in Christ 
we are one family.  
Look for the special  

offering envelope in 
the next Messenger. 

Over the next Messen-
gers the Deacons will 
share about our  
denomination The 
United Church of 
Christ.  This week’s 
sharing is the purpose, 
mission and vision. 

The UCC Purpose 
Statement comes from 
the Gospel of Matthew:  

To love God with all our 
heart, mind, soul, and 
strength and our  
neighbor as ourselves. 

 Mission Statement:  

 United in Spirit and 
inspired by God's 
grace, we welcome all, 
love all, and seek jus-
tice for all.            

And the vision:   

United in Christ's love, 
a just world for all. 

For more infor-
mation:  www.ucc.org/
about-us_who-we-
are   and  http://
www.ucc.org/ 

A Message from Our Deacons 

Lent:  
What to Give Up … 

       Author Unknown 

Give up complaining…
focus on gratitude 

Give up pessimism…
become an optimist 

Give up harsh judg-
ments…  think kindly 
thoughts 

Give up worry… trust 
Divine Providence 

Give up bitterness…
turn to forgiveness 

Give up hatred…  
return good for evil 

Give up negativism…
be positive 

Give up anger… be 
more patient 

Give up pettiness…
become mature 

Give up gloom… enjoy 
the beauty that is all 
around you 

Give up jealousy… pray 
for trust 

Give up gossiping…
control your tongue 

Give up sin… turn to 
virtue 

Give up giving up…
hang in there! 

http://www.ucc.org/about-us_who-we-are
http://www.ucc.org/about-us_who-we-are
http://www.ucc.org/
http://www.ucc.org/
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04 Katada, Emi 

06 Maeda, Margaret 

07 Sato, Thelma 

15 Miyake, Richard 

18 Maeda, Blanche 

 Jack, Lei 

22 Nagami, Tamayo 

 Suzuki, Clarice 

25 Okabe, Gavin 

28 Kurohara, Martha 

29 Yamane, Jon 

30 Kawahara, Karl 

M a r c h  

01 Nakamoto, Joyce 

05 Kawachika, Kay 

16 Yanagihara, Sachiko 

17 Chen, Nancy 

18 Chu, Roberta 

19 Kita, Jean 

20 Shiroma, Toshiko 

 Tanouye, Jonathan 

21 Niimi, Mildred 

 Thoma, JP 

23 Tanouye, Kenneth 

25 Wung, Gail 

27 Kusinski, Leigh 

A p r i l  

MARCH  

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

John Narruhn, Jason Rekis, 

Stuart Mori &  Molina 

Rekis 

Sunday, March 5 
Layreader 

Bob Smith 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Dorothy Matsui &  

Amy Saito 

 

Childcare 
Eileen Shiraishi 

Sunday, March 12 
Layreader 

Anne Sadayasu 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

 

Childcare 

Moira Tanaka 

Sunday, March 19 
Layreader 

Ruth Niino-DuPonte 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Goya Family 

 

Childcare 
Cindy Debus 

The Messenger 

The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy 
Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via 
email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by  

March 10, 2017  

A Special Request 

A friend of our church is seeking new lodgings. If 
you have or know of somebody with a room to rent, 
please let Pastor Eric know at 808-935-1283.  
Mahalo 

 

 



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays 3:00 pm, Building of Faith 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in 

the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.  

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor: 

Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and Wednesday 

6 to 7 pm.  

First Marshallese Assembly of God - Rev. Brandy Karben: 4 to 6 pm in the  

Sanctuary. 

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


