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individuals were identi-
fied by Conference 
Council and Foundation 
Trustees for  
interviews.  In addition,  
all church members  
were invited to volun-
tarily participate in 
group meetings  held 
statewide.   

In general, the assess-
ment found out that 
less than 1/3 of all par-
ticipants see the Con-
ference in a favorable 
light.  Only 24  
percent of clergy affirm 
the Conference’s effec-
tiveness.   

Among the problem  
areas pointed out are:  
little sense of the 
shared vision of the 
Conference; the current 
structure of the Confer-
ence may not be work-
ing;  too much Oahu-
centered activity, with 
neighbor island church-
es feeling neglected; 
leadership challenges of 
the Hawaiian and other 
small membership 
churches; a need for 
training for clergy and 
lay leaders; help with 
youth and young adult 
ministries; improved 
communications and 
increased transparency. 

At the June 2016 ̕Aha 
Pae̕aina on Oahu, a Confer-
ence Council Administrative 
Committee resolution to  
address expressions of  
discontent in the conference 
was not able to proceed  due 
to restrictions of Hawaii law 
on required agenda notice.  
In the spirit of the intended 
resolution, the Conference 
Council  at their next meet-
ing approved  a Conference 
wide assessment and subse-
quent  Strategic Plan for the 
Hawaii Conference be  
conducted;  findings of the 
assessment will be reported  
to the 2017 ̕Aha Pae̕aina.   

The Rev. Al Oliver was hired 
by the Hawaii Conference 
Council to conduct this  
Assessment.   Rev. Oliver  
interviewed a total of 181 
members, including inter-
views at the Church of Holy 
Cross on November 17, 
2016, and at the ‘Aha 
Mokupuni at Imiola Church 
on November 19. 

The assessment brought out 
positive and negative opin-
ions about such broad topics 
as the staffing and work of 
the Hawaii Conference, the 
Hawaii Conference Founda-
tion, the Conference Minis-
ter and the four Missional 
Teams, who oversee the pro-
grams of the Conference.  As 
part of the assessment,  

Hawaii Conference Assessment Report 

 

NOTICE: 
General  

Membership 
Meeting 

Copies of the minutes 
of our February 26 
general membership 
meeting including the 
Addendum to the 
Treasurer’s report are 
now available at the 
back of the sanctuary 
or from the church  
office.  The Addendum 
explains that the  
Financial Report was 
simplified by combin-
ing the Special Funds, 
Repair and Mainte-
nance Fund and  
Reserve Fund with the 
General Fund.  The 
year 2016 ended with 
a positive balance. 
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Last week, clergy of the 
Hawai’i Conference 
gathered in Kailua-Kona 
for our annual Clergy 
Retreat. 

I arrived in a clown car. 

That’s not a comment 
on the vehicle, which 
Newton Chu so gener-
ously found for me  
before I ever arrived 
and for which I’m  
profoundly grateful. No, 
that’s a comment on the 
fact that I was part of 
the leadership group - 
Hawai’i Island Associa-
tion hosted the event - 
so I Came Prepared. 

I brought a communion 
set, and candles, and 
decorative cloth to  
create a worshipful 
space. I brought copies 
of a worship handout 
and a Bible.  

I was also a music lead-
er, so I brought an uku-
lele and a guitar. And if 
somebody else wanted 
to join in (and some-
body did), I brought two 
more guitars. Plus a  
music stand, guitar 
stands, ukulele stand, 
and various bags to car-
ry it all. 

Oh, yes: I brought clean 
clothes, a toothbrush, 

and mustache wax. I  
always have to have 
mustache wax. 

Unloading my vehicle 
was what made it  
resemble a clown car. 

I’ll say this: it took far 
less space to pack for 
myself than it did to 
pack for the needs of 
the group. One back-
pack sufficed for me. 
The trunk and the 
backseat filled up with 
the rest, most of which 
was intended for others 
to use. 

In the moment, I didn’t 
see it, but now I do. 
Most of the space went 
to serve others. 

Without commending 
myself, I think I’ll take a 
lesson from myself, and 
see if I can make more 
of “my” space serve  
others: my physical 
space, my emotional 
space, my prayer space, 
my work space, my life 
space. If it makes my life 
more closely resemble a 
clown car, well, so be it.  

I think God will smile. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Eric 

 

          The Pastor’s Corner 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  

Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  

Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: @esanderson  

Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/holycrosshilo  

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Bible Study:  

Naked Before God 

Sundays, 8:30 am in J’s Café 

 

March 19 
Exodus 17:1-7 

Psalm 95 
Romans 5:1-11 

John 4:5-42 

 

March 26 
I Samuel 16:1-13 

Psalm 23 
Ephesians 5:8-14 

John 9:1-41 
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Our next Senior Ministry 
gathering is scheduled 
for Thursday, March 
23rd, 10-12 noon.   
Because homelessness 
is a serious issue here in 
East Hawaii  we have  
invited Malu Debus from 
Hope Services to  

educate us on what  
options we can  
provide as a concerned 
community. There is 
no admission, lunch is 
free and will be  
prepared by our own  
Master Chef, Woody 
Kita. Please attend this 

Senior Ministry and Homelessness 

very important gather-
ing; the sign-up sheet 
is located on the bulle-
tin board by the sanc-
tuary, or you may call 
the office at 935-1283 
to sign up. We look  
forward to seeing you 
there. 

Journey ‘Round Jerusalem 

The Sunday School  
students in the young-
er class will be follow-
ing Jesus in a special 
way – through the 
streets of Jerusalem!  
Daily devotions and 
stickers provide an  
interactive way to  
follow Jesus during  
Lent.  Students will go 

More Conference 
Transition 

Associate Conference 
Minister the Rev. Sarah 
Jones, who works with 
the churches and leaders 
of the Tri-Isle Associa-
tion, will take up a new 
chaplaincy ministry on 
Kaua'i this summer, and 
will leave her Conference 
responsibilities and pas-
torate on Lana'i  toward 
the end of May. We wish 
her all the best, and raise 
our prayers for those in 
the Tri-Isle Association 
as they look for new 
leadership. 

home with a weekly 
bulletin entitled “40 
Days & Nights.”  Last 
week, a lesson from 
Genesis 7-8; this week, 
Moses and the burning 
bush.   
Thank you to the Board 
of Deacons  (and Sue!) 
for ordering these  
materials for our  
students. 

 

Nearly two hundred 
lay and clergy leaders 
came to Central Union 
Church UCC in Hono-
lulu on February 25th 
for the annual Church 
Leaders Event, includ-
ing Gloria Kobayashi, 
Sue Smith, Gail Wung, 
Woody Kita, and Millie 
Daikawa from Church 
of the Holy Cross. 
They attended work-
shops on topics which 
included archival 
techniques, education-
al programs, leader-
ship skills, and church 
financial manage-
ment, and enjoyed the 
company of fellow 

Christians from across 
the state.  

Pastor Eric was there, 
too, delivering one of 
the two keynote ad-
dresses on 
“Theological Founda-
tions for Church  
Communication” – 
which means we have 
a story to share, so 
let’s use every means 
we can! Representa-
tives of the UCC’s 
Church Building and 
Loan Fund and the 
Cornerstone Fund told 
Hawai’i’s churches 
about their resources, 
which  
include both borrow-

ing and investment  
services. 

Central Union Church 
members were warm and 
gracious hosts. 

The Hawai’i Conference 
has photos and materials 
from the event on its  
website at: 
www.hcucc.org/church-
leaders-event-2017. 

News from the Leadership Conference  
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     In an attempt to be 
more organized, we 
have set a schedule of 
events for our Monday 
gatherings from 9 am to 
12 noon.    The 1st Mon-
day of each month we 
will play our ukuleles 
and sing together.   The 
2nd Monday will  
feature a movie, a 
speaker, or  discuss a 
topic of interest.  Other 
Mondays  will be open  
to play board and card 
games, do hand work, 
cook, exercise, etc.   The 
pickle ball court will be 
set up for use.  Each 
time we meet, activities 
are open to your choice, 
so if you don’t care to 
play the ukulele, you can 
still come and do some-
thing else.  
     Recently, we were  
introduced to the Blue 
Zones Project, a commu-
nity-wide improvement 
initiative to help make 
healthy choices easier in 
Hawaii.  HMSA, says, 
“Our goal is to help resi-
dents make small chang-
es so we can all enjoy 
longer, happier and 

healthier lives.  Small 
changes can lead to big 
benefits for our com-
munity, lower health 
care costs, increase 
productivity and ulti-
mately, a better quality 
of life. ”   Ms. Iokepa, 
who spoke to us, en-
couraged us to start 
small, so we walk  for 
20 minutes around the 
church campus each 
time we meet.   Reiko 
suggested that we  
walk down Lanikaula, 
onto Kapiolani, to  
Mohouli and back; a 
safe walk on sidewalks 
with lots of fresh air! 
We intend to delve 
deeper into this pro-
ject to learn more to 
see if we would like to 
become a participating 
organization. 
     On March 27th, we 
are going to start 
learning to playing 
hand bells.  Our church 
owns a set of hand 
bells and other sets 
were donated to 
Church of the Holy 
Cross. Anna Kennedy 
has volunteered to 

teach the hand bells 
and members of the 
Gathering Place will 
try it out.    If you have 
any interest in playing 
hand bells, we encour-
age you to join us. You 
do not need to be able 
to read musical 
notes—you just need 
to know how to count! 
We are all beginners, 
so let’s learn together! 
     We are also consid-
ering making needed 
items for the homeless 
and cancer patients; 
learning to make sim-
ple flower arrange-
ments with flowers we 
find at home, sharing 
cooking tips and reci-
pes, and stretching  
exercises to help us 
keep our balance as we 
age.   We are definitely 
open to other sugges-
tions.   Our main pur-
pose is to provide an 
avenue for fellowship 
and sharing of our God 
given talents.    Do join 
us – Mondays from 9 
to noon in the Building 
of Faith! 

A Hui Hou Rev. Charles Buck  

At the Ha-
waii Con-
ference 
Council’s 
meeting 
on March 
4, Confer-

ence Minister Charles 
Buck  tendered his res-
ignation.  Rev. Buck 
noted cited that his 
wife’s employer is clos-
ing their Hawaii offices 
and offering her a sig-
nificant promotion in 
their Northern Califor-

nia regional office; 
Mrs. Buck, a CPA,  will 
be moving to Califor-
nia in early June. Rev. 
Buck also shared that 
both their children are 
now on the mainland.  
The Council accepted 
his resignation with 
gratitude for his years 
of faithful service.  Rev. 
Buck’s last day will be 
June 4. 

Perhaps the June 16-
17 `Aha Pae`aina on 

Maui will be a time of 
listening to one anoth-
er, providing opportu-
nities for conversation 
and healing among all 
parties throughout the 
Conference, and  
discussing the creation 
of a strategic plan. 

Let us thank Rev. Buck 
for his leadership and 
guidance to us and to 
wish him well as he 
enters a new phase in 
his life. 



P a g e  5  

 

04 Katada, Emi 

06 Maeda, Margaret 

07 Sato, Thelma 

15 Miyake, Richard 

18 Maeda, Blanche 

 Jack, Lei 

22 Nagami, Tamayo 

 Suzuki, Clarice 

25 Okabe, Gavin 

28 Kurohara, Martha 

29 Yamane, Jon 

30 Kawahara, Karl 

M a r c h  

01 Nakamoto, Joyce 

05 Kawachika, Kay 

16 Yanagihara, Sachiko 

17 Chen, Nancy 

18 Chu, Roberta 

19 Kita, Jean 

20 Shiroma, Toshiko 

 Tanouye, Jonathan 

21 Niimi, Mildred 

 Thoma, JP 

23 Tanouye, Kenneth 

25 Wung, Gail 

27 Kusinski, Leigh 

A p r i l  

MARCH  

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

John Narruhn, Jason Rekis, 

Stuart Mori &  Molina 

Rekis 

Sunday, March 19 
Layreader 

Ruth Niino-DuPonte 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Goya Family 

 

Childcare 
Cindy Debus 

 

 

Sunday, March 26 
Layreader 

Jane Kawazoe 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Margaret Torigoe 

 

Childcare 

Joyce Nakamoto 

Sunday, April 2 
Layreader 

Latai Loa 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Michi Koizumi 

 

Childcare 
Margaret Torigoe 

The Messenger 

The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy 
Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via 
email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by  

March 31, 2017  

              The Weekly Chime 
Remember to check your email on Mondays for the 
Weekly Chime, our new electronic newsletter. If 
you're not receiving it and would like to, please let 
the office know or subscribe at holycrosshilo.com. 

And if you have suggestions, please let Pastor Eric or 
Momi Lyman know! We'd love to hear from you. 

                Board of Stewardship & Mission 
There will be a special meeting of the Board of  
Stewardship & Mission, this Sunday, March 19th  
after worship in the lounge. 

         Refreshments  After Sunday Worship 

Please join us after service this Sunday to enjoy  
refreshments and fellowship. We look forward to 
getting to know you better! 

 
 

http://holycrosshilo.com


Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays 3:00 pm, Building of Faith 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in 

the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.  

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor: 

Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and Wednesday 

6 to 7 pm.  

First Marshallese Assembly of God - Rev. Brandy Karben: 4 to 6 pm in the  

Sanctuary. 

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


