
The MessengerThe Messenger  

CHURCH  OF  THE  HOLY  CROSS  

J a n u a r y  1 8 ,  2 0 1 7  

J a nu a r y  

Boa rd  Mee t i n g s  

22 Christian Education 

22 Deacons Meeting 

29 Stewardship and  

Mission 

J a nu a r y  

Upcomi ng  Da t e s  

21 Service Day 

22 Board Fair 

22 J’s Mini Mart 

26 Sr. Ministry 

Board Fair January 22nd 
A Day to Dream About Mission 

Worship will move to the 
Building of Faith on Sunday, 
January 22nd, for a Board 
Fair. We’ll spend most of that 
time moving about to the 
displays prepared by the dif-
ferent boards, looking over 
their work and accomplish-
ments and offering sugges-
tions for their future direc-
tions. 

Wait, what? Offering sugges-
tions? 

That’s right. Our Board 
members have plenty of 
good ideas, but let’s face it, 
there are more good ideas in 
our congregation to be lifted 
up and heard. So take some 
time to ask yourself: How 
might we improve worship? 
What learnings, events,  
service opportunities, or 
prayer times might feed 
your spirit? What would you 
like to learn? What concerns 
you in our community? Who 

needs care and isn’t 
receiving it? How can 
we make a better 
world? 

If you don’t have an-
swers, that’s fine. 
Bring your questions, 
too, and in the days 
ahead we’ll see what 
we can do about  
addressing them. 

And, of course, if 
there’s something that 
really excites you, that 
you’d love to step  
forward and make 
happen, bring that 
with you, too. 

Make sure to visit all 
the Boards’ displays. 
We’ll have “passports” 
for everyone and those 
who’ve had them 
stamped by each 
Board will go into a 
drawing for an exciting 
(and delicious) prize! 

If you can’t be with us 
on the 22nd, we still 
want to hear from you. 
Use the form below to 
share your ideas and 
questions, and we’ll be 
recognizing the most 
intriguing ideas later 
on. 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________ Email: ________________________________________ 

 

Most Closely Related Board: _________________________________________________________ 

What is your Idea, Question, Concern, or Dream? __________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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    My heels rarely like 
new shoes. 

It’s possible that the 
skin on the back of my 
Achilles tendon is overly 
sensitive, but when I get 
a new pair of shoes and 
start wearing them, it 
always seems that the 
first few days finds 
them chafing some-
where. It’s rarely seri-
ous, and my feet pretty 
quickly adapt, adding 
some additional layers 
to protect themselves 
from the rub of leather.  

I confess that it’s one of 
the reasons that I wear 
shoes until they fall off 
my feet before I can un-
lace them. 

Occasionally – by which 
I mean not at all often – 
a pair comes along that 
doesn’t rub on a new 
spot, and I’m all set to 
walk, run, or even dance 
in them. I tend to treas-
ure these shoes, and 
seeing the last shreds of 
their leather give way 
makes me sad. 

But then, so does the 
passing of the shoes 
that gave me trouble at 
first. Over time, they 
serve just as well as the 
“miracle shoes.” I walk 
their rubber and leather 
into the ground, too. 

Our Board Fair this 
weekend is an invitation 
to consider some new 
shoes for Church of the 
Holy Cross, ones to take 
us along the ways ahead 
of us. It should be a fun 
way to try on some new 
pairs. Do they look 
good? Do they match 
our style (or the style 
we’re considering)? Can 
we get a sense of how 
sturdy they might be?  

And, of course, do they 
pinch? 

Think of it as window 
shopping. We don’t 
need to buy a new pair 
yet, no. The shoes we’ve 
got will carry us a while 
yet. But there’s more 
miles to go, and we’ll 
need some new shoes to 
walk them. They’ll prob-
ably rub at us at first, 
even if they’re the per-
fect size.  

But my, how far they 
can carry us! 

See you at the Shoe Sale 
Board Fair! 

Blessings, 

 
Pastor Eric 

 

          The Pastor’s Corner 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  

Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  

Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: @esanderson  

Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/holycrosshilo  

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Tour the Book of  

Jeremiah 

Sundays, 8:30 am in J’s Café 

No study sessions on 
January 29 

 
January 18 and 25 

No Bible Study 
 

February 5 
Isaiah 58:1-9a, (9B-12) 

Psalm 112:1-9 (10) 
I Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16) 

Matthew 5:13-20 
 

Pastor Eric will be on  
vacation January 23-
30th. He will return to 
his office on January 

31st.  
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And to go on with 
three answers:  

 Yes,  

 Yes, and  

 Yes. 

     Pastor Eric will lead 
three sessions on  
different aspects of 
prayer. They will be 
held in the Pastor’s 
Study.  
     Snacks will be avail-
able to tide you over 
until dinner. 

Be there! 

 

     Prayer is such an  
all-encompassing part 
of Christian life that 
we can (almost) over-
look it.  
     Just to start with 
three questions: 

 Are there ways to 
make a prayer life 
deeper?  

 Are there  
different kinds of  
prayer?  

 Might some kinds 
of prayer work bet-
ter for me than  
others?  

arranging home grown 
flowers, cooking a new 
dish, stretching exer-
cises, or doing a new 
craft.   The first Mon-
day of the month is our 
singing and ukulele 
session.   Every time 
we meet, the attendees 
may also do handwork, 
play games, including 
pickle ball, or just talk 
story.  Come join us! 

Three Tuesdays,  
5 - 6 pm  

 January 17  

 January 31 

 February 7 

At our first meeting in 
2017, we talked about 
the different kinds of 
activities we could  
include in our sessions.    
Many ideas were shared 
for our gatherings held 
every Monday from 9 
a.m. to noon in the 
Building of Faith.   
Everyone is welcome.   
The idea is to get out to 
socialize and to learn 
more about each other; 
something we don’t 
have enough time to do 
on Sundays. 

We agreed that while we 
enjoyed the fellowship 
time, we were willing to 
try some new things.   
Thus, on Monday, Janu-
ary 23rd while the Build-
ing of Faith floor is be-
ing polished, we will 
gather in the meeting 
room for movie time.   
We will watch a movie 
together, then have a 
discussion on our im-
pressions, etc.   Connie 
and Anna are in charge 
of this activity.   In  
February we will look 
into a session on  

 

News from The Gathering Place 

Exploring Prayer 

A Three Part Series 
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     Our sanctuary was 

dressed up with the intri-

cate filigree Bethlehem 

Star, filigree angels, 

wreaths, a tall Christmas 

tree decorated with Chris-

mons, Chrismon banners 

and a Giving tree.   Imag-

ine… the poinsettia plants 

set at the alter, and across 

the chancel area on Christ-

mas Eve and Christmas 

Day… All of these decora-

tions made it a special 

place to worship during 

Advent to greet our Savior 

and on to Epiphany.      

     Thanks to all the many 

hands who made it all pos-

sible.   It came together as 

key players put plans into 

action:  The wreaths were 

planned and designed by 

artist Kay Kawachika who 

also gathered the 15 ladies 

who made the wreaths.  

The Gathering Place 

helped put the forms  

together and also helped 

care for the hanging 

wreaths.  The Advent 

wreath was created by 

Kay.   The delicate fili-

gree creations were put 

up under the direction 

of Connie Yoshiyama.   

Jayson Rekis and IYAA 

helped decorate the 

large tree which has 

been cared for by Karl 

Kawahara in our own 

CHC backyard;   Moira 

Tanaka and ladies put 

up the Giving Tree.  

Canned goods and toi-

letries were collected 

under the Giving Tree.  

Banners with Chris-

mons were put up by 

the Kennedys.   Finish-

ing touches with the 

greenery went up at the 

Hanging of the Greens 

day.   

     Thank you to those 

who ordered poinsetti-

as to put the finishing 

touches on Christmas 

Eve and Christmas Day 

worship.  Cindy Debus 

did a great job with her 

“commercial” to have 

people order a total of 

53 plants.  After enjoy-

ing all during the cele-

brations of Christmas, 

greeting 2017 and into 

Epiphany, all had to be 

taken down.   

     Thank you to all who 

helped. Dismantling was 

done by JP and Connie,  

Carolyn Lum-Bellem,  

Gloria Kobayashi, the  

Narrhuns;  the Giving 

Tree was dismantled by 

Carolyn and Moira 

Tanaka.  Connie super-

vised the taking down 

and storing of the  

Bethlehem Star and  

Angels.     

     We are all grateful to 

you who helped do all 

that had to be done to 

set-up and take do for 

the Christmas  Season.  

Your work to greet the 

Baby Jesus and for ALL  

of us to enjoy is greatly 

appreciated!    Looking 

forward to the next Ad-

vent season.  

Advent Thru Epiphany 

Galatians 6:2 Bear one 
another’s burdens, and so 
fulfill the law of Christ. 

Many helping hands are 
needed to lighten the 
load of cleaning the 
sanctuary, the Building 
of Faith, the kitchen, J’s 
Cafe  and the campus 
grounds.  

Please join us Saturday, 
January 21, 2017 from 

Service Day: January 21, 2017 

8:30 am to 1:00 pm 
here at Church of the  
Holy Cross.  

We appreciate your 
help! 

Refreshments will be 
served. 
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Birthday Greetings and Prayer 

Hear, my child, and accept my words, that the 

years of your life may be many.  

                                                       — Proverbs 4:10 

03 Kanahele, Ann 

06 DuPonte, Kyle 

08 Chen, Bill 

 Santo, Ashley 

 Nakayama, Kyle 

09 Hayashi, Takeru 

19 Chu, Newton 

20 Inouye, Grayson 

22 Koizumi, Michi 

 Kawasaki, Kevin 

27 Suzuki, Wayne 

28 Mukai, Theodora 

30 Iwami, Barbara 

 Inouye, Vernon 

J a n u a r y   

04 Yamauchi, Joanne 

05 Palea, Susan 

15 Mathews, Anita 

20 Tanaka, Robert 

24 Daikawa, Mildred 

26 Kodani, Esther 

F e b r u a r y  

JANUARY 

U S H E R S  

Millie Daikawa, Barbara 

Iwami, Lei Jack, & 

Michi Koizumi 

Sunday, January 22 
Layreader 

Margaret Torigoe 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Saeko Hayashi 

 

Childcare 

Lois Jean Tanouye 

Sunday, January 29 
Layreader 

Janet Fujioka 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Teddi Mukai 

 

Childcare 

Molina Pitiol 

Sunday, February 5 
Layreader 

Carol Morioka 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Margaret Torigoe 

 

Childcare 
Dorothy Matsui 

The Messenger 

The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy 
Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via 
email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by  

January 27, 2017  

Special Announcements 

Senior Ministry invites everyone to our first   
gathering of 2017 on Thursday, January 26 from 10 
am to 12 noon in the Building of Faith. The program  
is being worked on and will be announced shortly; 
lunch will be served and fellowship will be shared. 
Please sign up by calling or emailing the office or 
writing your name on the sign up sheet on the  
bulletin board located at the entrance to the  
sanctuary. We look forward to seeing you there.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
We now have a Repair & Maintenance Log which 
lives in the church office. If you see something that 
needs to be repaired or replaced, simply email it to 
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or write it in the log 
and know that it will be taken care of. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
J’s Mini Mart is back! Come and buy your favorite 
homemade items on Sunday, January 22, J’s Cafe ! 

Please remember to 
turn in your pledge 
cards to the office as 
soon as you are able to. 
—Mahalo  



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays 3:00 pm, Building of Faith 

Exploring Prayer: Tuesdays 5:00 pm, Pastor’s Study 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:00 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

Hand Bell Choir practice: Saturdays, 1:00 pm in J’s Cafe   

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in 

the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.  

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor: 

Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and Wednesday 

6 to 7 pm.  

First Marshallese Assembly of God - Rev. Brandy Karben: 4 to 6 pm in the  

Sanctuary. 

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


