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Photos of the Instant Christmas Pageant

January
Upcoming Dates
21 Service Day
22 Board Fair

January
7

Trustees Meeting

8

Council Meeting

22 Christian Education
22 Deacons Meeting

There were many outof-town participants in
“Star of Wonder,” an
instant Christmas pageant that was part of
Christmas Day worship.
Baby Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph were portrayed
by Joshua Aguilar and his
parents Donald and
Sherrie, who live in

Honolulu. Kate and
Alex Sadayasu, also
from Honolulu, were
the innkeeper and a
shepherd. Two of the
three wise men were
Keio High School visitors from Kanagawa,
Japan, Daisuke Goto and
Hiroki Shinohara.
John and Johanna

Narruhn and Jordan
Nakamoto were readers
and Timothy Nakamoto
played a duet, “What
Child is This?” with
Kayleen Yuda. Our Sunday School children
were animals, shepherds and, of course, angels! Good job, children.
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The Pastor’s Corner
Rev. Eric S. Anderson

The turning of the
year provides one of
those touchstone
moments of life, a
moment to consider
what has been, and
what is, and what might
be. I grant you that the
fireworks display is not
the best time to do it,
but perhaps in the preparation of the traditional foods, or in some other softer minute, you’ll
find the quiet to ponder,
to meditate, and to plan.
My year has come
with changes that still
astonish me, despite the
passage of the days, and
probably always will.
Here I am, among people whom at this time
last year I’d only heard
about, except for those
on the Search Committee. I’m living in a completely different climate
than the one I’ve known
for over fifty years. To
visit another state, for
most of my life, meant a
relatively short drive,
one measured in hours.
In fact, in a single day I
could drive through six
states. Now I need to
board an airplane to
visit the capital city of
this state.
The music is new, the
accents are new, the
cultural traditions are
new, the landscape is

new. Even the car I drive
is new to me.
So I’m grateful for the
moment to pause, to
appreciate the wonders,
to reflect on the possibilities, and to resolve:
I’m going to love this
congregation, and this
island, and this state, as
deeply and compassionately as I know how. In
fact, I’m going to learn
how to do it better.
Fortunately, the year
offers us more than one
touchstone opportunity.
We have birthdays, and
other holidays, to provide additional reflection points. And as
worshiping people, we
have one each and every
week. Sunday morning
is a perfect time to take
a moment, reflect on
your life, look ahead to
the future, and make
plans for well-doing.
And like a New Year,
it is a time to welcome
and receive the blessing
of God, which I offer
here as well:
May God bless you this
New Year with abundant life, astounding joy,
and abiding love.
Peace,

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:


Deep questions



Surprising wisdom



Unforgettable stories



Seeds of thought



Refreshment for the
spirit
Tour the Book of
Jeremiah

Sundays, 8:30 am in J’s Café
Follow the Lectionary
Wednesdays, 9:30 am or
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm in
The Pastor’s Study:

January 8
Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 29
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17

January 15
Isaiah 49-1-7
Psalm 40:1-11
I Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42

Pastor Eric

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283
Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com
Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter: @esanderson
Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/holycrosshilo
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Exploring Prayer
A Three Part Series
Prayer is such an
all-encompassing part
of Christian life that
we can (almost) overlook it.
Just to start with
three questions:


Are there ways to
make a prayer life
deeper?



Are there
different kinds of
prayer?



Might some kinds
of prayer work better for me than
others?

And to go on with
three answers:


Yes,



Yes, and



Yes.

Pastor Eric will lead
three sessions on different aspects of prayer. They will be held on
Tuesday evenings from
5 pm to 6 in the Pastor’s Study.
There will be some
snacks available to tide
you over until dinner.
Be there!

A New Year’s Resolution: Where Do We Go in 2017?
Board Fair, Sunday,
January 22, 2017
Save this date and come
to worship in the Building of Faith at 10 a.m.
Why? Because all
four of our Boards will
be presenting displays
about our current goals
and objectives; Because
we are asking you to
find out what we are
doing; Because we are
asking you to share
your ideas and dreams
with us!
Since Pastor Tom
Olcott’s retirement in
2013, we had two Interim Ministers who led us
to think about who we
are and where we came
from. We drafted a

Time Line showing
important events in our
church’s history. We
celebrated our 125th
anniversary. In April,
2016, we called Pastor
Eric S. Anderson as our
pastor. He has brought
enthusiasm, inspiration
and modern technology
to our church. There is
a new energy among us!
My hope is that in 2017,
besides ministering to
our members and
friends, we will find
ways to bring Christ’s
love and vision to our
Hilo community.
How can we do
this? What is God
saying to us? Where are
we going? How can we
look outward into our

community? How can
we help our homeless,
our seniors, our children? The Board Fair
is our opportunity to
begin to think Big, to
think outside the box.
Your ideas are welcome!
As part of our
New Year’s Resolution,
let’s take a serious
look at our relationship with God and ask
for His guidance to
lead us as individuals
and as the Church of
the Holy Cross? Please
join us for worship in
the Building of Faith
on January 22.
Gloria Kobayashi,
Moderator
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Sacred Speech/Verbal Pollution
Tony Robinson

"So then, putting away
falsehood, let us all speak
the truth to our neighbors,
for we are members one of
another . . . Let no evil talk
come out of your mouths,
but only what is useful for
building up, as there is
need, so that your words
may give grace to those
who hear."
—Ephesians 4: 17 – 5: 1
Lots of attention these
days, rightly so, to things
that pollute the air, the
water, the soil. Paul knew,
and reminds us, that there
is such a thing as verbal
pollution. Moreover, its
consequences are serious.
Careless words, distortions and lies, fracture
trust and destroy life.
Truth is elusive and
hard to come by. Figuring
out what is true, listening
for truth, speaking truth;
it's hard work. It requires
something of us. Often today we settle for some odd
substitute, something
Stephen Colbert called
"truthiness." "Truthiness"
is something that sounds
true, something that we
(or someone) wish were

true but is not, not really. It only sounds like
truth.
In Caring for Words in
a Culture of Lies, Marilyn McEntyre provides a
list of characteristics to
help us distinguish
truth from its many
facsimiles:
"Truth is elusive.
Truth avoids institutional control.
Truth tugs at conventional syntax.
Truth hovers at the
edge of the visual field.
Truth is relational.
Truth lives in the
library and on the subway.
Truth is not twosided; it's many sided.
Truth burrows in the
body.
Truth flickers.
Truth comes on little
cat's feet, and down
back alleys.
Truth doesn't always
test well.
Truth invites you back
for another look."
Paul is not asking us
to say only "nice words."
He is calling us to

Service Day: January 21, 2017
Galatians 6:2 Bear one
another’s burdens, and so
fulfill the law of Christ.
Many helping hands are
needed to lighten the load
of cleaning the sanctuary,
the Building of Faith, the
kitchen, J’s Cafe and the
campus grounds.

Please join us on Saturday, January 21, 2017
from 9:00 pm to 1:00 pm
here at Church of the
Holy Cross.
We appreciate your help!
Refreshments will be
served.

something harder and
better; to listen for,
struggle to find, and
work to speak truth.
Prayer
Lord, where I might settle today for half-truths
and easy words, help me
struggle for the deep,
many-sided truth that
draws me back for
another look. Amen.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Tony Robinson, a United
Church of Christ minister, is a speaker, teacher,
and writer. His newest
book is Called to Lead:
Paul’s Letters to Timothy
for a New
Day. You can
read Tony's
"Weekly Meditation" and
"What's Tony
Thinking?" at his website,
www.anthonybrobinson.
com. Tony Robinson was
recently featured in the
'Preachers on Preaching'
podcast.

Pastor Eric Will
Be Away,
But He’ll Be Back
Pastor Eric will be on
vacation January 2330th. He will be back in
the office on January
31st.
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Birthday Greetings and Prayer
Hear, my child, and accept my words, that the
years of your life may be many.
— Proverbs 4:10
January

February

03 Kanahele, Ann

04 Yamauchi, Joanne

06 DuPonte, Kyle

05 Palea, Susan

08 Chen, Bill

15 Mathews, Anita

Santo, Ashley
Nakayama, Kyle
09 Hayashi, Takeru

20 Tanaka, Robert
24 Daikawa, Mildred
26 Kodani, Esther

19 Chu, Newton
20 Inouye, Grayson
22 Koizumi, Michi

28 Mukai, Theodora
30 Iwami, Barbara
Inouye, Vernon

USHERS

Millie Daikawa, Barbara
Iwami, Lei Jack, &
Michi Koizumi

Sunday, January 8
Layreader
Jean Pierre Thoma
Chapel Decoration
Lillian Tanouye, Eric
Tanouye, Kyle Nakayama
families
Childcare
Erin Okuda

Kawasaki, Kevin
27 Suzuki, Wayne

JANUARY
VOLUNTEERS

Please remember to
turn in your pledge
cards to the office as
soon as you are able to.
—Mahalo

Special Announcements
The Every Member Canvas Committee would like to
let everyone know that the annual pledge envelopes
will not be ordered this year. You may use the envelopes at the back of the sanctuary or plain personal
envelopes with your name written on them. Thank
you for your understanding.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Members of the Senior Ministry wish to thank members, relatives and friends of Church of the Holy Cross
for donating their KTA Christmas SAVE-A-TAPE register receipt points. These donations will be used to
provide meals for the Senior Ministry program;
your support is deeply appreciated.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
J’s Mini Mart is back! Come and buy your favorite
homemade items on Sunday, January 29, J’s Cafe!

Sunday, January 15
Layreader
Barbara Iwami
Chapel Decoration
Kay Kawachika & Mary
Ann Katayama
Childcare
Eileen Shiraishi

Sunday, January 22
Layreader
Millie Daikawa
Chapel Decoration
Saeko Hayashi
Childcare
Lois Jean Tanouye

The Messenger
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy
Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via
email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by
January 13, 2017

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith.
Rhythm & Life: Tuesdays 3:00 pm, Building of Faith
Exploring Prayer: Tuesdays 5:00 pm, Pastor’s Study
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:00 pm in the Lounge.
Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith.
Hand Bell Choir practice: Saturdays, 1:00 pm in J’s Cafe
Other Congregations Worshiping Here

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm
Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in
the Building of Faith Meeting Room.
Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,
Meeting Room
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rae Lelili`o: 12 to 1 pm in Sanctuary.
The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor:
Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and Wednesday
6 to 7 pm.
First Marshallese Assembly of God - Rev. Brandy Karben: 4 to 6 pm in the
Sanctuary.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1 to 3 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room.

