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Special Edition of The Messenger
In 2010, we published “Nu Oli” (Glad Tidings), an
Advent devotional booklet. This year, three members
of Church of the Holy Cross who contributed to this
booklet passed away. We’d like to remember Carol
Melim, Betty Pacheco, and Lily Inouye by reprinting
their recollections in this edition of The Messenger.
Carol’s devotion is “Faith, Hope and Love;” Betty
Pacheco wrote, “I Love my Church;” and Lily Inouye
penned “Memories of Ben.” We praise God for their
deep faith.

This Advent Season: Memories of Ben
— Lily Inouye’s Story
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
Glory of the Lord shone
around them. They were
terribly afraid, but the
angel said to them, “Don’t
be afraid! I am here with
good news for you, which
will bring great joy to all
the people. This very day
in David’s town your Savior was born—Christ the
Lord.” Luke 2:9-11
Each year for as long as
he could remember, Ben
took the lead in decorating the Christmas tree in
his home and in ours
after our marriage. But
as the years rolled along,
the hanging of the ornaments and the stringing
of lights took on a new
meaning. Carefully, as we
unwrapped each ornament from its tissue, we
looked at each one more
carefully and mused
about the various ethnic
backgrounds that our

children married into,
brought forth their children, and now blessed
us with great granddaughters as well as our
acquired “ohana.” It is a
potpourri of many
nations, not unlike the
colors of the Christmas
ornaments and strings
of lights before us—
Japanese, Dutch, German, Filipino, Puerto
Rican, French, Spanish,
Korean, Hawaiian, Portuguese, Swedish and
whatever else—a truly
international representative of colors and
ethnic backgrounds.
They gave new meaning
to our lives—the
“internationalization” of
our family—as each
ornament, each little
light symbolized the
diversity of colors and
permitted us to give
thanks to God for our
good fortune.

December
Upcoming Dates
11 Christmas Caroling
24 Christmas Eve
Service
25 Christmas Pageant
26 CHC office closed

December
11 Council
18 Deacons
18 Installation of
Officers and Board

Ben never tired of the
Christmas season and
sang with joy the
Christmas carols and
hymns of the birth of
the Christ child. For Advent, fittingly, is the
season that calls us to
reflect on the fact that
God is with us.
The Lord’s Prayer
became a favorite of
Ben’s. He recited it
before every surgical
procedure and found
comfort in the company
of Christ. Two nights
before he passed away
on the morning of July
23, 2010, he reached
out and entwined his
fingers in mine and
held fast for a long time
—unable to communicate
(continued on page 4 )
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The Pastor’s Corner
Rev. Eric S. Anderson

A little while ago, I
was at a big event.
Somebody I know
spotted me, but we
were seated at different
tables and I had my
back to her (without
knowing it). To get my
attention, she flicked
water from her water
glass at me, and actually
managed to land several
drops in my hair. I must
say that it was an impressive shot!
It failed in its object,
however. I didn’t stir,
much less turn around.
Some years ago, a
brilliant rabbi and psychologist named Edwin
Friedman (his foundational book is Generation to Generation)
taught me about the difference between reacting and responding.
When I react to something, I act without
thinking. It looks, for all
the world, like the jerk
of the knee when the
physician strikes the patellar tendon with the
rubber hammer (yes, I
looked that up), but it’s
not a physical reflex, it’s
an emotional one. If I’m
reacting to something, I
may or may not do
something that’s helpful. In fact, it could be
harmful.
I try to favor a con-

sidered response, one
I’ve thought about and
chosen as the best way
to deal with the situation. That’s a hard-won
(and let’s face it, I’m still
working on it) skill. It
certainly doesn’t guarantee that I’ll do the
right thing, but the
chances are much better
than if I go with the first
thing that comes to
mind.
In a crowd of people
and tables, the chances
of a little water falling
on me accidentally as
someone passed by
were, I thought, pretty
good. Looking up could
only embarrass them,
and the most likely people to be carrying water
glasses around were
servers—whose job is
more than hard enough
without getting more
grief from me. So the
best response, I
thought, was to let it
pass.
From my friend’s perspective, of course, it
was rather frustrating.
In the future, I guess I’ll
have to consider the
possibility that somebody is signaling me,
and find a way to look
around—subtly, so as
not to embarrass someone carrying a glass—
and see who’s around.

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:


Deep questions



Surprising wisdom



Unforgettable stories



Seeds of thought



Refreshment for the
spirit
Tour the Book of
Jeremiah

Sundays, 8:30 am in J’s Café
Follow the Lectionary
Wednesdays, 9:30 am or
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm in
The Pastor’s Study:

December 11
Isaiah 35:1-10
Luke 1:47-55
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

December 18
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25
May God guide all our
responses!
Blessings,
Pastor Eric

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283
Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com
Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter: @esanderson
Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/holycrosshilo

Faith, Hope and Love

Page 3

— Carol Melim’s Story
Love is patient, love is
kind. It does not envy, it
does not boast, it is not
proud. It is not rude, it
is not self-seeking, it is
not easily angered, it
keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It
always protects, always
trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres. Love
never fails… and now
these three remain:
faith, hope and love.
But the greatest of
these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, 13
Faithfully attending
services at our church
every Sunday, Carol
greeted everyone with
a smile. Either her

brother or one of our
members helped
wheel her into the
sanctuary. Here is Carol’s story:
“When I married my
husband, Euclid, I lived
in Honolulu. We were
married at Central Union Church. While
there, I worked at a
garment factory and
also learned to carve
ivory jewelry with
John Roberts, a jeweler. After my husband
died, I moved back to
Hilo with my young
daughter, Dulce. I also
took care of my mother and father who both
lived to be in their
nineties.

In Hilo, I worked at
Koehnen’s and for a jewelry manufacturer until I
retired. I have Type 2 diabetes and arthritis and
lost my left leg and now
use a wheelchair. There
are fourteen steps to my
home, which has been
retrofitted with a chair
escalator so I can go in
and out.
I have been a member of
the church of the Holy
Cross for 42 years. This
Christmas will probably
be spent at a potluck in
Ka’u at my brother’s
home.”
Carol died peacefully on
February 12, 2016.

I Love My Church
—Irene “Betty” Pacheco’s Story
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in
green pastures; he leads
me beside still waters;
he restores my soul. He
leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk
through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you
are with me; your rod
and your staff—they
comfort me. You prepare
a table before me in the
presence of my enemies,
You anoint my head
with oil; my cup overflows. Surely, goodness
and love will follow me
all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the

house of the Lord forev- married, I was a Catholic.
Danny was a member at
er. Psalm 23 (RSV)
My church means a lot Central Christian Church
and I joined him there.
to me. It helps me to
We sang in the choir. Rev.
live a better life. Our
church members are George Baybrook was the
minister then. After he
my salvation. They
help me when I need left, Central Christian
it. I love singing in the had difficulty keeping a
pastor. The Church of the
choir, going to Bible
class and being in the Holy Cross extended an
invitation to Central
prayer group. I love
greeting people every Christian members to
join with them. The CosSunday morning before service. I love my tas, Pachecos, Perreiras
church family and pas- and my husband and I
tor. Coming to church accepted the invitation
makes my day. I’m lost and joined the Church of
the Holy Cross. I have alif I don’t come to
ways felt welcomed by
church.
church members.
When Danny and I got
(continued on page 4)
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Christmas Services
Christmas Eve: 7:00 p.m.
Lessons and Carols
Candle Lighting
Christ is Born!

Christmas Day: 10:00 a.m.
Instant Pageant
Stories and Songs
Rejoice!

Lily Inouye’s Story
Continued from page 1

in words. I looked at his
face for any sign of visible
lip movement, but there
was none. When the tightness of his hand to mine relaxed, I bent down and
whispered in his ear, “If you
can hear me, squeeze my
hand.” And he did! And as
his fingers began to go limp,
I firmly believed that he
was saying his final goodbye to this mortal world
and surrendering himself to

God’s call. I slowly
lowered my head on
his chest and assuming
that he was, I joined
him in reciting The
Lord’s Prayer. It was a
very private moment
between us and his
final act of acknowledging Christ’s presence.
Ben may not be here
this Advent season to

do the Christmas tree
and marvel at the
ornaments representing and acknowledging
our greater family’s
cosmopolitan births,
but his spirit will live
on as we carry on what
was so dear to his
heart.
Lily Inouye joined Ben
on September 7, 2016.

Betty Pacheco’s Story
Continued from page 3

Rev. Susumu Yamane had
been the pastor for only
three months when my husband died. His funeral was
Rev. Yamane’s first at our
church. Members helped me
deal with my grief over the
loss of my husband.

I remember going on
picnics with the Masutomis and when I attended church the day
after Danny’s funeral,
Lily Inouye sat with
me. Our members have
always shared their

love with me. This is
why I love my church.
Irene Betty Pacheco
died peacefully on
September 11, 2016.
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Birthday Greetings and Prayer
For by me your days will be multiplied, and
years will be added to your life.
— Proverbs 9:11
December

January

03 Marshall, Katy

06 DuPonte, Kyle

04 Kawazoe, Janine

08 Chen, Bill

07 Yamada, Martha

Santo, Ashley

Yamda, Eli

Nakayama, Kyle

08 Suzuki, Jill

09 Hayashi, Takeru

13 Fujimoto, Alice

19 Chu, Newton

Fukuda, Sachie
17 Hayashi, Saeko
18 Yokoyama, Jay

20 Inouye, Grayson
22 Koizumi, Michi

DECEMBER
VOLUNTEERS
USHERS

Newton Chu, Moira
Tanaka, Esther Kodani ,
Margaret Torigoe

Sunday, December 11
Layreader
Jayson Rekis
Chapel Decoration
Beverly Dodo
Childcare
Woody Kita

Kawasaki, Kevin

21 Tadaki, Lynn

27 Suzuki, Wayne

22 Takemoto, Setsuko

28 Mukai, Theodora
30 Iwami, Barbara
Inouye, Vernon

Special Announcements
Please save and donate your KTA Christmas SAVE-ATAPE receipts from November 30th through December 27th, 2016 to our Senior Ministry program. You
may turn it in to Eileen Shiraishi, Moira Tanka, or the
church office. It will be used to purchase food for our
Senior Ministry meals. Thank you for your support.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Please bring non-perishable food items and toiletries
to place under the GIVING TREE located in the back
of our sanctuary. The food will be given to the Food
Bank and Hope Services will be the recipients of the
toiletry items to provide for the homeless.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
J’s Mini-Mart will not be available in December. We
will return in January to serve you. Happy Holidays!

Sunday, December 18
Layreader
Barbara Iwami
Chapel Decoration
Jean Kita
Childcare
Lei Jack

Sunday, December 25
Layreader
Woody Kita
Chapel Decoration
Cindy Debus
Childcare
Ethel Yoshimasu

The Messenger
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy
Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via
email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by
December 16, 2016

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith.
Rhythm & Life exercise class: Tuesdays, 3:00 pm, Building of Faith.
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:00 pm in the Lounge.
Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith.
Hand Bell Choir practice: Saturdays, 1:00 pm in J’s Cafe
Other Congregations Worshiping Here

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm
Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in
the Building of Faith Meeting Room.
Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 pm, Building of Faith, Meeting
Room
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rae Lelili`o: 12 pm in Sanctuary.
The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor:
Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and Wednesday
6 to 7 pm.
First Marshallese Assembly of God - Rev. Brandy Karben: 4 pm in the
Sanctuary.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1:00 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room.

