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CHURCH  OF  THE  HOLY  CROSS  

N o v e m b e r  1 6 ,  2 0 1 6  

Novembe r  2016  

20 Christian Education 

20 Board of Steward-

ship & Mission 

27 Deacons 

Novembe r  2016  

Upcomi ng  Da t e s  

17 Senior Ministry 

19 Trustees Service Day 

20 Thanksgiving Sunday 

22 Community  

Thanksgiving  

Celebration 

24 Thanksgiving 

26 Hanging of the 

Greens 

27 1st Sunday in  

Advent 

27 J’s Mini-Mart 

“See, I am sending my 
messenger to prepare the 
way before me…The mes-
senger of the covenant in 
whom you delight, in-
deed, he is coming says 
the Lord of hosts.” 

     Malachi, the Messen-
ger, reminded the com-
munity that God’s cove-
nant was not a burden to 
be endured but a source 
of overwhelming delight 
and rooted in the 
knowledge that the One 
we seek is near. 
Throughout our history 
the United Church of 
Christ has affirmed rela-
tionships that  
reflect the grace-filled 
covenant into which God 
invites us. As the body of 
Christ we seek to be in-
formational in a spirit of 
holy love. 
     For 113 years, the 
Christmas Fund for the 
Veterans of the Cross and 
the Emergency Fund has 
been a leading light in 
our mission. One of four  
special mission offerings 
of the United Church of 

Christ, the Christmas 
Fund provides us with a 
means to directly assist 
those who have so faith-
fully and selflessly 
served and now find 
themselves facing unex-
pected financial needs. 
Through the ministry of 
giving we covenant in 
Christ’s name to show 
love, compassion, and 
care to the elderly pas-
tor who receives a 
thank- you gift check at 
Christmas; to the  
widowed spouse who 
receives pension  
supplementation to 
bring retirement  
income to a dignified 
level; to the clergy fami-
ly struggling with 
chronic illness who  
receive an emergency 
grant to help pay for 
mounting medical bills; 
to the many individuals, 
lay and ordained, who 
receive some type of 
ongoing ministerial as-
sistance. 
     We invite you to  
covenant with us, and 

The Christmas Fund — 2016 
Brought to you by The Board of Stewardship and Mission 

with thousands 
throughout our 
church, in this ministry 
that touches the lives 
of so many. Your gift 
can and will make a 
difference. Donations 
can be received 
throughout December 
with the 11th being our 
dedication Sunday. 
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After an election… 
     It has been a gruel-
ing, soul-bruising politi-
cal campaign season, 
that’s for certain. Elec-
tion Day has come and 
gone; the votes have 
been tallied; the win-
ners identified; and for 
at least some offices, the 
transition work has  
begun. 
     For us as citizens – 
and as Christian citizens 
– the work has not end-
ed. Some may need a 
time to grieve; others 
may need a time to ex-
ult. But now to the elect-
ed comes the task of 
governing, and to the 
citizen comes the time 
to speak for policies and 
laws that serve people, 
and to speak against 
policies and laws that 
burden people. 
     “Stand in the gate of 
the LORD’s house and 
proclaim there this 
word, and say… If you 
truly act justly one with 
another, if you do not 
oppress the alien, the 
orphan, and the widow, 
or shed innocent blood 
in this place, and if you 
do not go after other 
gods to your own hurt, 
then I will dwell with 
you in this place...” 
(Jeremiah 7:2a, 5b-7b) 

     I’ve read the Presi-
dent-elect’s plan for his 
first one hundred days 
in office. It has twenty-
eight policy points or 
legislative initiatives. As 
I read them, three are 
unwise. One is unhelp-
ful. Eight threaten harm 
to people in this or oth-
er nations.  
     I read four of them as 
being active works of 
evil. 
     I will stand and op-
pose these in the public 
square. It is my duty as 
a citizen, my obligation 
as a Christian, and my 
responsibility as a faith 
leader. Those who gov-
ern must be deafened 
by the voices of the peo-
ple, not unhearing be-
cause of their silence. 
     We must not be si-
lent. 
     Inform your opinions 
– with facts and with 
the ethics of our faith – 
and then share them 
with our elected leaders 
and their staffs. Not 
once, but again and 
again. 

We will not always pre-
vail – Jeremiah didn’t – 
but we must speak. 
 
Peace to you, 

Pastor Eric 

 

          The Pastor’s Corner 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  

Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  

Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: @esanderson  

Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/holycrosshilo  

 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Tour the Gospel of  

Matthew  

Sundays, 8:30 am in J’s Café 

Follow the Lectionary 
Wednesdays, 9:30 am or 
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

 
November 20 
Jeremiah:23:1-6 

Luke 1:68-79 
Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43 
 

November 27 
Isaiah 2:1-5 

Psalm 122 
Romans 13:11-14  

Matthew 24:36-44 
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Join the Senior Ministry, 
November 17th,  10am 
to 12 noon in the Build-
ing of Faith.  

A Thanksgiving lunch-
eon will be sponsored 
by the Women's Fellow-
ship and lunch is FREE! 
There will be turkey 

with  all of the trim-
mings and Mary Ann 
Katayama will share  
information about her  
recent trip to Japan      
including the visit to the 
museum where our old 
church is located.  
There will also be  

entertainment by the 
"Gathering Place" group 
with an ukulele       num-
ber!  

Please sign up on the 
sheet on the Senior Min-
istry bulletin board if 
you are coming so we 
can be sure we have 
enough food. 

move one step closer to 
accomplishing that goal.   
Mahalo!”    
Julie Hugo, President, 
Board of Directors. 

 Hawaii Island Hihaf 
HIV/AIDS Foundation – 
Your “generous dona-
tion will be used to di-
rectly support our mis-
sion of assisting those 
affected by HIV/AIDS to 
maximize their quality 
of life and to care and 
advocate for others in 
the fight against related 
diseases on the Big Is-
land of Hawaii.   Visit 
our Web Site at 
www.hihaf.org to learn 
other ways to partici-
pate in and  
further support our 
work.”     
Bruce Merrell,  

Senior Ministry Meeting and Feast 

Sharing Gratitude  
A Message from the Board of Stewardship and Mission 

     In October 2016, 
funds budgeted by the 
Board of Stewardship 
and Mission were dis-
persed to various organ-
izations that provide 
services to our commu-
nity based on their 
needs. We would like to 
share excerpts from a 
few of the thank you 
notes that we received: 

Hale Aloha O Hilo Habi-
tat for Humanity – 
“Without your support 
and caring we would be 
unable to do the im-
portant work of building 
affordable housing for 
families in need in the 
Hilo area.   Eliminating 
poverty is a process 
that takes a whole com-
munity, and your  
donation will help us 

Executive Director 

Peanut Butter Ministry – 
“Thank you for your 
timely donation which 
ensures that the work of 
this vital ministry will 
continue to provide 
meals to the hungry in 
our community.   Last 
year we served over 
12,000 meals and the 
need continues.”   Sue 
Toyama, Financial Secre-
tary, PBM Team 

Pacific School of Religion 
– “Your financial support 
is critical to our shared 
work and it demon-
strates your  
belief in the mission of 
PSR, to prepare spiritual-
ly and theologically root-
ed leaders for social 
transformation, in the 
church and society.”   

In November, flags in the sanctuary honor 
our missionary heritage from Japan, the 
nations of Chuuk, the Marshall Islands, 
Pohnpei, Tonga, America Samoa, and the 
home we share here in Hawai’i and the 
United States. We give thanks for all who 
follow Jesus here at the Church of the  
Holy Cross. 

http://www.hihaf.org
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Interfaith Communities in Action 

Community Thanksgiving Celebration 2016 

The Interfaith Communi-

ties in Action (ICIA) annu-

al Community Thanksgiv-

ing Celebration for 2016 

will be held at Church of 

the Holy Cross on  

Tuesday, November 22, at 

7 PM.  The program will 

feature presentations of 

music, readings, and med-

itations from the wide  

variety of faith communi-

ties who make up ICIA.   

The theme of this year’s 

celebration is “To Make a 

Home.”  ICIA, of which our 

church is a founding mem-

ber, is working with other 

faith groups, nonprofit  

organizations, govern-

ment agencies and other 

providers in an interfaith 

effort to significantly  

reduce family homeless-

ness in East Hawai`i.  

While the theme of the 

celebration certainly re-

flects this, it also reaches 

beyond concerns about 

homelessness to broader 

questions of what we 

yearn for or aspire to in 

making a home—or,  

indeed, what we mean 

when we speak of “home.”   

As in previous years, of-

ferings of non-perishable 

food are welcome and will 

be donated to the Hawai`i 

Food Basket.  A separate 

financial offering will also 

be taken to support an 

Emergency Housing Fund 

as part of the interfaith 

coalition’s efforts.  The 

fund will be used to help 

families that are working 

toward getting into hous-

ing to obtain the required 

birth certificates and state 

IDs, and/or for emergency 

housing vouchers for  

families in transition.   

Join us on November 22 

for a great evening’s  

entertainment, and know 

that you’re also helping 

make our community an 

even better place to live.   
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Birthday Greetings and Prayer 

For we are what he has made us, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand to be our way of life.  
—Ephesians 2:10 

05 Yamauchi, Darlene 

09 Kimura, Tricia 

16 Nakayama, Robin 

19 Kamimura, Hatsue 

20 Kobayashi, Raymond 

 Ota, Laura 

24 Gota, Margaret 

 Inouye, Gordon 

29 Tanouye, Lois Jean 

30 Ushijima, Kendal 

N O V E M B E R  

03 Marshall, Katy 

04 Kawazoe, Janine 

07 Yamada, Martha 

 Yamda, Eli 

08 Suzuki, Jill 

13 Fujimoto, Alice 

 Fukuda, Sachie 

17 Hayashi, Saeko 

18 Yokoyama, Jay 

21 Tadaki, Lynn 

22 Takemoto, Setsuko 

D E C E M B E R   

NOVEMBER 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Anne Sadayasu,  

Ethel Yoshimasu, Eric 

Tanouye & Jennie Kondo 

Sunday, November 20 
Layreader 

Gloria Kobayashi 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Karl Kawahara &  

Moira Tanaka 

 

Childcare 

Malia Mattos 

Sunday, November 27 
Layreader 

Reilly Narruhn 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Connie Yoshiyama 

 

Childcare 

Tricia Kimura 

Sunday, December 4 
Layreader 

Mary Ann Katayama 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Sachi Ohata 

Ruth Ohata 

 

Childcare 

Shirley Miyake 

The Messenger 

The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy 

Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via 

email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by  

December 2, 2016  

                      Service Day 

Please join us this Saturday, November 19th from 8:30 
am to 12:30 pm.  

We ask for the help of guest churches that worship 
here, our congregation members, families and friends 
to assist in cleaning and maintaining the sanctuary and 
the campus grounds. Your help is greatly appreciated. 
 

                A Special Thank You 
We would like to thank this year’s Church of the Holy 

Cross 2016 Budget Committee for their hard work 

and many meetings in helping us to adopt a new 

budget for 2017.  The committee consisted of Rob-

erta Chu, Carolyn Lum-Bellem, Woody Kita, Gloria 

Kobayashi, Sue Smith, Bob Smith, Peter Tadaki, Moira 

Tanaka, Eric Tanouye, and Margaret Torigoe.  We also 

send our Mahalo to Pastor Eric Anderson for his  

support in our budget process for this year. Thank 

you everyone for a job well done! 



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

Rhythm & Life exercise class: Tuesdays, 3:00 pm, Building of Faith. 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:00 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

Hand Bell Choir practice: Saturdays, 1:00 pm in J’s Cafe   

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in 

the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 pm, Building of Faith, Meeting 

Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rae Lelili`o: 12 pm in Sanctuary.  

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Rev. Stiven Pousima; Assistant to 

Pastor: Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and 

Wednesday 6 to 7 pm.  

First Marshallese Assembly of God - Rev. Brandy Karben: 4 pm in the  

Sanctuary. 

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1:00 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


