
After a rousing 

worship service 

featuring the jazz 

stylings of JP 

Thoma and 

Kanako Okita 

and the gospel 

energy of Rachel 

Edwards and Na 

Leo Ni'o Lani, the 

congregation 

feasted around 

the tables of the 

Building of Faith. 

The Annual 

Church Picnic 

began with the 

meditative 

silence of people 

seriously 

engaged in 

enjoying 

spaghetti and 

sauce, garlic 

bread, salad, and 

lots of 

watermelon, but 

after a time the 

shouts of the 

children enjoying 

the water slide 

outdoors were 

drowned out by 

the applause as 

trivia and 

guessing game 

winners claimed 

their prizes from 

master of the 

games Bev Dodo. 

Good-natured 

laughter 

resounded as  

the bingo 

numbers 

promised, then 

denied, then 

fulfilled the 

cardholders’ 

hopes. The table 

A Full Day at the Church Picnic August 7th! 

Family Thank Offering 

The Church of the 

Holy Cross Wom-

en’s  Fellowship 

thanks all who 

were most  

generous in shar-

ing their love and  

resources with 

those who have 

special  

financial needs.  A 

total of $1484.00  

has been received 

and will be for-

warded to the  

Woman’s Board of 

Missions. 

If you have  

misplaced your  

offering envelope 

and would like to 

make a gift to the 

fund, extra enve-

lopes are available 

on the table in the 

back of the church. 

Blessings, 

Church of the Holy 

Cross  

Women’s  

Fellowship 

The MessengerThe Messenger  

CHURCH  OF  THE  HOLY  CROSS  

28 J’s Mini-Mart 

Augu s t  2 016  

Upcomi ng  d a t e s  

A u g u s t  1 7 ,  2 0 1 6  

Boa rd  Mee t i n g s  

14 Church Council 

21 Trustees 

28 Deacons 

28 Christian Education 

 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one 

of the least of these who are members 

of my family, you did it to me.” (NRSV) 

heaped with 

donated prizes 

gradually emptied 

as the boxes lined 

up.  

Congratulations to 

all the winners, and 

thanks to all the 

planners, donors, 

cooks, and 

cleaners.  
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As I watched the joyful, 

glowing faces of the 

“Final Five,” the Olympic 

champion US women’s 

gymnastics team, I sud-

denly realized that this 

small group of young 

women looks like  

America. Two are Afri-

can Americans, two are  

Caucasian, and one is 

Hispanic. Granted, the 

team lacks anyone of 

Asian or Pacific ances-

try, but they reflect the 

diverse backgrounds 

and cultures of our  

nation better than most 

small groups I can think 

of. 

Even their victorious 

coach, Martha Karolyi, 

retiring after these 

Games, is an immigrant.  

“Just like America,” I 

told myself. 

Except… 

They are vastly more 

talented than many of 

us (I watch gymnasts on 

the balance beam with 

my heart in my mouth, 

let along walking it); 

vastly more dedicated 

than many of us. They 

are vastly more mature 

than many of us; vastly 

more willing to learn 

from failure than many 

of us. 

As they waited for the 

final score to post, I 

watched team captain 

Aly Raisman walk over 

to the Chinese team, 

their closest rivals, and 

offer a hug to each  

competitor. There was 

nothing awkward or 

forced about it. These 

young women, who 

meet and compete so 

often during the year, 

have forged friendships 

across national, cultural, 

and language barriers: 

making them vastly 

more generous, and 

vastly more affectionate, 

than many of us. 

If I was ever cut out to 

be a gymnast (unlikely), 

those opportunities are 

long gone. But 

this team just 

offered me a 

challenge I can, 

nay must, meet. It’s time 

and past time to hone 

my talents with dedica-

tion, to build my maturi-

ty as I learn from fail-

ure. It’s time and past 

time to reach out to oth-

er people with  

generosity, and build 

friendships with  

affection. It’s time and 

past time to become an 

Olympic-worthy human 

being. 

Thank you, Final Five, 

for setting the standard, 

and offering the  

challenge. God bless 

you, one and all. 

Peace to you, 

Pastor Eric 

PASTOR’S CORNER        Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  

Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  

Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: @esanderson  

Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/holycrosshilo  
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Dear friends & family 

This summer, I marked 

two milestones: I turned 

30 in March, and cele-

brated four years of life 

in LA in June. 

The biggest events of 

my musical journey are 

coming up in the next 

couple of months. 

What's the message? 
From open mics in LA, 

to the Urbana confer-

ence, to the White 

House, my mission is 

the same: to challenge 

hopelessness that's too 

common in our world, 

and encourage listeners 

to seek out a hope more 

reliable than the cyni-

cism we often default to. 

I'm proud that my mes-

sage goes places where 

other "faith-based" cul-

ture often doesn't; as a 

musician speaking on  

social issues, I can reach 

venues I never could 

when I was in vocation-

al church work.  

Where's this going? 

This next phase of art-

istry is my biggest yet, 

building on all I've 

learned in the past four 

years: 

-On September 2, the 

day my Kickstarter cam-

paign ends, we'll be re-

leasing Arrivals with a 

live concert in Down-

town Los Angeles! 

-On September 3, hours 

after the release con-

cert, I'm on a plane to 

Denver, where I'll spend 

a weekend with a thou-

sand young adopted 

Chinese kids and their 

families - then to New 

York, where I'll be 

speaking to a confer-

ence of Asian-American 

MBA students. 

-After a month of tour-

ing, on October 6 my 

NBC webseries premi-

eres: Beyond Belief, a se-

ries of conversations 

with young Asian-

American artists talking 

about how religion im-

pacts and guides their 

craft. 

I need help! 

Please join me in  

prayer over all of the 

above!  

 

Much love; 

-jason 

 

 

Church of the Holy Cross 

125th Anniversary 

T-Shirt Design 
Contest 

 
Wouldn’t it be great for 
our anniversary to have 
new T-shirts? But what 
will they look like?  
 
Join in the T-Shirt de-
sign contest open to 
kids, young adults and 
all who are young at 
heart.   
 
The rules are simple: 
1. Draw on any paper    

and in crayon, pencil, 
paint etc.  

2. Create your design to 
show about Holy 
Cross and what we 
do and are.  

3. Remember to put 
your name on the 
drawing.    

4. You can submit more 
than one design.   

5. Drawings will be col-
lected in a box at the 
back of the sanctu-
ary.  

6. The Deadline is Sun-
day the 28th of Au-
gust. 

 
The winning design(s) 
will be selected by a 
graphic artist.   

A Personal Letter 

From Jason Chu 

? 
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Americas, contempo-
rary music in the folk 
tradition, and original 
songs connected to the 
concerns of the day. 
With guitar, penny whis-
tle, and banjo, and close 
vocal harmonies, they 
tickle the funny bone 
and touch the heart. 

Join us for an evening of 
fun and music! 

The folk/acoustic duo 
Boys in Hats will play 
their first concert in  
Hawai'i at 7:30 pm on 
Friday, September 9, at 
Church of the Holy 
Cross, 440 W. Lanikaula 
Dr., Hilo.  

Eric Anderson and Paul 
Bryant-Smith have 
made music together for 
twenty years, playing 
traditional songs of the 

We gather for:  

Deep questions 

Surprising wisdom 

Unforgettable stories  

Seeds of thought  

Refreshment for the 

spirit. 

             

                                       
Tour the Gospel of  
Matthew Sundays at 
8:30 AM J’s Cafe  

 
Survey the Gospel of 
John Wednesdays at 
6:30 PM Pastor’s Study.  

 
Follow the Lectionary 
(Readings at right) 

Boys in Hats: Live in Hilo! 

Bible Study With Pastor Eric 

Wednesdays at 9:30 AM 
Pastor’s Study 

The upcoming readings 

are: 

August 21 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71:1-6 
Hebrews 12:18-29 
Luke 13:10-17 

August 28 
Jeremiah 2:4-13 

You’re invited! 

INSTALLATION 

of 

PASTOR 

ERIC ANDERSON 
 

Saturday, Sept. 10, 2016 

1:00 pm 

 

Church of the Holy Cross 

Sanctuary 

 

Music  

Worship 

Praise 

Prayer 

Reception to follow 

 

Building of Faith 

440 W. Lanikaula St. 

Hilo, Hawai`i 
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Birthday Greetings and Prayer 

You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill 
cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and 
put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and 
it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.—
Matthew 5:14-16 

01 Masutomi, Reiko 

03 Tanita, Miyoko 

05 Tadaki, Gary 

08 Johnson, Rhonda E 

09 Mishina, Faith 

 Uchima, Mildred 

12 Yoshiyama, James 

 Debus, Cynthia 

13 Katayama, Mary Ann 

14 Okabe, Jolie 

18 Kusinski, Joy 

19 Chin, John 

21 Kondo, Jennie 

 Matsui, Dorothy 

 Tanouye, Lolita 

22 Mathews, Travis 

24 Nakamura, Greg 

25 Torigoe, Margaret 

28 Okada, Irene 

29 Masutomi, Benjamin 

 Lum, Christa 

30 Miyake, Shirley 

S E P T E M B E R  

01 Ikeda, Gavin 

 Yoshiyama, Connie 

09 Taniguchi, Lisbeth 

10 Hoota, Shelby 

 Nada, David 

18 Torigoe, Edgar 

19 Dodo, Beverly 

22 Smith, Robert G. 

27 Kurohara, Randall 

 Shiraishi, Eileen 

 Shiroma, Amy 

28 Sadayasu, Anne 

29 Okabe, Merle 

 Watanabe, Herbert 

A U G U S T  

AUGUST VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Newton Chu, Cindy Debus, 

Connie Yoshiyama,  

Jane Kawazoe 

Sunday, August 21 
Layreader 

Newton Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Herbert Watanabe 

 

Childcare 

Eileen Shiraishi 

 

Sunday, August 28 
Layreader 

Reilly Narruhn 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Carol Morioka 

 

Childcare 

Anne Sadayasu 

 

Sunday, September 4 
Layreader 

Ruth Niino-DuPonte 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Katada & Tadaki families 

 

Childcare 

Eric Tanouye 

The Messenger 

The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo. If 

you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word format to 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by August 26, 2016.  

Members of our Senior 

Ministry are seeking  

donations of bud vases as 

part of their service  

project to deliver flowers 

to individuals that are 

confined to their homes 

due to an injury or  

illness. If you are able to 

assist, please bring the 

bud vases to the church 

office before September 

10, 2016. —Thank you! 

Flower Vases Needed 

Service Day 

Saturday 

August 27 

8:30 am to 1:00 pm 



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

This week at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays & Thursdays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

Rhythm & Life exercise class: Tuesdays at 3:00 to 4:00 pm, Building of Faith. 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7:00 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays at 6:30 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF): Thursdays at 1:30 to 5:30 pm in 

the Library. 

Qigong : Fridays at 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

Hand Bell Choir practice: Saturdays at 1:00 pm in J’s. 

Muslim Community Group: Fridays at 1:00 pm, Building of Faith Meeting 

Room 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Benesis Henry: 10 am to 1pm,  

Building of Faith, Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 pm, Building of Faith, Meeting 

Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] - Rev. 

Take Sunia: 12pm in Sanctuary.  

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Rev. Stiven Pousima; Assistant to 

Pastor: Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and 

Wednesday 6 to 7 pm.  

First Marshallese Assembly of God - Rev. Brandy Karben: 4 pm in the  

Sanctuary. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


