
Where will you 

be on August 7th? 

Make it the 

Building of Faith! 

Join us for a Hilo-

Style Church 

Picnic, this 

Sunday, August 

7th, right here! 

There will be 

food, there will 

be games, there 

will be laughter, 

and there will be 

fun as we come 

together for the 

annual Church 

Picnic after 

worship.  

Bev Dodo has 

been rewarding 

us with prizes in 

worship for the 

last couple of 

Sundays, a 

preview of the 

prizes she’ll 

award during the 

picnic games! 

Look forward to 

bingo, guessing 

games, lucky 

number, and a 

watermelon 

eating contest! 

There will be a 

water slide and 

horseshoe toss 

for the keiki.  

Join us! 

Annual Church Picnic! You’re invited! 

Bible Study with Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

Deep questions – 

surprising wisdom 

– unforgettable 

stories – seeds of 

thought – refresh-

ment for the spirit. 

Tour the Gospel of 

Matthew on Sun-

day mornings at 

8:30 in J’s Cafe, 

and the Gospel of 

John on Wednes-

day evenings at 

6:30 (beginning 

August 17) in the 

pastor’s study. 

Study the  Scripture 

for the coming Sun-

day on Wednesday 

mornings at 9:30 – 

get a preview and 

contribute to Pas-

tor’s Eric’s sermon! 

Join us! 

B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  

The MessengerThe Messenger  

C H U R C H  O F  T H E  H O L Y  C R O S S  

7 Communion 

7 Church Picnic 

28 J’s Mini-Mart 

28 Senior Ministry 

A u g u s t  2 0 1 6  

U p c o m i n g  d a t e s  

A u g u s t  3 ,  2 0 1 6  

14 Church Council 

21 Trustees 

28 Deacons 

28 Christian Education 

The next two 

weeks of  

Lectionary: 

August 7 
       Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16  
Luke 12:32-40 

August 14 

Isaiah 5:1-7 

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 

Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

Luke 12:49-56 
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In my imagination, I’m 

picturing you opening 

this issue of  

The Messenger: 

Surprise! 

The Messenger has a 

new look, thanks to our 

Webmaster, Ruth Niino-

DuPonte, who did amaz-

ing work to create the 

overall design, and to 

our Office Manager,  

Momi Lyman, the publi-

cation’s editor, who’s 

made it all come togeth-

er. We hope it’s now 

both simpler to find  

regular features in The 

Messenger (like birth-

days, calendar items, 

and the “Pastor’s Cor-

ner”), and more pleas-

ing to the eyes as you 

read it.  

In particular, we hope 

this new Messenger will 

be simpler, less crowd-

ed, and less busy. 

A few years ago at a 

clergy gathering, a semi-

nary professor began 

his presentation by 

(mis)quoting Psalm 

46:10: “Of course, we all 

know that great Scrip-

ture,” announced the 

Rev. Dr. Kirk Byron 

Jones, “’Be busy and 

know that I am God.’” 

The roomful of pastors 

laughed as Dr. Jones did 

a comic double-take, 

apologized, and added, 

“If I say it like that in 

some churches, I get an 

Amen!” 

A busy newsletter page 

distracts people; the eye 

flits around from item 

to item, uncertain 

where to rest. A busy 

person may do the same 

thing: hop from task to 

task, leaving some par-

tially completed, some 

patched together, some 

only considered. The 

busy-ness of distraction 

makes it hard to actually 

accomplish things  

despite the amount of 

effort we invest. The 

busy-ness of distraction 

makes it hard to appre-

ciate the grace 

of God. 

Busy-ness can 

also be concen-

trated and      

focused: strict attention 

to the task at hand. This 

may do wonders for 

one’s productivity, but 

it’s hard on the spirit. 

There are wonders in 

the world around us 

(this is Hawai’i, after 

all!), people who love 

us, even joy in the work 

before us. Appreciate 

them all. 

As we relax into a less 

busy newsletter, let’s  

also relax into a less 

busy life. Let’s work, 

and work hard: but 

work with enough focus 

to keep distractions at 

bay, and with enough 

awareness of wonder to 

enjoy the blessings that  

surround us. After all, 

the Psalm really says: 

“Be still, and know that I 

am God.” 

PASTOR’S CORNER        Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  

Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  

Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: @esanderson  

Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/holycrosshilo  
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A few issues ago, my sis-

ter Amy Shiroma wrote 

an article for The Mes-

senger on how we 

joined this church, so I 

will skip that part and 

write on my participa-

tions in the church. In 

1940, we transferred 

from Rev. Jiro Sokabe’s 

church and came to  

Holy Cross.  

Rev. Masao Yamada, 

who had been with Rev. 

Sokabe, was now minis-

ter of Holy Cross. Rev. 

Yamada remembered all 

the members of my fam-

ily and welcomed us 

with open arms. We  

really felt comfortable 

and started to attend 

church regularly. 

Although I was in the 5th 

grade, I do not remem-

ber attending Sunday 

School. After graduating 

from Hilo High, I attend-

ed Universities in Min-

nesota and New York. 

Returning home, I 

worked for the Depart-

ment of Education and 

became involved with 

our church. I taught 

Sunday School for sev-

eral years. There were 

many students who  

attended as we were  

located in downtown 

Hilo. I remember having  

classes in the belfry 

with twelve 8th grade 

girls—we were assigned 

to ring the bell before 

and after Sunday 

School! Those were the 

days when we were 

“bursting at our seams” 

with children! 

Christmas programs 

were exciting. Santa  

always brought a big 

bag full of goodies for 

all the students and  

every child had a small 

Christmas gift! You had 

to come early if you 

wanted to see your child 

in the Christmas play, 

chorus, or other church 

activities. 

I also joined the choir at 

that time. I remember 

many excellent choir  

directors – Ichiko 

Hisanaga was and will 

always be an excellent 

director. There was a 

Mrs. Aoki who directed 

for a few years. The 

choir even sang over the 

radio one Christmas 

season. 

When my husband and I 

bought a home in  

Mountain View, my  

attendance at church 

became irregular  

because of the distance 

and traveling on the old 

Ola`a road was danger-

ous. We even contem-

plated transferring to 

the Olaa Congregational 

Church. 

Finally, we moved back 

to Hilo, and I joined the 

choir again. I have made 

many new friends, as 

well as remember the 

old ones. Holy Cross is 

indeed my one and only 

“home church.”  

Save the 

Date! 

INSTALLATION 

of 

PASTOR 

ERIC ANDERSON 
Saturday, Sept. 10, 2016 

1:00 pm 

Church of the Holy Cross 

Sanctuary 

Music  

Worship 

Praise 

Prayer 

Reception to follow 
Building of Faith 

440 W. Lanikaula St. 

Hilo, HI 

 

I Remember When………. 
by Mildred Uchima 
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evangelical,  

educational and 

benevolent. The 

new members 

contributed 

$15.00 for mis-

sion. 

125 years later, 

we continue the mission 

and we celebrate the an-

niversary  of the estab-

lishment of Church of the 

Holy Cross.  

Join us for a special  

luncheon celebration on 

Saturday, October 8th at 

Nani Mau Gardens, 421 

Makalika Street, Hilo,  

from 10:30 to 12:30. 

Ticket sales begin on 

Sunday, August 21 after 

worship. 

If you are from one of the 

original families, or know 

someone who is, please 

contact the church office 

so you may be recog-

nized at the luncheon, 

935-1283. 

Jiro Okabe, a 

young issei 

Congregation-

alist, was called 

to work among 

the Japanese 

immigrants on 

the island of 

Hawaii. Ordained in 

1890, the Rev. Okabe  

organized the Hilo  

Japanese Christian 

Church on January 18, 

189l. He outlined his 

scope of work as  

Back to School! 

Parents everywhere are 

celebrating as our keiki 

will be heading back to 

school!  Sunday School 

will be starting up here 

on August 14th.  Bring 

your kids, grandkids 

and neighbors!  There 

will be a class for pre-6th 

graders, and then an 

older class for  

intermediate and high 

school students.  Stu-

dents will start off in 

worship in the sanctu-

ary, and then 

head on 

down to 

their respec-

tive classes  

after the 

Children’s Word.  On the 

first Sunday of each 

month, there will be no 

classes as students are 

strongly encouraged to 

worship, enjoy music, 
swim, play, create, and 
make friends with young 
people from all around 
the islands. 
     Held at Camp Mokule'ia 
on O'ahu, the $200 per 
person cost includes  
airfare and ground  
transportation. 

      Registration has 
opened for Metamorpho-
sis, this year's Fall Youth 
Camp for young people 
around the Hawai'i Con-
ference UCC. Running 
Sunday, Oct. 9, to 
Wednesday, Oct. 12, it  
offers youth in grades 6 to 
12 an opportunity to  

125th Anniversary Luncheon—Nani Mau Gardens 

A Special Message for the Keiki 

 

     Registration is availa-
ble online at ezregis-
ter.com/events/17828/, 
and Pastor Eric has print-
ed forms for you. The 
deadline is September 1st, 
so get yours in! 
     Give a young person in 
your life an experience of 
caring and growth! 

stay in the sanctuary to 

worship and participate 

in commun-

ion with their 

‘ohana.  We’ll 

look forward 

to seeing 

those smiling 

faces soon!   

—Board of Christian 

Education  

“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence 

or quote from the story here.” 
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Birthday Greetings and Prayer 

You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill 
cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and 
put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and 
it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.—
Matthew 5:14-16 

01 Masutomi, Reiko 

03 Tanita, Miyoko 

05 Tadaki, Gary 

08 Johnson, Rhonda E 

09 Mishina, Faith 

 Uchima, Mildred 

12 Yoshiyama, James 

 Debus, Cynthia 

13 Katayama, Mary Ann 

14 Okabe, Jolie 

18 Kusinski, Joy 

19 Chin, John 

21 Kondo, Jennie 

 Matsui, Dorothy 

 Tanouye, Lolita 

22 Mathews, Travis 

24 Nakamura, Greg 

25 Torigoe, Margaret 

28 Okada, Irene 

29 Masutomi, Benjamin 

 Lum, Christa 

30 Miyake, Shirley 

S E P T E M B E R  

01 Ikeda, Gavin 

 Yoshiyama, Connie 

09 Taniguchi, Lisbeth 

10 Hoota, Shelby 

 Nada, David 

18 Torigoe, Edgar 

19 Dodo, Beverly 

22 Smith, Robert G. 

27 Kurohara, Randall 

 Shiraishi, Eileen 

 Shiroma, Amy 

28 Sadayasu, Anne 

29 Okabe, Merle 

 Watanabe, Herbert 

A U G U S T  

AUGUST VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Newton Chu, Cindy Debus, 

Connie Yoshiyama,  

Jane Kawazoe 

Sunday, August 7 
Layreader 

Barbara Iwami 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Ichiko Hisanaga &  

Anne Sadayasu 

 

Childcare 

Roberta Chu 

 

Sunday, August 14 
Layreader 

Roberta Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Barbara Iwami & Bill Chen 

 

Childcare 

Millie Daikawa 

 

Sunday, August 21 
Layreader 

Newton Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Herbert Watanabe 

 

Childcare 

Eileen Shiraishi 

The Messenger 

The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo. If 

you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word format to 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by August 12, 2016.  

 
Friends Helping  Friends 

If you know someone with a studio or room  
with bath, or have information or housing ideas, 

please call 

Maile Abrams (808) 365-2346 

 

Re-printed with permission 



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

This week at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays at 8:30 am, Wednesdays at 9:30 am. 

A Gathering Place: Mondays & Thursdays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, Meeting 

Room 

Rhythm & Life exercise class: Tuesdays at 3:00 to 4:00 pm, Building of Faith. 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7:00 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays at 6:30 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF): Thursdays at 1:30 to 5:30 pm in 

the Library. 

Qigong : Fridays at 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

Hand Bell Choir practice: Saturdays at 1:00 pm in J’s. 

Muslim Community Group: Fridays at 1:00 pm, Building of Faith Meeting 

Room. 

 

Other Congregations Worshipping Here Today  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Ichiro Annes: 10 am to 1pm in 

the Building of Faith. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 pm in the Building of Faith. 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] - Rev. 

Take Sunia: 12pm in Sanctuary.  

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Rev. Stiven Pousima; Assistant to 

Pastor: Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and 

Wednesday 6 to 7 pm.  

First Marshallese Assembly of God - Rev. Brandy Karben: 4 pm in the Sanc-

tuary. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


