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Church of the Holy Cross—UCC 
440 West Lanikaula Street 
Hilo, HI 96720 
(808) 935-1283 
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 
www.holycrosshilo.com 
 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am 
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

This week at the Church of  the Holy Cross 
Bible Study, Sunday at 8:30 am, Wednesday at 9:30 am  
IYAA  Bible Study Wednesday at 7:00 pm in the Lounge.  
Rhythm & Life exercise class, Tuesday at 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm in the Building of Faith  
Ballroom Dance class meets every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Building of Faith 
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele meets every Thursday at 9:00 am in the Lounge 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF) meets every Thursday at 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm in the Library. 
Qigong meets every Friday at 9:00 am to 10:30 am in the Building of Faith.  
Hand Bell Choir practice every Saturday at 1:00 pm in J’s Café unless otherwise noted 
Muslim Community Group meets every Friday at 1:00 p.m. in the Building of Faith Meeting Room 

 
Other Congregations that Worship here Today 

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – worships 10 am to 1pm in the Building of Faith.  
 Rev. Ichiro Annes 

Bedesta Church worships at 1:30 pm in the Building of Faith. 
Pastor Edmes Edwin  

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] worships at 12pm in Sanctuary. 
 Rev. Take Sunia 

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga meets in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 pm to 4 pm and Wednes-
day from 6 pm to 7 pm   
 Rev. Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor: Tevita Talanoa 

First Marshallese Assembly of God, worships 4 pm in the Sanctuary. 
Rev. Brandy Karben 

―No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.‖ 
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   Church of the Holy Cross, United Church of Christ 
 440 West Lanikaula St., Hilo, Hawaii 96720 
        (808) 935-1283  holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

                 www.holycrosshilo.com and facebook.com/holycrosshilo 

           The Messenger  

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday–Thursday 
08:30 am-12:30 pm 

 
Friday 

8:30 am —12:00 pm 
 

July 20, 2016 

Important Dates to  
Remember: 

 

Friday, July 22 
Blood Bank Drive 

 

Saturday, July 23 
Service Day 

 

Sunday, July 24 
J’s Mini-Mart 

 

Thursday, July 28 
Sr. Ministry 

 

Saturday, August 6 
Hiroshima Day of  

Remembrance 
 

Sunday, August 7 
Communion 

 

Sunday, August 7 
Church Picnic 

BOARD MEETINGS 

 
Sunday, July 24 

Board of Deacons 
 

Sunday, July 24 
Board of Stewardship & Mission 

 

Sunday, August 7 
Board of Christian Education 

 

Sunday, August 14 
Council Meeting 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY WITH  
PASTOR ERIC 

 
Sundays: 8:30 am 

A Survey of the Bible 
in J’s Cafe 

 
Wednesdays: 9:30 am 

Lectionary readings for the  
upcoming Sunday Service 

in the Pastor’s study 
 

Wednesday evenings: 6:30 
in the Pastor’s study 

 

Care Partners Support Meeting 
2nd Tuesday of each month 

10 am to 12 noon 
Building of Faith 

This Friday, July 22, 2016 
Building of Faith, 9 am to 4 pm 

  

CHURCH HAPPENINGS  

Senior Ministry Gathering 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Thursday, July 28  
10 am to 12 noon 
Building of Faith 

Learn about the services that our 
available through this agency and 

are exclusive to our beloved  
senior citizens. 

 
Save your HI5 recycle items to  

support John Narruhn,  
Attending the National Youth Event 

Orlando, Florida on 
July 26-30th 

August 7, 2016 
Old Fashioned Hilo Style 

Picnic 
11:30 am to 2:00 pm  

in the  
Building of Faith 

Bring your appetite and 
prepare to have fun! 

Church 

Picnic 
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Pastor’s Corner  
 

        
       Here comes another fad… 
       You may be well aware of, or you may have heard of, or you may be 
treasuring your ignorance of the latest smart phone game, “Pokemon Go.” 
It’s been reported by major news outlets, including the Hawai’i Tribune-
Herald, and it’s been the subject of conversations between all the genera-
tions. As with many electronic games, players move through an artificial  
reality to find resources, capture monsters, and basically earn points. What’s 
different is that this artificial reality is tied to the real world. Players have to 
move physically to find these things and earn their rewards, not just within 
the house, but down the street and around the corner.  

       For the first time I can think of, a parent can tell a child, “I don’t want you hanging around 
here all day. Go play your electronic game; it will get you out of the house.” 
       It’s been so fantastically popular that the game makers have struggled to provide enough 
computer capacity to serve all the players! 
       Popularity, however, is a fleeting thing. I remember Cabbage Patch Kids, Beanie Babies, 
and, heaven help us, Pet Rocks. Though some products that inspired a craze remain on store 
shelves, others have (mercifully) faded entirely away. I expect that Pokemon Go fever will go 
down after some time, and something else will come along. 
       Some fevers linger. Two thousand years ago, a single preacher sparked a movement that 
has endured. He called people to care compassionately for each other, and for religious leaders 
to relax rigid restrictions. Through two millennia of change and adaptation, despite some major 
failures to hold to the teachings of Jesus, the Church has continued to share that message. It 
has continued to work on the care of souls. 
       In our day, we face the challenge of distinguishing the fads which fade from the enterpris-
es which endure. Pokemon Go is a game. I’m pretty sure it’s a fad – but it may spark an enter-
prise which propels more people from their homes into the public square, even to meet, greet, 
and get to know one another. Who knows? 
       But when Church of the Holy Cross ceases to be a Pokestop (yes, we’re in the game), I’m 

confident that our faith will still endure, and hungry souls can gather for nourishment and 

blessing. 

Peace to you, 
Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 
Office phone: (808) 935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: (808) 464-4884 
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com Instagram: esanderson_ucc 
Twitter: @esanderson Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson 
                                                                                                  facebook.com/holycrosshilo    

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Bible Study with Pastor Eric 
     The Revised Common Lectionary offers at least four Scripture texts for each Sunday of the 
year: a Hebrew Bible passage, a Psalm selection, a passage from one of the Gospels, and a 
passage from another New Testament book or letter. There are three years of readings before it 
repeats, and it closely follows the movement of the Christian year from Advent to Christmas, 
Lent to Easter, and through the season after Pentecost. 
     The Wednesday morning Bible Study will be looking at the text Pastor Eric will focus on 
in preaching on Sunday (boldfaced in the list). 
 

The next two weeks in the Lectionary: 
 

                                     July 24:                                        July 31:                                       
                                  Hosea 1:2-10       Hosea 11:1-11                                
                                  Psalm 85                                     Psalm 107:1-9, 43                                      
                                  Luke 11:1-13                              Luke 12:13-21                             
                                  Colossians 2:6-15                       Colossians 3:1-11                      

mailto:esanderson.ucc@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/esanderson_ucc/
http://twitter.com/esanderson
http://facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson
https://facebook.com/holycrosshilo
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Memories of Life at Church of the Holy Cross  
125th Years of Ministry  

Blanche Maeda’s story as told by daughter Lorri Taniguchi 

 
       Church of the Holy Cross is a special place in the hearts and lives 
of my parents.  My mom continues to save the “message of the week” 
and near her bedside remains the current and past favorite daily devo-
tional magazines for her reading pleasure.  She speaks of praying and 
trying to be as generous as she can despite not being able to actively 
help the church with laborious work like donating baked goods or oth-
er goodies for sales hosted by the church women.  
       Mom was always the person behind-the-scenes and it was my 
dad, James “Jimmy” Maeda, who was outgoing and actively engaged 
with giving back to the community.  My mom did not serve as chair of 
any major committees but she sang in the church choir since joining 
the church.  If it was not for her fear of falling while going up/down 

the stairs, she would still be singing in the choir!   
        November 29, 2016, will be my parents’ 64th wedding anniversary.  Anniversaries are 
usually celebrated when both spouses are still alive, but to me it signifies a much more signifi-
cant part of who my mom has become, as a child of God.  When my parents were to be wed, 
Ojichan, mom’s  
father, an active Hilo Hongwanji member, wasn’t happy that mom was marrying a Christian, 
but said, “at least he has a religion”. Wanting to be honorable and respectful, they married in 
the Hilo Hongwanji temple.  Having been raised and taken to Buddhist Sunday School and 
church every Sunday, it was almost expected that if you were raised as a Buddhist, you would 
marry and remain a Buddhist.  Yet, once they married, mom began to attend the Church of the 
Holy Cross and Ojichan did not object.  My parents eventually moved back into Ojichan’s 
home to care for her parents.   
       Dad was an admirable son to his own mom and to mom’s parents.  Dad had become a 
Christian on the battlefield in World War II.  Recently, I found a notebook that mom has noted 
parts of her life.  One excerpt from that notebook is as follows, “Reverend Dr. Smith was a 
strong influence to Jim and me.  We had long sessions with him.  He was so kind and made me 
feel comfortable in joining the Church of the Holy Cross.  He baptized me and I felt a great 
peace come over me”.   When I read this, I asked her about her transition from Buddhism to 
Christianity.  Mom said she immersed herself in singing in the choir and learning as much as 
she could about God and His teachings.  She attended Sunday School classes to learn more 
and even shadowed Mary Matayoshi, Sunday school superintendent and soon after subbed in 
temporarily for Mary in her absence, eventually resigning from that position. She has loving 
memories singing with old friends like Violet Tadaki, Ichiko Hisanaga, Kimi Akiyama, Doro-
thy Nakao, Bessie Nishida and more recently with Betty Pacheco, Mildred Uchima, Irene 
Okada, Jennie Kondo, Anne Sadayasu and others.   
       Sadly, mom no longer sings in the choir, but it is her priority to go to church as much as 
she is able, as it gives her inner peace and strength to continue in her own way of serving 
Christ through how she lives her life and touches others.  
       Behind every successful man or woman is a steadfast partner; although mom thinks her 
role was minor or insignificant, to those of us who know my mom, we know of the many sac-
rifices she made to support the work of my dad with his full time schedule of supporting com-
munity, the Church of the Holy Cross and his job.  
       Many church friends have since passed, but these positive and cherished memories of 

what the Church of the Holy Cross represents and how it has grown are what mom holds on 

to, and the church keeps her faith strong.  I know that I, my children, family, friends, and even 

acquaintances have been blessed many times over and we often try our best to be like her…

caring, thoughtful, with a strong work ethic having been immersed and taught by her love, 

guidance, support, and generosity.   

       Much of whom we have become and who we are is attributed to mom becoming a Chris-

tian…  a “product” of the loving hearts and souls of the Church of the Holy Cross, who wel-

comed her with open arms into this home of worship some 63+ years ago.     

       To the church members, congratulations on 125 years of ministry and many 

more to come!!! 
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                                   A GATHERING PLACE  
       
       How well do you know the members of our church? How well do you know other  
community members? Would you like to get to know each other better while enjoying some 
fellowship in the Meeting Room of the Building of Faith? Come join us on Monday, August 
1st from 9 am-noon to do just that!  
 We are starting a program called “A Gathering Place”, a temporary name until we  
decide if we like it or not!  The main objective is to have a time and a place at our church, 
where we can gather to talk-story, learn new things, share ideas, work on small projects, play 
some games, etc.   All are welcome to join as you are available. 
 For the first session, we would like to gather ideas of what we could do, how we 
would like to be organized with an emphasis on getting to know each other – what we like to 
do, are interested in, talents we can share, etc. Please plan to join us so we will be able to 
meet the interests and needs of all!  Let us know if you need transportation to attend. 
          As this program evolves, we may consider having it for two days a week. If everyone 
brings a friend, we can quickly double our attendance, ideas, participation and fun! 
          For more information or questions, talk with Connie Yoshiyama, Mary Ann Katayama, 
Michi Koizumi, Pastor Eric, and Anne Sadayasu.   If you have any ideas to share, let us 
know, too.  We want this to be a fun program while using the facility we all worked hard to 
provide at our church. 

                                                 It's Not About the Soil  
                                                                           Matthew Laney 
 

"Listen! A sower went out to sow. As he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds ate it 
up. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up quick-
ly. When the sun rose, it was scorched to death. Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked it. Other seed fell into good soil..." - Mark 4:3-7 
 
If Jesus was into moralizing, the moral of this parable would read: "Be good soil, children!"   
 
But the Parable of the Sower isn't about the soil. The Parable of the Sower is about the Sow-
er…and a reckless one at that, spreading seed anywhere and everywhere in flagrant disregard 
of soil quality.   
 
That's good news because this parable doesn't describe different categories of people (the 
rocky, the thorny, and the good). It describes the varied geography of every person. Yet God 
sows and shines and pours on the just and unjust parts of us in equal measure.   
 
Doesn't that sound wasteful and ill-advised? Don't we prefer people to be easier to categorize 
and for God to be more selective? Instead of the gospel of Jesus, don't we fancy a gospel that 
divides humanity up into good guys/soil (us) and bad guys/soil (them), all the while ignoring 
the large tracts of desolate ground in our own inner landscapes?   
 
Even a cursory look at the original disciples reveals that Jesus knew all about the diverse gar-
den of human beings. The fact that Simon earned the nickname "Rocky" (Peter) makes that 
clear.  Yet farmer Jesus continued to shower his disciples with gospel seeds even when they 
fail to get it, even when they turn him over to the authorities, abandon him in his hour of 
need, and deny ever knowing him.   
 
That's who God is. Sowing abundantly is what God does. Seeing God's extravagant generosi-
ty is the first step in doing likewise. 
 
Prayer  
Thanks for sowing so abundantly in my life, farmer God. Please help me share the harvest as 
generously as you.  

 
 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Matthew Laney is the Senior Minister of Asylum Hill Congregational Church, UCC, in Hart-
ford, Connecticut.  
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August  
Ushers 

Newton Chu, Cindy Debus, 
Connie Yoshiyama and  Jane 

Kawazoe 
 

Sunday, August 7 
Layreader 
Barbara Iwami 

 
Chapel Decoration 

Ichiko Hisanaga &  
Anne Sadayasu 

 
Childcare 
Roberta Chu 

 

Sunday,  August 14 
Layreader 
Roberta Chu 

 

Chapel Decoration 
Barbara Iwami & 

Bill Chen 
 

Childcare 

Millie Daikawa 
 

Sunday, August 21 
Layreader 

Newton Chu 
 

Chapel Decoration 

Herbert Watanabe 
 

Childcare 

Eileen Shiraishi 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have  

an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 
or via postal service by July 29, 2016.      

Birthday Greetings and Prayer 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on 
you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and 

give you peace. —Numbers 6:24-26 

July 2016 
01 Miyahira, Michael 
     Sagawa, Ryan 
05 Benavente, Carly 
     Kondo, Sueo 
06 Smith, Sue 
09 Kawazoe, Jane 
10 Saito, Amy 
11 Yoshimasu, Ethel 
13 Okabe, Wilfred 
17 Murai, Jacqueline 
19 Jack, Grillena 
     Maeda, Toshio 
20 Abrams, J. Maile 
21 Miyazono, Florence 
23 Anderson, Rev. Eric 
25 Mishina, Reynold 
29 Inouye, Mieke 
30 Fujioka, Janet 
     Kobayashi, Gloria 

 

H 
A 
P 
P 
Y 
 

B 
I 
R 
T 
H 
D 
A 
Y 
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      August 2016 
01 Ikeda, Gavin 
 Yoshiyama, Connie 
09 Taniguchi, Lisbeth 
10 Hoota, Shelby 
 Nada, David 
18  Torigoe, Edgar 
19 Dodo, Beverly 
22 Smith, G. Robert 
27 Kurohara, Randall 

 Shiraishi, Eileen 
 Shiroma, Amy 

28 Sadayasu, Anne 
29 Okabe, Merle 

 Watanabe, Herbert 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Day has been re-scheduled to this  
Saturday, July 23. Meet us at 9:00 am in J’s Cafe (former kitchen) 
to get the assignments for the day and stay as long as you are able 

(usually ends by 12 noon with a light lunch). Bring gloves,  
gardening tools, or rags and buckets for cleaning.  
Thanks to you, “Many hands make light work.” 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Church of the Holy Cross 
Service Day—July 23, 2016 

Foodland’s Annual Give Aloha 
     Each year, during Sept.1 – 30 at all Foodland and Sack N Save 
stores statewide, customers are encouraged to make a donation at 
the checkout to their favorite Hawaii non-profit organization. This 
year, Foodland and the Western Union Foundation will match each 
donation with at least $300,000 for all organizations combined. Since the program began in 
1999, a grand total of more than $25.4 million has been raised for Hawaii’s charities. 
     During September, Maika`i members are invited to make donations up to $249 to their  
favorite participating Hawaii non-profit organizations at checkout. 
       Donations to organization are tracked, and Foodland’s matching gift is divided propor-
tionately among all participating organizations based on customer donations to the  
organizations. 


