
 

What Do You Want? 
Emily C. Heath 

When two blind men 
sitting along the 
road heard that Jesus 
was passing by, they 
shouted, "Show us 
mercy, Lord, Son of 
David!"…Jesus 
stopped in his tracks 
and called to them. 
"What do you want 
me to do for you?" he 
asked. "Lord, we 
want to see," they re-
plied. - Matthew 20 
     I've never be-
lieved that God is a 
fairy godmother, 
granting us exactly 
what we want when 
we want it. Our rela-
tionship with God 
should never be one 
where we ask and 
just expect to re-

ceive, nor should 
our prayer lives be 
centered on our 
own needs or de-
sires. But that's not 
to say that asking 
God for help and 
healing is improper. 
Even the Bible 
shows us that.   
     Two blind men 
knew Jesus was 
walking past, and 
they called out to 
him to help them. 
Jesus asks them a 
question that may 
seem oddly obvi-
ous: "What do you 
want me to do for 
you?"   
     "We want to see," 
they tell him. And, 
hearing that, Jesus 

gives them the 
healing they  
desire.    
     Sometimes, I 
need God's healing 
and love, but I 
don't know exactly 
how to ask. "God, 
help," is a good 
enough prayer. But 
it's not necessarily 
the prayer of 
someone who is 
ready to work with 
God for their own 
healing.   
     When things in 
our lives are hard-
est, sometimes 
that's a sign that 
we need to take a 
first step towards 
healing. In those 
moments our 
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prayers should be 
less "God, fix it 
now" and more 
"God, help me to 
understand what 
you want for me."    
     The good news 
is that when we 
get clear about 
that answer, we 
might just find 
that God has been 
standing by, ready 
to give us just 
what we need. 
Prayer  

God, help me to fig-

ure out what I 

need, and hear my 

prayer when I am 

bold enough to ask 

for it. Amen. 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

Saturday, October 8, 2016  

10:30 AM — 12:30 pm 

Nani Mau Gardens, 421 Makalika Street, Hilo, HI, 96720 

Celebrate our 125 years of ministry with great food,  

music and memories! 

Need transportation? Call Momi at the church office  

935-1283 

Assistants will serve your lunch at your seating if needed 

 Help identify kupuna over age 90 — please let Momi know  

as we would like to recognize and honor them 
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There’s a saying that 

goes, “No good deed 

goes unpunished.” 

Say it aloud, and people 

will chuckle ruefully. As 

George Bernard Shaw 

observed, funny things 

contain a hidden truth, 

and so does this little 

sentence. Good deeds 

often come with a high 

price. Sometimes it’s the 

straightforward cost of 

doing your good deed 

(the time, the effort, the 

money, the skill). Some-

times it’s the result of 

unanticipated circum-

stances; people die each 

year in an effort to save 

someone else. Some-

times it’s an unreasona-

ble cost: the deaths of 

the Christian martyrs, 

or the crucifixion of Je-

sus. 

Most of the time, 

though, it’s this: If you 

do a good deed, people 

will expect you to do it 

again. And that’s where 

the trouble begins. 

My children both at-

tended a high school in 

another city twenty 

miles from home (say 

from here to just past 

Pahoa). Fortunately, it 

was also the city I 

worked in, so when my 

daughter put together 

an after-school program 

it was easy to pick her 

up. 

My good deed was to 

say “Yes,” when she 

asked if I could give a 

ride home to others in 

the program as well. 

And, well, she did expect 

me to do it again. So 

we’d drive twenty miles 

in another direction, 

and then twenty-five 

miles home. 

As tempting as it is to 

blame her, I know per-

fectly well who got me 

into that line of trouble. 

But that’s the trouble I’d 

like to be in. I’ve been in 

other kinds of trouble, 

and trouble from gener-

osity is so much better. I 

get to be the kind of 

(continue on page 4)   

 

          The Pastor’s Corner 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  

Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  

Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: @esanderson  

Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/holycrosshilo  

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

Tour the Gospel of  

Matthew  

Sundays, 8:30 am in J’s Café 

Survey the Gospel of John 

Wednesdays, 6:30 pm in 

The Pastor’s Study 

Follow the Lectionary 

Wednesdays, 9:30 am in 

The Pastor’s Study: 

October 9 

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 

Psalm 66:1-12 

2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Luke 17:11-19 

October 16 

Jeremiah 31:27-34 

Psalm 119:97-104 

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

Luke 18:1-8 
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How I Came to Church of the Holy Cross and Why I am Still Here 

By James Yoshiyama 
 

     “If  you believe in 

God and if you believe 

in the Truths revealed 

in the Bible, then you 

should joyfully choose 

to love whomever is in 

need who God places in 

your life’s path.”   

This has become my 

daily focus ever since 

Lt. Charles Gillis, Salva-

tion Army Hilo Temple 

Corps, planted that 

seed in me back in the 

1970’s when I served 

on his Advisory Board.  

I was born into a  

Buddhist family. My 

mother was the Bud-

dhist, who taught me 

the fundamental 

teachings of the  

Buddha: gentleness, 

serenity and compas-

sion. Relationships 

with my mother and 

other people in my 

earthly life were the 

factors in accepting 

the religion of Christi-

anity, many of whom 

were Christians. Vance 

Hardin, a soldier and 

first adult Caucasian 

friend during WW II, 

was an Episcopalian. 

Church of the Holy 

Cross members Chizu 

Kanemori was my 

teacher and Larry  

Hirokawa was my  

basketball coach. The 

Maurice Johnson    

family of Hagerstown, 

MD, who adopted me 

while I served in the 

Army, were Presbyteri-

ans. I believe that the 

Holy Spirit touched me  

during a Protestant 

worship service at 

Camp Gordon in  

Augusta, Georgia. Since 

that incident I had a 

spiritual struggle  

trying to figure out if I 

was a Buddhist or a 

Christian. 

While attending UH 

Hilo and Manoa, I read 

a lot of books about 

Buddhism, Islam, and 

Christianity. I had 

many discussions with 

Rev. K. Hatta of 

Mo`ili`ili Hongwanji 

Betsuin whom I assist-

ed in the morning Eng-

lish service during my 

senior year. Unfortu-

nately, Rev. Hatta spoke 

very little English and I 

did not know Japanese 

which contributed very 

little to my Buddhist 

education.  

I had also been attend-

ing Adult Bible Study at 

the Church of the 

Crossroads with Rever-

end Catherine Kent as 

my teacher. With each 

class I became more 

and more convinced 

that I was a Christian. 

With mixed feelings I 

told my mother that I 

believed that Christ 

was my Lord. I was  

relieved and grateful 

when she gave me her 

blessings, which for me 

was a confirmation of 

God’s blessing. 

Some members of the 

Church of the Cross-

roads urged me to at-

tend CHC when I told 

them that I was moving 

back to Hilo. One told 

me to be sure to talk 

with James Maeda and 

David Miyashiro. I did. 

They were both honest 

and welcoming. They 

were both critical and 

loving in their assess-

ment of CHC. I wor-

shipped with other 

churches in Hilo, but 

James and David had 

made a deep impres-

sion on me.  

After learning that I 

loved camping and hik-

ing, Nick Nakashima, 

then Scoutmaster of 

Troop 60 which was 

(continue on page 4) 
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sponsored by CHC,  

invited me to help him. 

He retired within a year 

and I found myself as 

Scoutmaster.  Isamu 

Kaneshiro invited me to 

serve on the Young  

People’s Work Commit-

tee. Ben Masutomi  

invited me to be the Au-

ditor then succeed him 

as Treasurer. All this 

took place between 

1964 and 1969.  

Later other invitations 

provided me with even 

more opportunities to 

serve God by serving 

CHC. All of our Pastors 

and many of you have 

contributed to my 

growth in faith includ-

ing all of the nurturing 

you have provided and 

continue to provide to 

me, Connie and our  

How I Came to Church of the Holy Cross and Why I am Still Here 

Continued from page 3 

children, Liane and 

Cathy. You are my 

church family. The mis-

sion of CHC is my mis-

sion. I believe that CHC 

loves our neighbors and 

strives to do God’s will. I 

want to continue to be 

part of CHC ministry in 

loving our neighbors. 

 

Bo  A Special Message from the Senior Ministry  

The members of the 

Senior Ministry would 

like to express their 

gratitude to the many 

individuals that donated 

their time, energy and 

willingness to provide 

bud vases, flowers and 

foliage as well as deliv-

ery of the flower  

arrangements to our 

members that are home 

bound. A huge mahalo 

to church members who 

donated  bud vases, 

Green Point Nursery for 

providing anthuriums, 

Pastor Eric for his bless-

ings and thoughtful 

words, and  the wonder-

ful kitchen crew that  

provided a delicious 

meal for the many    

volunteers. The beauty 

of each arrangement 

brought immediate 

smiles to our shut ins.  

The members of the 

Senior Ministry  

continue to honor the 

memory of the founder 

of the Senior Ministry 

program, Lily Inouye. 

 

          The Pastor’s Corner 
Continued from page 2 

person I want to be the 

entire time (even if that 

person grumbles more 

than I’d hoped). The 

first time, the second 

time, and every time. 

So get into trouble, my 

friends, with an extend-

 

 

“It’s the best 

kind of trouble 

there is.” 

ed hand, or a thought-

ful card, or a helpful 

gift, or an offer of help.  

It’s the best kind of 

trouble there is. 

Peace to you, 

Eric 
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Birthday Greetings and Prayer 

“May He give you the desire of your heart and 
make all your plans succeed “—Psalm 20:4  

05 Yamauchi, Darlene 

09 Kimura, Tricia 

16 Nakayama, Robin 

19 Kamimura, Hatsue 

20 Kobayashi, Raymond 

 Ota, Laura 

24 Gota, Margaret 

 Inouye, Gordon 

29 Tanouye, Lois Jean 

30 Ushijima, Kendal 

N O V E M B E R  

03 Osterwalder, Christine 

06 Hayashi, Wataru 

07 Niino-DuPonte, Ruth 

08 Petrus, Berdon 

09 Sakumoto, Mark 

10 Chen, Christopher 

11 Okuda, Erin 

12 Enomoto, Michiko 

 Nakamoto, Jordan 

 Tanouye, Eric 

14 Kita-Seckman, Jennifer 

17 Ushijima, Andi 

21 Nakamura, Chiyoko 

 Tanaka, Moira 

22 Albano, Theone 

24 Sakaba, Joan 

25 Mortemore, Avis 

26 Miyashiro, Kimiyo 

 Uchima, Lester 

29 Tanouye, Mark 

30 Hashimoto, Amy 

O C T O B E R  

OCTOBER 

VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Ben & Reiko Masutomi,  

Set Takemoto, Dorothy   

Matsui, Tammy Nagami 

Sunday, October 9 
Layreader 

Karl Kawahara 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Bob and Sue Smith 

 

Childcare 

Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

Sunday, October 16 
Layreader 

Margaret Torigoe 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Amy Shiroma and Clarice 

Suzuki 

 

Childcare 

Jeanne Hernandez 

Sunday, October 23 
Layreader 

Molina Rekis 

 

Chapel Decoration  

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Sakumoto 

 

Childcare 

Carol Morioka 

 

The Messenger 

The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy 

Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via 

email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by  

October 14, 2016.  

 

Special Announcements 

J’s Mini-Mart will not be available in October. We will 

see you again in November with our finest home 

made products! Watch for us! 

 

The Gathering Place will not meet on Monday,  

October 10, 2016. Please join us the following  

Monday, October 17 at 9:00 a.m. See you then! 



Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

A Gathering Place: Mondays 9:00 am, Building of Faith. 

Rhythm & Life exercise class: Tuesdays, 3:00 pm, Building of Faith.  

Resumes November 1, 2016 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:00 pm in the Lounge. 

Ballroom Dance: Wednesdays , 6:30 pm, Building of Faith. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF): Thursdays at 1:30 in the Library. 

Qigong : Fridays, 9:00 to 10:30 am, Building of Faith. 

Hand Bell Choir practice: Saturdays, 1:00 pm in J’s Cafe   

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 10 am to 1pm in 

the Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 pm, Building of Faith, Meeting 

Room 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rae Lelili`o: 12 pm in Sanctuary.  

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga - Rev. Stiven Pousima; Assistant to 

Pastor: Tevita Talanoa: in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm, and 

Wednesday 6 to 7 pm.  

First Marshallese Assembly of God - Rev. Brandy Karben: 4 pm in the Sanc-

tuary. 

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 1:00 pm, Building of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


