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Church of the Holy Cross—UCC 
440 West Lanikaula Street 
Hilo, HI 96720 
(808) 935-1283 
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 
www.holycrosshilo.com 
 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am 
Pastor: Rev. Eric Anderson 

 

This week at the Church of  the Holy Cross 
Bible Study, Sunday at 8:30 am, Wednesday at 9:30 am and Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm 
Choir Practice, 8:30 am Sunday in the Sanctuary & 4:00 pm  to 5:00 pm on Tuesday in the Sanctuary 
IYAA  Bible Study Wednesday at 7:30 pm in the Lounge.  
Rhythm & Life exercise class, Tuesday at 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm in the Building of Faith  
Ballroom Dance class meets every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Building of Faith 
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele meets every Thursday at 9:00 am in the Lounge 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF) meets every Thursday at 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm in the Library. 
Qigong meets every Friday at 9:00 am to 10:30 am in the Building of Faith.  
Bell Choir every Saturday at 1:00 pm in J’s Café unless otherwise noted 
Muslim Community Group meets every Friday at 1:00 p.m. in the Building of Faith Meeting Room 

 
Other Congregations that Worship here Today 

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – worships 10 am to 1pm in the Building of Faith.  
 Rev. Ichiro Annes 

Bedesta Church worships at 1:30 pm in the Building of Faith. 
Pastor Edmes Edwin  

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] worships at 12pm in Sanctuary. 
 Rev. Take Sunia 

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga meets in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 pm to 4 pm and Wednes-
day from 6 pm to 7 pm   
 Rev. Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor: Tevita Talanoa 

First Marshallese Assembly of God, worships 4 pm in the Sanctuary. 
Rev. Brandy Karben 

―No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.‖ 
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   Church of the Holy Cross, United Church of Christ 
 440 West Lanikaula St., Hilo, Hawaii 96720 
        (808) 935-1283  holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

                 www.holycrosshilo.com and facebook.com/holycrosshilo 

           The Messenger  

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday–Thursday 
08:30 am-12:30 pm 

 
Friday 

8:30 am —12:00 pm 
 

June 22, 2016 

Important Dates to  
Remember: 

 

Saturday, June 25 
59th Anniversary of 
United Church of 

Christ 
 

Sunday, June 26 
J’s Mini-Mart 

 

Sunday, July 3 
Communion 

 

Monday, July 4 
Independence Day 
CHC office closed 

 

Saturday, July 16 
Service Day 

 

Friday, July 22 
Blood Bank Drive 

 

Sunday, July 24 
J’s Mini-Mart 

 

Thursday, July 28 
Sr. Ministry 

BOARD MEETINGS 

 
Sunday, July 10 
Council Meeting 

 

Sunday, July 17 
Board of Trustees 

 

Sunday, July 24 
Board of Deacons 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY WITH  
PASTOR ERIC 

 
Sundays: 8:30 am 

A Survey of the Bible 
 

Wednesdays: 9:30 am 
Lectionary readings for the  
upcoming Sunday Service 

 
Wednesday evenings: 6:30 

Resumes August 2016 
 

Join us in the Pastor’s study 
 

Care Partners Support Meeting 
2nd Tuesday of each month 

10 am to 12 noon 
Building of Faith 

Friday, July 22, 2016 
Building of Faith, 9 am to 4 pm 

  

CHURCH HAPPENINGS  

A Message of Gratitude 

       Warm mahalo to the 22 children and 14 adult volunteers 
who helped make this year’s Vacation Bible School a memo-
rable event for all.  The Bible topics were Jesus’ baptism, Je-
sus calming the storm and Jesus sending out his  
disciples.   
       Gloria Kobayashi taught the pre-school to grade 3 stu-
dents, while Pastor Eric Anderson worked with the older stu-
dents and  led the music.  Joyce Nakamoto, Liles Yokoyama 
and Woody Kita cooked delicious meals; Gail Wung handled 
registration.  Capable assistants were John Narruhn, Anna 
Kennedy, Malia Mattos, Sincerly Salep, Nite Robert, Saeko 
Hayashi, Molina Rekis and Gloria Annes. 
       Fishing with magnetic poles, relays, volcanic eruptions, 
boogie boards and ice cream sundaes were among the more 
popular activities.   
       Thank you to our Board of Christian Education for this 
fun three-day event, June 6-8. 
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Pastor’s Corner 
 
 

 
       Sometimes I turn around in circles. Sometimes that makes me  
dizzy. And sometimes I’d like to stop turning in circles… but something else 
wants me to keep turning anyway. 
       This happened quite literally during Vacation Bible School last week. 
The evening was drawing to a close, and one of the youngest children ran up 
to me, grabbed my hand, and started whirling around me like a Merry-Go-
Round. She giggled merrily the entire time. 
       As well she might, because let’s face it, whirling around someone at the 
end of your combined extended arms is fun. 

       For the whirling spindle at the center of the top, it’s also fun. My middle ears started offer-
ing me warnings, however, that there was a limit to the amount of time this would be fun, and 
that would be followed by the time I was really dizzy and falling down. 
       The child at the end of my arm, of course, kept going around and around. 
       Sometimes I’d like to stop turning in circles… but something (or in this case someone) 
else wants me to keep turning anyway. 
       So what to do? 
       Well, find another way. 
       So on one of the turns, I stopped revolving, and let my arm cross in front of me to where 
my other hand awaited. And as she kept running around me, I simply switched hands.  
       She went behind me to the other side, where the first arm awaited. And we switched 
hands. And so on, around and around, from one hand to the other, giggling merrily the entire 
time. 
       I can keep that up for much longer. 
       I found another way. 
       If you’re turning in circles, and would like to stop, is there another way to keep things go-
ing that doesn’t stress or overburden you? One you can sustain or at least one that gives you 
breathing space to think of something else?  
       The world wants to keep spinning, and it will happily spin you along with it. May you 
each have the grace of God to find another way, to stop the spinning, even as the Merry-Go-
Round whirls on. 
 
Blessings on you, 
Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884 
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com Instagram: esanderson_ucc 
Twitter: @esanderson Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson 
                                                                                                  facebook.com/holycrosshilo    

Bible Study with Pastor Eric 
     The Revised Common Lectionary offers at least four Scripture texts for each Sunday of the 
year: a Hebrew Bible passage, a Psalm selection, a passage from one of the Gospels, and a 
passage from another New Testament book or letter. There are three years of readings before it 
repeats, and it closely follows the movement of the Christian year from Advent to Christmas, 
Lent to Easter, and through the season after Pentecost. 
     The Wednesday evening Bible Study will be looking at the text Pastor Eric will focus on in 
preaching on Sunday (boldfaced in the list). 
 

The next three weeks in the Lectionary: 
 

          June 19:                                            June 26:                                         July 3: 
   1 Kings 19: 1-4 (5-7), 8-15a            2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14                        2 Kings 5:1-14 
   Psalm 42 & 43                                  Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20                       Psalm 30 
   Luke 8:26-39                                     Luke 9:51-62                                Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
   Galatians 3:23-29                              Galatians 5:1, 13-25                      Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16 
 

mailto:esanderson.ucc@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/esanderson_ucc/
http://twitter.com/esanderson
http://facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson
https://facebook.com/holycrosshilo
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This month’s Deacon’s word is one of the Daily Devotionals that you can receive from the UCC’s Still 

Speaking outreach.    Each devotion has an opening scripture, a brief reflection and a closing prayer.  The top-

ics are as varied as the UCC and can be used as part of your daily devotions.  The one being shared is on new 

songs in worship.  Enjoy and reflect. 

Sight Singing 

Vince Amlin  

"O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Declare God's glory among 
the nations, God's marvelous works among all the peoples." - Psalm 96:1, 3 
 
       A few weeks ago I chose an unfamiliar hymn to close worship. It turned out to be fairly 
impossible to sing. The congregation and I gave it our best shot, but the pianist, either by acci-
dent or in her mercy, stopped playing a verse early.  
       It's painful singing a new song. Awkward. Embarrassing. A new song always goes up 
when we think it should go down, slows its pace just when we're ready to get faster. It always 
contains a secret two-beat rest we fail to note at the outset, leaving us singing poorly and 
alone as everyone else listens in silence. A new song has none of the treasured lyrics or mov-
ing melodies that we love in our old songs.  
       Listen to any choir or congregation sight singing their way through new material, and 
you'll wonder if the psalmist is a sadist to keep asking for new songs. You'll be excused for 
wondering whether God might prefer a well-rehearsed old chestnut to all of our tuneless 
struggle.  
       But no, God desires a new song. Because the new song we're attempting is a song of 
praise, a song of our God. And with every flubbed word and flat note we are not just learning 
another piece of music but being given another tiny piece of the mystery of God.   
        And that's worth embarrassing ourselves for. 
Prayer  
Open my lips, God, and my mouth will declare your praise. If it's not pretty give me the disci-
pline to practice and the boldness to make mistakes until those new words of praise become a 
well-beloved lyric.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  Vince Amlin is Associate Minister at the United Church of Gainesville, Gainesville, Florida 
 
 

 

        
 
       Pastor Eric Anderson, Woody Kita, and Gloria Kobayashi represented Church of the 
Holy Cross at the 194th 'Aha Pae'aina at Central Union Church UCC in Honolulu June 10-
11. This annual gathering of the Hawai'i Conference UCC included such important business 
as approving the Conference budget and electing its leadership, which includes two mem-
bers of CHC: Woody Kita chairs the Stewardship Missional Team, and Sue Smith chairs the 
Justice and Witness Mission Team, and are members of the Council. 
       The 'Aha also unanimously voted to enter an ecumenical partnership with the South 
Seoul Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea (PROK). The ecu-
menical officers of the PROK and the UCC, the Rev. Dr. Min Heui Cheon and the Rev.  
Karen Georgia Thompson, both spoke of the importance of partnership as a means of  
sharing the gospel and of laying aside the European and American focus that has dominated 
Christian mission.  
       The 'Aha also heard a resolution calling for a comprehensive evaluation of the Confer-
ence, its structures, and its leadership. The delegates could not vote on the resolution be-
cause it had not been distributed ahead of time, but the Conference Council has said it will 
consider what was said in the long discussion on it, and pledged to address the issues raised. 
       Read a letter summarizing the 'Aha online here: http://www.hcucc.org/#!letter-
summarizes-aha/c18to 

`Aha Summary 

http://www.hcucc.org/#!letter-summarizes-aha/c18to
http://www.hcucc.org/#!letter-summarizes-aha/c18to
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                                   FAMILY THANK OFFERING  
                              A Message from the Women’s Fellowship of the 
                                                     Church of the Holy Cross 
       One of the annual projects of the Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands 
and our Women’s Fellowship of the Church of the Holy Cross is the  
FAMILY THANK OFFERING.  We have participated in this mission project for many, many 
years and have made a difference in the lives of countless individuals, families, and churches.   
       Each year the FTO committee of the Woman’s Board makes disbursements throughout 
the fiscal year as needs arise.  In the past, funds were given to:  

 women of domestic violence,  

 single mothers facing medical and dental bills,  

 small churches needing help with expenses,  

 a family facing unexpected expenses necessary to make their home habitable,  

 a young widowed mother,  

 a bereaved mother who lost her son,  

 a woman who had breast cancer as well as other medical needs,  

 a Windward couple who needed rent assistance as they were between jobs and many others.   
       The requests for funds come from WBM members, social workers, pastors and other 
church workers. 
       A FAMILY THANK OFFERING envelope will be mailed with your newsletter on July 
6th and dedication of our offerings will be on Sunday, July 17th.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~        

                           Tragedy Strikes Orlando, Florida — What Can We Do? 
                                            By Rev. Eric S. Anderson 
       Whenever, and however, so many people die as at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando, Flori-

da, on June 12th, tragedies layer upon tragedies. For each family bereaved, for each circle of 

friends bereft, there is grief unique to them. So many losses reverberate through a community, 

and as we have seen (so many times), they echo through a nation. 

       In this appalling night of death, we see further tragedies as well. The gunman targeted a 

doubly marginalized group of people. First, they were gay men and lesbian women, bisexual, 

transgender, or queer folks. They live – now, for too many, lived – daily with the rejection of 

family members, neighbors, businesses, and government officials. They live with condemna-

tion from pulpits and from strangers passing on the street. Though they have gained recogni-

tion for their marriages, in many places they can be denied housing or employment because of 

the one with whom they fall in love. 

       For decades, it has been the bars and nightclubs that have offered welcome and safety to 

LGBTQ people. For many, there is no other place that they can feel at home amidst a commu-

nity of loving support – no church, no family, no civic organization. It is no exaggeration to 

say that the gunman slew his victims in their sanctuary. 

       And it was Latin Night at Pulse. Spanish-speaking people from Central and South Ameri-

ca, and from Caribbean islands, have moved to Central Florida in great numbers. Nearly half 

of those who died will be buried in the soil of Puerto Rico. While some have “made it,” many 

struggle within a dominant culture that discounts them. They were doubly marginalized. 

       Many have speculated about the gunman’s motives – the few things currently publicly 

known appear to contradict each other – but his status as a second-generation immigrant from 

strife-torn Afghanistan has added yet another layer of tragedy to the tragedies. Private individ-

uals and public figures decry the violence by slandering an entire religion, despite the blem-

ished history of our own faith and our series of wars. 

       So what shall we do? First, give your love and support to those who grieve: directly to 

LGBTQ folks whom you know, and via prayer for those you don’t. Second, stand up against 

the waves of blame: for the victims for being who they were, or for people who share the nom-

inal religion of the assailant but not his views. 

       And third, commit to a society that fully includes those now marginalized, and which dis-

courages violence and encourages love. It will be a long time coming, but the time to work for 

it is, as it has always been, right now. 
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JUNE 
Ushers 

Stefan & Jennifer Tanouye, 
KenTanouye, Jean Tanouye 

 

Sunday, June 26 
Layreader 

JP Thoma 
 

Chapel Decoration 
Gloria Kobayashi 

 

Childcare 
Malia Mattos 

 

July 
Ushers 

James & Connie Yoshiyama, 
Carolyn Lum-Bellem, 

Carol Morioka 
 

Sunday, July 3 
Layreader 

Jane Kawazoe 
 

Chapel Decoration 

Blanche Maeda 
 

Childcare 

Mary Ann Katayama 
 

Sunday, July 10 
Layreader 
Anne Sadayasu 

 
Chapel Decoration 

Roberta Chu 
 

Childcare 
Kay Kawachika 

 
The Messenger 

The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo. 
If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word format to 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by July 1, 2016.      
   

             The next scheduled Messenger will be July 6, 2016. 

Birthday Greetings and Prayers 

June 2016 
02 Ushijima, Malia 
05 Inouye, Lily 
     Ohata, Ruth 
11 Ushijima, Else 
     Maeda, Scott 
     Tanouye, Christopher 
13 Yamane, Susumu 
      Ohata, Sachie 
      Barker-Duncan,  
      Karen 
14 Morioka, Carol 
15 Kita, Woody 
16 Takemoto, Fawn 
     Takemoto-Leahigh,   
     Fern 
21 Martin, Liane 
     Olson, Wendy 
22 Inouye, Lorraine 
26 Chow, Royson 
28 Nagao, Masayo 
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July 2016 
01 Miyahira, Michael 
     Sagawa, Ryan 
05 Benavente, Carly 
     Kondo, Sueo 
06 Smith, Sue 
08 Costa, Bernice 
09 Kawazoe, Jane 
10 Saito, Amy 
11 Yoshimasu, Ethel 
13 Okabe, Wilfred 
17 Murai, Jacqueline 
19 Jack, Grillena 
     Maeda, Toshio 
20 Abrams, J. Maile 
21 Miyazono, Florence 
25 Mishina, Reynold 
29 Inouye, Mieke 
30 Fujioka, Janet 
     Kobayashi, Gloria 
     Ozeki, Mildred 

 

These 10 leaders of the Interfaith Communities in Action 
Prayer Vigil for the Orlando Victims held June 15th, 
2016 here at Church of the Holy Cross represent 8 con-
gregations and 2 faith traditions. Thanks to you all!  


