Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
(808) 935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric Anderson
This week at the Church of the Holy Cross

Bible Study, Sunday at 8:30 am, Wednesday at 9:30 am and Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm
Choir Practice, 8:30 am Sunday in the Sanctuary & 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm on Tuesday in the Sanctuary
IYAA Bible Study Wednesday at 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Rhythm & Life exercise class, Tuesday at 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm in the Building of Faith
Ballroom Dance class meets every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Building of Faith
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele meets every Thursday at 9:00 am in the Lounge
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF) meets every Thursday at 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm in the Library.
Qigong meets every Friday at 9:00 am to 10:30 am in the Building of Faith.
Bell Choir every Saturday at 1:00 pm in J’s Café unless otherwise noted
Muslim Community Group meets every Friday at 1:00 p.m. in the Building of Faith Meeting Room

Other Congregations that Worship here Today

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – worships 10 am to 1pm in the Building of Faith.
Rev. Ichiro Annes
Bedesta Church worships at 1:30 pm in the Building of Faith.
Pastor Edmes Edwin
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] worships at 12pm in Sanctuary.
Rev. Take Sunia
The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga meets in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 pm to 4 pm and Wednesday from 6 pm to 7 pm
Rev. Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor: Tevita Talanoa
First Marshallese Assembly of God, worships 4 pm in the Sanctuary.
Rev. Brandy Karben

―No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.‖

The Messenger
May 4, 2016

OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Thursday
08:30am-12:30 pm
Friday
8:30 am —12:00 pm

Church of the Holy Cross, United Church of Christ
440 West Lanikaula St., Hilo, Hawaii 96720
(808) 935-1283 holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com

Dedicated offering
May 15, 2016

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Care Partners Support Meeting
2nd Tuesday of each month
10 am to 12 noon @ BOF
BIBLE STUDY WITH
PASTOR ERIC

Important Dates to
Remember:

Sundays: 8:30 am
A Survey of the Bible

Sunday, May 15

Wednesdays: 9:30 am
Lectionary readings for the
upcoming Sunday Service

Strengthen the
Church
offering dedicated

Saturday, May 21

Wednesday evenings: 6:30
Gospels of Luke and John

Sunday, May 22

Join us in the Pastor’s study
See article on page 5

Service Day

J’s Mini Mart

Thursday, May 26
Sr. Ministry

Monday, May 30

Dedicated offering
May 15, 2016

Monday, May 31

BOARD MEETINGS

Memorial Day
Office closed

E Makaala School
graduation

Sunday, May 8

Council Meeting

Sunday, May 15
Trustees Meeting

After Children’s
Word during
worship

Sunday, May 22
Deacons Meeting

Sunday, May 29

Stewardship & Mission

Sunday, June 5

Board of Christian
Education

Celebrating 125 years of Ministry!
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
LUNCHEON
Saturday, October 8, 2016
10:30 am — 12:30 pm
Nani Mau Gardens
421 Makalika St., Hilo, HI
Ticket sales begin in August
Stay tuned for more details!
Contact: Woody Kita:
Cell: 987-1734

―No matter who you are or
where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome
here.‖

Pastor’s Corner
My most recent homework assignment from my ukulele
teacher was pretty straightforward: practice playing a scale in
C. That’s it.
If that seems overly simple, it was a little terrifying to me, as
I’ve only had two lessons so far!
Last night, I took the instrument out of its case, tuned it, and
set out to play the scale. First, I had to find it with my ears and
fingers, humming “Do Re Mi Fa Sol La Ti Do” the whole
time. To start, my fingers routinely landed on the wrong places, clashing more severely with my quiet humming than you might expect. Playing
slowly, I finally managed to find the right frets on the right strings, and began producing passable scales.
I had to repeat the painful process to go back down the scale again. Of course.
As I settled into it, though, playing more accurately and more confidently up and
down the scale, something else began to happen. I felt a sense of peace and contentment, my body shed its tension, even my plucking finger touched the strings
more softly.
It was a moment of the spirit. I didn’t have an overwhelming sense of the Holy
Spirit, that great inspiring and motivating force for ministry, but I did have a strong
sense of my own spirit. That’s hard enough to reach amidst the complexities and
commitments of daily life. My fingers could do their own walk up and down the
strings while I could simply enjoy my soul.
Who knew that a simple musical scale was a way to touch the spirit?
Do you know how to reach your own spirit? How many ways do you know to find
it, to touch it, and to delight in it? Do you find it in times of quiet, or in times of
noisy celebration? Alone, or with others? Indoors? Beneath the sun? In the falling
rain? In music? In dance? In work? In play?
I found a new way to reach my own soul last night. I can only commend to you the
quest, each day, to seek new ways to find your own spirit, and enjoy its delights.
Pastor Eric
And speaking of getting in touch…there are many ways to reach me!
Call me at the church office (935-1283) or at the parsonage (464-4884). The parsonage number will also ring my cell phone.
To send me a text message, use the direct cell number: 203-215-9054.
You can send me email at esanderson.ucc@gmail.com. You can also find me on
Twitter (@esanderson), on Facebook (facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson), and I’m
even on Instagram (esanderson_ucc). My practice is to accept Facebook friend requests, but I do not make them to church members. How much you share with me
on social media is entirely up to you!

BREAD FOR THE WORLD
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU for a successful bake
sale for Bread For the World. As usual, the members of the
congregation baked, cooked, and purchased a total of $810.50.
We sold cookies, energy bars, pies, cupcakes, candies, cakes,
sushi rice, pickled vegetables , flowers and more. Thank you
to all of you who participated in the sale, whether donating
baked goods or buying the items. It’s good to know that we
can always depend on Church of the Holy Cross members to help those in need.
We also sent 100 letters to our Congressional Delegates regarding the need for
changes in our laws to help those in poverty and in need of food. Thank you for helping to send these letters so that they will know we are concerned about our community and the world regarding the need for food to be provided to everyone in need.

Strengthen the Church
Special Offering:
Invest in the Vision
The annual Strengthen the Church special offering empowers youth to build the future
of the United Church of Christ.
Money received from this offering is split evenly between the Hawai’i Conference and
the UCC national ministries. Nationally, the offering supports youth and young adult
ministries, new church plants, and grants to help congregations communicate the “God
is still speaking” message.
In Hawai’i, Strengthen the Church breathes life into new local church projects especially those focused on youth ministry through Christian Investment Grants administered
by the Stewardship Missional Team.
This year we will dedicate this offering on May 15th. Offering envelopes are enclosed in
the mailed messengers. For those who receive The Messenger by email, you will receive a copy of this article with an offering envelope.
Thank you for your generous support.
Board of Stewardship and Mission

Memories of Life at Church of the Holy Cross
125th Years of Ministry
Amy (Nakasone) Shiroma’s Story

The Yukichi Nakasone family moved from Pepeekeo Mauka-Loa Camp
to Waiakea Homesteads in the summer of 1938. They started to look for a
church. Mrs. Stephen Haraguchi of the Hilo Holiness Church offered transportation as they had no car. However, they did not feel comfortable there.
They tried another church on Kapiolani Street, but were not comfortable
with the “halleluia”, “Praise the Lord”, etc. so they quit going to that church
too. Finally, someone invited them to come to the Hilo Japanese Christian
Church, and because they felt comfortable and felt welcomed, the whole
family, including the parents and all the siblings at home in 1944, joined the
church. (This was during Rev. Sagawa’s ministry.) Amy’s in-laws, Hiroshi and Tsuru Shiroma were already members of the church.
By 1946, they became active in church…Brother Hideo, sisters, Daisy and Millie sang in
the choir (Not all at the same time, but sometime during their active years.) Amy started
working at the Hilo Tribune Herald on April 1, 1946 (the big Tsunami Day), and since the
church was right next door, she started going to help during her lunch hour by “cutting” the
stencils for the Sunday worship service.
Tommy and Amy got married at the church on June 11, 1949, with Rev. Masao Yamada
officiating.
Amy worked for the Hawaii Tribune Herald (name has been changed from Hilo Tribune
Herald) for 46 years, off and on, retiring at the end of 1991.
The annual 4th of July bazaar (fundraiser for the new building) was very hard work but
enjoyed by almost everyone. The General Chairman and all the department chairs worked
their tails off … during the years we sponsored the bazaars, no other church or organizations
planned their bazaar during the 4th of July weekends … it was like “hands off”.
During our 100th anniversary year, the church ran articles of our members in advertising
form which were clipped and kept in a file folder and given to the Rev. Yamane.
With our new primary minister, the Rev. Eric Anderson, we can look forward to an exciting future.

Bible Study with Pastor Eric
The Revised Common Lectionary offers at least four Scripture texts for each Sunday
of the year: a Hebrew Bible passage, a Psalm selection, a passage from one of the
Gospels, and a passage from another New Testament book or letter. There are three
years of readings before it repeats, and it closely follows the movement of the Christian year from Advent to Christmas, Lent to Easter, and through the season after Pentecost.
The Wednesday evening Bible Study will be looking at the text Pastor Eric will focus
on in preaching on Sunday (boldfaced in the list).

The next four weeks in the Lectionary:
May 8: 7th Sunday of Easter, Mother's Day
Acts 16:16-34
Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
John 17:20-26

May 15: Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:14-17
John 14:8-17

May 22: Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Psalm 8
Romans 5:1-5
John 16:12-15

May 29: 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 18:20-21, (22-29), 30-39
Psalm 96
Galatians 1:1-12
Luke 7:1-10

MAY
Ushers

Woody and Jean Kita,
Erin Kita,
Mary Ann Katayama,
Saeko Hayashi
Bring the keiki to join our Vacation Bible School!
Open to grades Pre-8th Grades
June 6, 7 and 8
5:30pm - 8:00pm
Dinner will be provided
Please send birthday greetings and a prayer of blessing
to these birthday people

01 Higashi, M.
Michiyo
05 Tanouye, Lillian
09 Johnson, Tanya
16 Lum-Bellem,
Carolyn
Ikeda, Marie
17 Ouye, Andrew
25 Yamauchi, Joe
26 Enomoto, Yasuo
27 Ushijima, Joy
Matayoshi, Mary
Yamane, Miyeko

June 2016

H 02 Ushijima, Malia
A 05 Inouye, Lily
P
Ohata, Ruth
P 11 Ushijima, Else
Maeda, Scott
Y
B
I
R
T
H
D
A
Y
!

Layreader
Stuart Mori

Chapel Decoration
Malia Mattos

Birthday Wishes

May 2016

Sunday, May 1

Childcare

Emi Katada

Sunday, May 8
Layreader

Millie Daikawa

Chapel Decoration

Laura Ota
Tanouye, Christopher
13 Yamane, Susumu
Childcare
Ohata, Sachie
Woody Kita
Barker-Duncan,
Karen
Sunday, May 15
14 Morioka, Carol
Layreader
15 Kita, Woody
Carolyn Lum-Bellem
16 Takemoto, Fawn
Takemoto-Leahigh,
Fern
Chapel Decoration
21 Martin, Liana
Millie Uchima & Millie
Olson, Wendy
Kataoka
22 Inouye, Lorraine
26 Chow, Royson
Childcare
28 Nagao, Masayo
Dorothy Matsui
30 Nakamoto, Timothy

The Messenger

The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy
Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via
email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by
May 13, 2016.
The next scheduled Messenger will be May 18, 2016.

