Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
(808) 935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric Anderson
This week at the Church of the Holy Cross

Bible Study, Sunday at 8:30 am, Monday at 6:30 pm & Wednesday at 9:30 am in the Pastor’s Study
Choir Practice, 8:30 am Sunday in the Sanctuary & 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm on Tuesday in the Sanctuary
IYAA Bible Study Wednesday at 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Rhythm & Life exercise class, Tuesday at 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm in the Building of Faith
Ballroom Dance class meets every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Building of Faith
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele meets every Thursday at 9:00 am in the Lounge
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF) meets every Thursday at 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm in the Library.
Qigong meets every Friday at 9:00 am to 10:30 am in the Building of Faith.
Bell Choir every Saturday at 1:00 pm in J’s Café unless otherwise noted
Muslim Community Group meets every Friday at 1:00 p.m. in the Building of Faith Meeting Room

Other Congregations that Worship here Today

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – worships 10 am to 1pm in the Building of Faith.
Rev. Ichiro Annes
Bedesta Church worships at 1:30 pm in the Building of Faith.
Pastor Edmes Edwin
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] worships at 12pm in Sanctuary.
Rev. Take Sunia
The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga meets in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 pm to 4 pm and Wednesday from 6 pm to 7 pm
Rev. Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor: Tevita Talanoa
First Marshallese Assembly of God, worships 4 pm in the Sanctuary.
Rev. Brandy Karben
―No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.‖
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OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Thursday
08:30am-12:30 pm
Friday
8:30 am —12:00 pm

Important Dates to
Remember:

Sunday, May 1
Communion

Saturday, May 14
Service Day

Sunday, May 15
Strengthen the
Church
offering dedicated

Sunday, May 22
J’s Mini Mart

Thursday, May 26
Sr. Ministry

Monday, May 30
Memorial Day
Office closed

Church of the Holy Cross, United Church of Christ
440 West Lanikaula St., Hilo, Hawaii 96720
(808) 935-1283 holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com

BREAD FOR THE
WORLD ANNUAL
BAKE SALE
Sunday, April 24

We will be holding our annual Bake Sale and Letter Writing to our Congressional Delegates and are asking members
to provide baked good, pickled
vegetables, sushi rice, or any
other types of prepared food to
be sold at this bake sale. This
event has always been well
supported by the membership,
so plan to bake or cook something for the sale; also come
prepared to purchase many delicious items.
Bread for the World is a collective Christian voice urging
our nation’s decision makers to
end hunger at home and
abroad.
Remember the date, Sunday,
April 24, 2016. Letter writing
will be held before services
and the bake sale will be held
after services. Please bring
your own address return labels.

BOARD MEETINGS
After worship
Sunday, April 24

Deacons Meeting
Sunday, May 1

After Children’s
Word during
worship

Board of Christian
Education
Sunday, May 8

Council Meeting
Sunday, May 22

Trustees Meeting
Deacons Meeting
Sunday, May 29

Stewardship & Mission

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Care Partners Support Meeting
2nd Tuesday of each month
10 am to 12 noon @ BOF

Sunday, April 24
J’s Mini Mart will be selling baked
goods exclusively for the
Bread for the World Sale
See accompanying article
Senior Ministry
Thursday, April 28, 10 a.m.
We invite you to join us at the
May Day performance of students
of E `Makaala School. If you’re
able to attend, please call the
church office or sign up on the
Senior Ministry bulleting board.
Lunch will be served at about 11
a.m. Please come if you are able.

Pastor’s Corner
When I was in seminary, my preaching professor, Dr. Eddie
O’Neal, advised his students to always have two things in their
pockets: First, a prayer. And second, a sermon.
Early in my ministry, I discovered that it’s also wise to have a Memorial Day address in your pocket. Some years ago, I learned that
I was the day’s speaker when the VFW chaplain announced, “And
now, the Memorial Day address will be delivered by Reverend
Eric Anderson.” But I digress…
Meeting for the first time with the IYAA group this week, I found myself asked for
both a prayer and a sermon – well, a reflection, actually. Asking God’s blessing on
people is a joy to me, and I rarely find myself at a loss for words in prayer. If I do,
silence is precious in God’s hearing as well. But I had to stop for a moment to
think about a reflection. As a one-week newcomer, what could I say that had wisdom and value?
Some years ago, the United Church of Christ adopted the humble comma as a symbol of the faith we share. We found the inspiration not in the writings of a theology
professor or a famous preacher, but in a personal letter left by an American comedian. In her last letter to her beloved husband and performing partner, George
Burns, Gracie Allen told him this: “Never place a period where God has placed a
comma.” For that couple, the comma that separated them was a significant pause.
George Burns lived a long life, dying at the age of 100. Their tomb bears the legend, “Together Again.”
As Kay Yamauchi has gone from our care to God’s, I take comfort that God’s grace
makes death itself into a pause, and not an end.
A pause is a useful thing. It’s a time to breathe in, and inhale the scents of what is
around you. It’s a silent time, when you can hear what people say. It’s a time when
your eyes can scan the world, and see what’s really there. It’s a time when you can
learn.
I plan to make good use of commas, of pauses, in these days. I have a great deal to
learn – from how to properly pronounce names, through what hymns everybody
really knows (and likes), to what the deep needs of body and soul are. The best
way I can think of to learn these things is to ask, early and often.
And then pause, leave a comma, and wait.
May God fill all your pauses with blessings!
Pastor Eric

Your Permission is Needed!
CHC DIRECTORY UPDATING
We are diligently continuing to update our directory and seek your written
permission to print your photo in our Church Directory. This directory is published for the private use of our members and friends - we will not circulate its
information for any commercial or solicitation purposes.
Please allow us to share your bright eyes and smile with your fellow members by printing and signing the Authorization and Release form below. Upon
completion, kindly forward this form to Margaret Torigoe
at matori58@msn.com or to Momi at holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com. If you are
unable to print this form, call Margaret at 895-0994 or Momi at 935-1283 and
we will gladly assist you.
Church of the Holy Cross
440 W. Lanikaula St., Hilo, Hawaii
Authorization and Release
I give my permission to Church of the Holy Cross to use any and all photographs or
video taken of me and/or my children in any and all media for Church of the Holy
Cross website and promotional purposes only.
I understand that all photographic images of me and/or my child(ren) shall become
the property of Church of the Holy Cross.
I waive all claims for any compensation for such use. I waive any right I may have to
inspect and/or approve the finished product or the use to which it may be applied.
I have read this authorization and release and am fully familiar with its contents:
Date:

Event:

Name (please print):

Mailing address:

Telephone:

Signature:

Child(ren)’s name(s):

Your relationship to
child(ren):

Church Directory

A Warm Message From Ann Kanahele,
One of Our Newest Member
Thank you for accepting my transfer into your church. Although I am not originally from Hilo, I feel very comfortable
here, seeing so many familiar faces. I was married by Rev.
Sharkey in the church that was once located on Kinoole Street.
I am originally from Honolulu, graduated from Kaimuki
High School and the University of Hawaii with a BS degree in
nursing. I retired from Hilo Medical Center, Home Care Department after 23 years of caring for clients in their homes, in all areas of the Big Island.
I have 3 children and 2 step children; all of them graduated
from high school here on the Big Island. They went away to
college and most have returned home and are living here with their families.
I am grateful to have found a comfortable place in Church of the Holy Cross and
look forward to being an important part of the church’s community.

Memories of Life at Church of the Holy Cross
125th Years of Ministry

Ichiko Hisanaga’s story as told to Anne Sadayasu
In the late 30s, Ichiko was attending the Church of the Holy Cross, singing in the
church choir, led by Kameju Kunitomo, Rev. Higuchi’s sister. They sang at the Sunday service when they were prepared. After rehearsals on Sunday, Kaz Kimura, the
Sunday School superintendent, would drive them all home. “We enjoyed riding the
jalopy to take one of the girls home. She lived in the lonely cane field with very few
homes (now the area above Komohana Street above the medical offices).” Reverend
Higuchi held services at the homes of members for neighbors to attend, too.
While Ichiko was in high school, Rev. Osumi, the associate pastor, got the young
folks together by teaching them how to dance. Hide Nakasone was the instructor.
They met at church, played games and danced. “We always looked forward to these
socials - very healthy activities for growing up!“
After returning from college, Ichiko was director of the Chancel Choir. There
were over 30 members who practiced one night a week and sang every Sunday until
the Men’s Choir took over once a month. They sang 4-part music, and were asked to
sing at various places in Hilo. The Men’s Choir practiced after Sunday services and
all were welcome. They made trips to Maui and Kauai to sing and enjoyed socializing
with the folks they met. Both choirs were very congenial. Ichiko even led a group of
intermediate school girls who practiced during their lunch hour. Ichiko directed the
choirs for over 20 years!
Many of the families in church had young children and the socials were fun. All
members would show up, even the Issei. Ichiko remembers, “We always had a program, including a song by Ed Nakamura. We played games and ended the evening
with a circle dance. Everyone would have a partner, keep time to the music and after
a few steps, would turn around and get a new partner. We enjoyed this because even
older people were able to follow the steps.”
She continues “One activity we had annually was a formal dinner for the seniors
graduating from high school. After dinner we would have a program which included
entertainment. One time several men wore kimonos and danced a Japanese dance.
Another time the men did the CanCan, a Fan dance and other numbers.
We also had an annual Fourth of July bazaar at the Kinoole Street site. It was hard
work for all involved, but the participation was great. The men cooked the rice outside on wood fires and the women made the sushi early in the morning. This was an
activity the community looked forward to as we always had good food and many good
buys available. We worked hard, but enjoyed the fellowship, while we raised money
for the church. “

APRIL
Ushers

Pastor Eric has resumed the normal Bible Study classes beginning
April 25. Every Monday evening at 6:30, Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11
am and IYAA Bible Study, Wednesday 7 pm to 9:30 pm.

Moira Tanaka,
Newton Chu,
Esther Kodani,
Margaret Torigoe

Birthday Wishes

Sunday, Apr. 24

Please send birthday greetings and a prayer of blessing
to these birthday people
April 2016

01 Nakamoto, Joyce
05 Kawachika, Kay
16 Yanagihara,
Sachiko
17 Chen, Nancy
18 Chu, Roberta
19 Kita, Jean
20 Shiroma, Toshiko
Tanouye, Jonathan
21 Niimi, Mildred
Thoma, JP
25 Wung, Gail
23 Tanouye, Kenneth
27 Kusinski, Leigh
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May 2016

01 Higashi, M.
Michiyo
05 Tanouye, Lillian
09 Johnson, Tanya
16 Lum-Bellem,
Carolyn
Ikeda, Marie
17 Ouye, Andrew
25 Yamauchi, Joe
26 Enomoto, Yasuo
27 Ushijima, Joy
Matayoshi, Mary
Yamane, Miyeko

Layreader
Mary Ann
Katayama

Chapel Decoration
Millie Daikawa

Childcare

Clarice Suzuki

MAY
Ushers

Woody and Jean Kita,
Erin Kita,
Mary Ann Katayama,
Saeko Hayashi

Sunday, May 1
Layreader
Stuart Mori

Chapel Decoration
Malia Mattos

Childcare

Emi Katada

The Messenger

The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy
Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via
email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service by
April 29, 2016.
The next scheduled Messenger will be May 4, 2016.

